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GENERAL WASHINGTON 


TO CONGRESS 


Six; | | | Trenton „ I, "_ 


Your refolves of the twenty-ſeventh ultimo were tranſs 
mitted me laſt night by meſſieurs Clymer, Morris, and Wal- 
ton. The confidence which Congreſs have honored me with 
by theſe proceedings has a claim to my warmeſt acknowledg- 
ments. At the ſame time I beg leave to aſſure them that all 
my faculties ſhall be employed to direct properly the powers. 
they have been pleaſed to veſt me with, and to advance thoſe ob- 
jets, and only thoſe, which gave riſe to this honorable mark of 
diſtinction. If my exertions ſhould not be attended with the 


deſired ſucceſs, I tryſt the failure will be imputed to the true - 


cauſe,—the peculiarly diſtreſſed ſituation of our affairs, and 
the difficulties I have to combat, rather than to a want of 
zeal for my country, and the cloſeſt attention to her b 
to promote which has ever been my ſtudy. 


\ 


. 


On monday morning I paſſed the Delaware myſa; the = 


whole of our troops and artillery, not till yeſterday, owing to 
Vor. II. B the 


% a 


a 


— — 
— — — 
9 ——— — — — . Ä 


- _— 


{ 
| 
| 


f 
[ 


— a tat 
” — f 


- GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


the ice which rendered their paſſage extremely difficult and 
fatiguing. Since their arrival, we have been parading the 
regiments whoſe time of ſervice is now expired, in order to 
know what force we ſhould have to depend on, and how to 
regulate our views accordingly. After much perſuaſion and 
the exertions of their offrcers, half or a greater proportion 


of thoſe from the eaſtward have conſented to ſtay ſix weeks 


on a bounty of ten dollars. I feel the mconvenience of this 


advance, and I know the tonſequerites which will refuſt 


from it :—but what could be done ?—Pennſylvania had 1 


towed the ſame to her militia :—the troops felt their import- 


* ance, and would have their price. Indeed, as their aid is ſo 


eſſential, and not to be diſpenſed with, it is to be wondered 
they had not eſtimated it at a higher rate. I perceive that 


Congreſs, apprehenſive of this event, had made unlimited 


proviſion for it. 
General Mifflin is at Bordentown with about eighteen 


hundred men, and general Cadwallader at Croſwix's, with 


about the ſame number. We are now making our arrange- 
ments, and concerting a plan of operations, which I ſhall at- 
tempt to execute as ſoon as poſhble, and which I hope | wil be 


attended with ſome ſucceſs. 


As to the number and ſituation of the enemy, 1 aba obtain. 
certain intelligence : but, from the accounts moſt to be relied 
on, they have collected the principal part of their force, from 
Brunſwic and the neighboring poſts, at Princeton, where 
they are throwing up ſome works. The number thete is 
feported to be from five to fix thouſand ; and it is confi- 
dently faid they have ſetit the chief part of their baggage to 
Brunſwic. It is added that general Howe landed at Amboy 


"a day or two ago with a thouland gti troops, and is on his 


march from thence. 
I habe ſent into different parts of Jerſey, men of influence 
to ſpirit up the militia, and flatter myſelf that the many inju- 
ries they have received will induce ſome to give their aid. If 
what they have Roe does not rouſe their referititicnt, they 
. muſt 
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muſt not poſſeſs the common feelings of humanity. © To op- - 
preſſion, ravage, and a deprivation of property, they have had | 
the more mortifying circumſtance of inſult added :—after bes 
ing ſtripped of all they had without the leaſt compenſation, | 
protections have been granted them for the free enjoyment of 
their effects. I have the honor to be, &c. S8. W. 


P. S. I have not been able to procure returns of our force, 
owing to our ſituation. I ſuppoſe that about two or three 
and twenty hundred paſſed with me, which number is now 
reduced to fifteen or ſixteen hundred. No eſtimate of our force 
can be forme from the number of regiments : many of them, 
by reaſon of ſickneſs, cannot turn out more than a hundred men. 


Si, © Pluckemin, Fanuary 5, 1777. 
T have the honor to inform you, that, ſince the date of 
my laſt from Trenton, I have removed with the army under 
my command to this place. The difficulty of crofling the De- 
laware on account of the ice made out paſſage over it tedious, 
and gave the enemy an opportunity of drawing in their ſeveral 
cantonments, and aſſembling their whole force at Princeton. 
Their large picquets, advanced towards Treuton, - their great 
preparations, and ſome intelligence I had received, added to 
their knowledge that the firſt of January brought on a diffolu- 
tion of the beſt part of our army. — gave me the ſtrongeſt rea- 
ſons to conclude that an attack upon us was meditating. 

Our ſituation was moſt critical, and our force ſmall. To 
remove immediately was again deſtroying every dawn of 
hope which had begun to revive in the breaſts of the Jerſey 
militia ; and to bring thoſe troops which brad firſt crofſed the 
Delaware and were lying at Croſwix's under general Cad- 
wallader, and thoſe under general Mifflin at Bordentown 
{amounting in the whole to about three thouſand ſix hun- 
dred), to Trenton, was to bring them to an expoſed place. 
One or the other however was unavoidable: — the latter was 
preferred, and they were ordered to join us at Trenton, 
| Which they did, by a night- march, on the firſt inſtant. ; 
f | Ba On 
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On the ſecond, according to my expeRation, the enemy 
degan to advance upon us; and, after ſome ſkirmiſhing, the 
head of their column reached Trenton about four o'clock, 
whilſt their rear was as far back as Maidenhead. They at- 
tempted to; paſs Sanpink creek which runs through Trenton, 
at different places; but, finding the fords guarded, halted and 
kindled their fires. — We were drayyn up on the other fide of 
the creck.— In this ſituation we remained till dark, cannonad- 
ing the enemy, and. receiving the fire of their i 
which did us but little damage. 

„Having by this time diſcovered that the enemy were great- 
iy ſuperior i in number, and that their deſign was to ſurround 
us, I ordered all our baggage to be removed ſilently to Bur- 
lington ſoon after dark; and at twelve o'clock, after renew- 
ing gur fires, and leaving guards at the bridge in Trenton, 
and other paſſes on the ſame ſtream above, marched by a 
round-about road to Princeton where I knew they could not 
have much force; left, and might have ſtores. One thing I 
was certain of, that it would avoid the appearance of a re- 
treat (Which was of courſe,—or to run the hazard of the 
whole, army being cut off )—whilſt we might by a fortunate 
ſtroke withdraw: general Howe from Trenton, and give ſome 
reputation. to our,arms.—Happily.we ſucceeded. We found 
Princeton about ſun-riſe with only three regiments and three 
troops of lighi-horſe in it, two of which were on their march 
to Trentan. Theſe three regiments, eſpecially the two firſt, 
made a [gallant . reſiſtance, and, in killed, wounded, and pri- 
ſoners, mult, have loſt five hundred men: upwards of one 
hundred of them were left dead in the field; and, with what 
Lhave with me and what were taken in the. purſuit and car- 
ried acroſs the. Delaware, there are near three mow Wwe 
ſoners, fourteen. of whom axe officers, all Britiſh. | 

This piece of good fortune. is, counterbalanced. by 5 Joſs 
of the brave and warthy general Mercer, colonels Hazlet and 
Potter, captain. Neal of the artillery, captain Fleming who 
commanded the firſt Virginia regiment, and four or five other 


valuable officers, who, with about twenty-five or thirty pri- 


ge vates 
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vates, were ſlain in the field. Our whole loſs cannot be af- 

| certained, as many who were in purſuit of the enemy (who 
were chaſed three or four miles) are not yet come in. 
I be rear of the enemy's army lying at Maidenhead (not 
more than five or fix miles from Princeton) was up with us 
before our purſuit,was over: but as I had the precaution to 
deſtroy the bridge over Stoney-brook (about half a mile from 
the field of action), they were ſo long retarded there as to 
give us time to move off in ghod order for this place. We 
took two braſs field-pieces ; but, for want of horſes, could 
not bring them away. We alſo took ſome blankets, ſhoes, 
and a few other trifling articles, burned the hay, and deſtroy- 
ed ſuch other — 
mit of. f 

My original plan, ho. ] ſet out from Trenton, was, to 
have puſhed on to Brunſwic : but the harraffed ſtate of our 
troops (many of them having had no reſt for two nights and 
a day), and the danger of loſing the advantage we had gained 
by aiming at too much, induced me, by the advice of my offi- 
cers, to relinquiſh the attempt: but, in my judgment, fix or 
eight hundred freſh troops upon a forced march would have 
deſtroyed all their ſtores and magazines, —taken (as we have 
ſince learned) their military cheſt, containing ſeventy thouſand 
pounds, and put an end to the war. The enemy, from the 
beſt intelligence I have been able to get, were ſo much alarm- 
ed at the apprehenſion of this, that they marched immediately 
to Brunſwic without halting, except at the bridges (for I alſo 
took up thoſe on Millſtone, on the different routes to Brunſ- 
wic), and got there before day. | 

From the beſt information I have received, 8 Howe 
has left no men either at Trenton or Princeton. The truth 
of this I am endeavoring to aſcertain, that I may regulate 
my movements accordingly, 

The militia are taking ſpirits, and, I am told, are coming 
in faſt from this ſtate : but I fear thoſe from Philadelphia 
will ſcarcely ſubmit to the hardſhips of a winter campaign 
* longer, eſpecially as they very unluckily ſent their 
B 3  Nlankers 
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blankets with their baggage to Burlington. l muſt do them 
the juſtice however to add that they have undergone more 
fatigue and hardſhip, than I expected militia (eſpecially citi- 
zens) would have done at this inclement ſeaſon. I am juſt 
moving to Morriſtown, where I thall endeavor,to put them 
under the beſt cover I can :—hitherto we have been without 
any; and many of our poor ſoldiers quite barefoot, and ill 
clad in other reſpects. 


T have the honor to be, cc. e. W. 
Six, l Morriftown, January 7, 1777. 


LAM happy to inform you that the account of general 
Mercer's death, tranſmitted in my laſt, was premature, though 
it was mentioned as certain by many who ſaw him after he 
was wounded. By intelligence from Princeton yeſterday 
evening, he was alive, and ſeemed as if he would do well : — 
-unhappily he is a priſoner. Had it not been for the inform- 
ation I had of his death, I would have tried to have brought 
him away, though I believe it could not have been effected. 
The enemy have totally evacuated Trent and Prince 
towns, and are now at Brunſwic and the ſeveral poſts on 
the communication between that and Hudſon's river, but 
chiefly at Brunſwic. Their numbers and movements are va- 
riouſly reported : butall agree that their force is great. There 
have been two or three little ſkirmiſhes between their par- 
tics and ſome detachments of militia, in which the latter have 
been ſucceſsful, and made a few priſoners. The moſt con- 
ſiderable was on ſunday morning near Springfield, when 
eight or ten Waldeckers were killed and wounded, and the 
remainder of the party (thirty-nine or forty) made priſoners, 
- with two officers, by a force not ſuperior in number, and 

without receiving the leaſt damage, 
The ſeverity of the ſeaſon has made our troops, efpecial'y 
' the militia, extremely impatient, and has reduced the num- 
ber very confiderably. Every day more or leſs leave us. 
Their complaints, and the great fatigues they had undergone, 
Sin, ak induced 
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induced me to come to this place, as the beſt calculated of 
any in this quarter to accommodate and refreſh them. The 
ſituation is by no means favarable to our views; and, as 
ſoon as the purpaſes are anſwered for which we came, 1 
think to remove, though I confeſs I do not know how we 
ſhall procure covering for our men elſewhere. 

have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 


SIR, '+  Head-Quarters, Morriflown, Fan. 9, 177). 
I AM honored with yours of the firſt inſtant, in- 

cloſing ſundry reſolves relating to this and the northern army. 
Thoſe that reſpect my department ſhall be properly at- 
tended to. 

Lam obliged by your keto Baylor, on ho 
I ſhall confer the command of horſe to- which you recom- 
mend him. When the uniform for the regiment is fixed 
upon, a horſe properly capariſoned ſhall be provided and 
preſented to colonel Baylor. —There were Wan 
figure or value taken at Trenton. 
Since I wrote to you laſt, the enemy have withdrawn al 

their out-garriſons, and centred their whole force at and near 
HBrunſwie; but whether with an intention to make a ſtand 

| there or make another puſh towards Philadelphia, I cannot 
yet determine. Upon the evacuation of Elizabethtown, 
general Maxwell fell upon the enemy's rear, and made ſeven- 
ty prifoners and took a parcel of baggage. 


I have the honor to be, &c. — G. W. 
Sin, | Head-Quarters, Morriftown, Fan. 12, 1777 


I AM honored with yours of the ſixth, incloſing ſe- 
veral reſolves of Congreſs reſpecting an exchange to be 


propoſed between general Lee and the Heſſian field - officers - 


taken at Trenton. Colonel Ralle died the day after the ac- 


tion; and we left one of the majors ſo ill of his wounds, that 
B4 I am 
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I am in doubt of his recovery. I can however make an of, 


fer of all that remain, in exchange for general Lee, except 


one whom you order to be propoſed for | colonel Allen, If 
the offer is rejected by general Howe, I ſhall think myſelf 
then at liberty to remonſtrate to him on his treatment of ge- 
neral Lee. If he will not exchange him, he ſhould at leaſt 
admit him to his parole, as we have ever done their priſon- 
ers who have fallen into our hands. 

I underſtand from undoubted authority that they intend to 
try the general by a court-martial, as a deſerter from their 
ſervice, pretending that his reſignation was never accepted 


of. But I ſhall inform general Howe, that, if any ſuch ſtep 


is. taken under ſo ſhallow and illegal a pretext, and their 
ſentence ſhould extend either to affect his life or liberty, they 
may depend upon the moſt ſevere and adequate retaliation up- 
on our part, 

The enemy have made no move ſince my laſt. By every 
account, they begin to be diſtreſſed, particularly for forage, 
of which there is little or hone remaining in the ſmall circle 
they poſſeſs, except ſalt hay. 

By letters from general Heath, of the ninth, he was begin- 
ning to move down towards Kingſbridge with the troops 
from New-England. This muſt add to the diſtreſs of the 
enemy, who will, by this meaſure, be deprived of the ſub- 
ſiſtence they formerly drew from Weſt-Cheſter and the 
counties to the northward of Y ork-ifland, 

] have the honor to be, c. G. W. 


SIR, Head-Quarters, Morriftown, Fan. 14, 1777. 
Embrace this opportunity, by Mr. Hopkins, of in- 
forming you that the enemy remain upon their old ground at 
Amboy and Brunſwic. Our accounts ſtill confirm their want 
of forage, which I hope will increaſe. If their horſes are 
reduced this winter, it will be impoſſible for them to take 


the field in the ſpring, 


General 
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General Warner, with two regiments from Maſſachu- 
ſetts, is arrived here: general Heath, with the remainder of 
the troops from that ſtate, has by this time begun to move 
down towards Kingſbridge. 

I this day intend to ſend in a flag with letters to lord and 


general. Howe upon the ſubject of general Lee's exchange, 


and remonſtrating againſt the ſevere treatment of our priſon. 
ers. I incloſe you copies of both, for your inſpection and 


approbation.— have the honor to be, &c. . 
Six, Head-Quarters, Morrifiown, Fan. 17, 1777. 


I HAVE not had the honor of any of your favors 


ſince I wrote to you on the fourteenth inſtant, —No material 


alterations have happened in this quarter. The enemy, from 
every account, mean to make Brunſwic their advanced 
poſt for this winter. They are endeavoring to draw in 
all the forage they can get; in the courſe of which, they 
have daily ſkirmiſhes with our advanced parties: buy I 
think, do what they will, they muſt be diſtreſſed greatly be- 
fore the winter is over. 

By a late reſolve of Congreſs, the towns of Carliſle in 
Pennſylvania, and Brookfield in Maſſachuſetts, are fixed upon 
for the proper places to erect elaboratories, and lay up ma- 
gazines of military ſtores. Upon communicating this reſolve 
to general Knox who will have the principal direction of 
theſe matters, he was of opinion that Hartford in Connecticut 
would be on many accounts more convenient for that pur- 
poſe than Brookfield, particularly in reſpe& to buildings, 
which are already erected, and, though not ſuch as are im- 
mediately fit for the uſes they are intended, may be eaſily 
converted to them. —General Knox, and others whom I have 
conſulted upon the occaſion, alſo think that Yorktown will 
be full as ſafe, and more convenient than Carlifle.—If theſe 
two alterations ſhould, upon a reconſideration, appear to 
r in the ſame light, and no ſteps ſhould have been taken 

f towards 
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towards carrying matters into execution, I ſhould be glad 
that you would, by a new reſolve, permit me to direct the 
works to be carried on at the places laſt mentioned. 

Since I began this letter, your favor of the tenth was deli- 
vered to me, incloſing ſundry reſolves of Congreſs to which 
I ſhall pay due attention, and ſhall inform * * and * #* 
of their diſmiſſion from the ſervice of the ſtates. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


SIR, Head-Quarters, Morriſtown, Jan. 19, 1777. 
THE fluctuating ſtate of an army compoſed chiefly 
of militia bids fair to reduce us to the fituation in which we 
were ſome little time ago, —that is, of ſcarce having any army 
at all, — except reinforcements ſpeedily arrive. One of the 
batallions from the city of Philadelphia goes home to-day, and 
the other two only remain a few days Jonger upon courteſy. 
The time for which a country brigade under general Mit- 
flin came out 1s expired, and they ſtay from day to day by 
dint of ſolicitation, their numbers much reduced by deſer- 
tions. We have about eight hundred of the eaſtern continen- 
tal troops remaining of twelve or fourteen hundred who at 
firſt agreed to ſtay,—part engaged to the laſt of this month, 
and part to the middle of next. The five Virginia regiments 
are reduced to a, handful of men, as are colonel Hand's, 
Smallwood's, and the German batallion.— A few days ago 
general Warner arrived with about ſeven hundred Maſſachu- 
ſetts militia engaged to the fifteenth of March. 

Thus you have a ſketch of our preſent army, with which 
we are obliged to keep up appearances before an enemy al- 
ready double to us in numbers, and who from every account 
are withdrawing their troops from Rhode-Iſland, to form a 
junction of their whole army, and make another attempt ei- 
ther to break up ours, or penetrate towards Philadelphia,— 
a thing by.no means difficult now, as the 6: gb 
eaſy paſſage over the Delaware. r 

I do 
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Ido not yet know what effect general Heath's moving 
down towards New-York will have. — Yeſterday morning 
a conſiderable firing was heard, which ſeemed to be about 
Kingſbridge. - I am in hopes that his appearance on that 
quarter with a pretty large force will oblige them to withdraw 
part of theirs from Jerſey, to ſecure the city of New-York, 
which, by late accounts, is weakly garriſoned. General 
Heath has all the eaſtern and York militia with him, except 
the ſmall brigade under general Warner that I mentioned be- 


fore, one regiment of Connecticut, ſtopped at Providence in 


Rhode-Iſfand, and a number (how many I do not know) re- 
queſted by general Schuyler to be ſent to Ticonderoga.—lf it 
ſhould appear that they are regardleſs of the diverſion made 
by general Heath, and perſiſt in their plan of drawing their 
whole army. together in Jerſey, I muſt order him over with 
all his troops, except as many as are neceſſary to garriſon 
the forts and guard the paſſes in the Highlands. 

I have ordered away every officer that could be ſpared, — 
ſome to recruit, and ſome to collect the ſcattered men of the 
different regiments, who are diſperſed almoſt over the conti- 
nent :, for, of the vaſt numbers ſent to the hoſpitals at dif- 
ferent times, few ever returned after they got well. 

As militia muſt be our dependence till we can get the new 
army raiſed and properly arranged, I myſt entreat you to 
continue your endeavors with the ſtates of Pennſylvania, 
Maryland, and Virginia, to turn out every man they poffibly 
can, and for ſome longer time than they generally have ſti- 
pulated for. If they agree for a month or any limited time, 
it ſhould commence from the time they actually join the ar- 
my, and not from the time they leave their homes: other- 
wiſe the marching backwards and A conſumes the 
term of engagement. 


I think theſe demands of aid mould be made as quietly as 


the nature of the caſe will admit of, eſpecially at this time 
when we are deceiving our enemies with falſe opinions-of 
our numbers: for, to boaſt of our ſuperiority in that reipect 
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on one hand, and to call publicly on the people for aſſiſtance 
on the other, is an impropriety too glaring :—indeed it has 
been already noticed in ſome publications that I have ſeen 
from New-York. . | 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


_$1n, Head-Quarters, Morriflown, Jan. 20, 1777. 

| FAM favored with yours of the fifteenth inſtant, 
with the ſundry reſolves incloſed in it. If that reſpecting 
the continental currency is carried ſtrictly into execution, it 
cannot fail of fully re-eſtabliſhing its credit. 

I have no objeCtion to the three gentlemen who are recom- 
mended for field-officers in the New-Hampſhire regiment : 
they ſeem fully entitled to it, as they have raiſed the regi- 
ment. I will furniſh them with commiſſions from the date 
of their appointment, when applied to for that purpoſe. 

There is ſomething particular in the application of colonel 
Dubois and his officers for the ſum of five hundred and thir- 
teen dollars and two-thirds. They were to have been commiſ- 


ſioned provided they could raiſe the men; but, from their own 


pay- abſtract, it appears that fourteen officers only brought 
twenty-five men into the field. As they certainly did not 
comply with their agreement, I would, after ſtating the mat- 
ter as it really was, ſubmit it to Congreſs who have the diſ- 
poſal of the public money. 

have peruſed the petition of monſieur Faneuil and other 
French gentlemen. If they could raiſe ſuch a regiment as 
they propoſe, it would certainly be uſeful: but J have no con- 
ception that there are Canadians enough to be found even for 
a regiment of the common number, much leſs of two thouſand 
hree hundred and forty-ſeven, which is the number pro- 
tpoſed. I know, neither colonel Livingſton nor colonel Ha- 
zen could ever complete their Canadian regiments when they 
had the country open to them. As I would give encourage- 


ment to foreigners. of real merit, I would put the thing upon 
this 
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this footing : if monſieur Faneuil can procure a ſufficient 
number of officers to fill a regiment of the common ſire, 
and they can give any affurances of being able to rms Uh 
men, I would grant them commiſſions. 

I would beg leave to remark here, that, except we can 
throw the many foreigners who have commiffions in our 
army into a corps together, they will be entirely uſeleſs, as 
they can neither converſe with officers nor men in any gong 
kind of regiment. 

l Tam fo well aſſured that you would not recommend doctor 
Potts to ſucceed doctor Stringer in the northern department 
except you had ſufficient proof of his abilities in the medical 
line, that T readily concur with you in the appointment. 

I have received a piece of information which I am afraid 
is true, — and that is, that the Britiſh cruiſers have taken'a 
French veſſel with a large parcel of cannon and mortars on 
board. I know ſuch a one was expected, and gn 
more readily credit the account. | 

I am, fir, with reſpect and eſteem, &c. e. 


- 
2 ” 


Sin, Head-Quarters, Morriftows, Jan. 22, 777% 
MY laſt to you was on. the twentieth inſtant- 

Since that, I have the pleafure to inform you that general 
Dickinſon, with about four hundred militia, has defeated a 
foraging party of the enemy of an equal number, and has 
taken forty waggons, and upwards of a hundred horſes, moſt 
of them of the Engliſh draft breed; and a number of ſheep 
and cattle which they had collected. The enemy retreated 
with ſo much precipitation that general Dickinſon had only 
an opportunity of making nine priſoners. They were ob- 
ſerved to carry off à good many dead and wounded in light 
waggons. This action happened near Somerſet court-houſe 
on Millſtone river. © General Dickinſon's behavior reflects 
the higheſt honor upon him: for, though his troops were all 
raw, he led them through the river middle-deep, and gave 
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the enemy ſo ſevere a charge, that, although ſupported by 
three field - pieces, they gave way, and left their convoy. 
I have not heard from general Heath ſince the firing near 
Kingſbridge laſt ſaturday; which l cannot account for, unleſs the 
| North-river ſhould have been rendered impaſſable by the ice. 
But the account of his having ſurpriſed and taken Fort- Inde- 
pendence on friday-night laſt comes ſo well authenticated by 
different ways, that I cannot doubt it. It is faid that he took 
four hundred priſoners in that fort, and that he inveſted Fort- 
Waſhington on ſaturday, which occaſioned the firing, This 
3s brought out-by three of our officers who made their eſcape 
from New-York on ſunday, and is confirmed by a ſpy who 
went into Amboy, who ſays an expreſs had arrived at Am- 
boy from New-York, with an account of the loſs of Fort- 
Independence, and calling for a reinforcement to protect the 
city ; in conſequence of which, a number of troops had 
gone over. —[ have ſent in ſpies to Brunſwic and Amboy to 
know the truth of this : and if it appears that they have 
weakened themſelves to reinforce New-York, I ſhall proba- 
bly make ſome attempt upon them, if we have men enough 
left to do it. 

I ſhall be glad to know what ſtock of ſmall- arms you at 
preſent have, and what are your expectations ſhortly. The 
neceſſity that we have been and are now under, of calling in 
and arming the militia, ſcatters our armory all over the 
world in a manner: their officers are ſo irregular. that they 
generally ſuffer their men to carry home every thing that is 
put into their hands, which is forever loft to the public: 
The new-raiſed regiments will call for a great number of 
arms ; and I do not at preſent ſee how they are to be ſup- 
I would again beg leave to recall the attention of Congreſs 
to the appointment of general officers. I will not ſuppoſe 
the nomination of them is poſtponed upon & ſaving princi- 
ple, becauſe the advantage in having proper officers to ex- 

| 2 . WE . amine 
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amine the pay-rolls of their ſeveral regiments, and compare 
them with the returns of their brigades,—to ſee that the re- 
giments are provided with what is proper, and that no more 
than a ſufficiency is allowed. to keep officers to their duty, 
and not, while the ſpirited officer is encountering all the 
fatigues and hardſbips of a rigarous campaign, ſuffer a num- 
ber of others, under yarious frivolous pretences aud imaginaty 
ſickneſſes, to enjoy themſelves at the public expenſe at their 
own firelides:—l ſay, if the appointments are with-held upon 
parſimoniqus principles, the Congreſs are miſtaken : for. I 
am convinced, that, by the correction of many abuſes which 
it 1s impoſſible for me to attend to, the public will be benefht- 
ed in a great degree in the article of expenſe. —But this is not 
all. We have a very little time to do a very great work in. 
The arranging, providing for, and diſciplining a bundred and 
odd batallions is not to be accompliſhed in a day ; nor is it 
to be done at all with any degree of propriety, when we bave 
once entered upon the active part of a campaign. Theſe 
duties muſt be branched out, or they will be neglected, and 
the public injured. Beſides, were the brigadiers appointed, 
they might be facilitating the recruiting ſervice ; they would 
have time to get a little acquainted with their brigades, the 
wants of them, and caſe me of the great weight and burden 
which I at preſent feel. 
On whom the choice will or ought to light, I cannot un- 
* dertaketo ſay. In a former letter I took the liberty of ſubmit- 
ting to the conſideration of Congreſs the propriety of ap- 
pointing, out of each ſtate, brigadiers to command the troops 
of that ſtate—thinking, as a diſtinCtion is now fixed, a ſpirit 
of einulation might ariſe by this means, At any rate I ſhall 
take the liberty of recommending general Cadwallader as 
one of the firft for the new appointments. I have found him 
a man of ability, a good diſciplinarian, firm in his principles, 
and of intrepid bravery. I ſhall alſo beg leave to recom- 
mend colonel Reed to the command of the horſe, as a perſon, - 
in my JO every way qualified : for he is extremely ac- 
tive 
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tive and enterpriſing ; many ſignal proofs of which he has 
given this campaign. For the reſt, the members of Congreſs 
can judge better than I can: I can only ſay, that, as the army 
will probably be divided in the courſe of the next campaign, 
there ought, in my opinion, to be three lieutenant-generals, 
nine major- generals, and twenty-ſeven brigadiers:—in other 
words, there ought, at leaſt, to be a brigadier to every four 
' regiments, and a major-general to every three brigades.— 
The lieutenant-generals will, I preſume, be appointed out of 
the oldeſt major-generals, and the major- generals from the 
oldeft a, ee Nine brigadiers will then be to no- 
minate. 

I forgot before this to inform Congrel, that, fielding the 
regiment of light dragoons from Virginia, and colonel Shel- 
don's to be raiſed in Connecticut, I have only commiſſioned 
officers for four regiments. I was willing to try how theſe 
could be equipped before I put more officers into commiſſion. 
It is apprehended 'we ſhall find difficulty in providing ne- 
ceſſaries or even horſes for theſe four, regiments : if we 
ſhould not, I ſhall immediately ſet about the reſidue. Colo- 
nel Baylor, colonel Moylan ( who, as volunteer, has remain- 
ed conſtantly with the army ſince his diſcontinuance in the 
quarter-maſter's department), and colonel Sheldon, com- 
mand the three new regiments of light dragoons. 

The treaſury has been for ſome time empty, and the army 
has labored under the greateſt inconvenience for want of mo- 
ney. The recruiting ſervice is particularly injured by this, as 
many officers are now waiting only for bounty-money. I have 
alſo complaints from the eaſtward, of the want of money to 
carry on their recruiting ſervice. If we are not ſupplied with 
that neceſſary article, all matters muſt be at a ſtand. I muſt 
therefore beg, that, if Mr. Palfrey has not been already ſup- 
plied with'a large ſum, it may be done with the utmoſt ex- 
pedition, and that you will endeavor to keep up the ſupply 
by conſtantly ſending on ſmaller * 

I have the honor to be, cc. SG. W. 


7 


-  QFFICI Alc LETTERS: 17 


p. & £did not rrealle} major-general Lincoln in the pro- 
vincial ſervice of Maſſachuſetts, He is an excellent oct. 
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inſtant} inclofing/ a letter from the ſtate of New-York to 
Congrefs.- From the particular fituation of their ſtate in rtr 
gard to their being totally deprived of commerce, they cer- 
taioly muſt ſtand in need of the aſſiſtance of the other ſtates 
to provide them with clothing and every thing neceſſary for: 
the equipment of their forces ; and it ever was my intention 

to allow them a full propottion of the clothing purchaſed to 
the eaſt ward. whenever it came to hand. Little or none of 
r een IO par Debate” eee 
and expoſcd to the ſeverities of a winter campaign. | 

The convention 8 
themſelves out of the public ſtock, by ſtopping and making 
uſe of twenty-ſix bales of clothing coming un from the eaſt- 
ward to the army here. As this was done without conſult- 
ing me; I took the liberty of deſiring them not to do the like 
in future ;—not that I meant to deprive chem of their ſhare, 
but becauſe it diſappaiuted me of many articles which I ſtood 
in immediate want of, and had not provided from other quar- 
tors. But you may be aſſured, that, whenever returns are, 
made of the whole ſtock. of clothing, they. ſhall have their 
GG 
lar ſituation. 

e eee eee 
| fds. of eee Doctor Morgan, with moſt of his 
mates, has been conſtantly there ſince I left it with the 
main body of the army. It is in vain however to look back 
upon paſt misfortunes. . I will not pretend to point out the 
cauſes; but I know matters have been ſtrangely conducted in 
the medical line, I hope. your new appointment, wien it is 
made, will make the neceſſary B 
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that I ſhall not, the next campaign; have my ears, and eyes 
too; ſhocked with the complaints and looks of poor creatures 
periſhing for want of proper care either in the regimental or 
hoſpital ſurgeons. 

I agree with the convention in the expediency of obſtruct- 
ing the paſſage of the North-river in ſome place between the 
mouth and the Highlands. We have found that our labor and 
expenſe has been thrown away in endeavoring to do it below, 
where the channel is amazingly wide and deep; but, from the 
flight view-T have had of the river above, I think the paſſage 
may be eaſily obſtructed, and deferided: by proper fortifica- 
tions, as the river is ſo narrow that no veſſel going up could: 
poſſibly efcape the fire. I am no judge of what can be done 
towards fitting out the frigates at Poughłeepſie : that muſt 
be left to the gentlemen of the marine committee. 

The hint given by the convention of New-York, of the 
neceſſity and utility of a commiſſary of fotage, had ſtruck me 
before, and had been mentioned by general Mifflin, whoſe de- 
partment of quarter-maſter-generat-muſt be eaſed of part of 
the load which is at preſent thrown upon it. He is obliged in 
many inſtances to act entirely out of his proper line; and, 
inſtead of being confined to the duty of quarter - maſter-· gene- 
ral, is alſo waggon-maſter, and forage-maſter-general. —[ 
have wrote to two perſons that:\-chink- qualified to fill the 
office of ' wagtzoni-maſter 5 and I Hope one of them will ac- 
cept, That of commiſſary of forage thall be attended 10. 

The want of accurate maps of the country which has hi- 
therta been the ſcene of war bas beon of. great diſadvantage 
to me. I have in vain endeavored to procure: them, and 
have been obliged to make thift with. ſuch ſketches as I could 
truce out from my own-obſervation and that of gentlemen 
around me. I really think, if gentlemen of known charac- 
ter and probity could be employed in making maps (nᷣ om 
actual ſurvey) of the roads. the rivers, and bridges and fords 
over them the mouitains, and — ON them;—it 
would be of the greateſt advantage. 
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H . „and Propoſed "ie fixing : an agent for prifoners a 1 1 
New-York. I have not received an anſwer : but if he 
cedes to the apy; I hall appoint Mr. Lewis Pintard. 4 4 
Jam fo th at 1 am obliged to contradict the 0 
the taking 0 to ort-Independence as mentioned in m 28 
believe the e evacuation "of ſome Lale redoubts Len riſe 
to the report rt —T have not heard from general Ki Lince 
the Fourteenth inſtant, which I am amazed, a at. 1 am quit 
in the dark as to his "numbers, : and what pr ogrels he has, . | 
made. 1 "RON jy 
On the twenty- third, a. party of four hundred of our 
men, under colonel * * , fell in with two regiments of, the 
enemy, convoying a RE of wa ons from Brunſwic 49 | 
Amboy. a Our, advanced party under colonel Parker engaged 1 
them wich cat bravery upwards of twenty minutes, during | 
which tr time: colonel-commandant, was killed, and d the te. 
cond in co and mortally wounded. The people living | 
neuf the Ry of action ſay their killed and wounded were 
confiderable. We loſt only two men, who were made pri- 
ſonerz. Had Ae * * * come up with the main body, 
colonel Parker and the other officers think we ſhould haye 
put tem to the rout, as their confuſion w Was very gre 2 
and their ground diſadvantageous. | [ have ordered <5. 0 
under arreſt, and ſhall bring him to rial to anſwer for ſo EX» | 
traordinary a piece of conduct. Ry 8 2 
Reinforcements come up ſo extremely tam this 1 a | 
afraid I ſhall be left without any men before thay arrive. The 
enemy muſt be ignorant of our numbers, or r they have not 
horſes to move their artillery, or they would | not ; ſuffer us 1 3 
remain undiſturbed. I have repeatedly wrote to all dle rer | 
cruiting officers, to forward on their men as faſt a8 they co 
arm and clothe them: but they are ſo extremely averſe tg 
turning out of comfortable quarters, that I cannot get a man 
to come riear me, though 1 hear from all ak that the re- 
cruſting ſervice goes on with eat fuccels. It w uld be well 
if the dodrd of war, in _— * x _—_ iſſue = 
| orders 1 
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orders fag all officers to equip and forward their recruits to 
head-quartets with the greateſt expedition. 

By a reſolve of Congreſs paſſed ſome time ago, ad 
Schuyler 3 is directed to apply to. me for ninety-four tons of 
powder,—a quantity which it is impoſſible I ſhould have by 
me, and for which I do not know where to dire& him to ap- 
ply.” I could wiſh that returns were made to me of the 
quantity of powder on hand, and where it is to be found, 
that I may not be at a loſs at any time of emergency. 
©Since the reſignation of colonel Reed, the important office 
of adjutantegeneral has been left unfilled (I mean as to a 
principal), and I am much at a loſs how or where to find a 
perſon in eyery way capable and proper to execute the office. 
My inclinations lead me to confer the appointment upon a 
major Morris : but ample teſtimonials ſhauld be produced, 

and full proof of fidelity ought to de made, before an office 
of ſo high truſt {hould be conferred upon a perſon i in a man- 
ber a ſtranger to me, 1 only know major Morris from a 
mort perſonal acquaintance, and from report: he never even 
brought a letter of recommendation to me. From his conver- 
ſation and from the accounts L have received from others, 
he is a man of conſiderable military abilities; and, from 
his behavior in two inſtances, he is a man of bravery and 
conduct. His ſtory is ſimply this, —that he left the Britiſh 
ſervice” in diſguſt upon not receiving a promotion to which 
he was juſtly entitled. Perhaps ſome gentlemen of Congreſs 
may know more about him, or may be able to make ſuch in- 
quiries as night ſatisfy them as to the ſafety and propriety of 
appointing him. I have no other motive for wiſhing him a 
preference than that T think him the propereſt perſon that has 
eome under my notice, provided all matters before mention- 
dd were cleared up. —I ſhall wait the reſult of a determina- 
Yon of Congreſs before 1 proceed further in this appoint- 
ment: and I wiſh to be favored with their advice as ſpeedily 
2s poſbble ; for che remains of the old army is much diſar- 
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tion of the new in a great meaſure depends upon an able of- 
fittr in that line. I have the honor to be, & %. G. W. 


Sia, Had. Quurters, Morriſſotun, Fan. 31, 1517. 

1 Have none of your favors un- anſwered at pteſent — 
There is luck a demand upon me from all quarters for money, 
which I am unable to anſwer, that | cannot help again 
preſſing you to ſend on a ſupply. The recruiting ſervice is al- 
moſt at a ſtop here for want of money; and governor Trumbull 
writes me word that it is totally ſo in Connecticut. He adds 


that their loan-oficers cannot proceed in their buſineſs ſor 


want of proper check-books and notes; but that, if they 
were furniſhed with them, they could ſoon take in à ſuſfi- 
cient quantity to anſwer their purpoſes. 

I ſhall be glad to be informed whether I have a right to 
draw warratits upon the loan-officers in the different ſtates. 


— The ſtate of Connecticut advanced colonel Sheldon, at my 


requeſt, ten thouſand pounds lawful, to raife his regiment of 
horſe. | For their reimburſement they deſired me to give them 
4 draught upon the loan-office : but, not knowing whether 
Law dl oder nb Dk eb hd 
from you. | 


2 —— $o:thi afleroblies of the different 


ſtates, and inſiſt upon their paſſing a law to inflict a ſevere 
and heavy penalty upon thoſe who harbor deſerters, know- 
ing them to be ſuch. Our army is ſhamefully reduced by 
deſertion; and, except the people in the country can be 
forced to give information when deſerters return to their old 
. 7h HR EP FH 
the army to bring back the other. 

Dr 
inſtant. He was at and near Kingſbridge with his army. I 
do not find that he is likely to do more than to draw the at- 


tention of the enemy that way, and to cut them off from ſo- 
e ef which they are in great want—The es h 
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returned from Rhode-Iſland, by the laft accounts, but were 
daily expected. I have the honor to be, &c, S. W. 


S8 n,  _ Head-Quarters, Morriſtown, Feb. 5, 1777. 
IAM honored with yours of the twenty - fourth of 
Fun with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, and a petitiou af 
monſieur Pelliſier's incloſed, I am not the proper [per/an}to re- 
fer the petition to, as I am no judge of his merit asan engineer, 
having never had an opportunity of ſeeing any of his perform- 
ances At any rate I do not ſee the neceſſity of appointing him 
or any other perſon principal engineer at Ticonderoga : for 
that would exclude: any other, though of ſuperior abilities, 
from being ſent there. Beſides, as a corps of engineers will 
in all probability be ſoon eſtabliſhed, monſieur Pellifier's 
rank can then be ſettled with more propriety. 
I forgot to mention in any of my former letters that I had 
appointed captain Nathaniel Gueſt of Virginia to the com- 
mand of a regiment to be raiſed upon the frontiers of Virgi- 
nia and Carolina; and I have directed him, if poſſible, to 
bring a company or two of Cherokee Indians, If they can 
be procured, they will anſwer two valuable purpoſes, — one, 
as excellent ſcouts,— the other that they will be in ſact hoſ- 
tuges, and will ſecure the good behavior of their nation. 
Major Bland, commandant of che Virginia horſe, has de- 
fired to know whether there is not a neceſſity of giving a 
bounty and re-enliſting his regiment as continental troops. 
They were enliſted to ſerve in the colony; and the men were 
with ſome difficulty prevailed upon to march hither : but the 
ma afor thinks they would be 2 reconciled 950 receiv- 
ing the bounty. * 

U received a letter from Mr. Chaſe, deſiring I oth ap- 
point proper perſons to make inquiry into and take depoſi- 
tions concerning the behavipr of the Britiſh and foreign 
troops in Jerſey.” This would be an endleſs taſk, as their 
line of march is marked with devaſtation, and is a thing of 


ſuch! public notoriety that it demapds/no further proof. 
1 remon- 
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I remanſtrated with general Howe upon the treatment of 
our wounded at Princeton. You will ſec; by the incloſed 
letter from him, that he diſavows and deteſts the proveed- 
ing: but I fear that too much encouragement is given to 
ſuch barbarous behavior by the Britiſh officers ; for, in g 
late ſkirmiſh in which fir William Erſkine commanded, 
lieutenant Kelly of the fifth Virginia regiment was {lightly 
wounded in the thigh ; but, before he could get off che ficld, 
he was overtaken and murdered in a moſt , cruel manner. 
+ General Stephen informed me that he would write to fir 
William, and inform him, that, unleſs ſuch practices were 
put aſtop to, our ſoldiers would not be reſtrajngd from making 
retaliation... - 

By a lecter dank Heath, of, chahicios of lat 
month, I find that he had decamped from the neighbory 
hood of Kingſbridge, and removed back towards the White- 
Plains. His reaſons for doing ſo were that the troops could 
not ſtand the inclemency of che weather, and that he 

ſeared the troops expected from Rhode-Iſland would land 
upon his back. I have however ditected him to leave a body 
of light troops under an active officer, in order to harraſs 
their foraging parties, and to cover our own who are to re- 
move as much of the. forage from Welt-Cheſter county as 
they can; and, after leaving as many meu as will ſecure the 
paſſes in the Highlands, the remainder are to be ſent over 
here to join me ; for I am apprehenſive that the enemy are 
reinforcing themſelves at Brunſwic. = 

I ſhall to-morrow ſend out n ee en 
remove all the waggons, horſes, cattle and ſheep, or as ma- 
ny as poſſible, from the neighborhood of the enemy's lines. 
They are to attend particularly to the horſes > for if we can 
reduce thoſe that they at preſent have, and can hinder them 
from getting freſh ones from de adjacent country, it will be 
impoſſible for them to mave their au tillery and Waggons for- 
ward, ſhould they e neee erden towards 
Y.,mgt mam zi qua 2 dhe N bad 1 
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— laſt relolvebthar the militia of Baldimord, 
Harford, and Cecil counties in Maryland, are ordered out 
and to march this way. Let me entreat you to ſuffer none 
to go forward to Philadelphia but what are equipped with 
arms, accoutrements and blankets : they hurt the fervice 
much by taking thoſe things only for a ſhort time from the 
continental troops, many of women would _—_ be ena- 
bled to take the field. | 

The ſecretary of the board of war has tranſenſtted ane en- 
tracts of general Schuyler's letters in which he calls preſ- 
fingly for fome general officers to be ſent to his aſſiſtance. 
This will ſhew you the neceſſity of immediately making the 

ions recommended in mine of the twenty-ſecond of 

January; for at preſent I cannot ſpare a gericral officer from 
this quarter without injuring the ſervice. 

Nothing of conſequence has happened ſince I wrote to 
you laſt;"except a ſkirmiſh on the firſt of this month, five 
or fix miles from Brunſwic-landing, between our advanced 
parties (about ſeven hundred in the whole) and upwards of 
two thouſand of the enemy, under fir William Erſkine. The 
heat of the engagement was [borne by] colonel Scott of the 
fifth Virginia regiment, who, with about a hundred men, 
beat back two hundred of the Britiſh grenadiers. Several 
other officers behaved with great ſpirit; but there is ſome 
reaſon to ſuſpect that colonel * * , -who. commanded.our 
main body, did not behave armee -I have 
ordered a court upon him, that the matter may be fairly 
canvaſſed, n 
the evidence of thoſe who were preſent. 
Colonel * , ere of 
cowardice, broke his parole and went over to Bucks-coun- 
ty, I ſuppoſe with an intent to make his eſcape: but I diſ- 
patched a troop of 'light-horſe after him, who brought him 
back yeſterday ; and he is torake hivtrial on friday. 
The ſmall-pox has made ſuch head in every quarter, that 
IJ find it impoſſible to keep it from ſpreading through the 
, 6&1 . whole 
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whole army in the natural way, Ihave therefore determined, 
not only to inoculate all the troops now here that haye not 
had it; but ſhall order doctor Shippen to. inoculate the rre- 
cruits as faſt as they come in to Philadelphia. They will 


loſe no time, becauſe they will go through the diſorder while 


their clothing, arms and accoutrements are getting ready. 
From the firſt inſtitution of civil govefnment, it has been 
the national policy of every precedent ſtate to endeavor tg 
engage its members to the diſcharge of their public duty by 
the obligation of ſome oath : its force and happy influence 
has been felt in too many inſtances, to need any arguments 


to ſupport the policy or prove its utility. I have often thought 


the ſtates have been too negligent in this particular, and am 
more fully convinced of it from the effect general Howe's 


excurſion has produced in New-Jerſey.—An oath is the 


only ſubſtitute that can be adopted, to ſupply the defect of 
principle. —By our inattention in this article, we loſe a con- 
ſiderable cement to our own force, and give the enemy an 
opportunity to make the firſt tender of the oath of allegiance 
to the king. Its baneful influence is but too ſeverely felt at 
this time. The people generally confeſs they were compelled 
to take protection, and ſubſcribe the Declaration: yet it fur» 
niſhes many with arguments to refuſe taking any active part: 
and further they allege themſelves bound to a neutrality at 
leaſt. Many conſcientious people who were well-withers to 
the cauſe, had they been bound to the ſtates by an oath, 
would have ſuffered any puniſhment rather than have taken 
the oath of allegiance to the king ; and are now loft to our 
intereſt for want of this neceſſary tie. —Notwithſtanding tho 


obligation of the Aſſoctation, they do not conceive it to have 


the ſame effect as an oath. The more united the inhabitants 
appear, the greater difficulty general Howe will have in re- 
conciling them to regal government, and conſequently the 


leſs hope of conquering them. For theſe reaſons and many 


more that might be urged,” I ſhould ſtrongly recommend 
every ſtate to fix upon ſome oath or affirmation of allegiancs 


2 - to 
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to be "tendered to all the inhabitants without exception, and 
to outlaw thoſe that refuſe it. e 
I bave the honor to be, &c, TI aha G. W. 


— 
| : 


3 Head. Quarters, Morriflown, Feb. 11, 1117. 
I was yeſterday waited upon by two French gentle- 

meri, monſieur Romand de Liſle, and Robillard. The firſt 
produced a commiſſion figned by you in November laſt, ap- 
pointing him a major of artillery * but, by the incloſed letter 
from him to me, he claims much higher rank under the 
promiſe of Congreſs, —that of commandant of the continen- 
cal artillery. — Whether any ſuch promiſe was made, I leave 
you to determine. | 

"Robillard claims a captaincy of artillery : but, upon what 
he grounds his pretenſions, T do not know. I never ſaw 
hum but once before; Ka that was upon his way from Boſ- 
ron to Philadelphia. | 

"You cannot conceive what a weight theſe kind of people 
are upon the ſervice, and upon me in particular. Few of 
them have any knowledge of the branches which they pro- 
ſeſs to underſtand ; and thoſe that have are entirely uſeleſs 
as officers, from their ignorance of the Engliſh language. 
Iich it were poſſible to make them underſtand, when 
eommiſhons are granted to them, that they are to make 
themſelves maſters of the Engliſh language in ſome degree 
before they can be attached to any particular corps. 


I am, fir, with the greateſt reſpect, ; cc. G. W. 
P Head: Quarters, Miyriftrin, 1 Feb. 14; 1977: 


_ SINCE I had the honor of addreſüng you on the 
fifch inſtant, no event of an important and intereſting nature 
has 6cenrred, unleſs the ſucceſſes of our Parties in foraging 


«nd bringing off ſeveral horſes, - waggons, and ſome fat cat- 
* 41 20 48 43 
: . dle 
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tle and ſheep, which were contiguous to and around the 
enemy's! lines, are conſidered as ſuch. I then mentioned 
that · L had ſuch a ſcheme in contemplation, which was hap- 


pily accompliſhed the next day without any loſs. The ene- | 


my in turn have made frequent efforts in that way, but with 
little ſucceſs. Whenever they made the attempt, it never 


failed to / produce a ſkirmiſh. They have been common 


of late, but with little damage to either ſide. "SE 
We have certaim intelligence that they have drawn. thei 
greateſt part of their troops from Rhode-Ifland, and are told 
that part of them have landed on Staten-Iſland and at Am- 
bov, with a view: of augmenting their force at Brunſwic. 


Colonel * , agreeable to the information contained in 


— laſt, has been tried by a court-martial, and caſhiered. 


The proceedings and ſentence I directed to be tranſmitted to 


the ſecretary of the war-office, and to the priaters of this 
ſtate and Virginia, to be publiſhed. with 


General Lincoln is juſt arrived with a regiment of Maſſa- | 


chuſetts militia, about two hundred and fifty. This, he ſays, 


is ſucceeded by three more, which will make in the whole 


near eighteen hundred: but in this I think he muſt be miſ- 
taken, unleſs thoſe on the march are much fuller and larger 


than what they uſually are. - The whole are of pres f 


that were with general Heath. 

General Knox, by a letter of the firſt faite; informs me, 
that, on mature inquiry and examination, he finds Spring- 
field to be more convenient and much better calculated for 
an elaboratory and cannon-foundery, than any other part of 
the New-England ſtates. He adds that a quantity of copper, 


tin, and other uſeful materials, can be had there; and that 
the neceſſary works and preparations, from theſe and other 
advantages, can be. accomplithed at leaſt three or four months - 


ſooner there than any where elſe. In conſequence of his 
opinion, which I eſteem of weight, particularly. in this in- 
tance, and knowing the importance of, and how efſential 


ceſc eſtabliſaments are. I have venturedto order the works 


to 


4 
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to be begun there, without regard to what had been done at 
Brookfield, which was of but little conſequence. . The for- 
mer, beſides the many advantages mentioned by general Knox, 
ſtands on ConneQticut-river, and has a good navigation : yet 
is entirely ſecure againſt any attempts of the enemy, being 
twenty miles above Hartford, where the river is narrow, 
and too ſhoal to admit veſſels that can give the leaſt annoy- 
ance.—As nothing but the gocd of the ſervice could have 
led to this meaſure, I truſt it will be approved. 
I have wrote to the aſſembly of Maſſachuſetts ſtate and the 
convention of New-Hampſhire, requeſting their good of- 
fices and exertions to promote the railing of their regiments 
as expeditiouſly as poſſible, and to forward the whole of the 
quotas firſt exacted from them, to Ticonderoga. Their 
contiguity to that poſt more than to any other, the import- 
ance of it, and general Schuyler's apprehentions that the 
enemy may attempt to paſs the lake (if not on che ice) as 
ſoon as itis open, — added to the great trouble, expenſe, and 
loſs of time it will ſave in marching them elſewhere, and 
others there who are much more diſtant and remote, induced 
me to determine ſo. I find the council of the former, on ge- 
neral Schuyler's earneſt application, before · my letter reached 
them, had determined to ſend four regiments as ſoon as they 
could be completed. I only with the whole may be made 
up in a ſhort time, and that their arrival may be early e- 
nough to prevent thoſe inconveniences and fatal conſequences 
which the want of a ſufficient force in that quarter -would 
ſubje us to, were the enemy to paſs the lakes at this 
time, W | | 
Mr. James Meaſe is now here in conſequence of being ap- 
pointed clothier-general. He is adjuſting a plan for anſwer- 
ing the end of his appointment, and making an eſtimate, to 
be laid before Congreſs or their ſeeret committee, of ſuch 
clothes as may be neceſſary to import for the army. 
It is with much concern that the ſituation of our affairs 
- obliges me to mention ſo frequently the want of money, eſ- 
05 pecially 
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pecially hen I am perſuaded every means are uſed to furs 
niſh it · Our diſtreſs on this accqunt is great indeed; and 


the injury the ſervice receives, almoſt inconceivable :—not a 
day, an hour, or ſcarcely a minute paſſes, without complaints 
and applications on this head. The recruiting the regiments 


is moſt materially retarded by it. PST Pe 
Tin o'clock, P.\M.—Juſt now a flag returned, that went 

to Brunſwic to-day, who brought the ineloſed letters from 

general Lee, which I do myſelf dhe honor to tranſmit _ 
with a copy of one to myſellli. 


| * 1 Hund s c. u. 
Six, 188 Merriftows, Feb. 145 ons 


1000 mylelf the honor to incloſe you a plan drawn 
up by doctor Shippen in concert with doctor Cochran, for 
the arrangement and ſuture regu.ation of the general hoſpi- 
tal. As this plan is very extenſive, the appointments numo- 
rous, and the ſalaries affixed to them at preſent; large, 1 did 
not think myſelf at liberty to adopt any part of it before! 
laid it before Congrels for their approbation. I will juſt re- 
mark, that, though the expenſe attending an hoſpital upon 
the incloſed plan will be very great, it will in the end not 
only be. a ſaving; to the public, WAIESS 46 9 $a 
of keeping an army a · foot. | 

Me are now. eee eee 
ackeuly, recruiting an army of upwards of a hundred ba- 
tallions. The enſuing campaign may, from the ſame cauſes, 
prove as ſickly as the laſt : and if the hoſpitals are in no better 
condition for the reception of the lick, our regiments will be 
reduced to companies by the end of the campaign; and thoſe 
poor wretches who. eſcape with life will be either ſcattered 
up and down the country, and not to be found, or, if found, 
totally enervated and unfit for further duty. By theſe means 
not only the bounty is laſt, but the man is loſt alſo: and I 

leave you to judge whether we have men enough toallow of 


* 
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ſuch a'confumption of lives and conſtitutions as have been loſt 
the laſt campaign. For my own part I am certain, tliat, if 
the army which I hope we ſhall have in the held this year i 
fuffered to moulder away by fiekneſs/ as it did the laſt, we 
muſt look for reinforcements to atme 
own ſtates. * 
Ihe number of officers mentioned Wide incloſed plan U 
— are neoeſſary for us, becauſe they are found ſo in 
the Britiſh hoſpitals : and, as they are eſtabliſhed upon the ſur- 
eſt baſis, that of long experienee under the ableſt phyſicians 
and ſurgeons,. we ſhould not hefitare a moment in adopting 
_ their regulations, when they ſo. plainly tend to correct and 
improve our former want of method and 8 in this 


Ie pay affixed to the different + appointments is, as I 
Gaid before, great, and perhaps more than you may think 
adequate to the ſervice. In determining upon the ſum that 
is to be allowed to each, you ought to conſider that it ſhould 
be, fuck: as will induce gentlemen of character and kill in 
their profeſſion to ſtep forth, and in ſome manner adequate 
to the practite which' they have at home: for, unleſs ſuch 
gentlemen are induced to undertake the care and manage- 
ment of our hoſpitals, we had better truſt to the force of na- 
ture and conſtitution, tlian ſuffer perſons entirely ignorant 
of medicine to deſtroy us by ill-· directed applications. | 
I I hear from {every quarter that the dread of undergoing the 
ſame. miſeries for want of proper care and attention when 
fack; has much retarded the new enliſtments. particularly to 
the, ſouthward. This is another reaſon for eſtabliſhing our 
hoſpitals upon a: large and generous lan: for we ought to 
make che ſervice as agrecable and enticing as poſſihle to the 
ſoldiery. many of whom (eſpecially when we call fortꝭ᷑ the 
milisia) not ouly quit the comforts but the luxuries of liſe. 
A e days ago doctor * ſeut me the ĩneloſed ma- 
noſeript. which is a vindication of his co ust, upon Which 
de delites 3 court . may be held. I tranſmit it td 


cut N you 
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vou by his direction. As I do not, know. what particular 
charges were alleged againſt him, I can fay nothing to, it or, 
about it. Vou will find a plan of his alſo incloſed, forthe 
better regulation of che hoſpital : 3 
included in doctor Shippen's plan. e 

P 
fixing upon the proper places for hoſpitals, and man other 
preparations, I could wiſh. that Congreis would take this, 
matter under their immediate conſideration, and favor me 
with their ſentiments thereon as ſoon e 


e eee eee 1 4111 to bac fon G. ur. 
dia gf. l tr5.x5 , a 7 9ver! 3. om. of) 
—44 .. d E. 2. Jrai'y 
3 S mage Alan lan, "Feb. 20, 1727s, 


THE principal deſign of this, is 40 inform you that. 
we have ſtrong reaſons to believe that the enemy are on the 
point of making ſome puſh. What theig object is,—whether 
to beat up our quarters and to extend their own, to make a 
large forage and collection of provender of which they gre 
in great want, or to turn their views towards the Dela- 
ware,—1s'a matter of uncertainty. ; but it ſeems probable that 
one of theſe things they have in contemplation. Such of their 
troops as have returned from Rhode-Iſland have landed at 
Amboy, and, with them, ſeveral pieces of heavy artillery. 
General, Howe is come over too, and, it is ſaid, lord Percy, 
Their number at Brunſwic and the landing place, before the 
arrival of this laſt reinſorcement, was eſtimated "A even Fn 
eight thouſand. 1 1 

[ have. ordered the mod * — attention to be < 
* ſerved. at our ſeveral poſts, to guard againſt ſurpriſes, and 
every preparation to be made that the weak and feeble tate 
of our little army will admit of. At this time we are only, 
about four thouſand ſtrong.—a force, you will ſuppoſe, un- 
equal to a-ſuccelsſul oppolition, if they were not militia, and 
far too ſmall for the exigencies of our affairs. It is impoſſi · 


u obtaig n though they are daily 7 
3 
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for,—owing to the frequent and almoſt n e 
fome of the corps. 

Colonel Nietfon of Brunſwic, with ae * ls, 
on the morning of the eighteenth, ſurpriſed major Stockdon, 
whom he took with fifty-nine privates of general Skinner's 
corps, killing four, and bringing away che arms of the whole, 
Wich fome' blankets. This about balances the loſs of a 
militia guard which a party of Britiſh are Dok * week 
in Monmouth, near the Hook. © | 

I wiſh to be informed how the regiments hor an 
art to he armed, and of the proviſion that has been made for 
the ſame. I have reaſon to fear, indeed I am convinced, that 
there is a great deficiency 1 in many, if not in the whole of the 
Nktes, in this article: every letter that I receive from them 
mentions their want, and calls 3 A 


— Rog #127 200k SG. W. 
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*-- © MONSIFUR Faneuil, ho ſome time ago laid a plan 
before you for raiſing and officering a corps of Freneh- 
men, waited upon me yeſterday. ' His ſucceſs, as I expected, 
has been ſmall in enliſting or rather engaging Canadians, l 
cannot find that he has met with more than thirty or forty 
who would be willing tu ferve with him. © He is now upon 
another ſcheme, —that of 'raiſing, arming, and clothing = 
number of men in the French iflands. - To grant a commiſ- 
ſion of that kind is without the extent of my powers, and J 
| have therefore deſired him to go forward; and lay his propo- 
falls before Congreſs. If they appear feaſible, they may be 
adopted: but I would beg leave to obſerve that one precau- 
tion will be neceſſary, that is, that the commiſſions of mon- 
fieur Faneuil and his officers ſhould depend upon the per- 
formance of their agreement for raiſing wy certain nder 
'of men. 
I have often mentioned to you the diſtreſs I am every now 
* . | « | and 


— 
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and chen laid under by the application of French officers for 
commiſſions in our ſervice... This evil, if I may call it fo, is 


ſwarms from old France and the iſlands. There will w. 1 


fore be a neceſſity of providing for them or diſcountenancing _ 


dem. To do the firſt is difficult; and the laſt, diſagreeable, 


and perhaps impolitic if they are men of merit :—and it is 


impoſſible to diſtinguiſh theſe. from mere / adventurers, of 
whom, I am convinced, there are the greateſt number, They 
ſeldom bring more than a commiſſion and paſſport, which, we 
know, may belong to a bad as well as a good officer. 

Their ignorance of our language, and their inability to re- 
cruit men, are unſurmountable obſtacles to their being in- 


grafted into our continental batallions: for, our officers, who 


have raiſed their-men, and have ſerved through the war upon 
pay that has hitherto not borne their expenſes, would be diſ- 


guſted if foreigners. were put over their heads :—and 1 aſſure | 


you, few. or none of theſe gentlemen look lower than field- 
officers? commiſſions,” , To give them all brevets, by which 
they have rank and draw pay without doing any ſervice, is 
ſaddling the continent with a vaſt expenſe :. and to form them 
into corps, would be only eſtabliſhing corps of officers; for, 
as I ſaid before, they cannot poſſibly raiſe any men. 3 
Some general mode of diſpoſing of them muſt be adopted; 
ſor it is ungenerous to keep them in ſuſpenſe, and at great 
charge to themſelves : but I am at a loſs how to point out 
this mode.—Suppoſe they were told in general, that no man 
could .obtain -a commiſſion, except he could raiſe a num- 
ber of men in proportion to his rank. This would etfectu- 
ally ſtop the mouths of common appliers, and would leave 
us at liberty to make proviſion for gentlemen of undoubted 
military character and merit, who would be very uſeful 
as ſoon as they acquired our language. | 
If you approve of this, or can think of any better method, 
be pleaſed to inform me as ſoon as you poſſibly can; for, if 
Vol. II. D:* 
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I had a deciſive anfwer to give them, it would not only ſave 
me much trouble but much time, which I am no obliged to 
beſtow in heatihg their different preconſions e merit; d 
their expectations thereupon. 4 — 

I incloſe you the papers which monſiewr Faheult kd 
ly laid before the council of Maſſachuſetts: _ may be of 
uſe if you-enter"ifito'n e 4 qe | 

"1 have the honor w bay He. tr GW 
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SIR, — — 3 2009 
on Nw wie reſolved that ſever#l regiments 
of cavalry ſhould be raiſed to form à part of theie army, I 
beg leave, through you, to lay before them the incloſed liſt of 
oMters waich appear neceſſary to be appointed to euch corps, 
ard which they will be pleaſed to eftabliſh. At the fame 
time l ſhould ſuppoſe it highly expedient to fix their pay and 
chat of the privates. There is now one regiment in ſervice, 
and three more recruiting: this makes it indiſpenſubly neceſ- 
fary that ir {h6uld be done. Applications are eonftantly 
making, to know what the pay is, — 
againſt the ſervice for want of due information. 
I have tranfmitted a liſt of ſuch pay as ſeemed to be Beute 
reaſonable for part of the officers to receive when colonel 
Sheldon's regiment was directed to be levied, and a copy of 
the memorandum made at that time. This, colonel Sheldon 
conteived, would not be more than adequate to their ſervices, 
trouble, and expenſe, and which ia-ſome degree was founded 
vn the opinions of other gentlemen. of whom inquiry was 
made upon the ſubject. I did not fix it in the inſtances 
here it is ſet down with certainty,, as the memorandum 
VLin ew. A criterion, by which I was alſo governed upon 
| that occaſion, was the reſolve appointing Mr. Sheldon lieu- 
tenant-colonel-commandant with the rank and pay of colonel. 
From thence I attempted to n that of ſome other of- 
C * 
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keers—Upon-the whole I think it ſhould be ſettled without 
e e e eee A Ho portal e 
greſs to be had to it. At h Aan 

8 tnvly; eritjcal Gration, for yeant of x fuf- 
ficient force to oppoſe the enemy who are now ready, and, 
before many days elapſe, will take the field, induced me to 
expect chat the troops raiſing in the ſouthern ſtates, and in- 


ty of the meaſure, and I requeſted it: but, to my great anxiety 
and ſurpriſe, I am told that this line of conduct js totally neg- 
lected, though a great number of recruits are actually engaged. 
I muſt entreat Congreſs to interpoſe again with their moſt 
preſſing applications and commands that this expedient may 


de adopted without a moment's delay. No injury can re- 


ſult from it, becauſe a ſufficient number of proper officers 
cu d de hi 40 recruit the corps en full com- 
plement. 

Nor will eee 
me to be ſilent on that head. Let the ſtates be urged to ſend 


their men equipped with them and every other neceſſary, if 


poſſible. I know not what ſupplies may be in ſtore elſe- 
where, or in the power of Congreſs: but they muſt not de- 
pend upon their being furniſhed here with any, or but with 
very ſew : no human prudence or precaution could ſecure 
but a ſmall part of thoſe belonging to the public, and in 
the hands of the ſoldiery, from being embezzled and carried 


„ eee 8 


abuſes be reſtrained in the militia. 
dn, ae Marriflown, Feb. 28, 2 


NO military operation of any conſequence has oc» 


curred fince I had the honor of writing to you laſt, except. 


D 2 | that 


tended for this army, would march in companies or half com- 
panies as they were made up, without waiting for their regi- 
ments to be complete. Policy ſtrongly ſuggeſted the proprie- - 
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chat on ſunday I received information that the enemy were 
advancing in a manner and in numbers ſo much greater than 
uſual, that it looked like a prelude to an attack upon our 
poſts, which were immediately put in the beſt preparation to 
receive them. It turned out to be only a ſtronger foraging 
party than uſual. They were however oppoſed in fo ſpirit. 
ed a manner by our adyanced parties, thatthey were checked, 
and retired in the afternoon towards Amboy, from whence 
they came. Their loſs in the courſe of the day, from the 
beſt accounts T can get, amounts to about one hundred in 
| killed, wounded, priſoners, and deſerters. Some people who 
were near the ſcene of action, and who have picked up ac- 
counts from thoſe who have ſince been in Amboy, are ſan- 
guine enough to ſuppoſe that they loſt five hundred altoge- 
ther : but of this I rann 
ewo killed and ten wounded. 

I was in hopes, that, by the time the militia who are now 
in ſervice would be diſcharged, we ſhould have a conſidei- 
able number of the new levies in the field: but, though I have 
teports from all quarters of the great ſucceſs of recruiting, I 
cannot get a man of them into ſervice. General Johnſon's 
militia all go the fifth of March (many are gone already), 
and, general Lincoln's on the fifteenth, Theſe two bodies 
form ſo conſiderable a part of our force, that, unleſs they are 
replaced, I ſhall be left in a manner deſtitute : for I have no 
great hopes of ſeeing an equal * of continental troops 
by that time. 

I have wrote to Neunte, to endeavor to get a rein- 
forcement of militia from thence ; and I am told the militia 
from the counties of Baltimore, Hartford, and Cecil, in Ma- 
ryland, are on their march: but as I have it not from any au- 
thority, I know not when to expect them, or in what num- 
bers. They are about paſſing a militia-law in this ſtate, 
which may perhaps have ſome effect: but at preſent they 
are under no regulation at all. 


I have in my hte letters recommended ſeveral things ta 
| our 
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your-confderation; particularly that of a promotion of ge- 
neral officers. The very well-being of the new army de- 
pends upon its being done ſpeedily. Not only this, but we 
are now ſuffering for want of brigadiers. General Schuyler 
has wrote moſt preſſingly for the aſſiſtance of general officers ; 
and I have none to ſend him without injuring the ſervice in 
this quarter. The hoſpital plan too requires an anſwer, as 
nothing can be done in the nomination of the proper officers 
till I have your determination. There are ſeveral other mat- 
ters of conſequence before you, to which I am waiting your 
anſwers before I can proceed upon the reſpective points to 
which they refer. 
Incloſed you have a letter from the widow of a brave of- 
ficer who was killed at Princeton, If any proviſion is made, 
TI do not recollect what it is: if there is any, pleaſe to inform 
me: if there is not, I can venture to recommend her as a pro- 

per objec, to make ſome reparation for her great loſs. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Mine of the twentieth mentioned that lord Percy had 
arrived with the troops from Rhode-Iſland: but I find he re- 
mains there, By ſome gentlemen juſt arrived from Boſton, . 
doctor Franklin's arrival in France is mentioned with cer- 
tainty. A ſhip come to Salem brings the intelligence, the 
captain of which ſays the doctor had got in five days before 
his departure ; alſo that captain Weeks made two prizes in 
his paſſage, and they were condemned and fold at Bordeaux. 


— — 


Six, Head-Quarters, Morriſtown, Marc 1, 1777. 
I WAS this evening honored with your fayor of the 
twenty-third ultimo, accompanied by ſundty proceedings of 
Congreſs, Thoſe reſpecting general Lee, and which preſcribe 
the treatment of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the five 
Heſfian field-officers, are the cauſe of this letter. | 
Though I ſincerely commiſerate the misfortunes of general 
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Lee, and feel much for his preſent unhappy fitwation, yet, 
with all poſſible deference to the opinion of Congreſs, I fear 
that theſe reſolutions would not have the deſired effect. are 
founded in impolicy,—and will, if adhered to, produce con, 
ſequences of an extenſive and melancholy nature, Retalia- 
tion is certainly juſt, and ſometimes neceſſary, even where 
attended with the ſevereſt penalties : but, when the evils which 
may and muſt reſult from it exceed thoſe intended to be redreſ. 
Ted, prudence and policy require that it ſhould be avoided.— 
Having premiſed thus much, I beg leave to examine the juſ- 
tice-and expediency of it in the inſtances now before us. 

From the beſt information I have been able to obtain, ge- 
neral Lee's uſage has not been fo diſgraceful and diſhonor- 
able as to authoriſe the treatment decreed to thoſe gentlemen, 
was it not prohibited by many other important conſiderations. 
His continement, I believe, has been more rigorous than has 

been generally experienced by the reſt of our officers, or 
| thoſe of the enemy who have been in our poſſeſſion : but 
if the reports be true (received on that head), he has been 
provided with a decent apartment and with moſt things neceſ- 
ſary to render him comfortable. This is not the caſe with 
one of. the officers comprehended in the reſolves, if his letter, 
of which a copy is tranſmitted, deſerves your credit. Here 
retaliation ſeems to have been prematurely begun ; or, to 
ſpeak with more propriety, ſeverities have been and are exer- 
ciſed towards colonel Campbell, not juſtified by any that ge- 
neral Lee has yet received, 

In point of policy, under the preſent ſituation of our af- 
Fairs, this doQtrine cannot be ſupported, The balance of 
priſoners is greatly againſt us; and a general regard to the 

ppineſs of the whole ſhould mark our conduct. Can we 
imagine that our enemies will not mete the ſame puniſh- 
ments, the ſamg indignities, the ſame cruelties, to thoſe be- 
longing to us, in their poſſeſhon, that we-impoſe on theirs in 
oun power } Why ſhould we ſuppoſe them to poſſeis more 
umapity than we have ourſelves ? or why ſhould an incf- 

fect 


a] 
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— relieve the ditrfica of one brave unſortu- 


nate man involve many more in the ſame calamities? S 
However diſagrecable the fact may be, the enemy at this 
time have in their power, ang ſubject to their call, near three 
hundred; officers. belonging to the army of the United States, 
In this number there are ſome of high rank; and moſt of 
them are men of brayery and of merit. The quota of theirs in 
our hands bears no proportion, being not more than fifty at 
moſt. Under theſe circumſtances we ſhould certainly do no 
act to draw upon. the gentlemen belonging to us, and who 
have already ſuffered a long captivity, greater puniſhmentz 
than they have and now experience. It we ſhould, what 
will their feelings be, and thoſe of their numerous and exten- 
five connexions ?—Suppaſe. the treatment preſcribed for the 
Heſſians ſhould be. purſued, will it not eſtabliſh what the 
enemy have been aiming to effect by every artifice and the 


 golſeſt miſrepreſentations,—l mean, an opinion of our eumi- 


ty towards them, and of the cruel conduct they experience 
when they fall into our hands, a prejudice which we on 
our part have heretofore thought it politic to ſuppreſs and to 
root out by every act of lenity and of kindne(s?—lt certainly 
will: the Heſſians would hear of the puniſhment. with all 
the circumſtances of heightened exaggeration, —would feel 
the injury, without inveſtigating the cauſe, or reaſoning upon 


the juſtice or neceſſity of it. The miſchiefs, which may and 
muſt inevitably flow from the execution of the reſolves, ap- 


pear to be endleſs and innumerable, 
On my own part, I have been much embarraſſed on the 


ſubject of exchanges already. Applications ara daily made 
by both friends and enemies, to complete them as far as cir- - 


cumſtances of number and rank will apply. Some of the 

former have complained that a diſcrimination, i is about ta b 

adopted, perhaps injurious to their repu: ation, and certainly 

depriving them of their right of exchange in due courſe, as 

eſtabliſhed upon the principles of equality propoſed laſt year,” 

aceeded. to by both parties, and now ſubliſtiug. The hy 
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ter charge me with a breach of — CES ts 
perform the agreement. | 
Many more objections might be fubjoined, were they ma- 


terial :I ſhall only obſerve that the preſent ſtate of our ar- 


my (if it deſerves that name) will not authoriſe the language 


of retaliation or the ſtyle of menace. This will be conceded 


by all who know that the whole of our force is weak and 
trifling, and compoſed of militia (a very few regular troops 
excepted) whoſe ſervice is on the eve of expiring. 

There are ſeveral other matters which might be mentioned 
upon this ſubject, would time and opportunity permit: but 
as they will not, I beg leave to refer you to colonel Walker, 
who will deliver this, and give ſatisfaction to any inquiries 
that may bedeemed neceſſary. Perſuading myſelf that Congreſs 
will indulge the liberty I have taken upon this occaſion, [ 
have only to wiſh for the reſult of their deliberations after 
they have reconſidered the reſolves, and to aſſure them that 
T have the honor to be, &c, PA. G. W 


* 


Sin, FHead-Quarters, Morriſlown, March 6, 1117. 

I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit you the incloſed 

copy of a letter from , general Lee, received by a flag on 
tueſday laſt. You will perceive from thence his wiſhes and 
expectations of ſeeing ſome members of Congreſs in conſe- 
quence of his letter upon that ſubject. None of the paſſports 


which he mentions were ſent out, though the letter came 


by general Howe's permiſſion as the others did. I ſhould be 


happy to relieve his anxiety as far as I could, by ſending in 
major Morris : but this I cannot do till a ſafe- conduct is 
gran ed. ä "I 

The more I conſider the reſolves reſpecting lieutenant · co- 
lonel Campbell and the Heſſian officers, the more convinced 
I am of their impolicy. The propoſilion made by Congreſs 


for the exchange of priſoners, and which by their direction 


was tranſmitted to general Howe, was founded on princi- 
ples 
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ples of equality in number and in rank. From hence no de- 
mand, as a matter of right, can be made of general Lee's re- 
leaſementfor any officer or number of officers of inferior rank: 
whatever is or might be done in ſuch inſtance, would be of 
favor and indulgence. The only cartel that now ſubſiſts is 
the one T have mentioned. This, ſo far as it goes, is a bene- 
ficial one: it recogniſes the rank of our officers, and inſures 
their diſcharge from captivity whenever we are poſſeſſed of a 
like number belonging to them, and of the fame rank. If 
on our part it ſhould be violated, —if it is not obſerved, —ſure- 
1y it will and muſt ceaſe to be obligatory on general Howe. 
What conſequences may then enſue, I leave to your conjec- 
ture, 

If it be objected that the above obſervations, and what 1 
ſaid in my former letter, prove that no treatment received by 
our officers ſhould be retaliatedon theirs, — my anſwer is, that 
the proportion of officers in their hands is at leaſt fix to one 
in ours. This conſideration, ſuppoſing we had a right to 
demand general Lee's liberty, would be of great weight, and 
_ ſufficient to prevent, in my opinion, the execution of the re- 
ſolves. —I have ä to be, in haſte, 2 
1 G. W 


SIR, Head-Quarters, Morriſtown, March 14, 1777. 
I WAS honored ſeveral days ago with your letter 
of the twenty-fifth ultimo, with its incloſures, the receipt 
of which was omitted to be acknowledged in my laſt. 
Could I accompliſh the important objects ſo eagerly wiſhed 
by Congreſs, —< confining the enemy within their preſent 
quarters, preventing their getting ſupplies from the country, 
and totally ſubduing them before they are reinforced,” —I 
ſhould be happy indeed. But what proſpect or hope can 
there be of my effecting ſo deſirable a work at this time) 
The incloſed return, to which I ſolicit the moſt ſerious atten- 
tion of Congreſs, comprehends the whole force I have in 
| I Jerſey, 
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Jerſey: It is but a handful, and bears no proportion, on tlie 
ſcale of numbers, to that of the enemy. Added to this, the 
major part is made up of militia. The moſt ſanguine in 
ſpeculation cannot deem it more that Ann 
valuable purpoſes of war. 
The reinforcements mentioned to be n bn general 
Heath were merely ideal, — nearly the whole of the eaſtern 
troops which were with him being here before. They were 
only engaged till to-day: and to-day they leave the camp. 
Their ſervice has been of pretty long continuance, and al- 
moſt the whole of the winter months. What proſpect there 
may be of immediate ſuccours from other quarters, I know 
not: but from the militia of this ſtate I cannot expect to de. 
rive much more aid. Thoſe who are well affected have been 
fo frequently called from their homes, that they are tired out, 
and almoſt profeſs an abhorrence of the ſervice: nor have I 
heard as yet that any continental troops are on the way. I 
have wrote to the brigadiers-general in moſt of the ſtates 
upon the ſubject, and alſo to the colonels, urging them by 
every motive to exert themſelves in ee the men and 
to forward them on. | | 
I confeſs, ſir, I feel the + vainful anxiety wha I re, 
fled on our ſituation and that of the enemy. Unleſs the 
levies arrive ſoon, we muſt, before it be long, experience 
ſome intereſting and melancholy event. I believe the eneiny 
ha ve fixed their object, and the execution will ſurely be at- 
tempted as ſoon as the roads are paſſable. The unprepared 
ſtate, in which we are, favors, all their deſigns ;, and it is 
much to be wiſhed that they may not ſucceed to their warm- 
eſt expectations. | N 
On recurring to the late ——— of brigadiers, 1 | 
find the number-appointed to be ſhort of what I took the li: 
berty to recommend, and not competent to the exigencies of 
the ſervice, ſuppoling the whole in oſſice before, and thoſe 
lately created, conſent to act, which I have reaſon to believe 
will not be the caſe. I ſhall only beg leave to refer you to 
Wits 7 1 my 


hy 
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my former letters upon this ſubject, and to afſure you that 
many diſadvantages will reſult from not having a ſufficieut 
number of officers of this rank. We have always been de- 
- icientin' this inſtance ; aud certain I am that the ſervice has 
been greatly injured by it. The proportion I mentioned was 
full ſmall, and, in my opinion, ſhould not be diſpenſed with. 

I would” alfo take the liberty of mentioning again (having 
received no anſwer upon the ſubject) that ſettling the hoſpital 
plan and eſtabliſhment becomes more and more neceſſary. 
It is an object of infinite importance; and the difficulties of 
doing it on a proper foundation will be great, if not almoſt 
inſurmountable, ſhould it be deferred till the campaign 
opens, and the enemy begin their operations. The bene- 
fits of the inſtitution will ſoon be known :—the want was 
ſeverely felt in the courſe of the laſt year. 

There is one thing more which claims, in my opinion, 
the earlieſt attention of Congreſs, I mean the pay of the re- 
gimental ſurgeons, and that of the mates. Theſe appoint- 
ments are ſo efſential, that they cannot be done without. The 
pay, in the firſt inſtance, is ſo low, ſo inadequate to the ſer- 
vices which ſhould be performed, that no man ſuſtaining the 
character of a gentleman, and who has the leaſt medical a- 
bilities or {kill in the profeſſion, can think of accepting it: 
that in the latter is ſo paltry and trifling, that none, of tlie 
leaſt generoſity of ſentiment or pretenſions to merit, can 
conſent to act for it. In a word, theſe are inconveniences of 
an intereſting nature: they amount to an excluſion of per- 
ſons who could diſcharge the duties of thoſe offices; and, if 
not redreſſed, there is not the ſmalleſt probability that ay 
can be prevailed on to enter them again. 

There are ſeveral matters alſo which I referred to Congreſs 
ſome time ſince, and upon which ] have not received the re- 
ſult of their deliberations. —One inquiry, about the ſtate of 
arms and ammunition, Jam peculiarly anxious to be ſatis- 
mow in, 

"Ou the i inconveniences pbk injuries to the ns of late 
Y for 
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for want of money, I am induced to requeſt that the ſtricteſt 
regard ſhould be had to furniſhing the paymaſter with con- 
ſtant and ſufficient ſupplies. On ſunday he received fiye hun- 
dred thouſand dollars, half of which is already expended, and 
the balance in a day or two will be entirely ſwept away, 
without diſcharging the ſeveral claims. By his report, the 
commiſſary here requires an immediate draught for a hun- 
dred thouſand; and the militia returning and about to leave 
camp, a hundred and twenty thouſand more. The expenſe 
incurred by calling on them ſo frequently is almoſt incredi- 
ble. Beſides theſe, there are ſeveral arrears due to the old 
troops, and to moſt of the general and ſtaff officers. 
Ihave the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 
I fully intended to tranſmit you a general return, but 
am not able to make it out with preciſion. However, from 
the moſt accurate eſtimate that I can form, the whole of 
our numbers in Jerſey, fit for duty at this time, is under 
three thouſand. Theſe (nine hundred and eighty- one excepted) 
are militia, and ſtand engaged only till the laſt of this month. 
The troops under inoculation, including their attendants, 
amount to about one thouſand. 


Sik, FHead-Quarters, Morriſlown, March 18, 1777. 
THE difficulty if not impoſſibility of giving Congreſs 

a juſt idea of our ſituation (and of ſeveral other important 
matters requiring their earlieſt attention) by letter, has in- 
duced me to prevail on major-general Greene to wait upon 
them for that purpoſe. This gentleman is ſo much in my 
confidence, ſo intimately acquainted with my ideas,—with 
our firength and our weakneſſes, - with every thing reſpect- 
ing the army. that I have thought it unneceſſary to parti- 
culariſe or preſcribe any certain line of duty or inquiries for 
him. I ſhall only ſay, from the rank he holds as an able 
and good officer in the eſtimation of all who know him, he 
deſerves the greateſt reſpect; and much regard is due to his 
opinions 
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opinions in the line of his profeſſion. He has upon his mind 

fuch matters as appear to me moſt material to be immediate-. - 
ty conſidered of; and many more will probably ariſe during 
the intercourſe you may think proper to honor him with ; 

on all which I wiſh to have the ſenſe of Congreſs, and the 
reſult of ſuch deliberations as may be formed thereupon, 
I have incloſed an extract of a letter received yeſterday 
from governor Trumbull,” with a copy of one intercepted, 
going from the late governor Wentworth to his ſiſter. The 
information contained in the latter, if true, is important 
and intereſting : how far it is to be relied on, I cannot deter- 
mine: but there can be no doubt of the Britiſh court's ſtrain- 
ing every nerve and intereſt at home and abroad, to bend us 
to their * vyoke. | | 

I have the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 


Stn, . Morriſtown, March 21, 1777. 
I WAS laſt night honored with your letter of the 
ſeventeenth inſtant, covering ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs, 
which ſhall have my attention. 

Having charged major-general Greene, who will probably 
be in Philadelphia to-day, with ſuch matters as I wiſhed to 
refer to the conſideration of Congreſs, I have nothing to 
trouble them with at this time, or material to inform them of. 

I have the honor to be, &c. ; G. W 


Six, Heaa- Quarters, Morriſtown, March 23, 1777. 

COLONEL Palfrey, having expreſſed a deſire to 

ſettle the accounts of his office to this time, has obtained my 

permiſſion. to repair to Philadelphia, and now waits on Con- 

greſs with his books and vouchers, hoping that a committee 
will be appointed to examine and adjuſt the ſame. 

The diſadvantages which have ariſen to the ſervice, and 


which have been ſeverely felt, for want of conſtant ſupplies in 
. the 
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the military cheſt; art almoſt incredible, and are not to be 
deſcribed but with great difficulty to thoſe who are not im- 
mediately in the army, and privy to the frequent and impor- 
tunate applications that are made. To prevent inconveni- 


e ncies of the like nature in future, I have thought it proper that 


an eſtimate of the monthly advances ſhould be formed and 
' hid before Congreſs. This . colonel, Palfrey will do; and, 
though it cannot be effected with a degree of ſcrupulous ex- 
actneſs and preciſion, yet from his intimate knowledge of 
the incidental charges and expenſes in the common courſe of 
things, the calculation, I apprehend, wall be attended. with 
many benefits. It will ſhew Congreſs the neceſſary provi- 
kons.-of money to be made for ordinary contingencies, and 
enable them to form a rule for their c— in the in - 


ſtance of ſupplies for the army. | 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
Sin, | | len haun, Marr 26. 1777. 


22 YESTERDAY a letter, of which the incloſed is a 
copy, came to my hands. The account is confirmed by 
à countryman who is ſince come in: but . diſt inct has 

yet been received. | 
The aid required of me its colonel Hay's letter cannot be 
given:] have no men to oppoſe the enemy's deſigns in any 
one quarter, although called upon from every quarter. All 
that was poſſible for me to do towards collecting a force at 
Peekſkill, I had attempted before: I had in peremptory 
terms called upon the [officers of Rhode-Iftand and Comitc- 
ticut to forward on their recruits under proper officers as 
faſt as poſſible to that place: I had directed ſuch of the New- 
York regimentsas had been ordered to Ticonderoga, to Tepair 
thither : I had requeſted eight of the Maſſachuſetis regiments 
to be marched to that poſt : and, leſt theſe ſhould not arrive 
in time, I-urged governor Trumbull, in a letter of the 


1 inſtant, to ſend two thouſand of his militia to the fame 
place. 
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place. But ſorry 1 am to obſerve, the militia have got tired 


and the colonels of the continental regiments have been great-, 
iy deceived themſelves, —have greatly deceived me, —or the 
moſt unheard-of deſertions ® * * have prevailed “ * : for 
regiments, reported two or three months ago to be half c com: 
pleted, are, upon the colonels being called upon in poſitive 
terms for a juſt ſtate of them, found to contain leſs than one 
hundred men; and this not the caſe of a ſingle regiment only, 
but of many. In. Connecticut alone, by a letter from ge- 
neral Parſons, of the ſixth inſtant, four regiments are men- 
tioned as not having more than eighty rank and file, each. 

"Theſe, fir, are melancholy truths : but facts they are, and 
neceſſary to be known to Congreſs, however prudent it may 
be to conceal them from the obſervation of others. 

Jo ſuperintend the buſineſs of recruiting, —to ſee that the 
officers were diligent, —to prevent impoſitions if poſſible, — 
to appoint fit places of rendez-vous,—to ſee that the recruits 
were actually brought to thoſe places, and there equipped 
aud trained for the field, —were among the great objects 
which early and repeatedly induced me to preſs the appoint- 
ment of general officers : but unfortunately the delay of ap- 
pointing, being followed by the reſignation of ſome officers 
and non-acceptance of others, will involve the army in a 
mere chaos of confuſion at a time when the utmoſt order 
and regularity ſhould prevail, and when all our arrange- 
ments ought to be completely eſtabliſhed. The medical de- 
partment will, it is much to be feared, be in the ſame Gitua- 
tion :—not an officer yet appointed to it. 

For want of proper and coercive powers, — from diſaffec- 

tion and other cauſes, — the militia of this ſtate are not to be. 
depended upon. They are drawn out with difficulty, and at 
2 moſt enormous expenſe, as their accounts will ſhe w: they 
come, you can ſcarce tell how ; they go, you hardly know 
when. In the ſame predicament are thoſe of Pennſylvania. 

Numbers from this ſtate have joined the enemy; and ma- 
| wy m more are diſpoſed to do fo, as the letter from Mr. Hoff 


(a copy 


z 
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{a copy of whichis incloſed, correſponding with ou others 
of the ſame tenor) ſufficiently evinces. — 

© Thave the honor to be, &c. WE NN 6: W. 

P. S. Small as our preſent force is, it will be reduced in a 
few days by the going off of the Jerſey. three-months-men, 
the Cecil-county militia, and the Virginia volunteers, all of 
whom claim diſcharges the firſt of next month. I have ſent 
an officer expreſs towards Peekſkill to inquire into the cir- 
cumſtances and conſequence of the enemy's deſcent upon that 
place, — not being able to account for general M*Dougal's 
(who commands there) and general Clinton's (who is at the 
forts in the Highlands) their ſilence upon this occaſion. 

_ 81s, Morriſtown, March 29, 177). 

I LAST night had the honor to receive your letter of 
the twenty-ſixth inſtant, accompanied by ſundry reſolves of 
Congreſs, and ſome other papers. 

The arrival of the arms, locks, and flints, you have been 
pleaſed to mention, is a moſt fortunate and happy event. 1 
Join you moſt ſincerely in congratulations upon the occaſion. 

I have not yet obtained a certain account of the expedition 
againſt and deſtruction of Peekſkill. Information of thoſe 
events has not been yet tranſmitted by generals M*Dougal 
or Clinton, or the convention of the ſtate. There is no 
doubt but that the town is deſtroyed, and, with it, ſome 
ſtores: — neither the quality nor amount of them is known. 
It is faid that it was done in part by our own people when 
they found that they could not prevent them falling into the 
enemy's hands. —The ſhips and troops have gone down the 
river again. 

Mr. Kirkland, the Oneida miſſionary, 2 here this 
week with a chief warrior and five other Indians of that na- 
tion. They had been to Boſton, and came from thence to 
this place to inquire into che true ſtate of marters, that they 


might 
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might report chem to a: grand, council to be ſhortly :held. 
They (id tinge: yorn fo fallely,qud nariophly rypreſerced by 
what to. depend an. 1 invited them to. go 10 Philadelphia 
but they deelined it, declaring they were well ſatizhed with. 
 what;they had ſeen, and that they were authoriſed to jell their, 
nation, all they had heard, from the enemy was falſe, Being 
told that France was aſſiſting us, and about to join in the, 
war, they ſeemed highly pleaſed ; and Mr. Kirkland ſaid he, 
was perſuaded it would have a conſiderable etfect on the 
minds of ſeveral of the nations, and ſecure 10 us their neutza- 
lity, if not a declaration and commencement of hoſtilities in 
our favor. I ſhewed them every civility, in my power, and 
every thing that I thought material to excite in them an idea, 
of our ſtrength and independence. After ſtaying two days, 
they ſet off for their nation, expreſſing their deſire of the 
moſt ſpeedy return to the council, e the, moſt. 
friendly ſentiments towards us. 


I have the honor to be, &c. N 0. W. 
1 | ths bis Alem hun, 1 29, 2777. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you this 3 
ing by the return expreſs, the eaſtern poſt arrived. The in- 
telligence he brought is agreeable and intereſting, as you will 
perceive by the incloſed letter from Mr. Hazard, which I do 
myſelf the pleaſure of tranſmitting you. I am happy to ſay 
the arrival of the ſhip at Portſmouth and the capture of the 
two, prizes is confirmed by other letters from gentlemen of 
note in and about Boſton. Upon theſe events I give you my 
moſt hearty congratulations. Some of the letters add that a 
French general, colonel, and major, came paſſengers in the 
thip, who are highly recommended by doctor Franklin. | 

The affair of Peekſkill has not been tranſmitted me with 
eertainty : but I am informed the relation of it, in Loudon's 

paper which J have incloſed, is nearly as it happened. 
I have. the honor to be, &. _. V. W. 
Vor. I. 8 We 
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"oo Firad. Quarters, Morriflown, Marei 31, 1777. 
CAFrAN Dethields, of Mr. Buchanan's ſhip from 
Rundes who was taken by the enemy and carried into 
York, made his eſcape from thence on ſaturday evening. He 
informs that three thouſand troops, Britiſh atid Heffian, em- 
barked about ten days ago from the city and Saen Ian. 
on board tranſports which were lying at the latter when 
he came away. He adds that the enemy have built and are 
building a number of light enn x boats, about — 
of which were finiſhed, 

- Captair Deſhields ſays it ſeeinied to be the — opinion 
and converſation that this embarkation was for Cheſapeak- 
bay, with a view of making a deſcent on the Eaſtern- Shore, 
or that the troops were to proceed to the Head of Elk, tak- 
ing - Annapolis and Baltimore in their way. There were ſome 
who thought it probable they mean to go up the North · river 
and attempt the Highland fortifications.— I have written to 
generals MDougal and Clinton, deſiring them to make the 
beſt preparation that circumſtances will admit of, for their 
reception, in caſe the latter ſhould be their object. 

Captain Deſhields being i in company with the captain of the 
packet, but unknown to him, heard him ſay that a war with 
France was much expected when he left 1 which 
was about the beginning of February. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 50 8. w. 


Sin, Head-Quarters, Morriſtoꝛun, April 2, 1777: 
SINCE I had the honor of writing to you laſt, 1 

| have received the incloſed from general M*Dougal, which 
contains a full account of the late affair at Peekſkill. Every 
prudential ſtep appears to have been taken by the general, 
and as good a cen b as his ſmall HSE of men 


„ TY 


woujd admit of. 

I have heard nothing further telpekling t the embarkation 
of 2 Which ! wentiohed in 2.355 laft, a4 am in hopes the 
Om Connecticut 


89899 * = 


Conmpaicys militia will arrive at Peekſkill before another 
expedition is made up the North- river. I haye wrote to 
haſten them as much as poflible, leſt ſuch anouher deſign 
ſhould be really in agitation. la my opinion, Delaware - bay 
is their object, and Cheſapeak only thrown. out by way of 
blind: their late attempt to * Delaware pilots * to 


confirm it. 


2 obſerve by your late; Srogotions FA a foreign gentle 


man is appointed to the command of the German batallion, 
I could wiſh, that he was ordered to join immediately, as that 
regiment much wants an officer of experience at the head 
ol it. —1 have the honor to be, &c. „G. W. 

P. 8. I have ordered tn drome uanet-me ben ments 
eſtabliſh proper relays of expreſſes between this and Philadel- 
phia; that intelligence may be occaſionally conveyed in the 


moſt expeditions manner. If there ſhould be any appearance 


of a fleet in Delaware-bay, it will be known in a very few 


hours in Philadelphia, by hoiſting the ſignals ; and I beg I. 


may have the earlieſt notice of it.—The quarter-maſter will 
inform you who. his rider in Philadelphia ann wy 
know where to * 1 100 


| Six, Head-Quarters, . 1 9, 1552 
AM honored with yours of the fourth, incloſing ſun- 
ary reſolves of Congreſs from the twenty-ninth of March to 
the fifth inſtant.—T am extremely glad to ſee the reſolve for 
the unmediate removal of military ſtores from Baltimore and: 
Annapolis: for, although I do not imagine that the enemy 
intend an expedition of any great conſequence in Cheſapeak- 
bay, yet while the ſtores lay at the above-mentioned places, 
they were always ſubject to be deſlroyed * a ſudden attack 
of a ſhip of war with a fey land forces., 
The regulations for the 9 $ a. 
are very 5 and, if carried SO | into execution, will 


41410 
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when the army is put upon a regular footing: but, while we 
are obliged to make uſe of militia, we muſt ſubmit to all the 
irregularities that naturally attend them, and muſt not there. 
fore expect to have the rule as ſcrupulouſly rin with by 
them as could be wiſhed. * * *  - 
The muſter-maſter-general complained that wa duty re. 
| quired of him was more than he could perform: but by the 
late reſolves there is an ample allowance for deputies ; and 
_ therefore no further excuſe can be made upon that head. 
I moſt ardently wiſh to ſee the hoſpital eſtabliſhed. I am 
afraid roo much time has been loſt in the conſideration of the 
plan: but the gentlemen who ſhall be appointed to the ſu- 
perintendence muſt endeavor. to miake up for loſt wards 
1 diligence. alen 1s 
By the lateſt accounts from Gs if the 
enemy were projecting an embarkation. They have been 
firipping the buildings of boards, and cutting ſmall timber, 
and tranſporting them from Brunſwic to Amboy. It is ima- 
gined this is to build births in their tranſports.—1 ſhall keep 
a conſtant look-out upon the motions of their veſſels, and 
ſhall endeavor to obtain every intelligence by ſending people 
into their quarters.— I think Dammer muſt be their deſ- 
tination if they move by water. 3 
T have the honor to be, &. C. W. 


5 
19 p 
— — — 


SIR, Morriſtetun, April 10, 1777. 

I WS juſt now honored with your letter of the 

- ninth inſtant, covering ſundry reſolutions of Congreſs. Thoſe 
for regulating the hoſpital and medical department, I truſt, 

will prove of the moſt ſalutary confequences. It is only to 

be regretted that this neceſſary and liberal inſtitution had not 

been gone into and completed at an earlier period. 

Tue honors Congreſs have decreed to the memory of ge- 
nefals Warren and Mercer afford me the' higheſt pleaſure : 

their character and merit had « Juſt claim to every mark of 


reſpeQ ; 
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eſpect ; and 1; heartily wiſh that eyery officer of the United 1 
States, emulating their virtues, may by their actions ſecure to | | i 
themſelves nne n. 
he > waiting to you yeſterday I have. — Laker | ins 
elligenes, of, che. enemy's preparations in York, indicating a 
moyement before long. It js contained in the incloſed letter, 
No z, and corroborates the opinion I have long entertained 
that, they, would make a puſh againſt Philadelphia. The 
tory regiments mentioned, we are told, are at Hackinſac, and 
are about five hundred ſtrong, excluſive of a, n of 
Highlanders which is wich them. 

The jncloſed letter from le cheralier count De Vrecour 
came to hand this morning. which I have thought proper 
to tranſmit to Congreſs, that they may conſider his caſe, and 
adopt ſuch meaſures reſpecting him as his character and teſ- 
timonials deſerve. I never heard of him before: but if he is 
a ſkilful engineer, he will be extremely uſeful, and ſhould be 
employed, though he may not underſtand our language. At 
this time we haye-nat one with the army, nor one to join it, 
of the leaſt reputation or pretenſions to {kill If this gentle, 
man came in conſequence of an agreement with doctor 
Franklin, and brought credentials from him, I ſhould ſuppoſe 
him to be acquainted with what he was recommended for. 
The cartel, propoſed to be ſettled, and ſo long in agita- 
tion, is not accompliſhed yet the laſt meeting-on that buſi- 
neſs was the ſecond inſtant, when nothing was done; nor is 
a further interview appointed reſpecting it. I have trauſmit- 
ted a copy of lord Cornwallis's letter which came out the 
next day, with that of the paper alluded to by him, which 
Mr. Harriſon refuſed to receive from colonel Walcot, and of 
my anſwer to the latter in a letter to general Howe. The 
objections or articles mentioned by colonel | Walcot were 
thoſe general Greene had with him, and which he left when 
he came from Philadelphia: the original I have by me. 
Thoſe paints were inſiſted on again, and rejected, and a ten- 
E 3 der 
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ger made of the] paper by Lo wag "WAI which he brought 
with him prepared. 
I have appointed fila Wilen Joly Steel, Mathew 
Irvine, and Samuel Kerſley, eſquires, captains of companies to 
de raiſed by them, in cotiſequence of the recommendation of 
general Armſtrong. ' As the intereſt of thoſe gentlemien lies 
m Pennſylvania chiefly, and it would be drawing” money 
from the paymiſter here to carry to Philadelphia (ſuppoſing 
there was a ſupply in the cheſt, which is not the caſe), I ſhall 
be obliged by Congreſs's ordering fix hundred dollars to be 
advanced to each of them on account of the recruiting ſer- 
vice; the firſt of whom TI imagine is in Philadelphia. If this 
requiſition can be complied with, he, 1 preſume, will give 
notice to the reſt; or, if N 1 is N of it, 
he will do it. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
Stix, Head-Quarters, Morriſtown, April 12, 1977. 


HAVING ſeen a letter from doctor Franklin, and 
many other credentials in favor of monſieur le chevalier 
Du Pleſſis, he appears to me to be a perſon worthy of the 
notice and encouragement of Cangreſs. He has ſerved in the 
French artillery ; and both his inclination and qualifications 
make it proper he ſhould have an appointment in ours. 
There are ſome vacancies in the artillery for captains, one of 
which may be offered him as a beginning. 855 o.com 
ranks are all completed. 


1 am, fir, your moſt humble "I The G. W. 
e 1 5 T 
$1n, Head-Quarters, Morri oon, April 12, 1777. 


I AM honored with yours of the tenth, accompanied 
with one from the committee of Congreſs to whom I have 
wrote very fully upon the ſubject of the reſolve for forming 
an army upon the welt ids of Delaware, and to Oy. 

reicr 


os 


teſer you. I wiſh-I could ſee. any: proſpect of an army it 


perhaps be ſurpriſed at this after the public reports of, the 


you that tlieſe are but bare reports, I will give you the, beſt 
information I have been able to collect from. actual returns 
e eee 1 1 1 0 4 
New Hampſhire.—No returns: "Ws a 3 — pore es 
Heath fays they are tolerably forward. —AIll their regiments 
go to the-northward. ; 


ment; many of theſe yet to undergo inoculation. Seven of 
their regiments go to the northward, and Fight are to b 
Feta for the preſent. 0 

Rhode - Iſland.— Only three hundred _ 2 men en- 
liked in both regiments the firſt of April, Two hundred of 
theſe are yet to be inoculated. —General Varnum writes me 
that he deſpairs of filling up the regiments. 
Connecticut.— By a return from general Parſons, of the 
fourth of April, about eighteen hundred men were recruited 
through the whole ſtate,—they, much diſperſed ;—many to 
have the ſmall-pox ; and recruiting at a ſtand. 

New-York. —About two hundred men to a regiment: and, 
from the peculiar ſituation of that province, it will be almoit 


ert themſelves very much. 


New Jerſey.— Between two and three "WET to a. regi- 


the diſafeQion of their late: but their officers are active and 
diligent. ' 

Pennſylyania.—Moſt of her Wie are very e 
—thoſe moſt ſo, who have been longeſt recruiting, 
Delaware ſtate, No return of their regiment. 

Maryland, —I have only the return of one regiment, which 


are in more forwardneſs. The diſputes about the rank of 
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to make proper oppoſition, formed any where. You; will | 


great ſucceſs of recruiting, in all the ſtates :; but, tq,convince 


D 


impoſhble for them to fill up their * * they ex- . 


mem. They alſo lie under many difficulties on account of 


conſiſts of two hundred men; but I do not believe the others 


E 4 officers | 
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officers huve prevailed — cho ebe 
mel in e manner ncgladdell. 46149, 214, 

Virginia. The nine old 8 wel Ny eigh- 
teen hundred effective men: and governor Henry, in a letter 
which I received yeſterday, informs me chat he did not think 
that more than four of the ſix new ones would be filled. He 
propoſes the expediency of railing volunteer companies to 
ſerve ſeven or eight months, to make up the deficiency .. but 
this I ſhalt object to on many accounts, particularly that it 
would be introducing a body of men who would look upon 
themſelves at liberty to do what they pleaſed, and, the mo- 
ment their time expired, ae us, . at the moſt 
critical jun tur. 

If the men that are raiſed, Sm adds gi 
into the field, it would be a matter of ſome conſolation: but 
every method that I have been able to deviſe has proved inef- 
fectual. If I ſend an officer to collect the ſick and ſeattered 
of his regiment, it is ten to one but he neglects his duty, goes 
home on pleaſure or buſineſs, and the next that I hear of him 
is that he has reſigned :—furldwghs are no more attended to 
than if there was no limitation of time :—and in ſhort, fir, 
there is ſuch a total depreſſion of that military ardor which 
I hoped would have inſpired every officer when he found his 
pay genteelly augmented and the army put upon a reſpect- 
able footing, that it ſeems to me as if all ahi ”_ was 
ſunk * * 

1 ſhall as ſoon as ,ofſible anda to he boaindicf war a 
liſt of the appointments I have gs in peer. e of the 
powers veſted in me. 4! 

If the appointments in the hoſpital are not filled up abe 
the receipt of this, T would take the liberty of mentioning a 
gentleman whom I think highly deſerving of notice, not only 
on account of his abilities, but for the very great aſſiſtance 
which he has afforded in the courſe of this winter, m merely in 
the nature of a volunteer. The gentleman is doctor John 


Cochran, well known to all the faculty, and particularly to 
F< doctor 
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doctor Shippen, who, I ſuppoſe, has mentioned him among 
the candidates.” The place for which the doctor is well fit- 
ted, and Which would be moſt agrecable to him, is ſurgeon- 
general to the middle department. In this line he ſerved all 
ihe laſt war in the Britiſh ſervice, and has diſtinguiſhed him- 
ſelf this winter, particularly in his attention to the ſmall-pox 
patients and the wounded, who, but for him and doctor Bond, 
muſt have ſuffered much, if not been totally neglected, as 
there were no other medical gentlemen to be found. If the 


director of the middle department would be acceptable. 

lhave been thus full in my recommendation becauſe doctor 
Cochran in a manner had my promiſe of one of the capital 
appointments in die hoſpital, upon a preſumption that 1 
ſhould have had ſome hand in the nomination by the teſolu- 


the rank of brigadiers- general. 
April 13. I have this moment es a line from a 


ral Lincoln, informing me that the enemy attempted to ſur- 


he made good his retreat to the paſs of the wan in 
his rear, with trifling loſs, | 
I have the honor to be, &c. | | 0. 


* 
— — — 


StR, ea een Morriſtown, April 15, 1799. 
THE incloſed from monſieur le chevalier De Dreud- 


homme de Borre, with the papers annexed to it, were receiv- 
ed this day by the eaſtern mail. It appears that by an agree- 


brigadier-general in our ſervice. T imagine by this that he 
is a man of real merit. If you think proper to confirm Mr. 
Deane's appointment, be pleaſed to inform me of it and re- 
turn the letter, that I may give a ſuitable anſwer. If, as I 
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before he can be of any uſe at the head of a brigade. 


appointment of ſurgeon-general is filled up, that of deputy- 


tion of Congreſs. empowering we to fill all commiſſions _ ; 


priſe fim early this morning at his poſt at Boundbrook ; but | 


ment with Mr. Deane he is to have the rank and pay of a . 


imagine che does not underſtand Engliſh, it will be ſome time 


T have the honor to be, &c. ; W. 
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other mourned, 


| Stn, . ee Murr: as, April 18, 1970. 


HAVE nothing of importance to tranſmit Congrels, 
no event in the military line having happened ſince my laſt, 
except the ſurpriſing a ſmall picquet guard of the enemy on 
monday night at Bonemtown, and bringing off thirteen pri- 
ſoners, by one of our parties. An enterpriſe of a ſimilar na- 
ture was formed againſt that at Amboy, in which the party 
ent to effect it did not ſucceed ſo well, though the moſt ad- 
vanced of them ſeized and ſecured Po of their out-centries 
without giving an alarm. 

By a letter from ml MDougal, of find am 
informed that he had received accounts of thirty-ſix fail of 
tauſports having left Newport on friday laſt, with troops on 
board. Other reports he had were that a number of ſhips 
were coming up the Sound, ſo that we may reaſonably con- 
clude general Howe is drawing his forces from the eaſtward. 
General Arnold, in a letter of the ſixth, mentioned, that, from 
the preparation of tranſports, and other circumſtances, he 
thought it probable an embarkation was about to take place. 
Ibere are grounds to ſuſpect from information received, 
that ſome unfair practices have been and are meant to be uſed 
in certain exports from Philadelphia. It is ſaid chat a veſſel 
navigated by Frenchmen loaded there, belonging to“ * 
of New-York, which carried her cargo to general Howe ; 
alſo that? and“ * of Monmouth-county intend to 
load one or more for the fame purpoſe, under the idea of 
ſending them to foreign markets. I have written to the 
board of way for Pennſylyania upon the ſubject, and doubt 
not but theſe hints will be properly improved, and ſuch 
frauds guarded againſt as well as circumſtances will admit. 

I have W f a copy of an advertiſement publiſhed iu 
Gaine's paper of the fourteenth, which ſhews that no arti- 
nces are left untried by the enemy to injure us. Before the 
appearance of this unparalleled piece, J had heard that a 
perſon was gone from York to Rhode-Iſland with a quantity 


of counterteit money. f 1 
6 | ere 
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and Which I think kighly deferving their attention. 
that is, that ſupplies of hard money, or bills of e 0 o 
procure it, ſhould,” if poſſible, be ſent to our priſoners in 
the hands of the enemy, at leaſt to the officery, to relieve 


their wants.” By letters which I have received from them o 


hate, I find they are in great diſtreſs, and ſuch as ought to d 
removed, if it can be done. No inconvenience will reſult 
to the public from ſuch ſupplies, if they can be furniſhed, as 
proper ſtoppages and deductions can be made from their 4 
"April t9,——I was honored with your letter of 
fixteenth between twelve and one o'clock yeſterday, accom- 
panied by fundry reſolutions. I hope the meaſutes Congrefs 
have adopted will produce the falutary conſequences they had 
in view: bur [I fear that the ſtates, unleſs they are delicate in 
exerciſing the powers they are inveſted with for filling vacan- 
cies in inſtances of removal from office, and pay ſtrict at- 
tention to a proper line of fucceſſion here there are no ca- 


pital objections, will renew much of that confuſion and dif. 


order we have been endeavoring to extricate ourſelves 
from. Nor will this be of ſmall difficulty if they diſplace 
many officers : for, ſuppoſing them to have kept the moſt ac- 
curate liſts of their original appointments, changes have 
taken place in feveral inſtances from various cauſes unknown 
to them, and of which they cannot be appriſed. 

IL can afſure Congreſs the appellation given to the regi-. 
ments officered by me was without my conſent” or privity. 
As ſoon as I heard it, I wrote to ſeveral of the officers in 
terms of ſevere reprehenſion, and expreſsly charged them to 
ſuppreſs the diſtinction, adding that all the batallions were 
on the ſame Wine and all * the general name of 
Continental. | 

An attack upon the king's troops at Rhode-Ifland was 
certainly a deſirable event, could it have been conducted with 


ſucceſs,” or upon equal terms, It being an object of great 


moment, and involving in its iſſue many important conſe- 
ne Lam led to believe the n of it has had 


* much 


There is one thing which I beg leave eo mention to Con-' 2 
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ing ſucceſs, Suppoſing they were collected here, they would 
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much. conſideration, and the meaſure was found to: be nnad- 
viſable under the eircumſtances of the troops collected for 
the purpoſe, If the enemy have; not evacuated the afland, I 
apple the mater vil be further weighed. = 

1 do not find in che medical arrangement any: mention of 
regimental ſurgeons'-mates, or proyigzon made for their pay- 
ment. Whether Congreſs meap to diſpenſe with, ſub of- 
ſicers ot not, I cannot tell: Lhave heard that they do: but 
they appear to me to be abſolutely neceſſary. We axe often 
obliged t to divide regiments and ſend a part to a diſtant poſt: 


17 


perſon with, them. to take charge of the fick or wounded, if 


fuch there ſhould be,—I have only mentioned this of 8 
reaſons that might be urged ©0 how the ee e 
| Notwithſtanding the many 3 inducing a be 

lief that Philadelpbia will be the firſt object. 9 — 
attention. et, as the ſtratagems of War are various, and 
they may be eaſily changed, eſpecially when they. have the 
entire command of the water, I cannot but conſider the de- 
tention of the troops at Philadelphia, farther than mentioned in 


my letter in anſwer to that from ihe board af War, a8inexped.- 


ent, and ſubject to great inconyenience and injury. In the 
preſent divided, ſeparated ſtate of the army, we ale weak at 
all points, and not able to make the leaſt qppoſition promiſ- 


be ready to act as neceſhty and circumſtances might require, 
if the enemy puſhed for Philadelphia, we (hould have notice 
of i it, and could hang upon their flank and rear: nor is it like- 
ly they would undertake ſuch an expedition without attempt - 
ing the deſtruction or diſperſion of the army firſt. If they 
embarked and ſhould go by ſea, we ſhould have information 
of it, and could be there i in time. On the other hand, ſhould 


all they have done prove a feint, and they. ſhould turn their 


views to the North-river, we ſhould be in a much better ſi- 
tuation to counteract their deſigns, and to check the progreſs 
of their arms in that quarter. Added to this, ſeveral of the 


regiments, 
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regiments, eſpecially thoſe which came firſt from Virginia 
ind Petinfylvania, are fo broken that It is impoſſible to do 
any thing with the parts that are here; and that ſpirit which 
is aW derived from corps being full; or as much ſo a 
ane Kae bein kannt _ Ton tle 
1 8 1 b 2% Nn. 


* - * 4 7 
AU un 7 7s; HGH} 2159 WS: 


: . 0 Wund - 
adac 5 Mei #4 Er 


Stu, nenen - eee ae 177. 

I was this morning honored With your favor f the 
twentieth; inclöling fandry proceedings of Congreſs. —Fhe 
removal of proviſlons, cc, from the communication Be- 
tween Brunſwic and Trenton has been pretty well effected 
already. It was an object early attended to, and what I re- 
commended to the aſſembly of this ſtate as deſerving their in- 
terpoſition and aid: but, finding that it had not their imme- 
diate confideration, and that they ſeemed to decline interſer- 
ing in the matter, L ditected the quarter-maſters and com- 
miſſaries to purchaſe their firſt ſupplies of thoſe neceſfurĩes 


from ſuch places as appeared to be moſt expoſed to the ene 


myꝰs incurſions, and through which it is moſt probable they 
will take their route towurds the Delaware, in caſe an enter. 
priſe that way ſhould be in contemplation. I have tranſit. 
ted copies of the reſolve upon this ſubject to general Putnam 
and colonel Forman (the latter of whom is in Monmouth- 
county), with orders to execute the ſame agreeable to the di- 
reCionis therein preſcribed, here it may be neceſſary on the 
road leading from South-Amboy acroſs the country. , 


I have nothing of importance to eommunteate to Congreſs. 


The advices they will receive to-day, which paſſed through 
this'town yeſterday, will tell them that the enemy remained 
at Rhode-Iſland on the fifteenth inſtant, notwithſtanding the 

accounts we had received of their embarkation 1 716 
T have the honor to be, Ke. a G. W. 
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Stix, . N Ae Fran April 23s. 477. 
426 HAVE the honor to tranſmit you the incloſed pieces 
of intelligence which I received this day from general Ste- 
phens, who by my deſire employed perſons to go into New- 
York and Brunſwic. I do not put entire conſidenoe in the 
whole : but the principal reaſon of ſending the intelligence 
forward is that proper meaſures may be fallen upon to find 
out and apprehend Thomas mentioned in general 
Stephens's letter of this date. 

If the enemy ſhould move, I have taken 8 to make as 
good an oppoſition as my-ſmall force is capable of. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | „ GW. 
* Sin, | Morriftown, April 26, 1777. 
I WAS. laſt night honored. with your letter of the 
twenty-fifth, with ſundry reſolyes of Congreſs. Such of them 
as are neceſſary for my government and conduct I ſhall 
ſtrictly attend to. 

The money and bills for our priſoners had deter * #2 
mitted to Elias Boudinot, efquire, to whom I ſhall; give direc- 
tions to adopt ways and means for ſending the ſame, and for 
a proper appropriation and diſtribution of the money amongſt 
them. Bills, I think, will be moſt eligible, provided they 
are duly. paid. As to procuring clothes in New-York, I have 
reaſon to believe that it will not be allowed, and that the pri- 
ſoners will obtain no ſupplies but what we ſend them. 

I heard of Mr, Franklin's practices ſome time ago, and ad- 
vlled governor Trumbull of the ſame, that his conduct might 
be properly attended to. It is very unliappy for us, thut, 
through the intrigues of ſuch men, the enemy have found 
means to raiſe a ſpirit of diſaffection but too generally in ma- 


ny af the ſtates. In this, I have ſtrong aſſurancęs that it has 


ariſen to a great height; and I ſhall not be diſappointed if 


a large number of the * in ſome of the counties 
| ſhould 
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ſhayld openly - appear in arms as ſoon as the e begin 


their operations. I have taken every meaſure in my power 
to ſuppreſs it but nevertheleſs feveral from Suſſex) and Ber- 


gen have joined their army, and the ſpirit. n more NA 
morę ſlating every day. 


Vou will be pleaſed to direct geocral Miflin to remain in 


Philadelphia as n e ſhall think his malen there 
eſſential. 


Lhave incloſed. 4 a copy of general Howe's letter, which 1 


received laſt night in anſwer to mine of the niath inſtant. 
Nothing of aa intereſting nature has occurred ſince my laſt; 
which leaves. me only to add, that I have the honor to be, 
with ſentiments of che greateſt reſpect, &c. G. W. 


$18, rs + | Morriftown, Aprit 28, 1777. 
TLAST night received the favor of your letter of the 
twenty-ſixth, with the reſolves to which it alludes. 


The views of Congreſs, in ſending general officers to the | 


eaſtward to haſten on the troops, have been long anticipated: 
general Poor is in New-Hampſhire for the purpoſe. general 
Heath in Maſſachuſetts- Bay, with the brigadiers Nixoh, Glo- 


vet and Patterſon, —general Varnum in Rhode-Iftand, an 


general Parſons in Connecticut. Generals Spencer and Ar- 
nold too have been deſired to attend to the buſineſs. To theſe 
gentlemen [have wrote repeatedly in the moſt preſſing terms 
upon the ſubject, and I have no reaſon to doubt but every 
exertion on their part has been employed to promote the end. 
The delay of thoſe who haye enliſted has ariſen from the lata 


period when they engaged, and from their being inoculated 


ſince, Which could not be diſpenſed with, without ſubjecting 
them to the calamitics and ravage of the wall Por in the na- 
turak way. | 
At three o'clock this morning I received a letter from ge- 
nefal M Dougal incloſfing three from colonel Huntington? 
cop es of the whole of which I have tranſmitted. © By theſe 
| IS nab. '- you 
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you will perceive the impreſſton which 4 part of general 
Howe's army has made into Connecticut, and the proſpect 
they had of deftroying ſuch of our ſtores as Were depoſited i in 


Danbury, which unfortunalely were but too large and con- 


fiderable, if the event has taken place. A circumſtance, per- 
haps moreto be regretted; is that the enemy marched through 
à ſtrong und rough country, and were near that place, with- 


out the ſmalleſt oppoſition. I have no other information up- 
on the fubject than what theſe papers outain : but we have 


little ground to expect that they have not accompliſhed their 
purpoſe. Further intelligence will be probably received to- 
day or to-morrow, when I ſhall be happy to hear that they 
have paid for their enterpriſe. Of this, I confeſs however, 
Jam not very fanguine in my expectations. 

This poſt had been conſidered as a proper depoſitory for 
ſtores; by gentlemen acquainted with it; and its ſecurity not 
thought queſtionable whilſt troops were paſing through it. 


I had alſo directed that as many of the draughtsin Connecticut 


as the place was capable of accommodating, ſhould be collect. 

ed there and inoculated, to anſwer the purpoſe of a guard, 
hoping, by the time of their recovery; that the ſituation of the 
army would be ſuch as to admit a ſtrong one «to be ſta- 
tioned there and continued: but, unhappily for us, ſuch lan- 
guor and ſupineneſs prev ails every where, that we ſeem una- 
ble to effect any point we wiſh, though never ſo important 
and intereſting. So early as the ſixth of March, I wrote to 


. governor Trumbull, earneſtly requeſting two thouſand mili- 
_ tia to be ſent to general M Dougat to be employed at Pecks- 


Lil and on the communication in Weſt-Cheſter cqunty for 
zx weeks. With this requiſition he moſt readily complied 
tp far as his orders were neceſſary, and (I am certain his in- 
Suence would extend. This I have repeated, and this ſup- 
ply he has exerfed himſelf to furniſh : yet ſa ineffectual bave 


| his endeavors been, that not more than eight hundred had 


-eome out, by general M<Dougal's return on the ſeventeenth 
inſtant; nor did he expect more, from the accounts he had. 
f 8 l In 
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In u word; fir, no expedient or pains have beew-un-attempted 
dy me to bring 1 to d 
vorable footing. Pr 1 
I would again mention * caſe of our Wan with the 
enemy, and pray that the ſecret committee would ſend to Mr. 

Boudinot ſupplies of money for them as early as poſbble. 
They are in great diſtreſs, and many officers have lately ef- 
caped; contrary to the tenor of their parole; ſome of whom 
are now here, urging that neceſſuy 1 _ to the 


. 1 

1 * | mY Bk 
Marten Api! cn mn. ura, ae PAL 

Sit 7 b u 


1 HAVE been waiting with much ankiety to bear 
the reſult of the expedition againſt Danbury, which 1 never 
2 was informed of till this minute. The incloſed copy of a 
4 letter from general MPougal, and of ſeveral others which 
: he tranſmitted, will give Congreſs all the intelligence T have 
d upon the ſubje&t. I have only to add and to lament that this 
F enterpriſe has been attended with bur too much ſucceſs on the 
1 part of the enemy.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
- rene. | $45, | ; | 40 
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"1 WAS yeſterday honored with your letter, of. the 

twenty-ninth ultimo, incloſing ſundry reſolves. —Agreeable 

to. the directions of Congreſs, I have written to the ſtates of 

New-Hampſhire and Maſſachuſetts, and urged them to com- 

plete and forward their troops deſtined for Ticonderoga, with 

all poſſible expedition. The brigadiers gone there for the 

preſent are Fermoy, Poor, Patterſon, and Learned. Nixon : 

and Glover were alfo intended for that poſt under my firſt © 

plan, which was, that all the regiments, to be raifed in thoſe 

fates by the reſolve ia 8e 2ptember, ſhould compoſe that army. 

But having by the advice of my officers directed the route of 
Ver. Il; F eight 
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eight regiments from the latter to Peekſkill, to wait till the 
Veſigns of general Howe were unfolded, theſe two officers 
were to follow them. did not particulariſe the brigadiers 
who were to go firſt, or the regiments ; but left the matter 
to major- general Heath, who was inſtructed in general terms 
to purſue ſuch meaſures as ſeemed moſt 0 promote 
the ſervice. | 


The colonels appointed to the New-Hampſhire regiments 


I never knew. Thoſe ordered to Ticonderoga from Maſſa- 


chuſetts by general Heath, and who I preſume have march- 
ed, were Bailey, Weſſon, Jackſon, Marſhall, Brewer, Brad- 
ford, and Francis. What proportions of their regiments 


have marched, I cannot aſcertain : but T am perſuaded they 


were detached as faſt as they were raiſed, and gircumftances 


would admit. Francis's, the firſt of April, was returned five 


hundred ſtrong ; and, by a letter from colonel Marſhall about 


the fifteenth of laſt month, he expected to march in a day or 
two with the laſt diviſion of his regiment that was ready 
Which would make about four hundred, including thoſe who 
had gone. The remainder {about ſixty) were to follow 
with the proper officers as ſoon as * were W hay- 


ing been inoculated. 
I have written to generals M-Dougal and Clinton to have 
the proviſion removed from Derby, &c, and directed that 


. they ſhould point out proper places for its reception in Ul- 


ſter ; alſo that ſmall works and guards of militia will be el- 


ſential for its protection. * 


The damage we ſuſtained at Danbury, nor the enemy's 


Joſs, have not been tranſmitted with auy accuracy: but, 


from the lateſt accounts from thence, the former was not ſo 


Pest, and the latter more conſiderable, than was apprehend 
; ald at firſt, 


I congratulate Cs eee 


2 $625 Amphitrite with military and ordnance ſtores ;—it is an 


important event. That of the French ſhip at Boſton, and of 


ihe Yoop from wee added to the capture of the tuo 
. proyiſion 


* 
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proviſion ſhips, are to be regarded as intereſting too. I would _ 
here take the liberty to mention that I think all the military and 8 
ordnance ſtores ſhould be moved without a moment's delay to 3 
Springfield or ſome interior part of the country. Springfield [ 
ſhould be the place, becauſe the elaboratory is there, and they 9 
will be more conyenient to uſe. as exigencies require. In 
their preſent ſituation their ſecurity is queſtionable : and, if 
an attack, ſhould be made in the eaſtern quarter, their loſs is 1 
much to be apprehended. Before I quit this ſubject, I would 1 
beg leave to Oblerve alſo that the diſpoſal and direction of 3 

' 


military ſtores ſhould de only wich one body or with one | 
8 perſon, At preſent this power is exerciſed through ſo many | 4 [i 
y channels, that much confuſion is introduced; and it cannot 5 {1} 
” be avoided ; nor will it be poſſible that matters in this line | i 


it Cans cites into fome:regulitions roigetiing chan. The .- 
r incloſed extract of a letter from general Heath will prove the .. | 
. expediency. Many other inſtances might be mentioned, bad l 
* were it neceſſary, . 
w The defertions from: our army of he have been very c- _ 


1. "y fiderable. General Howe's proclamation, and the bounty 
allowed to thoſe who carry in their arms, have had an unhap- 


py influence on too many of the ſoldiery ; in a particular 


ye 

* manner on thoſe who are not natives. ®* ® - - . 
Ul 1 could wiſh ſome means could he deviſed to cauſe more 
ef frequent deſertions of [the enemy's] troops. Congreſs may 


think of ſome expedient : a larger bounty might have ſome 
15 effect, and money to the foreigners in lieu of land. The 
but dounty, given by general Howe to thoſe who carry in arms, 
10 is ſixteen dollars as we are told, though his proclamation only 
1 expreſſes that they ſhall have the full value. To the inhabit-' 

ants who will take up arms and join him, he promiſes land. 
the have the honor to be, &c. ot „. 
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Sm, ĩ Hi n e Ag 5, 1777. 

n WAS this morning honored with your letter of the 
third inſtant, with its incloſures. General Arnold's promo- 
tion gives me much pleaſure. He has certainly diſcovered, 
in' every inſtance where he has had an opportunity, much 
bravery, activity, and enterpriſe. But what will be done 
about his rank he will not act moſt n _ thaſe 
he commanded but a few weeks ago. e 

I truſt the appointment of Mr. Ludwick as ſuperintendant 
of bakers will have the ſalutary conſequences you mention: 
I have been long aſſured that many abuſes have been com- 
mitted for want wa ſome ih hr gn in _ * 


ment. 
By major seg 5065 center? Gates" 45 tad who 
left Albany on tueſday laſt, I am informed the accounts of 


general Carleton's approach towards Ticonderoga were pre- 
mature. He ſays general Gates received a letter before he 


came away, from brigadiet- general Wayne, of the twenty- 
fourth ultimo, in which he mentioned nothing of it; - that 
three thouſand troops had arrived there, all in high ſpirits 
and health, except nine ;—and that that poſt could never be 
carried without the loſs of much blood. The proceedings of 
Congreſs and your letter of the twenty-ninth ultimo were the 
firſt and only information I had of Mr. Carleton's being on 
the lake, having heard nothing upon the 7 from gene- 
ral Gates or any other perſon. | 

In my laft I mentioned that ſixteen dollars bounty were 
given by general Howe to deſerters with arms. I have rea- 
ſon to believe from information received ſince, and which 
ſeems to be generally credited, that he has advanced the boun- 
ty to twenty-four dollars. 

It is much to be wiſhed that our printers were more diſcreet 
in 1 W of their publications. We ſee, almoſt in every paper, 


Proclatmatiors or accounts tranſmitted by the enemy, of an 
injurious 


A 
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injurious nature. If ſome hint or caution could be given 


tow on the ſubject, it might be of material ſervice. 


By a perſon who has juſt arrived here, it is e that 


general Wooſter is dead of his wounds. , 


I would mention to Congreſs that in a day or two our 


military cheſt will be exhauſted. I beg that a ſupply may 
we ſhall have many things to apprehend. 


I have the honor to be, &c. 73 | W © W. 


I have incloſed a liſt of ſtores loſt at Danbury. You will 


alſo receive a New-York paper, by which you will ſee the 
enemy's account of that affair, and how little they have re- 
garded a true ſtate. We are told certainly they had forty- 


ſeven men killed: and, from the accounts that have been re- 


ceived, I think it may be fairly concluded that their loſs was 


much. more conſiderable than they make it. 


Six; Mhorriflown, May 9, 1777. 


THIS will be delivered you by colonel Conway, 


an Iriſh gentleman i in the ſervice of France, who came paſ- 
ſenger in the Amphitrite, and was introduced to me yeſter- 


day by a letter from Mr. Deane and one from general Heath, 


copies of which are tranſmitted. 

This gentleman waits on Congreſs to obtain an appoint- 
ment in the army of the ſtates, and, from Mr. Deane's re- 
commendation, is an officer of merit. He ſays no particular 
command was agreed on between him and Mr. Deane ; nor 
does he wiſh otherwiſe than that Congreſs ſhould exerciſe 
their own diſcretion ; at the ſame time he obſerves that it will 
be mortifying to him to hold a rank under that of meſſieurs 
De Fermoy and De Borre, who were inferior officers i 1.1 
their own ſervice, and ſubject to his command. —He can 
give the character of ſeveral of the officers who were paſſen- 
gers with him. 

I cannot pretend to ſpeak of colonel Conway" s merits or 
F 3 abilities, 
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abilities, of my own khowedge, having had but little opportu- 
nity to be acquainted with him. From What I can diſcover, he 
Appears to be a man of candor: and if he has been in ſervice 
as long as he ſays he has, I ſhould ſuppoſe him infinitely better 
qualified to ferve us, than many who have been promoted, 


as he ſpeaks our language. He ſeems extremely' anxious to 
Teturh to camp, as the campaign may be expected to become 


active every day; and wiſhes Congreſs to determine What. 


ever command they may think proper to honor him with, as 


ſoon as they ſhall think it expedient. 
I have the wr to be, 990 age. 
Sing, Firad. Geb Mirrifnin Mey 9, 7777. 


THE incloſed is copy of a letter which was hand- 
ed to me by monſieur Mottin de la Balme, from Silas Deane, 
eſquire. For a more particular account of his merit and 
ſervices, I muſt refer you to himſelf. I have ſounded him 
as to his expectations, and find that nothing under a lieu 


tenant-colonelcy of horſe will content him. If you ſhould, 


from his own account, or from what you can collect from 

others, think proper to confer this rank upon him, there is no 

vacancy in any other corps except that of colonel Sheldon. 
I am afraid we ſhall never be able to find places vacant, 


equal to the expectations of the French gentlemen who are 


now here, much leſs for thoſe that will follow. The high 
rank conferred upon thoſe who firſt came over, many of 
whom had no pretenſions either from their ſervices or me- 
rit, has naturally raiſed the expectations of thoſe who come 


properly recommended, to ſuch a pitch, that I know not 


what will ſatisfy. them. Indeed it is not to be imagined 
that a, gentleman and an old foldier can ſubmit to be com- 


mandeq by a perſon in this country, whom he remembers 


to have been his inferior in France. 1 know not how we 


can remedy this evil, or put a ſtop to the growth of it, but 
. ' 1 1 „ 
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rank above that of a ſubaltern. | | 
have the honor to be, &c. | | A. 


— II 


3 F 
+ "SINCE T had the honor of addreffing you on the 
biin inſtant, nothing material has occurred. f 

Incloſed you will be pleaſed to receive a general return o 
our forces" in Jerſey, the fixth inſtant, which is the firſt 1 
have been able to obtain with any degree of accuracy. x wal 

I have not heard from general De Haas ſince his promo-- 10 
tion. As ſoon as I was informed of it, I wrote and requeſt- Wi 
ed him to repair to camp: but, having received no anſwer, I 
am apprehenſive my letter miſearried. I wiſh Congreſs to 
give him notice of his appointment, and directions to join 
the army, if he accepts ur e e wk 
by ee 40 

Through the board Gael have been FREE with a 
copy of general Gates's letter of the tweaty-ninth ultimo. 
Hudfon's-river and the paſſes in the Highlands I always con- 
ſidered as objects of great importance, and accordingly have 
provided for their ſecurity in the beſt manner my judgment 
could direct, and the circumſtances of the army admit. If they | 
are leſs ſecure than we wiſh them to be, it is owing to our b 
inability and not to inattention. I have written to general 

M*Dougal, and will do it again, to employ much of his care 
| upon this ſubject. War, in theory, and the modes of de- 
fence, are obvious and eaſy; but, in practice, they are 
more difficult. Unhappily for us, the means in our power 
do not always accord with our wiſhes or what * our 
intereſt to purſue. 

As yet none of the eaſtern troops have paſſed the North- 
river, except two ſmall detachments from Connecticut and 
Rhode-Ifland, amounting to about two hundred and ſeventy, 
wiych miſſed my orders till they had got over. TING I ſhall 
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ſend back aſter we are more xeinferced, unleſs, the move- 
ments of the enemy in this quarter make their detention ne- 

ceſſary. The reſt of the eaſtern, troops which have marched 

(except the ſeven regiments from Maſlachuſetts and three 

from New-Hampſhire, ordered immediately to Tieondero- 
ga) are at and on their way to Peekſkill, as mentioned in my 
letter of the third, — where they are to remain with all the 

York troops except Vanſchaick!s and Ganfevoort's now at 
the northward,cill general Howe's deſigns and intended oper- 

agions are better underſtopd, , This diſpoſition appearing to 

me and my general oſſicers the beſt that could be made in 
our ſtate of uncertainty, Was adopted. The two, troops of 
horſe, recommended'by Congreſs to be ſent to general Gates, 
ſball go as ſoon as ciscumſtances will admit. At preſent we have 
not more chan are conſtan ly employed at the different poſts. 

General Heath; in a letter ol che thirtieth ultimo, mentions 
that the military cheſt at the eaſtward is exhauſted, and that 

a ſupply will be wanted much to defray the expenſes which 
will ariſe on the removal of che military and ordnance ſtores 
to Springfield. He ſays Mr. Hancock was to write upon 
the ſubject . and requeſted 1 bn alſo mention, it to Con- 

graſs in nf bft letter. S 01g 

Accounts have been nen exhibicel of jot ws the of. 
kicers; reſpecting ſubſiſtence vhilſt recruiting and on their 
march. As I do not recollect the proviſion Congreſs have 
made in ſuch caſes, 1 with to be informed, and to be favor- 
ed with a copy of their ſeveral reſolves upon the ſubject. 

A conſideration. of the return. tranſwitted, and of the ſe- 
veral detachments that have joined, and which form i it, will 
may Congreſs what our ſituation has been. 

have the honor to be, &c, l G, W. 


eee eee 


Sin, Merriſtewn, May 1 12, 1777. 
THIS will be delivered you by general Arnold who 
arrived 827 day in his way to Philadelphia, He ſeems 


o 
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to be anxious. to ſettlg his public accoynts which are of con- 
ſiderable amount, and Waits on Congreſs, hoping they will 
appoint a committee of their body, or of uch gentlemen as 
they ſnall judge proper, to take the matter, into confideratian, 
This he conſiders the more neceſſary, as he has heard ſome 
teports have been propagated, injurious to his character as a 


man of integrity. If any ſuch aſperſions lię againſt, him, it is 


bot.reaſogable that he ſhould haye an opportunity of yindir 
gating(himaſel{ang evincing his jgyocence..,, 1» „ 

. I fund. he dogs not conſider the promotion. Cougreſs, have 
beenpleaſedt oonſer upon him ſufncient io oby iate che neglect 
ariſing from their having omited him in their late appoinky 
ments of majort generals. He obſerves it does not giye him 
gadiers, and that he is ſuhject ta be commanded by thoſe 
who had been inferior to him. He further adds, that Con- 
greſs, in heir laſt reſglve reſpecting him, haxe acknowledg- 
ed him competent to the ſtation of major-general, and there; 


ſore haue done away every objection implied by their former 


omiſſion. Theſe conſiderations are not without their weight, 
though I pretend not to judge w hat motives may have influenced 
the conduct of Congreſs upon this occaſion. It is needleſs wlay 
any.thing, of this gentleman's military character: it is, uni- 
vetſally known that-he has alwzys diſtinguiſhed himſelf ag a 


judicious, brave officer, of great activity, enterpriſe. and 


ferſeverange. -I have the bongr to be, . S. M. 


87 / - s 
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Bin, 0 Morriſtown, May 12, 1777. 
IWS this morning honored with yqur letter of the 


tenth inſtant, ai by the promo of . 
of the day before. 


The conduct of too many officers. in withholding the pay 
of their ſoldiers, I am perſuaded, is reprehenſible, and has 


been the cauſe of uncaſineſs and of many deſertions. Every | 
Ppeaſurg in my power will þe exerted to prevent ſuch abuſes 
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in future, and every aid given to puniſh the offenders in an 
exemplary manner. But Congreſs will excuſe me when I 
tell them it will be impoſſible to comply with, their recom- 
mendation' upon this ſubject, unleſs the general officers 
withdraw their attention from matters of the utmoſt impor- 
tance, and, ſuch as require their conſtant care. Were this 
not the caſe, the difperſed ſituation of the officers at this time 
through the different ſtates on the recruiting ſervice would 
prohibit the inquiry. Nor do I apprehend the regulations 
empowering and enjoining the regimental paymaſters to bring 
them to an account will be found competent to the end. Such 
officers will be proper to ſtate the accounts in the firſt in- 
ſtance, and to receive vouchers, &c, but will not do to ſettle 
them finally, as their connexions with the regiments ras 
je them much to the influence of the officers. | 5 
I ſhould ſuppoſe, if two or three gentlemen of integrity, 
and of ability in accounts, were appointed auditors to attend 
the army till the buſineſs is finiſhed, it would be the beſt ex- 
pedient that could be fallen on. They would be à check on 
the paymaſters, and, I am perſuaded, will be the means of 
the accounts being fairly and juſtly liquidated. If a ſettle- 
ment can be once obtained,” I traſt the "ſame confuſion will 
never take place again, as the paymaſters will receive and pay 
all money due to th&regiments, and account for it, and as 
the army is on a more permanent footing than it ever was 
before : for this, like moſt other inconveniences and diffi- 
culties which we have experienced, is to be imputcd in a 
great meaſure, to ſhort enliſtments and the frequent * 
tion of our troops. 
A return of the army in Jerſey, as late as the ſixth inſtant, 
I tranſmitted yeſterday morning in a letter by Mr. Randolph 
of Cheſnut-ſtreet, which you will probably receive to-day, 
| and from which Congreſs will be able to determine the expe- 
 Genoy of calling out the militia from Delaware and Pennſyl- 


vania. Though it gives me pain that we thould be under the 


N ERA ſuch a 9 per” I ſhould ſup- 
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poſe it to de adviſable, Our army is weak, and by no 
means equal to that of the enemy; and, till their deſigus are 
known and we are more reinforced with regular troops, we 
ſhould be prepared in the beſt manner we can. I would ob- 
ſerve, if the militia are called out, it ſhould be for a fixed 
determinate time: for, though they will certainly return 
when that expires, yet that is more tolerable than for them 
to go off in parties every day as their whim and caprice ſug- 
geſt, —which has always been the caſe when the time was not 
ſtated, I would alſo obſerve, if it is poſſible, they ſhould 
be engaged to march out of their ſtates if ordered. If their 
ſervice is located, they will move with great enn if 
they do at all. 

On ſaturday a ſmart ſkirmiſh nenen a detachment 
of our troops who attacked a number of the enemy near 
Piſcatawa, in which our men behaved well, and obliged the 
enemy to give way twice (as reported to me) with loſs. The 
enemy receiving a ſtrong reinforcement, our people retreated 
to their poſt. —I cannot give the particulars, as they have not 
been ſufficiently aſcertained. Their piquets were alſo attack- 
ed yeſterday by ſome of our parties from Boundbrooak, and 
forced within their lines. | 

T have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

Six, Morriſtown, May 16, 1777. 

YOUR letter of the fifteenth I had the honor to receive 
laſt night at eleven o'clock.—The commiſſion incloſed for 
monſieur Armand I ſhall deliver him as ſoon as I ſee him. 
Agreeable to your requeſt, I will give commiſſions to the 
brigadiers, and will aſcertain their rank by their original 
commiſſions when I obtain them. —The ir niry directed, re- 
ſpecting major Campbell, ſhall be made, and that be done 
which ſhall appear right. 

I fear it will be hardly poſſible to ſatisfy the views and 
claims of ſome of the French gentlemen, The late promo- 

l | "1 non 
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dong of monſieur Malmady, though; highly honorable, and. | 


ſuch as ſhould be conſidered fully if not mbre chan adequate 
to / his: pretenſions faken upon any principle, does not come 
vp to his demands. He arrived here Jeſterday morning, and 
kus been writing to me upon the ſohject . From the lügh 
marks: of diſtinction but too readily conſerred upon theſe men 


in many inſtances, they ſeem to have loſt ſight of what is | 


juſt and reaſonable, It would have been happy for us, par- 
ticularly for me and for, che gentlemen themſelves, if a too 
eaſy grant of favors had; not induced them to coytemp all 
rank; jn our army under that of field-officers not is it in 
my power to give commands to every appointment. I ſhall 
inform monſieur Armand (and reconcile him to it in / the beſt 


manner I can) chat there is no vacancy for him at preſent : 


and I would beg leave to ſuggeſt, that, where promotions 


ase made in future from politioal and honoraty motives, it 


would be well for Cangreſs to explain to the gentlemen that | 
n may be ſpme time before they can he put in actual com- 
waad. This might prevent their entertaining ſuſpſcions, of 


neglect on my part, which: the ſituation of the army will not 
Alloy me to obvigte. There is no vacancy for jmbnlicy 


Malmady, of the rank he now holds, unleſs the. merits of 
many other officers, who have ſerved with reputation and 
much longer here, are to be overlooked to make way ſor 


him. — Such a meaſure will neither be bee beg be 
dent to attempt. 


By a letter dom Ne Heard who is at Bomptun,1 am 


| informed that colonels Barton any Buſkirk with, three hun- 
_ dred tory levies from Bergen, on the morning of the thir- 
teenth, attempted to ſurpriſe and cut off about ſeventy of, his 


| pilitia ſtationed at Pyramus. The officer happily had no- 
tice of thejr deſign, and- eluded- it by moving his poſt. I 1 


happened that the morning was foggy ; and the enemy enter- 
ing at different plages, their parties engaged. General Heard 
155 their loſs could nat be. aſcertained : but, from. the reports 
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405 inhabitants: ten of their —— 
away at one. time, and ſeveral wounded- ui 4d 
e eee eee e ee eee 


5 400 Marriftouts, — on 
-INCLOSED th babe te honor to tranſrijit you a 
tetůrn of the forces in Jerſey. It it regimentally da 
geſted; ad will ſhew the ſtrength of each corps. I ſhould 
not have ſent it ſo particularly made out, had I not conceiv- 
ed the conveyance by which it goes from hence entirely ſe- 
(RW have nothing material to add reſpecting the enemy. 

have the honor to be, &c. 2 SG. W. 
P. S. I nted not ſuggeſt to Congreſs the neceſſity of keeps 
lag our numbers concealed from the knowledge of the public. 
; Nothing but'a good face and falſe appearances has' pan 

us hitherto to deceive the enemy bee F 


** 
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| . TT ESL: * Marviftoun, May 24, yyy | 
Y 11 BEG leave to inform Congreſs, that, immediately 
7 * the receipt of their reſolve of the twenty- ſixth of March, 
1 WH rocommending the office of adjutant-general to be filled by the 
* appointment of a perſon of abilities and unſuſpected attachment 
„ to our cauſe, I wrote to colonel Timothy Pickering of Salem, 


offering him the poſt in the firſt inſtance, and tranſmitting 
u . it the ſame time a letter for colonel William Lee whom 
Congreſs had been pleaſed to mentjon, :to be delivered fim 
Fe in caſe my offer could not be accepted. This conduct, 
is in preference of colonel Pickering, I was induced to adopt 
„7 from the high character I had of him, both as à great miti- 
It dy genws cultivated by an induſtrious- attention to the 
r- WH fudy of war, and as a gentleman of liberal education, dif- 
rd  linguiſhed zeal,” and great method and activity in buſinefs., 
ty This character of him ] had from gentlemen of diſtinction 
of au merit,/and on whoſe * I could rely. * 
r | | - When 
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When my letter reached colonel Pickering, at firſt view 
be thought his ſituation in reſpeR to public affairs would 
not permit him to accept the. poſt. That for colonel Lee 
he ſent immediately to him, who, in conſequence of it, re- 
paired to head-quarters. By colonel Lee I received a letter 
from colonel Pickering, ſtating more particularly the cauſes 
» which prevented him accepting the office when it was offer 
ed, and aſſuring me that he would in a little time accommo- 
date his affairs in ſuch a manner as to come into any mi- 
| hu poſt in which he might be ſerviceable, and-thovght 
equal to. 

ore Iam 10-wark with pecaligr farlaloBion, in jotice ts | 
- colonel Lee who has deſervedly acquired the reputation of a 
good officer, that he expreſſed a diſtruſt of his abilities to fill 
the appointment. intended for him; and, on hearing that colo- 
nel Pickering would accept it, he not only offered but wiſhed 
to relinquiſh his claim to it in favor of him, whom he declar- 
ed he conſidered, from p very intimate and friendly acquaint- 
ance, as a firſt military character; and that he knew no gen- 
tleman better or ſo well qualified for the poſt among us— 
Matters being thus circumſtanced, and colonel Les pleaſed 
with the command he was in, I wrote to colonel Pickering 
on his return, who or othce, and is daily ex- 
peed. 
| In this buſineſs I beg Congreſs to be aſſured, though cplo- 
nel Lee was poſtponed in the firſt inſtance, their recom- 
mendation had its due weight; and that no motive, other 
than a regard to the ſervice, induced me to prefer colonel 
Pickering. His acknowledged abilities and equal zeal, — 
without derogating from the merits of co'onel Les who 
bolds a high place in my eſteem,—gave him a preference: 
and I flatter myſelf the cauſe will be promoted in bis ap- 
pointment, eſpecially as we ſhall have two good officers in 
lieu of one, who, I am perſuaded, will do honor to them- 
ſelves in the line in which they move. Wc... 

wenn Highlands of the ws 

moſt 


OFFICIAL LETTERS.” 79 
moſt importance to ſecure, I ſent generals Greene and Knox 
about a fortnight ago to ſee what had been done for their 
defence, and to conſult with the general officers they ſhould 
meet, upon ſuch further meaſures as might be deemed neceſ- 
fary for their, greater ſafety. The incloſed copy of their re- 
port will fully convey their ſentiments upon the ſubject; to 
which J beg leave to refer Congreſs, —t. have ſent general 
Putnam to command in that quarter, and have inſtructed 
Him to uſe every poſſible means in his power for expediting 
and effecting the works and obſtructions mentioned in the 
report. Fearing that the cables might not be procured in time, 
1 have directed his particular and immediate attention to fix- 
ing the boom. However, as the cables would render that 
more ſecure, and will be extremely ſerviceable in the opinion 
of the officers, —if they are to be had in Philadelphia, I 
would adviſe Congreſs to order them to be purchaſed and 
forwarded without loſs of time :—they cannot be got elſe- 
' where. They muſt be proportioned to the width of the 
ner, which is about five hundred and forty yards; and, as 
they will be of moſt uſe if diagonally laid, the gentlemen 
think they ſhould not be leſs than four hundred and fifty fa- 
thoms long, and of the largeſt ſize that can be had. Unleſs 
they are large and ſubſtantial, they will anſwer no purpoſe, 
and will not ſuſtain their weight when ſtretched. 

1 ſhould be glad to know whether it be the intention of 
Congreſs that one of the already-appointed general officers may 
de affigned to the command of the light-horſe, or whether 
they have in contemplation the appointing of one for this 
purpoſe :—if the firſt, I ſhall immediately name one to that 
duty ; if the ſecond, they will be pleaſed to chuſe one, as it 
is time we ſhould have our arrangements complete. 

I have nothing of importance to communicate, unleſs it is 
that ſeventeen*ſhips are ſaid to have arrived at New-York 
on the twenty-ſecond, and that others were in the offing. 
A report has alſo prevailed, and has come through tro or 
three channels, that governor Tryon (that was) is dead of the 
wound he received in the Danbury expedition: and one c- 
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count is that lleutenant- colonel Walſeor' een in the enguge. 
ment at Ridgefield. 1 46 not kno / how far the fats are 
to be depended on: Lit ſeems certain — 100 Ten was 
wounded, .—T have the honor to be & . 
P. S. As I do not know what — parpoſes Con- 
greſs had in view when they ordered colonel Harriſon's re- 
giment of attillery to be raffed; 1 do not. think tyſelf at li- 
berty to give any directions about it? büt if they have no 
eertain employment for it in view; I could wiſh them to order 
the whole, or ſuch part of it as they ſhall judge proper, to Join 
this atmy, as we are in great want of more a -men 
than we haye.—It will not be — þ * the yy 
sad come. 


Ii, — ane r 
IE incloſed is a copy of a letter received yeſterday 
from general Howe. Congreſs will perceive, by referring t to 
"the copy of his letter of the twenty-firſt of April tranſmitted 
in mine of the twenty-fixth, that he perſevered in his demand 
for an equal number of priſoners to be returned for thoſe 
"Tent out by him 4 which has been the ſubjeQt of controverſy 
between us. As general Howe has called upon me again 
for my final deciſion upon the ſubſect, and Congreſs ite 
fully paſſeſſed of it, having received tranſcripts of every 
paper reſpecting it,—I wiſh them to take the matter under 
their earlieſt conſideration, and to inform me as ſoon as they 
can, whether the grounds on which it has been conducted by 
me are agreeable to their ideas, and whether my objections 
are or are not to be departed from. The affair is particularly 
ſtated in my letter of the ninth ultimo to general Howe, in 
anſwer to the paper addreſſed to me by lieutenant- colonel 
Walcot; copies of which were incloſed in my letter to the 
7 on the tenth of the ſame month. The diſpute, ſo 
far as general Lee is concerned, reſts at preſent on their . 
claring him, exchangeable, as other priſoners are, on the 
pi inciple ct equaJit ty "of rank; to enſure which, or his ſafety, 
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keutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heſſian field officers are 
detained. The other objection to returuing their priſoners is, 
that a great proportion of thoſe ſent out by them were not fit 
ſubjects of exchange when releaſed, and were made fo by 
the ſeverity of their treatment and confinement, and there- 
fore a deduction ſhould be made from the liſt. 

ENG bs noted amp renhiriturn.es amber 
of theirs at leaſt as we received effectives from them, I mean 
ſuch as could be conſidered capable of being exchanged; and 
perhaps ſound policy, that the agreement ſubſiſting for ex- 
changes ſhould continue. On the other hand it may be ſaid 
that our priſoners in general, in the enemy's hands at preſent, 
will have greater ſecurity by our retaining them, and that ge- 
neral Howe will be leſs apt to relinquiſh any part of his claim, 
the more the number in our hands is diminiſhed by an ex- 


change. ; | 155 f 41 
Tconfeſs I am under great difficulty in this buſineſs. But 
what is more particularly the cauſe of this application is the 
latter part of the firſt paragraph of the incloſed copy,. 
for jour determination reſpecting the priſoners now here, that 
1 may make my arrangements accordingly.” — This is couched 
in terms of great ambiguity ; and I am really at a loſs what 
interpretation to give it, —whether he intends that his con- 
duct reſpecting them ſhall be as I adviſe—(this appears more 
farorable than can well be expected), — or that, if the previ- 
ous demand is not anſwered in à ſatisfactory manner, he 
ſhall conſider them on a different footing from that on which 
our former priſoners were, and the agreement totally diſ- 
ſolved. We are told government offered the priſoners they 
took to the India company, and they have procured an act 
lipenſing with that of the habeas-corpus in particular 
caſes of perſons. ſuppoſed inimical to them, &c. How far 
they or their commanders may adopt theſe meaſures, remains 
to he knoymn :I have only mentioned them _— reſpect 
the general ſubjeQ of my letter. | 
Notwithſtanding my recommendation 3 to what L 
Vor. II. | G conceived 
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conceived to be the fenſe of Congreſs, lieutenant - colone 
Campbell's treatment continues ta be ſuch as cannot be juſ. 
tified either on the principles of generoſity, or ſtrict retalia- 
tion; as I have authentic information, and I doubt not you will 
have the ſame, that general Lee's ſuuation is fur from being 
rigorous or uncomfortable: except his not being permit- 
ted to arne content 
with every other circumſtance of his treatmeut. 
Lam juſt moving to Boundbrook, thee withince 1 re- 
turned yeſterday morning. On monday morning a body 
of the enemy advanced near that poft. They retreated, on 
ſeeing a detachment march to meet them. There was ſome 
firing at long ſhot, but without any great damage. We had 
anly three men flightly wounded. © What their Joſs was, [ 
know not: three of their light-horſe were killed. By advices 
from the eaſtward, the troops are coming from Rhode-Ifland. 
++Fhave the n isaac ms . . 


. 1 * * 
- * W * 2 eg . 14. © .# * 
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Sm, Hlaad. Ouartero, Middlebrook 3 n. 
I IIS morning had the honor of your letter of the 
twenty-ſeventh, with its ĩncloſures. I ſhall pay the ſtricteſt 
attention to the reſolutions tranſmitted me; however, I am 
not without apprehenſions that the regulation lately adopted, 
reſpecting chaplains, will not anſwer. Ixrecollect, when one 
was aſſigned in the courſe of laſt year to two regiments, the 
prevailing opinion was,—and that ſounded on a variety of rea- 
ſons, —that it would not do; and the old mode of * 
ment was introdeced ugainn. 

_ General Schuyler's propoſal for raiſing one or two troops 
of horſe; I think a good one. I intended to write to him 
upon the ſubject before the receipt of n wer, and ſhall 
do it by the firſt opportunity. * 

I arrived here yeſterday evening: noching of importance 
has occurred ſince ; and I have nothing farther to add, than 
that I have the honor to be, xe. G. W. 
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Sin, Head-Quarters, Middlebrook Camp, May 31, 555 
SINCE I did myſelf the honor to write to you the 
twenty · ninth, I have received the incloſed intelligence. As 
it comes from a perſon of veracity, and one who is much in 
the confidence of the enemy, I have no doubt as to the fact 
of the two brigades. having come over from New-York to 
Amboy, and alſo that a number of waggons have been 
brought from Staten and Long-Ifland. Theſe accounts are 
corroborated by information of the ſame kind from ſeveral 
different quarters. But I do not place ſo much dependence 
upon the account of the intended attack upon this. place, be- 
cauſe I think, if ſuch a matter was really in agitation, it 
would be kept a profound ſecret : I rather am of opinion that 
it is thrown out to deceive. But at any rate, taking it for 
granted that they are aſſembling their troops and carriages, 
what can they have in view but a move, either immediately, 
or when their reinforcement (if they get any) arrives? and 
if they do move, I can ſee no other obje but Philadelphia. 
It is true they have ſeemed for ſome time paſt to have laid a- 
ide all thoughts of attempting that city by land: but if they 
had only the attacking this army in contemplation, they would 
never encumber themſelves with a large train of waggons, 
which, if they were ſucceſsful, would retard them in their 
purſuit, and, if defeated, would n danger of falling into 
our hands. 

Lincloſe you an extract of a letter which I received from 
general Sullivan.—If the two India ſhips which have been 
cut down are gone out io ſea, I ſhould ſuppoſe they are in- 
tended for the Delaware, becauſe they are not capable of per- 
forming a rough or long voyage. This, if true, looks as if 
a ſudden correſponding move by land was intended; for they 
will never ſend their ſhipslong before their troops. 

Theſe, you will pleaſe to obſerve, are mere conjiinend 
upon circumſtances : for the actions of the enemy have-for 
COR IG non bo e from appearances, that 1 

62 hardly 
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hardly dare to form an opinion. But I would wiſh to proft 
by every piece of intelligence, and be prepared to ward off 
every danger that threatens. I would therefore recommend 
that the Pennſylvania militia, who are affembled at Briſtol 
for the expreſs purpoſe of guarding the river and oppoſing the 
paſſage of the enemy, ſhould be put under the command of a 


- Food general officer, who wotild ſee chat they are kept to 


*  &% 


theit duty, and prepared for a ſudden emergency. gg 
this is done, they may as well be at home. 

I laſt night received a letter from general M*Dovgal, an 
extract of which you have incloſed. By this it appears that 
a reinforcement is arrived, but whether from Canada or Eu- 
rope, is uncertain. Vou will obſerve that he likewiſe men- 
tions, that eight tranſports with foot, and a ſchooner with 
horſes and hay, had fallen down.—We can only form con- 
jectures at preſent of the place of their deftmation : but if they 
ſtand ſouthward, Philadelphia is the moſt probable place. 

- F have the pleaſure to communicate a very agreeable piece 
of intelligence which I have received from general Parſons, 
of the deſtruction of twelve of the enemy's veſſels in Sag-har- 
bor upon the eaſt end of Long-Iſland. I give you his letter 
at length, which I think reflects high honor upon the con- 
duct and bravery of colonel Meigs, his officers, and men. 

have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Stix, Head-Quartcrs, Middlebrook, 450 31, 1977. 

MONSIEUR Coudray is juſt arrived at camp, and pro- 
poſes to ſet out to-morrow for Philadelphia. What his 
views are, I am uncertain, having had no converſation with 
him upon the ſubjcct: but I find an idea prevails that there 
is an agreement between Mr. Deane and him, that he ſhall 
have the chief command of the artillery. How well founded 
this opinion may be, I cannot determine: but if it be true, it 
may involve the moſt - injurious conſequences. General 
Knox, who. has deſervedly acquired the character of one of 
V. ILA 3 : de 
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the moſt valuable officers. in the ſervice, and who, combat- 
ing almoſt innumerable difficulties in the department he fills, 


has placed the artiſlery upon a footing that does him the 


greateſt honor, he, I am perſuaded, would conſider himſelf in- 
jured by an appointment ſuperceding his command, and would 
not think himſelf at liberty to continue in the ſervice: Should 
ſuch an event take place in the preſent ſtate of things, there 
would be too much reaſon to apprehend a train of ills, ſuch 
as might convulſe and unhinge this important department. 

* 'Suppoſing monſieur Coudray to have made ſuch an agree- 
ment, the caſe is of great difficulty, and, in my opinion, is 
worthy of the moſt delicate conſideration of Congreſs. Vet 
may not means be ſtill deviſed to ſatisfy this gentleman by ap- 
pointing him to ſome command not derogatory to his promiſed 
rank, and which will be agreeable to him? From the re- 
commendations we have had of him, I am obtiged to eſteem 
him of high character, and of great knowledge in what he 
profeſſes : and, from this conſideration and the manner in 
which he is mentioned to us, it appears that um addreſs and 
delicacy muſt be uſed, to conciliate matters. * 4 N 
Many reaſons, beſides thoſe I have non; nal be af- 
ſigned for continuing general Knox firſt in command in this 
department, which, on reflexion, will readily occur. I 
would only obſerve, without inſinuating the moſt diſtant ſha- 
dow of diſtruſt of monſieur Coudray's honor, candor, or in- 
tegrity, that, on the general maxims of prudence and policy, 
it may be queſtioned with much propriety whether ſo impor- 
tant a command as that of the artillery ſhould be veſted in 
any but a native, or one attached = the Tos of inte# to 
theſe ſtates. 

Congreſs will be pleaſed to —_ * a. I kid uſed 
upon this occaſion, and, I truſt, will impute it to the impor- 
tance of the ſubject which gave riſe to it, ks 4 5 

I haye the honor to be, &c. to 8 G. W. 


b, 
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| Srn, * Head-Quarters, Middlebrook, Fune 2, 1977. 
THE incloſed copies of generals Gates and Poor's let. 
ters, which juſt now came to hand, cantain the lateſt advices 
from the northern army. Theſe I thought it proper to tranſ. 
mit, as I am not authoriſed to conclude that general Gates 
had written to Congreſs upon the ſubject of their contents. 
J wiſh our accounts from that quarter may be happy, if Mr. 
Carleton makes an attack. The ſhameful deficiency in all 
our armies affords but too juſt grounds for diſagreeable appre- 
henſions: if the quotas aſſigned the different ſtates are not 
immediately filled, we ſhall have every thing to fear. We 
ſhall never be able to reſiſt their force, if the militia are to 
be relied on; nor do I know whether their aid, feeble and 
ineffectual as it is, is much to be expeted.—Can. no expe- 
dients be deviſed to complete the regiments, and to rouſe our 
unthinking countrymen from their lethargy ?—If there can, 
the ſituation of our affairs calls loudly for it. 
I have the honor to be, &c. al. W. 
P. S. Mr. Boudinot, commiſſary-general for priſoners, 
will deliver this. He goes to Philadelphia on buſineſs re- 
ſpecting his department, and has ſeveral matters to ſettle and 
adjuſt with -Congreſs, which are efſential and neceſſary 
to a regular diſcharge of his duty. To him I beg leave to 
refer you upon the ſubject, and wiſh him to have your at. 


rx, Head-Quarters, Middlebrook, June 3, 17)). 

I WOULD take che liberty of addreſſing a few lines 
to Congreſs on a matter which appears to me of importance, 
and which is conſidered in the ſame light by many of our of- 
ficers, and others not in the military line. The ſubjeR 1 
allude to is the condition of many perfons now with the 
enemy, who, deluded by their arts and a miſguided attachment 


to their meaſures, fled from the protection of the ſtates, 
to 
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eden wit te, pd who, in pay igſtances, arg : 
in arms againſt US nog wer 
It has been ſuggeſied thenwad, ne 
| ſuggeſtion ſeems to be credited, eſpecially. as ſome have al- 
ready eſcaped, —that many af theſe unhappy people, convin- 
ced of their error and the wicked part they have taken, would 
embrace the earlieſt opportunity of leaving the enemy and 
returning, among us, were they ſure of being received into 
our friendſhip again, and of epd lng ny 
rights of citizens, _/ , 

This fubject, in the confideration of hs. Axikes we wed 
portant, intereſting, and delicate, —invo}zing, many conſe- 
quences worthy of mature deliberation and attention. As 
ſuch, and deeming myſelf incompetent to it,—l think ĩt my 
duty to ſubmit it to Congrels for their diſcuſſion, to take ſuch 
meaſures therein as they ſhall eſteem neceſſary and right. 

If theſe people, particularly thoſe in arms, are ingenuous in 
what has been hinted, and it is their with, or that of any 
conſiderable part of them, to return, I ſhould ſuppoſe that 
it would be expedient, and founded in ſound policy, to give 
every ſuitable aſſurance to induce them to come. Such an 
d event would be attended with ſalutary effects, would weaken 
y the enemy, diſtreſs them greatly, and would probably have 
0 
* 


a moſt happy influence in preventing others. from. joining 
their arms. On the other hand, the indulgence may be lia · 
dle to great abufe, ſuppoſing it not to be duly guarded: or if 
the effects produced by it ſhould be partial, they will not be 
adequate to the ends in view. Yet, as the enemy on their 
7 part are uſing every device they are capable of, to ſeduce 
es both ſoldiers and citizens from our ſexyice imo theirs, and 
e have ſucceeded but too well, it is generally, thought in the 
|. military line that ſomething ſhould be attempted to.counteraR = 
1 them. Whether Congreſs will be of the ſame / ſentiment, 
he and;—if they ſhould, — what and how exarnGre the mode and 
indulgence ought to be, is entirely with them. 
There i is one difficulty that occurs to. me, ſuppoſing the 


io | 5 | G4 meaſure 
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meaſure to be adopted. What line of diſcrimination can be 
drawn upon ſuch an occaſion, though circumſtances ſhould 
differ and ſeem to require it ? While the poor, deluded, ig 
norantj duped by artifices and a thouſand cauſes to lead them 
wrong; have a claim to their country's pardon and indul. 
gence, there ate many of well- informed underſtanding, 
who, from their early-ayowed' hoſtile diſpoſitions and in- 
veterate diſregard of her rights, and thoſe who have taken 


' double and triple part, cannot have the ſame pretenſions; 


— whoſe only view in returning may be to ſerve their own 
ſordid purpoſes, and the better 0 4 thoſe — they 
ha ve ſteadily purſud. 

One thing more 1 would n which is, that if Con- 
greſs judge an adoption of meaſures eligible on the ſubſect of . 


my letter, the ſooner it is come into, the better, for the moſt 


obvious 'reaſons ; and the time allowed for thoſe to retum 
who wiſh the indulgence, ſhould be fixed at a ſhort period, 
not longer, in my opinion, than till ef day of 
+ - next: otherwiſe they may avail themſelves of the 
circutnſtance, and wait events th decide their choice. If any 
good n rere — 
and further extendelu. K 
Congreſs will be pleaſed to not me for” thus freely 
communicating my ſentiments, eſpecially when I affure them 
ine * 
have the honor to be, '&c. G3, g .. 
P. S. The more I conſider the ſubject of my letter, the 
more important and intereſling it appears. I am inclined to 


_ think, if the meaſure propoſed ſhould be deemed expedient, 


that it will be better that the indulgencies and aſſurances 
for their return ſhould be communicated through the me- 
dium of ſome ſecond, ſecret hand, qualified to offer them and 


_ negotiate the buſineſs, rather than by an act of public au- 


thority. - e I ſhould Tuppole, Wy be found, by 


uy __ blank in the original. 
4 | which 
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which they may obtain due information in that way, and 
which will not hold out to the enemy the ſame cauſe of ſuſ- 
picion and of vigilance to prevent their eſcaping, Whatever 
mode ſhall be conſidered moſt adviſable, ſhould be immedi- 
ately* adopted. What time ſhould be allowed in the firſt 
inftance, I am at a loſs to determine: if the continuance 
is too ſhort, there may be danger of their not being ap- 
priſed ſo as to get off: if it is too long, they'll defer mat 
ters lo the laſt, and act then as circumſtances of intereſt 
dictate. To err in the former will be leaſt injurious. 


o f. 
. 
4 — — — 


Sina, + Head-Quarters, Middlebrook, June 5, 1777. 
INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter 
from general Howe, of this date. You will perceive how 
extremely preſſing he is for an anſwer to the demands in 
his letters of the twenty-firſt of April and twenty-ſccond 
ultimo. As I referred" the conſideration of them to Con- 
greſs in mine of the twenty- eighth of May requeſting their 


opinion, I entreat that they will not defer giving it, that 1 


may return an anſwer. I ſhall impatiently wait their ſen- 
timents, aud flatter myſelf I ſhall have chem 1 * Wo 


| ſpeedy and early conveyance, _ 


- Þ have the honor to be, &c. l . 


u, ad. Ouartert, Middlebrooky Fund 5; 1755. 


1 THIS morning had the honor of your letter of the | 


fifth with its incloſures. The reſolution of the thirtieth of 


May, reſpecting the French gentlemen who came paſſen- 


gers in the Amphitrite, reached camp before your letter, 
and has excited much uneaſineſs in the artillery corps. 
The incloſed dopy of a letter from general Knox will 
convey their anxiety upon the ſubject,.— which I think it 
neceſſary to tranſmit, as well from duty as on account of 

his requeſt. 
1 difficulties upon this occaſion ariſe row the pecu- 
liar 
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har circumſtances of moſt of the ofhcers compoling the ar. 
tiltery regiments at this time. I do not know, for my owy 
part, what operation Congreſs preciſely meant the reſolution 
ſhould bave ; but if the commiſſions which theſe gentlemen 
are to receive ſhould give them rank from the date of thoſe 
they had from the king of France, or from their cempa& 
with Mr. Deane, there are but few-officers now in the 
artillery who will not be ſuperceded in their command, 
unleſs ſome method is adopted to prevent it. This, I am 
perſuaded, Congreſs had not in contemplation, becauſe it 
is oppoſed to policy and to juſtice ; and I am led to be- 
leve the reſolution was come into for want of due infor- 
mation how matters were circumſtanced in this inſtance. 

- The. officers now in the artillery 1 am obliged- to con- 
Gder of great merit: experience has proved them to be 
moſt warmly attached to the rights of their country; and 
their conduct in the line of their profeſſion has been ſuch 
as, does the higheſt honor to themſelves and the gentleman 
who immediately commands them. Without derogating 
in the leaſt from the character of the French officers who 
axe to be commiſſioned, and whom I -with to receive every 
eountenance; they merit, there is ſtrong rea ſon to doubt 
(laying aſide every conſideration of policy) whether they 
haye ſeen as much real ſervice as our own in the courſe 
of two campaigns. It would be hard, not to ſay unjuſt, 
that the latter ſhould loſe their command when they have 
2 chm to every mark. of favor, and. after they have ta- 
ken great pains to form their companies : the ſervice re- 
quires that they ſboyld not; and I am convinced the event 
would be attended with the moſt fatal conſequences. 

But what is to be done ?—This is a caſe of difficulty, 
view it as, you will.-I am not for rejecting the French 

emen : far otherwiſe, -I am for employing them : 

and public faith, and the encouragements given to bring 
them over, demand that it ſhould be done. After much 
thought and conſideration upon the ſubject, two modes oc- 
cur to me, as the only poſſible ones by which it can be 
effected, 


5 
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FAY and by which the inconveniences I have men- 

can be remedied. One is, that a new corps of ar- 
iillery ſhould be formed, and theſe gentlemen attached to it- 
This, we have reaſon to fear, cannot be done, from the dif- 
beulties we have experienced in raiſing men, and from their 
haying no intereſt or connexions with the people. _ Their 
ſituation. in ſuch caſe, if they are men of ſentiment and ac- 
tive diſpoſitions, would be irkſome and diſtreſſing. — The 
other is, that our preſent officers now under conſideration 
ſhould have their commiſhons antedated, to give them pre- 
cedency of rank: and this may be done with the greater pra- 
priety as moſt of them were intended to hold the poſts they 
now: ſuſtain, before the French gentlemen had any claim 
upon. us. It is true they were not commiſſioned, be- 
cauſe the old corps exiſted under the firſt arrangement. 
Further it is ſaid, —and there is no doubt of the fact. — 
that theſe gentlemen were promoted by brevet juſt before 
their departure from France, merely to give them rank here; 
—antecedent to which, our officers were ſuperior to them | 
in his point; and theſe brevets only confer local rank, con- 


fined to the French- American colonies. 


This latter mode appears the m6ſt eligible : if it is adopt- 
ed, they will be diſtributed through the corps as aſſiſtant of- 
ficers. Their want of a knowledge in our language incapa- 
citates them for command in the firſt inſtance ; ; and not only 
ſo, but to place them at the head of companies, over officers. 
that have been at great trouble, pains and expenſe in raiſing 
the men, would be both unmilitary and. unjuſt.—I ſhall now 
quit the ſubject, wiſhing that whatever will beſt conciliate 
matters and advance the public good, may be done; ſug- 
gelting at the ſame time with all deference, as it is much 
eaſier to prevent evils than to remedy them after they have 
happened, it will be well, in all caſes of foreign and-indeed 


other applications, that the conſequences, which granting 


them will involve, ſhould be maturely weighed and taken in 
every point of view. In the preſeut caſe of difficulty, things, 
Iam 6 might have been * with the greateſt 

, facility, ; 
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facility, had che committee of foreign” applications been fully 
poſſeſſed of all the circumſtances reſpecting the artillery regi. 
irrer e eee 2. et ele 
By a letter from general Gates, Bf the ſecond inſtam, 
wunſmitting a copy of one from general Poor, che enemy, 
who were at Split-Rock according to their laſt advice 
which I forwarded, have returned down the lake. Cap- 
rain Whitcomb had been ſent out to reconnoitre, and re. 
ported on his return that only one boat remained. 

From ſundry accounts from New-York, there is reaſon 
to believe che enemy are on the point of making ſome ex- 
pedition. Their preparation of ſhips' for troops, light- 
horſe, &c, indicates that they intend to go by water. What 
their object is, yet remains a' ſecret. The incloſed copy of 
an examination is very particular, and as recent as any 
that T have received. The perſon who gave the informa- 
tion belongs to Cape-May county, and appeared to be a 
ſenſible intelligent lad. A deſerter of the ſeventy - firſt 'this 
moment came in: you alſo have his examination incloſed. 


I have the honor to be, ce. S. W. 
Six, Head - Cuarters, Middlebrook, June 8, 1777. 


I WAS this morning honored with your favor of 
the ſixth inſtant, with its ĩncloſures.— I am extremely happy in 
the approbation Congreſs have heen pleaſed to expreſs of my 
conduct reſpecting the propoſed cartel for the exchange of 
priſoners, and ſhall govern myſelf by the principles which 
Influenced me on that occaſion, and fuch other as ſhall 
appear right-and juſt, ſhould there be any further A leapt 


tion on the ſubject. 


I fhall order a return to be made of the chaplains in 
ſervice, which ſhall be tranſmitted as ſoon as it is obtain- 
ed. At preſent, as the regiments are greatly diſperſed, part 
in one place and part in another, and accurate ſtates of 


them have not been made, it will not be in my power to 


forward i it immediately. I ſhall here take occaſion to men- 
| tion 


Fl 
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non that I communicated the reſolution appointing à bri- 
pade-chaplain in the place: of all others, to the ſeveral bri- 
yaders.” They are all of opinion that it will be impoſ- 
ſible for them to diſcharge the duty; that many inconve= 
niences and much diſſatisfaction will be the reſult; and 
that no eſtabliſhment appears ſo good in this inſtance as 
the ok! one. Among many other weighty objeQtions- to 
the meaſure, it has been ſuggeſted that it has a tendency 
to introduce religious diſputes into the army, which, above 
all "things, ſhould be avoided, and in many inftarſces 
would compel men to a mode of worſhip which they do 
not-profeſs. The old eſtabliſhment gives every regiment 
an opportunity of having a chaplain of their. own reli« 
gious ſentiments, —is founded on a plan of a more gene- 
rous toleration,—and the choice of chaplains to officiate 
has been generally in the regiments. Suppoſing one chap- 
lain could do the duties of a brigade (which ſuppoſition 
. bowever is inadmiſſible when we view things in practice), 
that being compoſed of four or five, perhaps, in ſome in- 
| ſtances, ſix regiments, there might be ſo many different 
modes of worthip, I have. mentioned the opinion of the 
officers and theſe hints to Congreſs upon this ſubject, from 


a principle of duty, and becauſe-I am well aſſured it is 
f moſt foreign to their wiſhes or intention to. excite, by 
x any act, the ſmalleſt uneaſineſs and jealouſy among the 
f There remains no room to believe otherwiſe than that 
h the enemy are on the point of moving: this is confirm- 
1 ed by intelligence from all quarters, and through ſo 
i many different channels, that we muſt- conſider it certain. 

| Whether they will move by land or water, or by both, 
7 cannot be aſcertained ; nor is their deſtination preciſely. 
* known: but dvery circumſtance points out Philadelphia 
nt as their object. Being of this opinion, I have directed the 
of return of general Mifflin. Before he left. Philadelphia, 1 
10 wrote, countermanding the order for his coming here; bug 
N- N 
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be did not receive my letter. —T would alſo mention to 
Congreſs that I think the military ſtores, lately arrived, and 
# or coming to Philadelphia, ſhould be removed to à place 
of perfect ſecurity. Though I would not excite needleſs 
„ ee ee eee eee 
tial ſhould not be expoſed to riſc. 

LI have the honor to be, &c. | G. w. 


Sin, — Head-Quarters, Middlebrook, June 13, 177). 

| ' INCLOSED you will receive a copy of a letter 
from me to lord Cornwallis, on the inhuman treatment of 
lemcnant Martin by a party of the enemy's horſe. My 
remonſtrance and ſending his corpſe produced nothing more 
than a thort anſwer from his lordſhip, which you alſo have. 
It was thought unneceſſary to view the body, the wy being 
admitted and juſtified. 

I have alfo taken the liberty to incloſe a ur te 
ter to general Howe, in anſwer to his of the twenty-firſt of 

April, twenty-ſecond of May, and fifth inſtant. From the lat- 
ter part of the firſt paragraph in that of the twenty-ſecond of 
May, I was induced to propoſe an exchange of all the priſon- 
ers now in his hands, ſo far as it can be effected on the 
principles of the agreement ſubliſting between us, except that 
of lieutenant-colonel Campbell and the Heſſian field-officers 
who are to be retained till general Lee is declared exchange- 
able. I did not expect the propoſition would be acceded to: 
but, as his letter is of doubtful meaning in this inſtance, I 
thought it expedient to make the offer, —firſt, as it will be a 
happy event if we releaſe our priſoners, —and ſecondly, as 
the propofition may draw from him an ad ara of his 
ſentiments, though he ſhould reject it. 

The New-York paper of the ninth ah I tranſit for 
yoaripetaſe): it contains an extract of a letter from governor 
Tryon to Chriſtopher Billop of Long-Ifland. This extract, 
I disk, — . ud may be. improved to 

9 * great 
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great advantage, if publiſhed in the papers with foch firic- 
tures and obſervations as it will well warrant, and as will oc-* 


cur to an ingenious pen. The enemy, on their part, uſe the 


moſt artful publications, and avail themſelves of every thing 


they can, going from us. nene Rr g l. 
by their productions. | 

I would mention W officers in the 
corps of cavalry have applied to me, to know in what point 
of view their horſes are conſidered, —whether as public proper- 
ty, or as private belonging to themſelves, to be furniſhed at 
their own expenſe. When colonel Sheldon's regiment was 
ordered to be raiſed, the officers thought the horſes ſhould be 
a matter of public charge: but as it had never been deter- 
mined, and I was not perfeRly ſatisfied with the cuſtom in 
ſuch caſes, I did not confider myſelf authoriſed to decide up- 
on it. I promiſed to recommend it to the conſideration of 
Congreſs ; and this I have done fince on ſimilar occafions. 
The officers urge, that, as horſes are eſſential to che dif- 
charg®of their duty, they ſhould be provided at the public 
expenſe ; that they have riſen to ſuch enormous prices, that. 
if the contrary is eſtabliſhed, they muſt, from the nature of 
the ſervice, not only ſink their pay, but make a large ſacri- 
hee of their private intereſt. 

Though the practice may have been againſt their appli- 
cation in other armies, yet their reaſoning ſeems plauſible, 
and to be founded in juſtice. Thete are objections too 
againſt the meaſure, but not of ſufficient validity, in my 
opinion, to oppoſe to their claim. Another reaſon may be 
ſuggeſted, why the public ſhould find them horſes, which 
s, that if they were to provide them themſelves, the ap- 
prehenſion of loſing them might prevent a proper diſcharge 
of duty. BW As th <angh 
tious prudence. 

This matter I have thought it es to lay before Con- 
greſs, not doubting but it will have that attention which it 
may ſeem to deſerve. There is one thing more I would add 
Wis + 3 upon 
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upon the ſubject, which is, if their application i.confidered 
guſt, I ſhould ſuppoſe it beſt to fix a certain determinate ſum 
to be allowed for the horſes they have bought and may have 
occaſion to purchaſe, in preference. to Ae . it to "ol dif. 


cretion and judgment. 
It being evident, ſo far as we can reaſon from: circum« 


ſtances and appearances, that general Howe deſigns Phila- 
delphia to be the firſt object of his purſuits, or the defeat of this 


army,—and, for one or both of theſe purpoſes, is collecting 


nearly his whole force at Brunſwie, —a board of general of- 


ficers determined yeſterday evening after mature delibera- 


tion, that all the continental troops at Peekſkill and its de- 
pendencies, except one thouſand effectives, ſhould be im- 
mediately marched to reinforce this army. That number, 
with the convaleſcents and ſuch aids of militia as are now 


and may be afſembled in caſe of emergency, was deemed 


competent to the defence of thoſe poſls againſt any attempt 
that may be made to poſſeſs them in the preſent -ſitugtion of 


things, 


I have incloſed a general return ſhewing our whole * 


in Jerſey at this time, from which it will appear our circum- 
ſtances in this reſpect are by no means ſo deſirable as could 
be wiſhed. I eſteem it my duty to tranſmit information of 
this ſort from time to time to Congreſs, and am encouraged 


the more to do it from a conviction that they, ſenſible of the 
_ neceſſity. of the moſt profound ſecrecy, will not ſuffer the 


leaſt intimation of our numbers to tranſpire, 
June 14. Y our favor of the thirteenth, with its inclo- 

. was received laſt night 
Having propoſed to general Howe an exchabga _ the 
priſoners now in his poſſeſſion, as you will perceive by the 
incloſed copy of my letter, and alſo l at © his conduct 
towards priſoners would govern mine,” it appears to me that it 
would be improper to tranſmit him a copy of your. firſt re- 
ſolution of the tenth inſtant, till we have ſomething more 
from him on the ſubject propoſed. I confeſs I did not, nor 
| do 


ws AS A. IL 


1 


Seer 
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40 L yet, underſtand the. paragraph of his leuer of the twenty 
ſecond ultimo to which I have alluded, and which induced 
mo td propoſe an exchange. if that was his with, and to ſub- 
join, chat his cu to pur priſoners thould govern, mine 
as A caution to prevent him exerciſing, ſeverity or a new , 
mode of treatment of them, contrary to the ſpirit of the agree- 
ment between us, and the ideas entertained upon the ſubjoct 
when, it was firſt entered into. —if ſuch was his meaning. 

Finding that, there would be great difficulty. in filling the 
batallions;intenged to be. raiſed, I did not gommiſſion officers: 
for all the faxteen additional nen. 


— and therefore did not ſet the whole on foot.—I ſhall 
be happy on governor Caſwell's letter and your recommendas . 
con ot colonel. Shephard,, that he ſhould have a regiment: 
from the character given, him, and the terms on which, he. 
offers his ſervices, there can be no objection. Congreſs will be, 
pleaſed int him to the command they with him to have; 
and [ think it adviſable that he be ordered to march 
vith higCorps — n. Ne r to re- 

I 5 peruſed — — De Coudray' 8 opinion hed, 
fortifications, and have no doubt but that it is well founded. I 
have not ſufficient knowledge of them to eee . 
nion with certainty myſelf. of 

Lou will obſerve by the N ew · Vork paper the a. 
*. His family well deſerves the generous notice of 
Congrela He conducted himſelf. with great fidelity to our 
cauſe, rendering ¶ lis country eſſential] ſervices, and has fallen a 
ſacrifice in promoting her intereſt Perhaps a public act of 
generoſity (conſidering, the character he was iy, might not 
be ſo eligible as a priyate danation. 

June 15. When I wrote yeſterday, my ata. was 
tat one diviſion of the enemy was advancing on the Prince- 
ton road, and it was believed from the general movement of 
heir army that they RT towards Delaware. 

Vol. II. What 
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Whit their real" defign' was, is not yet underſtood; Thoſe 


that advanced on that road, after marehing ſons" diffance, 


fited off to' the right down Millſtone river, and joined the 
other column on the Coryel- ferry road lending by Sotherſer 
cðurt- houſe. One object of their movement might de to in- 
_ cloſe general Sullivan and his diviſion between their two co- 
lms: another (which moſt probably was the prificipa! 
cauſe, if they did not mean to proceed to Delaware when 
thiy ſet out) to manceuvre us out of our preſent encampment 
into action upon diſadvartagedus terms. The firſt they 
could not hope to ſucceed in after general Sullivan changed 
his poſt to Rock y- Hill. an event hic took place only the 
evening before, and which it is preſumed they were not well 
adviſed of when they leſt Brumſwir. A conſiderable body 
of them remain at Somerſet court: houſe and on the commu- 
| nication between that and Brun fi We have been and 
are harraſſing them with light troops : but they being in open 
ground with a . grace gta 
fectually as could be wiſhed. 
A ſhall be glad to be informed whether general De Ha 
conſiders himſelf an officer in the army. He has never join- 
eld it ſince his promotion, or writer; a ſingle line to me upon 
the ſubject. If he accepts his commiſſion, it will be well 


for Congreſs to order him to repair to the army immediately. 


The brigade intended for him is without a general officer, 
ant has brought on a diſagreeable diſpute between two of ile 
colonels, each claiming the command. This i is not the only 
ineonvenienee: — Officers of bigh rank remaining at home zf- 
ford a bad example to others who grun, er 
of application for the like indulgence. 

This letter, except the paragraphs ot this 1 1 ende 
to ſend yeſterday, but was prevented uhh the movement of 
tie enemy which rendered ne. 

Ihave the honor to be, &c. 9 e 094594 G. W. 
P. S. By a perſon juſt 5 et with a letter from ge 
neral Sullivan, the enemy's W aac guard is poſted between 
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a. rt ee eee 
YOUR letter of yeſterday, with its inelofuret, Ie: 
end ui By this conveyance I ſhall not ſend a pars 
ticulat anfwer.—The enemy are in motion, and a body is 
aivdidbg from Milltone towards Vanbieter's bridge: ano+ 
ther diyition is on the road leading towards Coryet's ferry 
We are packi . 
circumſtances thall ſeem to require. 

have che honor to be, C. . G. W. 

P. 8. o 
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"WHEN I had the honor of addreffing you laſt, I in- 
formed you that the main body of the enemy had marched 
from Brunſwic, and extended their van as far as Somerſet court- 
houſe. I am no to acquaint you, that, after encamping between 
theſe two poſts and beginning a line of redoubts, they changed 
their ground yeſterday morning and in the courſe of the pre. 
ceding night, and: returned to Brunſwic again, burning, as 
they went, ſeveral valuable dwelling houſes We had con- 
ſtantly Tight troops hovering round chem as far as circum- 
ſances would permit: but, being ſecured ow their flanks by 
the Ratiton and Milltone, they were difficult to approach; 
and, without loſs, effected their return to their former poſts. 
This ſudden and precipitate change in their operations has 
afforded matter for much ſpeculation. We ſuppoſe their ori- 
ginal deſign was to attempt an impreflion on our right, or 

to manœuvre us out of our ground, or to advance towards 
the Delaware. Whether theſe conjectures were well found- 
ed, cannot be aſcertained : but it is probable, if they had au 
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impreſſion in view, they found it could not he attempted 
without great loſs— (as to bringing on an attack, they ef. 
fſectually ſecured themſelves againſt one by the poſt they 
took)—or if paſſing the Delaware was their object, that, from 
the temper of the people, the proſecution of it (if not imprac- 
ticable) would meet with much greater.oppoſition;than what 
they expected: for I muſt obſerve,—and with peculiar ſatis- 
faction I do it. that, on the firſt notice of the enemy's move- 
ments, the militia aſſembled in the moſt ſpirited manner, 
firmly determined to give them every . annoyance;;in- their 
power, and to afford us every poſſible. aid. This I thought 
it my duty to mention in juſtice io their conduct; and I am 
inclined to believe that general Howe's return, thus ſuddenly 
made, muſt have been in conſequence of the information he 
received that the people were in and flying to arms in every 
quarter to oppoſe him. I ſhall not reaſon upon this event: 
but I cannot but conſider it as a moſt fortunate and happy 
one to us, and the moſt diſtreſſing Mr. Howe has yet ex- 
perienced, unleſs he has — 
reach of my conjecture. 
I ſhould have written to Chamahs more frequencies — 1 
ing the enemy after they came from Brunſwic, had I not 

— almoſt conſtantly on horſe-back, and had their deſigns 
been clear: but as they were not, I did not wiſh to puzzle 
them with conjectures, more eſpecially as I wrote general 
Arnold (with whom I was; obliged to correſpond, that he 
might co-operate with me as circumſtances ſhould require) 
to tranſmit them copies of my letters. | 

-  Incloſed you will be pleaſed. to receive an extract of a let- 
ter from colonel Jackſon of Boſton to general Knox. The 
intelligence it contains is intereſting ; and I ſhall be happy to 
bear that the two brigs mentioned have captured the remainder 
| of the Heſfans, and more particularly ſo if the capture ſhould 
not be far from the Britiſh coaſt, provided they arrive ſafe. 
Twelve o' clock. Iquſt now received a letter from genera] | 
| Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its incloſures, is 2 

c 7 1 
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with tranſmitted, —The enemy, from appearances, having. 
changed their views for the preſent, or̃ at leaſt rendered them 
dark and myſterious, I have ſent expreſſes to brigadiers 
MDougal and Glover to halt their diviſions, if they have 
proceeded any conſiderable diſtance” from Peekſkill, till fur- 
ther orders, —otherwiſe to return. I have alſo written/to ge- 
neral Putnam to hold four regiments in readineſs to embark 
for general Schuyler's aid, ſhould further intelligence from 
Canada reſpecting the enemy's movements make it neceſſary. 
The uncertainty of general Howe's operations will not per- 
mit more to be done at this time. General Parſons arrived 
here this morning, and his diviſion is ACN to their 
ground towards the leſt of the lines. | 

I omitted to mention in my laſt, . Scabies 
my general officers, it-was agreed that promotions ſhould be 
regimental in the army for all officers under the rank of field- 
officers, and for all of that rank, in the line of their ſtate. 
This is now ſettled as a general rule; a right being reſerved 
however, that it may be made for particular merit out of 
this line, or HONEST tay BIA objection. 


n e e n 
1 : 5 8 - ' ? 
SIR, Head-Quarters, Middlebrook, Fune 21, 1777. ; 


I WAS laſt night honored with yours of yeſterday 
morning, with its incloſures, the contents of which 1 1 
duly attend to. 

Having written fully yeſterday, and a new r 
ing ſince, I have only to requeſt that you will forward the 
papers reſpecting the commiſſary's department as ſoon as 
poſſible. * For want of ſome certain and fixed line of duty 
m this inſtance, the En CINE " 
conduct matters with any propriety. "RY 
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ngen * 22, un. 10 e 7. 
8a, 

1HAVE the hedge and pleaſure to inform you iter 

the enemy evacuated Brunſwic this morning and retired to 

Amboy, burning many houſes as they went along. Some of 

them, from the . of che flames, were ee 
buildings. 

From ſeveral pieces of information . 
circumſtances, it was evident that a movement was in agi- 
tation, and it was the general opinion that it was intended 
this morning. I therefore detached three brigades under the 
command of major-general Greene to fall upon their rear, 
and kept the main body of the army paraded upon the 
heights, to ſupport chem if there ſhould be occaſion. A 
party of colonel Morgan's regiment of light infantry attack- 
ed and drove the Heſſian piquet about ſun-riſe : and, upon 
the appearance of general Wayne's brigade and Morgan's 
_ regiment (who got firſt to the ground) oppoſite Brunſwic, the 
enemy immediately croffed the bridge to the eaſt fide of the 
river, and threw themſelves into redoubts which: they had 
before eonſtructẽd. Our troops advanced briſkly. upon them; 
upon which they quitted the redoubts without _T any 
eren and retired by the Amboy road. 

As all dur troops, gan the ifſetency of vhakr Ration 
in camp, had not come up when the enemy began to move 
off, it was impoſſible to check them, as their numbers were 
far greater then/ we had any reaſon, to expeR,—being, 2s 
we were informed afterwards, between tour and five thou- 
ſand men. Our men purſued them as far as Piſcatawa : but 
finding it impoſſible to overtake them, and fearing they 
might be lod ori pit roo the mal body, they returu- 
ed to Brunſwic. 

By information of the inhablandy 8 Howe, bond 
Cornwallis, and general Grant, were in the town when the 
alarm was firſt given : but they quitted it very ſoon after. . 

" 4 
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la the. putſait, colonel Morgan's riflemen exchanged ſeve- 
tal ſnarp fires with the enemy, which, it is imagined, did 
conſiderable execution. I am in hopes that they afterwards 
fell in with general Maxwell, who was. detached laſt night 
with a ſtrong party, to lie between Brunſwic and Amboy to 
intercept any convoys or parties that might be "—_ but 
have yet heard nothing from him. . 
General Greene deſires me to make mention of the con- 
duct and bravery of general Wayne and colonel Morgan, and 
| of their officers and men, upon this occaſion, as they conſtam- 
| ly advanced upon an enemy ir eee ib 
and well ſecured behind ſtrong redoubts. 

General Sullivan adyanced from Rocky-Hill to ie 
with his diviſion; but, as he did not receive his order of 
march till very late at night, he did not arrive till nn 
had been gone ſome time. 


* 
\ 
n 
. ral Maxwell ; and in cke morning I ſhall move the main 
e 
0 


I bave ſent down lord Stirling's diviſidn e eee 
body of the army to ſome ſecure poſt nearer Amboy, from 
whence we can with more eaſe annoy the enemy, than fromm 


4 this diſtance.—I am inclined to think they mean to croſs to | 
15 Staten-Ifland : if they do, we may perhaps find an opporty= - 
u nity of making a ſtroke upon their rear: at any rate we 
ſhall have a chance of obliging them to make a total evacu- 

ns ation of the ſtate of Jerſey. I have the honor to be, &. 
ve 5 * - | as + % 4 * ; | ö N 4 
as din, | Camp ar Quibbletown, Fune 25» 1777. i 
u- WHEN I had the honor to addreſs you laſt, it was 
ut on the ſubject of the enemy's retreat from Brunſwic to Am- 
ey boy, and of the meaſures purſued to annoy chem. At the 
wy ine of writing, the information I had received reſpecting 

| their loſs was rather vague und uncertain : but we have rea- 
ord ſon to believe, from intelligence through various channels 
the linoe, that it was pretty conſiderable, and fell chiefly on'the 


\ 
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party. The incloſed copy of a letter, containing the in. 
formation of a perſon juſt from New-York, | correſpond; 
with other accounts on this head, and with the declarations 
of ſome deſerters. Some of the accounts are, that officers 
were e eee eee eee e e Go 

the affair at Princeton. 1 
After the evacuation of 8 1 determined, with the 
advice of my general officers, to move the whole army the 
next morning to this poſt, where they would be nearer the 
enemy, and might act according to circumſtances. In this 

I was prevented by rain, and they only moved yeiterday 

morning. I have advanced lord Stirling's diviſion and ſome 
other troops lower'down. in the neighborhood of Metuchin 
 meeting-houſe, and intended to have poſted more there; but 
found, on reconnoitring the ground, that it was low and diſ- 
advantageous, and ſtill more unfavorable through a ſcarcity 
of water. Theſe: reaſons, added to that of there not being 
the ſmalleſt proſpect of attacking; the enemy in Amboy with 

a probability of ſucceſs.—ſecured on their flanks by water, 

and in their front by. ſtrong. redoubts acroſs the Neck. — 
would not permit me, either in my own opinion or that of 
my general officers, to keep any greater body uf men in that 
quarter, where they would havę been 1 and of con- 
ſequence extremely inſecure, 

I have light parties lying cloſe on the — lines, to 
watch their motions, and who will be ready to act in conjunc- 
tion with lord Stirling's diviſion and ſuch other troops as it 
niay be neceffary to detach; though I think,—and ſo do the 

-reſt of the officery,—that no event is likely to take place that 
will require more, ſince the idea of forcing their lines, or 
bringing on a general engagement oh their own ground, is 
univerſally held incompatible with our intereſt, and that that 
number is ſufficient to ayail ys of any advantages we can 
expect to ariſe from their petreating from Amboy, ſuppoling 
notice of the fact thould be obtained. Their contiguity to the 
"Sound, and the ſmall diſtance acrols it (having boats preper 
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el to. pals. in), will enable them to get off (ſhould they ſo 


incline) againſt every prudent and juſtifiable exertion on our 
part. Whether ſuch is their defign, is more than I can po- 
tively determine: but there is every reaſon to believe that 
they have been and are tranſporting their baggage to Staten» 
Iſland, and making every preparation to embark: on * 
their tranſports for ſome new expedition. | 
| Your favor of the twenty-fourth 1 zudem now ae ond 

am extremely obliged by your cordial congratulations on te 

ancmy's retreat from Brunſwic, and favorable interpretation 
of the event to my conduct. The reſolution n wells 
honor to tranſmit ſhall have my attention. 

It is much to be regretted, that an expreſs 6 
ral Maxwell on ſaturday night, to inform him of general 
Greene's movement towards Brunſwic that he might con- 
auct himſelf accordingly, did not reach him - Whether the 
expreſs went deſignedly to the enemy, or was taken, is not 
known: but there is reaſon to believe he fell into their hands. 
If general Maxwell had received the order, there is no doubt 
but their whole rear-guard would have been cut off. This 
the enemy confeſſed themſelves, as we are and informed M 
perſons in Bonemtown. 1 

By a reconnoitring party juſt Sy it is 8 as a 
matter of doubt whether any of the enemy have removed 
from Amboy ; though it is almoſt certain they have tranſ- 


-ported a great deal of their baggage. 


Ihre dhe hogor to be, e. 6. 
Six, Camp at Middlebrook, June 28, 1777. 


ON thurſday morning general Howe advanced with 


bis whole army in ſeveral columns, from Amboy, as fat as 


Weſtfield. We are certainly informed thatthe troops ſent to 
Staten-Ifland returned the preceding evening, and, it is ſaid, 
wich an augmentation of marines, ſo that carrying them 
ſhere was a feint with intention to deceive us. His deſign 


- 


* 
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in this ſudden movement was ekber to bring dn a genera! 


engagement upon diſatvantageous terms, confideting mat- 
ters in any point of view, —or to cut off our light parties, 


and lord Stirhng's diviſion which was ſent down to ſupport 


them, or to poſſeſs himſelf of the heights and paſſes in the 
mountains on our leſt. The two laſt-ſcemed to be the firſt 


objects of his attention, as his march was rapid againſt 
ho eee eke tv eee, eee 


— — dee enen neceſ- 
r. we ſheud move our force from the low grounds, 
to occupy the heights before them; which was effected. As 
they advanced; they fell m with ſome of our light parties and 


part of lord Surling's diviſion, with which they had ſome pret- 


ty ſmart ſx irmiſhing, with but very little loſs I believe on our 


| fide, except in three field-pieces which unfortanately fell into 


the enemy's hands: but, not having obtained vetutns yet, I 
-canniot determine it with certainty ; nor __ 


hat the enemy's loſs was. Y 


Ae ene en inthe; Edenh 8 bey of 


aht troops under brigadier-geteral Scott, to hang on their 


flank, and to watch their motions ; and ordered Morgan's 


corps of riflemen to join him ſince The enemy remained 


at Weſtficld till yeſterday afternoon, when, about three 


o'clock, they moved towards Spanktown, with our light 


troops in their rear and purſuing. The enemy have plun- 
dered all before them, and, it is ſaid; burned ſome houſes. 
1 have the honor to rn, c. SG. W. 


— ——- 7 1 


Pr FE uu os „ mus. 6 . 15 | 


Fa 
* T HAVE not been able to aſcertain yet with any de- 
| 2e of preciſibn the loſs fuſtaĩbed by the enemy in the ſeve- 
Hil ſkirmiſhes on thurſday, though we have many reaſons to 
believe it was much mote cotiſiderable than hat it was appre- 
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hended to be when I had the honor of addreſſing you upon 
the ſuhject. The incloſed copy of a letter from lord Stirling 
contains the fulleſt and moſt particular information that 1 
have received: and the accounts given by ſundry inhabitants 
to perſons who have been in the neighborhood where the 
kirmiſhes were, and where ET ATE ere 
tenance this intelligence. 

As to our loſs, as reported by the enemy, I am bees 
ed it is exaggerated beyond all bounds of truth or pro- 
bability, being aſſured by lord Scirling that it was trifling,—- 
and by ſuch deſbrters as have come in, that they ſaw but very 
few priſoners taken. It would have been certainly known 
before this (that is, the number. not yet returned), had not 
ſome of the parties, and I believe the moſt mm w 
put, joined the corps ſince detached. 

In reſpect to the enemy's deſigns or NR NIP 
they are not to be determined, It is certain they got into 
Amboy-yeſterday evening: and, from adyices this morning 
from officers ſent to South-Amboy to obſerve their motions, 
there were ſtrong reaſons to conclude they were evacuating 
the town, as their horſe had gone over to Staten-Ifland, and 
as ſeveral boats were alſo paſſing with baggage, and others 
with troops. There were further circumſtances favoring; this 
opinion, ſuch as apparent breaches in ſome of their lines: yet 
general Sullivan informs me by a letter juſt now received, that, 
from all the intelligence he has been able to obtain to-day, | 
he does not think they have any ſerious intention of quitting 
it, and that all their movements are a feint, calculated mercly | 
to deceive, and to cover ſome plans they have in view. 

I have two brigades, Scott's and Conway's,—now lying at 
and near Woodbridge, as corps of obſervation, and to act as 
circumſtances may require. General Sullivan was down in 
the ſame neighborhood. with his diviſion, till this evening. 
when he returned, it appearing to him unneceſſary to remain 
longer, and that the brigades L have mentioned vnn. ſuf- 
ficient for any event likely to take place. 

I have the honor ta he, &c, G. w. 
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P. 8. Fune 30.—From intelligence received laſt night, 


airbag — evacuating man 
be more confirmed. wat 
A de Ble in lord Stiding's leer ac 


report than from any certain knowledge of their having hap- 


pened, I cannot conſider them ſufficiently authentic for pub- 
lication ; nor are they tranſmitted for that purpoſe, though [ 
am well perſuaded the enemy's loſs was much more conſider- 
able than it was at firſt imagined to be.—It has been report- 
ed to me to-day that the enemy took ſixty- four priſoners in 
the whole. Whether they were all of our army, or in part 
countrymen, I cannot decide; for, having detached at that 
time a number of light parties, and many of them having fall- 
en in with the corps ordered out ſince, returns could not be 
made with accuracy. The priſoners taken by us were thir- 
teen, two of whom are light dragoons, the reſt infantry.— 
Generals Scott and Conway intended to move towards Amboy 
this morning: but it is probable the rain has prevented them, 


— EEO) 


Sin; "I Head: Quarters, Middlebrook; July 1, 1771) 
YESTERDAY afternoon the enemy totally. evacu- 
ated Amboy, and encamped oppoſite to it on Staten-Hland. 


General Scott entered directly after; and poſting guards to 


ſecure any ſtores they might have leſt, he withdre w his bri- 
gade, and halted about four miles from thence. This it was 
expedient to do, it being night hen he entered, and his re- 
maining there might have induced the enemy, whoſe boats 
were ready, to throw over a ſuperior force in his rear. He 
wrote me, he ſhould return this morning; and bring off 
whatever ſtotes he may find ; though there is little reaſon to 
expect that they have left any thing valuable behind. When 
1 am more particularly informed upon the ſubject, I ſhall 
take the liberty of addreſſing you on the ſame. 

I have the honor to be, & c. 2 145: $28 BW 
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S,, 1 1 Camp at Middlebrook, Fuly 2, 1277. 
IHE incloſed copies of general St. Clair's letters, tranſ- 
mitted yrſterday afternoon and laſt night by general Schuy- 
let; I have thought it my duty to ſend you. The intelligence 
they contain is important and intereſting; nor are there cir- 
cumſtances wanting beſides theſe, to induce a belief, or at 
leaſt to Taiſe a ſtrong preſumption, that the enemy have in 
contemplation a junction of their two armies by way of the. 
hkes and the North-river. ne ery 
force on the former, it is certainly their object. % t 

On receiving theſe accounts, I wrote immediately to — 
ral Putnam to embark Nixon's brigade for reinforcing the 
northern army,—to wait however the arrival or near ap- 
proach. of generals Parſons and Varnum's brigades from this 
place, who march this morning, —or the coming in of an 
equal number of militia to ſupply their place before they ſail. 
This I have done by the advice of my general officers, and is 
all that is thought practicable in the preſent uncertain inde- 
terminate ſituation of things. The reſt of the army here will 
be held in readineſs to move ms to information and 
eircumſtances. 

As I have were certain e 
goyne was approaching Ticonderoga with his whole army, 
I ſhould not heſitate a moment in concluding that it is in con- 
ſequence of a pteconcerted plan with general Howe, and 
that the latter is to co-operate with him, by puſhing his 
whole force up the North-river, and aiming a ſtroke in the 
firſt inſtance and immediately againſt the Highland paſſes. | 
But as the appearance of the enemy on the lake may be a 
eint, calculated to amuſe and diſtract (though it may ſeem; like 
a real attack), to draw this army to Peek{kill and more to the, 
northward, that*general Howe may with, more; facility turn 
his arms againſt Philadelphia,—it has been determined unad- 
viſable for us to move till We have further proofs of his in- 
entions, and that our conduct mult be governed by his. os 

| „ 
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Our ſituation is truly delicate and embarraſſing. Should we 
march to Peekſkill, leaving generat Howe on Staten-Iſland, 
there will be nothing - to prevent him pafling to South - Am- 
boy, and puſhing from thence to Philadelphia, or in thort 
by any other route; though the marching ſuch of his troops 
from the point oppoſite Amboy as were encamped there, and 
the failing of the ſhips from Princeſs-bay yeſterday morning, 
are cireunftances indicating that an embarkation has or will 
take place. On the other hand, if the North · river and the 
poſſeſſion of the Highlands are his objects, our remaining here 
till his views bee, pus . ory us to à nk 

that we wiſh to avoid. anon 

Thus, let us examine matters n difeulties fate 
us in the face. We ſhall attempt to conſult, and to do the 
beſt-we can.—I have written to generals Putnam and George 
Clinton fully upon the ſubject, urging them to put forth eve- 
ry exertion in their power, and inſtantly to call in a reſpe&- 
able body of militia to aid in the defence of thoſe important 
poſts at this critical conjuncture. Ltruſt they will come out : 
their fervices in e e ane wanted but for a 
Il muſt a requeſt * you wil ſend Ms. 4 
the iflſuing commiſfary-general, to camp immediately. There 
is reafon to apprehend the army will be in great diſtreſs and 
confufion for want of iſſuing commiſſaries in three or four 
dye. On ſaturday, thoſe with Mr. Trumbull: declare they 
will leave him, withour they are put on a different footing 
from what they now are. I need not mention che conſc- 
that will refule from ſuch an event, if there are not 

others here to ſupply their places. | 
There is one thing more I would-add, which is, that 
there are not more than forty thouſand dollars in the milita- 
ry cheft, and two months pay due to all the army, except 
two or three regiments which have juſt obtained warrants 
A hundred and fiſty- ix thouſand, . out of che laſt. ſupply 
ſeat the paymaſter, I was obliged to order to Peekſkill for 
2 * f the 


* 
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the troops in that quarter, whoſe” demands art great and 
preſſing alſo.” I muſt earneſtly entreat that you will forward 

2 ſupply ditectly to the paymaſter: ſhiould we be odliged to 
move before che troops are paid, much uneafineſs and mur- 
ea ended, e (thing 
worſe. © . {+1 

As the enemy ail lp rey res eee ac. | 
ceive and diſtract us, notwithſtanding the preſent appear- 
ance in favor of their ning an"Expedition up the ond 
river, I doubt not but you will have the moſt vigilant look- 
aiits kept along Delaware-bay, and proper expreſſes and fig- 
nals for communicating the earlieft intelligence. I think it 
would de highly expedient that ſome ſenſible judicious men 
ſhould be employet in that buſineſs at this time, who would 
view things as they ought to be, and from whoſe accounts 
cettaiti inferences and coneluſions may be drawn, fo as to 
ſorm a proper line for our conduct. The moſt fatal confe- 
quences may flow from falſe information at this period : things 
ou de examined with all poflible certainty. I ſhalt not 
„ e etc] n, cond, dee re- 
* Their fleet give them the moſt ſignal advantages, 
aud an opportunity of practiſing a thouſand ſeints. 

L haye che honor to be, &. GW, 


Six, Head. Quarters, Morriſſorun, July 7, 177. 
I Þ WAS this morning honored with yours of the fifth, 
wink ſundry reſolves of Congreſs to which I ſhall pay due at- 
No change has taken place in the ſituation of the enemy 
upon, Saaten - Inand Gnce I wrote to you on the ſiſch: but 1 
have this morning received an account from Elwabethtown, 
which mentions that a perſon had juſt come from the iſland, 
' who: informs that ſmall craft are conſtantly plying between 
New-York and the fleet, laden wich officers' baggage and 


ſtorcs 
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itores- put up in packages, and marked with their names and 
regiments ; and that tranſports are fitted up with ſtalls over 
their main decks for the reception of horſes. This looks as 
if a longer voyage was intended than up the North-river.  _ . 
I have given notice to all the eaſtern ſtates to be upon 

_ their guard, ſhould the fleet put to ſea and ſteer that way: 

aud I, think; the works upon and obſtructions in the Dela- 
ware ſhould be carried on with ſpirit, and completed as far 
as poſſible, leſt they ſhould viſit that quarter. I think the 

douthern ſtates ſhould alſo be adviſed of the uncertainty of the 
next operation of the enemy, that nenn 

ſuch preparations as they may judge neceſſary. N 
I ſhall make inquiry into the number of arms at preſent 
at Springfield: and if any can poſſibly be ſpared to the ſtate 
of Connecticut, they ſhall have all or part of thoſe requeſted 
by governor Trumbull. General Knox expects the return 
on ſaturday from Springfield; and I can then determine the 
I am pleaſed to hear that a ſupply of money is upon the 
road, as there is two months”. pay due to the troops. 

_. Fhave the honor to be, &c. G. w 

P. S. The incloſed piece of information i is 1 

by general Forman, which is confirmed in ſeveral particu- 
Jars by two deſerters from the * who leſt it yeſterday 
morning. £ 


r 


S Head. Quarters, Morriſtown, July 9s 1777- 
THE incloſed copy of a letter from the commiſſary- 


general of proviſions, and the information you will receive 
from major Hoops, will convince Congreſs of the diſtreſi 


and confuſion prevailing in that department. Without ſome- " 
thing is done in aid of Mr. Trumbull immediately, this army ha 
| muſt be diſbanded: if the preſent difficulties continue, it is x 
impoſſible it can exiſt. I entreat Congreſs to take the mat- as 


.. Ta rae WAags make ſuch \ 
proviſion 
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proviſion, as the exigeney and importance of the caſe de- 
mands. I know, not but we ſhall be obliged to move inthe, 
courſe, of a few;bqurs ; ,when, from the ſituation of things: 
in this line we ſhall have more to dread, than from the ene 
ape bare the honor tobe, Be. 6. W. 
Sn e i n rr by irs ec Jah! IO, 1775.5 
1 THIS: eee of the ſeventh in- 
e general Schuyler, a copy of which, and of its in- 
cloſure, I herewith ſend you. The intelligence which they 
contain is truly intereſting, ſuppoſing it juſt: but it differs ſo 
widely from what we had reaſon to expeg from the ac- 
counts mentioned in general St. Clair's leders to general 
Schuyler- (copies of which you would receive in his letter 
tranſmitted from hence laſt night by major Hoops) that I 
would fain flatter myſelf it is not true. I m the more ten- 
couraged to hope this, as captain Farmam's letter from Fort- 
Ann to brigadier Learned ſeems to be the foundation of the» 
whole, and does not authoriſe the unfavorable and unhappy- 
concluſions built upon it. I ſhould rather ſuppoſe, if any ac- 
cident has befallen us, it muſt have happened to the detach-, 
ment of men from the. Grants, under colonel Warner: for 
we find from general St. Clair's letters, he expected ſome - 
thing from him. The whole account is ſo confuſed that we 
cannot eſtabliſh any certain deduction from it; and I ſhall be 
happy if it proves premature and groundleſs. 
I am told by a gentleman. who came to camp yeſterday 
evening,” that Nixon's brigade would certainly arrive at Al- 
bany on tueſday morning, as he ſaw the veſſels, in which it 
was'embarked, ſtanding up the evening before- with a fair 
wind, 

If the event mentioned by general Schurter ſhould not * 
happened, we cannot doubt but general Burgoyne has come 
vp the lake, determined, if poſſible, to carry his point, —L 
mean, to poſſeſs himſelf of our poſts in that quarter, and to 

Vo“. II. 1 puſh 
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puſh His arms further. Suppoſing this not to have happened, 


as our continental levies are ſo deficient in their number, our 
ſecurity and ſafety will require that aids from the militia 
ſhould be called forth in caſes of emergency: if it has, there 
is now an abſolute neceſſity for their turning out to check 
general Burgoyne's progreſs ; or the moſt diſagreeable conſe. 
quences may be apprehended. Upon this occaſion I would 
take the Hberty to ſuggeſt to Congreſs the propriety of fend- 
ing an active, ſpirited officer, to conduct and lead'them on. 
If general Arnold bas fettled his affairs, and can be fpared 
from Philadelphia, I would recommend him for this buſineſs, 
ant} that he ſhould immediately ſet out for the northern de- 
partment: he is active, judicious, and brave, and an officer 
ia whom the militia will repoſe great confidence, Beſides 
this he is well acquainted with that country, and with the 
routes and moſt important paſſes and deſiles in it. I do not 
think he can render more ſignal ſervices, or be more uſe- 
fully employed at this time, than in this way. I am perſuad. 
ed his preſence and activity will animate the militia greatly, 
and ſpur them on to a becoming conduct. I could wiſh him 
to be engaged in a more agreeable ſervice, to be with bet- 
ter troops: but circumſtances call for his exertions in this 
way, and I. et e Bae a to che honors he 
has already acquired. 

In conſequence of the advices from general St. Clair, and 
the ſtrong probability there is that general Howe will puſh 
againſt the Highland paſſes to co-operate with general Bur- 
goyne, I ſhall, by the advice of my officers, move the ar- 
my from hence to-morrow morning towards the North-river, 
If ſuch ſhould be his intention, we ſhall not be too early, as 
favorable wind and tide will carry him up in a few hours. 
On the other hand, «if Philadelphia is his object, he cannot 
get round before we can arrive there; nor can he well de- 
bark his troops, &c, and proceed acroſs the land, before we 

can oppoſe him,—l have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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8 a "han Plains, . Fuly 12, 1777» 


WHEN I had the honor of addreſſing you laſt, I 
hoped the intelligence received reſpecting our affairs in the 
northern department was not true, or at leaſt that they were 
not ſo unfavorable as they were then repreſented. But the 
incloſed copy of a letter from general Schuyler, which came 
to hand yeſterday evening, confirms it, moſt unhappily for 
vs, in its fulleſt latitude. This event (the evacuation of our 
poſts on the lake), among the moſt unfortunate that could 
have befallen us. is rendered more intereſting by the manner 
in which it took place. I have no further information upon 
the ſubject than what the copy contains, and ſhall be happy 
to hear by my next advices, that the main body of the army, 
of whoſe ſituation general Schuyler knew nothing with cer- 
tainty, have not become priſoners : for I fear, from the diſ- 
pofitioh they diſcovered on this diſtreſſing occaſion, they 
would” have ſurrendered to the enemy, in PIO 
with them, though inferior in number. 

In reſpe& to general Schuyler's demands, it is not in my 
power to comply with the whole of them. Not a ſingle tent 
can be furniſhed : the kettles will be, and are ordered on ; 


" and an expreſs is going to Springfield for all the muſket-car- 
F tridges, fixty barrels of powder, and a proportionable quantity 
pi of lead and eartridge- paper for his uſe. Ten pieces of artil- 


lery, with harneſs, are alſo ordered, with proper officers, 
from Peekſkill. I have written to him to procure horſes and 
drivers hirafelf, as they are to be obtained with much more 
I eaſe where he is, than here: nor can he be ſupplied with 
the heavy cannon. which be requeſts, ſuppoſing them neceſ- 
lary,—not having one to ſpare from a more important uſe, — 
ds defence of the Highlands. Colonel Putnam, 1 imagine, 
will be with him before this, as his regiment is part of 
Nixon's brigade, —who will anſwer every purpoſe he can 
$005.40 eee ACS 
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trenching tools was ſent him four or five days ago, in — 
quence of an application then made. 

I ſhould be extremely happy if our ſituation would allow 
me to afford him a large reinforcement of men: but I can- 
not with any degree of propriety, in the opinion of my gene- 
ral officers,' ſend more to his aid at this time than a number 
of recruits on the march from Maſſachuſetts ſtate, belonging 
to ſome of the regiments under his command, who amount to 
- fix hundred at leaſt, and are now, 1 expeQt, pretty well ad. 
already has, ſuppoſing rde St. Clair and his force to have 
come in, and any number of militia to have turned out, — 
he will have an army, equal if not ſuperior to general Bur- 
goyne's, from the only accounts we have obtained. Beſides 
this conſideration, it is moſt probable that general Burgoyne 
will ſuſpend his operations till general Howe makes a moye- 
ment and an effort on his part. His deſigns, I think, are'moſi 
unqueſtionably. againſt the Highlands, and chat he will at- 
tempt the execution as ſoon as poſſibhle. 

We have been prevented marehing to-day Is ther rain; 
but, as ſoon as the weather permits, ſhall proceed as expe- 
ditiouſly as we can towards the Northeriver, and croſs, or 
not, as ſhall appear neceſſary from circumſtances. _ 

+ To my laſt I took the liberty of ſuggeſting the propriety of 
ſending. an active officer to animate the militia that may aſ- 
ſemble-for checking general Burgoyne's progreſs, and men- 
tioned general Arnold for that purpoſe. Being more and 
more convinced of the important advantages that will reſult 
from his preſence-and conduct, I have thought it my duty 

to, repeat my wiſhes on the ſubject, and that he may, with 
out a moment's loſs of . ſet out from * for 
that purpole. | 

When this arrives, i is „ likely general Howe's intention 
will be well underſtood : hut whether it is or not, as there are 
ſtrong reaſons to believe his operations will be up the North- 
river and on the eaſt ſide of i it, I ſhall take the liberty to re- 
5 commend 
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commend the ſending. on the North-Carolina and other con- 
tinental troops at Philadelphia, to join this army, unleſs 
Congeels have ſome information that a ſouthern r! is 
intended, of which I am nat appriſed. | 

If Congreſs haye taken colonel Procter and his c corps 105 
the-ſervice.of the ſtates, it will be expedient for them to come 
on with all the field - artillery which colonel Flowers the 
commiſſary may have ready. This I have been induced 209 
mention, having heard Congreſs were about to adopt them, 
and as our demand for artilleriſts is great. I would alſo ob- 
ſerve that the ſituation of our affairs has become ſo delicate 
and embarraſſing by the late misfortune we have, experien- 
ced; that it is much to be wiſhed ſome expedient could be 
come into, if. there be any more efficacious than what has 
been already recommended, for filling and completing the 
ſeveral regiments. - At preſent they only count in number, 
but not in force, being moſt en deficient in their juſt 
complements. 

Your letter of the eighth. was duly received ; and, agree- 
able to your requeſt, I communicated to generals Greene and 
Knox the reſolution of Congreſs reſpecting them and gene- 
ral Sullivan, the laſt of whom ] have not ſeen ſince it came 
to hand, —[ have the honor to be, 1 G. W. 

P. S. Half after eight, P. A. —I this minute received a let- 
ter of the ninth from general Schuyler, a copy of which, and 
of the proclamation alluded to, you have, incloſed. I fear 
more and more that general St. Clair and his army are pris 
ſoners, | 


ig. ot . K 
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r. , gight mules from Pare Plains, Jul 14, 1977. 
Sin, | 

561th ARRIV ED 2 this 8 with a army, ak 
ter a very fatiguing march, owing td the roads, which have 
become,extremely, deep and miry from the late rains. I in- 
eee in the morning towards the North-river if the 
N 3 13 f weather 


2105 


5 


— 


"1B GENERAL WASHINGTON?S . 


weather permits: at preſbat it is clovdy and heavy, and ther 
is au appearance of more rain. 
By the expreſs who will deliver this, I juſt now receiy- 
ed a letter from general Schuyler, adviſing for the firſt time 
that general St. Clair is not in the hands of the enemy. As 
the expreſs has a large packet for Congreſs from general 
Schuyler, I prefume they will be informed of all the intelli- 
gence he was poſſeſſed of reſpecting our affairs in his depart- 
ment, and therefore ſhall not trouble them with a copy of 
his letter to myſelf upon the ſubject. I ſhould be happy if 
they had a more agreeable aſpo than they ſeem to have. 
| 1have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


$rx, ' Camp near the Clovs July 16, 1777. 


IWS yeſterday. evening honored with yours of the 
Muren. —1 have heard nothing from the northward ſince 
my laſt,—I this day received advice from Staten-Ifland, that, 
on ſunday, ſeventy fail of the enemy's ſhips fell down from 
the watering-place to the Hook ; but whether they have 

ſince gone out to ſea, I haye not heard. Tin I have more 
certain information of che ſtate of our affain w the north- 
ward, and of general Howe's real intentions, T'haye conclud- 
ed to halt the army at this place, from whence 1 can either 
march forward or return as circumſtances ma y tequire. 

If general Naſh ſhould riot have begun his 140 before 

this reaches you, be pleaſed to order him to proceed as far as 
f Trenton only, and there wait my further orders. In eaſe he 
thould have marched, be pleaſed to diſpatch an expreſs after 
| him, with orders to halt at Trenton. | 

| I am pleaſed to hear that you haye taken colonel Procter“ 
corps of artillery into continental ſervice, You will be 
kind enough to order them to join the army immediately: 
for I expect the light arjillery i in a few days from the ealt- 
ward; and artillery-men will be wanted to man them. 


I have no doubt but the militia from the weſtern, parts of 
15 Neu- 
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2 will turn out to general Schuyler's aſſiſtance, 


as. 4 hope thoſe of this ſtate and Jerſey will to mine, u 
they, he wanted. 


| I ſhall be very happy 1 Ed 


arrange the commiſſary's department in ſuch a manner as 
will ſatisfy the officers concerned in the buſineſs, and at the 


lame une ſerve to ſupply the army with more regularity than 


has been done for ſome time paſt. 1 can aſſure you the com- 
plaints have been many of late, and. not without foundation. 


| havethe honor to be, Sc. 8 
1 Lump at the Clive, 1 16 2777. 


1 BEG leave to congratulate Congreſs on the captivi- 
e Poriens, and ona.of his aides. The par- 
ticulars of this fortunate event you will find in the incloſed 
extract of a letter this minute received from general Spencer, 
which, I preſume, are at large in the packet Mr. Greenleaf 
will deliver. Lieutenant-colonel Barton who conducted the 
enterpriſe, and the ſmall handful under his command, have 
great merit. I ſhall immediately propoſe te general Howe 
his exchange fot that of major-general Lee, which, if acced- 
ed to, will not only do away one ground of controyerſy he- 
tween, general Hgwe and myſelf, but will releaſe lieutenant- 


colonel Campbell and the Heſſian field-afficers, and prague 


the ealargement of an equal number of ours.in bis bands. 


| In mine of this morning [ deſired that colonel Prodter's 
regiment ſhould join this army without loſs of time. Upon 


conſulting general Knax, we art of opinian they had better 
halt at Trenton with general Naſh till further orders, as, the 
operations of. general Howe are not yet petfeCtly underſtood, 
A have nothing new from the northern department. and 
only to add, that I rr 
e e | ton 
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was 23% 561 en RI 1: „ Thw * 
dest b 5 on PA Clove, Fu '8, n. 


I r now — a letter from general Schuyler, | 
of the fourteenth infant, "incloſing the proceedings of the 
council of war Which he alludes to, a copy of which, and of 
His letter, I herewichk tranſmit. He repreſents matters in a 
diſtreſſing Polt of \ view —1 believe they are bad; but 
"rg ey are not ſo alarmiinig/a as they are painted by him. 

My letter of the twelfth would adviſe Congreſs how far 
His detnand of neceſſaries had 6r would be complied with. In 
addition to the ſupplies then ordered, I directed, a day or 
two after, ſix tons of muſket- ball to be forwarded to him 
from Peekfkilt with all poſſible expedition, which, doubt! not, 
have arrived at Albany.” As to ſending him more troops 
than thoſe mentioned in my letter above referred to, it is not 
in my power ; and J am perſuaded the force he now has, 
with ſuch ſuccour as may be had from the militia, if well 
conducted, would greatly'i if not effectually ſtop general Bur: 
poyne's'progreſs. 2 
- '*Gerieral Arnéld arrived here laſt niglit, and will ſet out 
'rhis evenitg fot Albaiy. From his aQivity and diſp6ſition 
or enterpriſe,” F flatter myſelf his preſence and affiſtance 
in that quarter will be attended with Happy conſequences : [ 
atm well aſſured his urmoſt exer tons Will be employed to 
baffle the enemy 's views: and, — chat _ may ſuc- 
5 ceed 1 have the Honor to be, . n 8. V. 


ont Hane, tt D, inen 41a jo 4 
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Gryrrawen, 75 Camp « at the Cloye, Foy, 19, un. 


Wale „ 
bas -u little notice 1 had of your ooming to the army, 
and the ſhortneſs of your ſtay in camp will-more-than pro- 
bably pccafion the omiſſion af many mattert which of right 
ought to þe laid before you ; and the i interruption, which my 
thoughts conſtantly meet by a 2 of occurrences, muſt 
þ 85 apologile 
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are offeked. | Wah 0H & Atte Lane O87 
The completion & the continental regiments is a matter of 
ſoch"infinite- importance, that I think no means ſhould be 
left uneſſayed to accompliſ it: Draughting, where the powers 
of govertitnent are adequate, Would be the ſpeedieſt and moſt 
effectual? but if it ſhould be thought vriadviſable'to attempt 
this mode, next to fr I would recommend that tie bufinefs 
of recruititig ſhould be taken entirely out of tlie hands of 
the'officers'of the army, and that each ſtate ſhould appoimt 
ſome perſon of known activity (one, for inſtance, who has 
been 2 good under - ſheriff) in each county or townſhip, fiot 
only to recruit, but to apprehend deſefters ;—theſe perſons to 
be liberally" rewarded for each recruit and deferter whotn 


they ſhall deliver, at ſtated periods and places, to officers ap- 


pointed to receive, diſcipline, and march them to the army; 
—none of theſe recruiters to have the ſmalleſt power to act 
out of their own diſtricts, but to be abſolutely fixed'to them, 

A mode of this Kind would, in my humble opinion, be' less 
burdenſome to the public than the preſent, prevent the idle 
habits wich recruiting officers contract, not only injurious 
to themſelves, but to others. the moſt etfectual means which 
can be deviſed for the recovery of deferters, the ſureſt way 
of keeping your regiments o equal ſtrength, and of making the 
duty more equal ity the detail of it: in a word, many valu- 


able advantages would reſult from it, whilſt I can ſuggeſt but | 


ons reaſon againſt it, Land that (fully fatisfied'T am), when 


"weighed in the ſcale of intereſt} will not operate, I mean, the 


keeping ſo many officers in camp, who might be ſpared from 
the duties of the field till the regiments are ſtronger than at 


preſent. The ſixteen additional regiments labor under fuch 
diſadvantages in ſome ſtates, as to render the interpoſition of 


Congreſs; im ſome ſhape or other, indiſpenfably neceſſary. - 
With reſpect to food; confidering we are in ſuch an ex- 
tenſive and abundant country, no army was ever worſe ſup- 


plied that ours with many eſſential articles of it. Our ſol- 
* 1 greateſt part of laſt ENS the whole of 


this, 


— — — —— — — 
— — — 
— — — bag 


þ4 | 

.: * 
| 
| 
( 
| 
Þ 
| 


i22a GENERAL WASHINGTON'$ 


tle ſalt ;—anl vinegar, which would have been a tolerable 
ſubſtitute for vegetables, they have been. in a great meafure 
ſtrangers to. Neither have they been provided with proper 
drink : beer or, cider. ſeldom comes within the verge of the 
camp, and rum in much too ſmall quantities. Thus, to de- 
vouring large quantities of animal food untempered by veget- 
ables. or. vinegar, or by any kind of drink but water, —and 
eating indifferent bread {but for this laſt a remedy is provid- 
ed). are to be aſcribed the many putrid diſeaſes. incident to 
the army, and the lamentable mortality that attended us la 
campaign. If theſe evils can be remedied, the expenſe and 
trouble ought not to be obftacles : though ſome kinds of ve- 
getables are not to be had, others are, which, together with 
ſour krout and vinegar, might caſily be had, if proper 
perſons. . acquainted with tha buſineſs were employed 
therein. 
| Soaps another anicle i in great FRE? - The cantinental 
allowance is too ſmall: and, dear as-every neceſſary, of life is 
now got, a ſoldier's pay will not enable him to purchaſe ; by 
which means his conſequent dirtineſs . ppt. add. d 
diſcaſes of the army... 
have no-reaſon.to diam . 
e and the refore, as his ſupplies are in- 
competent to the wants of the my, I am to ſuppaſe his re- 
ſources are unequal. Ought nat each ſtate then, ta be call- 
ed upon to draw ſuch ſupplies ſrom the country manufac- 
tories, as can be afforded ? particularly. of fhoes, ſtockings, 
chirts, and blanketz. articles indiſpenſably neceſſary, and of 
"which ſcarce too many can be provided: — in the mean while, 
every proviſton to be making, for clothing the trogps uri - 
formly and warm in tho winter. It is a maxim which needs 
no illuſtration. that nathing can be of more importance in 
an army, chan the clothing and feeding it well. On, theſe 
the health, comfort, and ſpirits of the ſoldiers eſſentially do- 
pend,; and it is @ melancholy fact, thar the American army 
are miſerably defeAive in. boch iheſe * The Sos 
7 m 
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moſt of them are in for want of clothing is painfol ts huma. 
nity, diſpiriting to themſelves, and diſcouraging to every officer. 
It makes every pretenſion to the preſervation of cleanlineſs 
impoſſible, eupoſes them to a variety of diſorders, and abates 
or deſtroys that military pride, without wan ——P 
be expeQed-from any army. Frogs 
The conſequence of giving rank inviferiminately: is Pans 
io be dreaded : great diſſatisfaction has already ariſen on ac- 


count of heſto wing this on officers in the civil departments of 


the army; on the inferior ſtaff, waggon-maſter, &c, who, by 
cuſtom, propriety, and every other motive, are excluded from 
it in all well- regulated armies. The too great liberality 
practiſed in this Feſpet will deſtroy the pride of rank 
where it ought, to exiſt, and will not only render it cheap, 
but contemptibla It is the policy of all armies to make it 
valued and reſpected, as a ſtimulus to emulation, and an in- 
citement to bold and gallant undertakings : it muſt be very 
unadviſable therefore, in our infant ſtate of war, to adopt 
novel cuſtoms to bring it into diſcredit, - which ,muſt and 
will be the conſequence of making it too common, beſides 
the diſguſt it creates in others. 4 

An auditor of accounts, to be contend with the army, is 
abſolutely requiſite. It is impoſſible for me, crowded as I am 
with other buſineſs, to examine and adjuſt the numerous 
complex accounts of the army with that correctneſs the pub- 
lic have a right to expect, before warrants paſs for payment; 
and, withaut-doing it, great impoſitions may follow. The 
proviſion for making regimental paymaſters regulate all re- 
gimental accounts is altogether incompetent to the end pro- 
poſed from it: for theſe men being appointed generally agroe- 
able to the recommendation of the field-officers of the regi- 
ments they belong to, —aſſociating conſtantly with the officers 
of their corps and in a great meaſure under their eontrol, 
cannot be conſidered as ſufficiently uninfluenced: nor are au- 
ditors at a diſtance from the army of much uſe, as it would 
require a delay not admiſſible, to ſend accounts to them to au- 
W 0 dit 
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dit before they were paſſed and ipaid 8 an 
rants from the commander. in- chief of the army. 
229i god geographer, to ſurvey the voads and ws Rene 
of the country where the army is to act, would be extremely 
uſeful and might be attended with exceeding valuable conſe- 
quences. He might with propriety have the chief direction 
of che guides, and muſt ha ve à head to procure; govern, and 
pay them. If ſuch a perſon ſhould be approved of, I would 
deg leave to recommend Mr. Robert Erſkine, who is tho- 
roughly ſkilled in this buſineſs, has already affiſted us in mak- 
ing maps of the country, and has (as Tam informed) uniformly 
ſipported the charactet᷑ of a faſt friend to America: 61 
A ſmall travelling preſs, to follow y head-· quarters, would 
de productive of many eminent advantages. It would ena- 
dle us to give ſpeedy and exact information of any military 
tranſactions that take place, with proper comments upon 
them, and thereby fruſtrate the pernicious tendency of falſe. 
hood and miſrepreſentation, which, in my opinion, —of what- 
ever complexion they may be,—are, in the main, detrimen- 
tal to our cauſe. If the people had a channel of intelligence, 
that, from its uſual authenticity, they could look up to with 
confidence, they might often be preſerved from that deſpon- 
dency Which they are apt to fall into from the exaggerated 
pictures our enemies and their emiſſuries among us com- 
monly draw of any misfortunes we meet with. and from 
that difndence of truths favorable to ps, wich they mult 
naturally ſeel from the frequent deception they are expoſed 
to by the extravagant colorings our friends oſten give to our 
ſucceſſes. It would alſo be very uſeful to diſpatch buſineſs 
in camp, being the moſt expeditious means of taking copies 
of orders or other matters that require to be diſperſed, and 
would fave = good deal in returns ana other papers we are 
oſten obliged to get printed in Philadelphia. An ingenious 
man, to accompany this preſs and be employed wholly in 
"ng for it, might render it ſingularly beneficial. | 
lam exceedingly embarraſſed how to diſpoſe of the French 
officers 
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officers in general, but more eſpecially the artillery officers 
who are come out under the ſanction of a compact. I can 


think of no other way than that of forming a ſeparate corps 


of them, and draughting men from che whole line to com- 
poſe that corps : but even this will be attended with many 


diſagreeable effects among others this is not the leaſh, chat 


officers: will think themſelves much injured to have * 
they have had the trouble of raiſing, taken from them and 
given to others. There is ſomething in this which is dif- 
couraging, and breaks the ſpirit of a good officer who prides 
himſelf in Having a full and complete corps. CORO” 
A doubt bas ariſen, whether a perſon; who belongs to any 
ol he United States of America, and who owed allegiance to 
any of the ſaid ſlates, - that went to the enemy ſome time paſt, 
and ſince that time has been lurking about any of the fortifi- 
cations, or about any of the encampments of the armies of the 
United States, —plundering and driving off cattle to the ene- 
my, recruiting for them, or committing any other atrocious 
crime,—or who is appointed an officer in the enemy's army, 
can be tried by a general court-martial; under the reſolution 
of Congreſs of the twenty - firſt of Auguſt, 1776, and puniſh- 
&d.as a ſpy.I have the honor to be, &c. S8. W. 


4 ö a : =. 
| du. Camp, eleven miles in the Clove, July 22, 1777. 
WE have been under great embarraſſments reſpect- 
ing the intended operations of general Howe, and ſtill are, 
notwithſtanding the utmoſt pains to obtain intelligence of 
the ſame. At preſent it would appear. that he is going out 
to ſea, By authentic information, there are only forty ſhips 
at. New-York ; the reſt are gone elſewhere, and have fallen 
down between the Narrows and the Hook : between theſe 
two places, the number, from the moſt accurate obfervation, 
was about one hundred and twenty yeſterday. As I obſerved 
before, their deſtination is uncertain and- unknown: but 1 
lau Aci it my * to inſorm Seer -of theſe facts, 
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that they may give orders to the militia to hold themſelves in 
readineſs to march on the ſhorteſt notive, in caſe Philadel. 
phia ſhould be their object. At the ſame time I am to re- 


queſt that they will have a ſufficient number of proper look. 


outs fixed at the capes of Delaware (to whoſe accounts im- 
plicir confidence may be given), to make the earlieſt reports 
of che arrival of any fleet, «which Congreſs will tranſmit 
me by the ſpeedieſt conveyance. 

As the enemy will probably make many feints, and have 
it unhappily but too much in their power from their thipping, 
I weuld adviſe that the look- outs ſhould be cautioned to be 
extremely accurate in their obſervations and reports, men- 
tioning, with as much preciſion as poſſible, the number of 
ſhips that may appear. Our ſituation is already critical, and 
„ GELELY inaccurate and ill-grounded 
intelligence. 22 

From the advices received on ſaturday, of the movements 
of part of the enemy's ſhips, and the ſtrong reaſons there 
were to ſuppoſe general Howe would puſh up the North- 
river to co-operate with general Burgoyne, I detached lord 
Stirling with his diviſion to Peek{kill on funday morning :— 
they croſſed the river that evening and the next morning. 
This. movement will prove unneceſſary, ſhould his deſtina- 
tion be to the ſouthward. —I have alſo ordered general 
Nixon's brigade from Peekſkill to reinforce general Schuy- 
ter, from his repreſentations of the inadequacy of his force 
to oppoſe general Burgoyne, and of the ſeeining backward- 
neſs of the people in that quarter to afford him aid. 

I have the honor to be, &c. S. W. 
P. S. I think the works at Billingſport well worthy of at- 
tention ; and it Rn. alas their completion as ſoon 


as poſhble. 


Stn, Head-Quarters, Ramapaugh, July 25, 177): 
I HAVE the honor to incloſe you a couple of letters 


which monſieur Davout, the bearer of this, delivered me in his 
behalf, 


OFFICIAL LETTERS. 1 


behalf. e wil eee by iow! that he is defirous of 
entering into our fervice, and what his pretenſions have been 
in his own country. I have referred him to Congrels to de- 
termine on what footing he is to ſtand with us.—He requeſls 
me to mention that he would be glad of a deciſion, and to be 
informed at once whar can be done, whether he can beein- 


ployed or not, and in what capacity. 8 
Ihe the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
Sin, Half after cight, 2. M Fu 25, un. 


I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit you the incloſed 
letter from governor Franklin, which came this minute by 
expreſs —As Mr, Franklin was confined by order of Congreſs, 
I could not think myſelf at liberty to anſwer him on the ſub- 
ject of his requeſt, and therefore have referred it to their con- 
fideration. At the ſame time I would obſerve his ſituation is 
diſtreſſing, and muſt intereſt all our feelings, as I have no 
doubt of the great indiſpoſition of his lady.—I ſhould ſuppoſe, 
after his ſolemn aſſurances, and being laid under ſuch fur- 
ther reſtrictions as Congreſs may judge neceſſary to impoſe 
upon him, that he might be indulged to ſee her. Humanity 
and generoſity plead powerfully in favor of his application, 
and I am certain it will be duly conſidered. If it is granted, 
he ſhould have the earlieſt notice, or the end and the views of 
Congreſs may be diſappointed in the death of Mrs. Franklin 
before his arrival.—T have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Camp at Ramapaugh, three miles from the Clove, July 25. 1777. 
Sia, 

I DO myſcifthe honor to tranſmit you a copy of my 

letter to general Howe, of the ſixteenth inſtant, propoſing 

pg: coop 2 Lee and Preſcot. 1 * 
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it early the next morning, and preſume. it got to. hand on the 
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eighteenth, As yet, [ have not received his anſwer... 
The amazing advantage the enemy derive from their ſhips 

and the command of the water keeps us in a ſtate of conſtant 
perplexity and che moſt, anxious conjecture. We are not 

yet informed of their deſlination,,nor,can any plauſible.con- 


| clufions be drawn reſpecting i it, at leaſt, not ſuch as appear 
5 ſatisfactory. What renders the matter ſtill more difficult 


and-confuſed, is their extreme inactivity and delay: for it 
is certain they began tc ernhark immediately after the eva- 
cuation of Ambey, and now remain between the Narrows 
and the Hook, or were there when I was. laſt adviſed upon 
tlie ſubject. I have two active officers, with an eſcort, now 
out, for the 27 of intelligence, wh for reconnoitring 


„ T2 


Things being thus 1 and 1 various opinions, 
as to their real object, prevailing among us, ſome ſuppoſing 
it to be Philadelphia, others the North- river, and others an 
expedition more eaſterly,.—I would ſubmit it to Cougreſs 
whether the militia of the neighboring counties ſhould not 
be immediately called to the firſt, or at Cheſter, the lower 
counties, at Wilmington. This meaſure appears to me highly 
expedient, and no, objection can lie againſt it, of ſufficient 
validity to prevent it, as a few days muſt certainly, determine 
their real deſigns. Should they be againſt - Philadelphia, and 
they have Hon winds, their voyage will be made in a 
hort time, when it may be too late to obtain their aid, and 
to arrange them properly for defence, ſuppoßng them to 
come in. I am the more induced to recommend this meaſure, 
as the ſeveral objects we have to attend to neceſſarily oblige 
this army to continue at a conſiderable diſtance from that 
place till their intentions are better underſtood; and as they 
might by a ſudden and rapid puſh attempt to effect ſome ma- 
terial, capital ſtroke, before we could get there, unleſs there 


7 a reſſ 3 lorce to oppoſe them: for, though no great 


dependence 


rA UE T TEU my 


leßehdener can be put im a militia acting klene, nor 4 vo- 
085" oppoſition /expe&ed- from them (from the natüfe of _ 
things) to a diſciplined, well-dppointed afay yer theit ops. 
rationdwiay- be greathy retarded by then; and may be check- 
e till eier ſuccours arrive. The roport of a force, eſperiill 
iy eit an any wife teſpectable, let ĩt be of what ſort it may? 
will Have foe influence on their conduct, and e 
kuterpriſes trat would other wiſe be undertak en 
From the intelligence we received on ſaturday PROS | 
a tnbe?'6f the etieniy's ſhips were ftiriditig'up che North 
mer Land in the courſe of chat and che preceding day, that 
forty ſail were in the Sound, going into Fairfield harbhor; E 
had not che feaſt doubt in my mind but general Howe had-in 
view! a ſtroke againſt the Highlands and the fortifleationd 
there, and to co-operate with general: Burgoyne. - Iiveonſet 
quence of theſe advices I judged it expedient to move the ar- 
my the gext morning, from our then encampment, towards 
thoſe poſts, Lord Strling's diyiſion was, ordered to take the 
foute to King“ s- ferry, and to > pals, the river to Peekſkill; and 
t; proceeded myſelf \ with the remainder, which compoſed the 
main body, by the route leading through d the Clove 5 
New-Windfor. We marched over a very dimcult a 
fugged. toad till night, when we kad, —th firſt dixjfion 
having advanced ; about eighteen qailes.. In this ſituation We 
lay till yeſterday” morning, when, from the information re- 
ceived before reſpecting the enemy ” fleet being at and near 
the Hopk, ad no further accounts of the ſhips i in the Sound, 
a ; change 1 in our meaſures took place, Stephen and Lit 
coln's diviſions were ordered to proceed to Cheſter, (there to 
walt further directions, as a place from whence they may 
moye with much more cafe either to Philadelphia or Hud- 
ſon's river, being ſeven miles nearer the former, and equally 
convenient to the latter); and general Greene's diviſion to. 
dus ground. By i dividin ing, and this arrangement, I am in 
hopes our moveinents will be more expeditious, whereſoever | 
they may be . — 1 have the honor | to > dec. G. W. 
Vor. H. * N SS os WAIST AH 1't 2, 
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430 GENERAL WASHINGTO:N'S 
PF. S. In my dener of the tenty-chird I memtioned I bay 


** Nizov's brigade as a Wann 


Schuyler:—I meant Glover nn. 
Fa oclock, P. re eee este 
| twenty-ſecond-from, general Schuyler, a copy of which, and 
of its incloſure, I herewith tranſmit. His letter of the twenty. 
firſt which, he mentions. has not come to hand.—Thing 
ſeem ſtill in an unpromiſing way in that quarter.—General 
Schuyler complains much for want of attilleriſta:—it is not 
with me to ſatisfy his demands: he has at this time a muck 
greater' proportion of artilleriſts than this n 
gard to the quantity of artillery. 
Aſter ſealing my letter, 8 e d Gan cefend 
Moylacy eee eee ee 


men 


" Sik, Ctr: e TRA Es Jul he „, 1999, 


1 DO myſelf * honor to tranſmit you the incloſed 
memorandum of warlike ſtores wanted for an expedition to 
the river St. John's, which I received in a letter from general 
Heath, of the ſixteenth inſtant, The memorandum was ſent 
that I might order the ſtores to be ſupplied —Nc ot knowing 
that Congrehs have fuch, an expedition in view at this time, 
T do not conceive myſelf authoriſed to comply with the tequi- 
ſition, and therefore refer the matter to their conſideration, to 
direct therein as they ſhall judge proper: but I would beg 
leave to bſerve that 1 think the force, intended to be em- 
ployed upon the occalion, would render infinitely more im- 
portant ſervices by reinforcing the northern army, and af- 
ſiſting in the repulſe of general Burgoyne. The progreſs of 
his arms, and the deficiency 1 in the quotas of men exacted 
from the ſtates to compoſe our army, ſeem to forbid exped- 
tions for conqueſt, and to demand our utmoſt exertions to 
maintain what we already | have. — Congreſs will be pleaſed to 
write to the Maſſachuſetts council on the ſubject, and a line 

* Blank in the W N :—probably July 27 or 28. 
I to 


E 
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** know pun e 
re{petingibe application. , n 
F ben tas. | dW. | 


CD. Roads, fextern miles ——— Ocheb P.M. 
" Your Tetter of the 26th, with its inclofures, I met on the 
toad The fubject of rank, which Congreſs have been 
ky to fubmit to my conſideration, ſhall have my atten- 
n un. as Circumftancee' will admit, and the reſult be 
made known. 

SGegerul Oreene's divifion, conſiſting of Muhlenberg and 
weedon's brigades, is now here : it will proceed fix or ſeven 
miles farther this evening.—Generals Sullivan and Stirling's 
diriſions have repaſſed Hudfon's river :—the former will pro- 
ceel by this route, che latter by way of Paramus and Bound- 
brock or Brunſwic.— General Stephen, with his own and 
Lincoln's” diviſion (general Lincoln being ordered to Join 
geterul Schuyler) is'marching on a back road from Chef- 
ter, through Suſſex, to Howet's ferry on Delaware. —Moy- 
lan * and Bland's regiments of horſe, which were paſturing 
about "Banadbrogk and on the communication towards 
Woodbridge, were ordered to march too on the firſt in- 
telligenee L received of the fleet's failing. — Morgan's corps 
of light troops is alſo on the march through Brunſwic, 
wich directions to halt at Trenton till further orders, or 
ull he gets certain information of the appearance of the 
fleet in Delaware,—l intend in like manner that lord Stir- 
ling's diviſion ſhall halt and remain there or at Briſtol, 
all we have further information of the enemy. From either 


of theſe-places they will de como er en 
n any emergency. 


.4v* 
— — — 


„eee Nin Fly bun. 
- T DO myſelf the honor to inform you that I arrived 
hee twenty · eighch at night with general Greene's di- 
viſion, one 1 of which paſſed the river bat evening, 
N Ka that 


i! 
} 
{ 


. 


** GENERAL WBB: 
that the whole might eneamp the more conſmodiouſſy7*Ge: 
neral Stephen, with his own and Lieoln's diviHon, allo ur- 
riyed a little time after at Howel's ferry, four miles ubeve this. 
+1 have thought proper to halt the whole army. at cheſe two 
places and at Trenton till our knowledge of the enemy deſ- 
finalion becomes more certain. If the Delaware, istheir ob- 
lect, we are, now within; two days' eaſy, march, of Philadel. 
phia, and can be there i in time, I truſt, to make ęxery neceſ· 
faty diſpoſition for oppoſing them, — On the other hand, if 
general Howe, by this expedition, to ſea, only means, a deep 
eint, and mould turn his attention again to the. North - river, 

we can from hence reinforce general Putnam's army more 
expeditiouſly than, if we were farther advanced. * 

The importance of my receiving the earlieſt knee 
f the fleet 8 arrival i is apparent; and Congreſs, Lam certain, 
will direct proper meaſures for obtaining it, and alſo for 
tranſmirting i it to me in the moſt ſpeedy, manver. If authentic 
advice thould be had of the fleet's caming into Dela ware, 
the ſame. time that it is communicated 20 me it will be 
proper that an expreſs ſhould be ſent to, lord Stirling or com- 
manding officer at Trenton, to advance with all the troops 
from thence, Should this not be done, the, marching of the 


wor. there will be conſiderably . 5 
I have the hongr to e &. „ . ' 10175 G. W 
"ti . 5 - Coryel's, Jul. 3t, 5 M. 


IA this moment honored with yours of five o'clock 
His 2 and have accordingly ſet the army in motion. 

One diviſion had croſſed. the Delaware the day-before yeſter- 
day ; and I am in hopes the whole of the troops now here 
will be able to reach Philadelphia to-morrow evening.— 
Lord Stirling's'divifiar lies juſt in my rear, and will move on 


with us. propoſe ſetting off for your ee I can 


ger the chief part of the army over. 6 
Lam, with the greateſt reſpect; ce. GW, 


-4 
me * & A 4 
— 
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* ee pL TIN us 


* Ua. Nil dar 2d 10 70% . ni L 
" SIS uammcgs 5d ; Philaaelp hia,, dug E 12 


ov favor of this date, wirs ineleſureo, in hw 
= 13 ſame time that I expreſs my thanks for 


the high mark of confidence which Congreſs have been pleaſ- 


d ipoſe in me by their: Reſolve autiidriſing me to ſeman 
ofhiger, to command the northern army Hſhenſd wiſh to be 
exculgd from making the appointment. For. his, many. gea: 
bas might e mentioned which, J am gerfuaded, iI pour 
to Congreſs upon reflexian, The, noghern departmept, in 
r, has been ;canbdered, ag ſeparate, and more 
peeuliarly ynder the} oP Siren, + and:the, officers command- 


there, always of their nomjnation,,. I have, never injery 
ſered further than merely to adviſe, and to give ſuch aids as 


were in my power, on die requiſitions of thoſe officers.—- 
e en AED APIS is delicate ang gri- 
h r 


3 ave 2 2h, intereſt ung a ud important eonleqpenctsr 


ary, that A Sh of m militia -thoulg 
25 ep. . 


«i 
latheco 


: 


them to the different ſtares;"t-wiſh to ſubmit to Congreſs 
hg, can, beſt. determine the quaras. that ſhould comg fgom 


each, "1 would 0 that 1 New- 
York are A 7 be blend all * aff 
at 
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'"Thave the honor | to Ye ny Wor 8 = Y 


-ISrav5wingd von ud x9 mrs Je "Y £12779 07 $7040 mg. TY 
4 Mie T7: o 913 215 ——— 74 — 1 2 80 151 OG +; Dz 
#DIISH, 2 0 
„big, i ei Germanto nfown, Maus, I jy 
"8 Yo VE 


= 221 11 I BEG'to to be informed. whether Congreſs have Vrit- | 

ten x wean to write, therſelves, | to generals Schuyler, and Si. 
Clair to Wit to r or whether they ex pete | 
wb jr. ey ſoy jor thi a reolyes for OE 15 oi 


aw 
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(tranſmitted in your favor of the ſecond inſtant) do not 
mention how the füme ſhould be communicated. Wy 


* ee e te dee. * do . W. 
Tot & (+l were Nees 1 nn 5015}, 953314 4.94 FA 

, , 82 W 
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rteuirlar Gn 1 received a fetter from 
e Nie be W. krſt inſtatt, a copy of "which, 
and of its incloſurts,” 1 do myfelf the honor of wilt. 
ting you. By theſe" you will perceive that dur atfaim at 
the borthwrard have expericticed no change for the better; 
Don che contrary, that" they are” in v more Unptcrmiling 
meme S. W. 


nd = 50 en — an n 
th 1 eee er 0 
welk you will be pleaſed to receive copies of 
letters and other papers, w which juſt n now came to hand 
92 different expreſſes —General Heath's Jetter of the ſecond 
inftant fees to make the intelligence relpecking dhe feet, 
which he had obtained before, vague, 1 nor entirely ill 
founded —f TER to be, e. 2 W. 


A . then. 9 08 
F : " J dy 't Tr 
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a Lin, > bluogk "Hig ws Gti, hpht's 94 
2 ave been duly honored with your letter of hel- 
terday, and with its incloſures. I ſhall pay attention to the 
reſolves tranſmitted ; and, as ſoon as circumſtayces admit 
ſhall: yropoſe to general Howe an exchange between lieu- 
tenant- colonel Campbell and the Heſſian field-officers, and a 
like number of ours, of equal rank, in his hands. 
| L would beg leave to lay before Congreſs a copy of a fe- 
port made by a board of general officers, held on the ſeventh 
iuſtant, to conſult of ſeveral mattets reſpeRing the army. In 
| to courſe of their deliberation they took into conſideration 


> 


» _ — hd L211 * 
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been long complained of by the officers, and the mort fo as 
the indulgence they pray could not nor can be ever attended 
with the leaſt poſſible injury to the public, and is what I 
believe is allowed in moſt armies.—Congrels, I am perſund 
ed; witligive it their attemion. and, if no good dbjeions af 
4 public nature appear againſt the meaſure, — 
the officers wiſh and the board have recommended. | 
eee eee eee 
inſtant, for recalling generals Schuyler and St. Clair, that 
tiey urs directed to repair to head - quarters. I alſo find 
that a committee had been reſolved on, to digeſt a mode for 
Mount-Independence, and into the conduct of the general 
officers:in the northern department at the time of the evacu- 
ation.—As theſe gentlemen have received the letter upon this 
ſubje& by this time, and will probably be down in the courſs 
of a ſew days, I ſhall be glad to be informed what I ain to 
do wick them when they arrive, I may be then at à great 
diſtance from this,. and, in ſuch caſe, ſhould be at a loſs 
what to ſay, or how to conduct myſelf reſpecting them, 
withour e ſome directions, DIET qe * 
Lhare th bee lere. S8. W. 


— —-— 


eee eee... 
Sin, 


THE difppearins of the engmy's ft for oak 
days rendering it rather jmprobable that they will again re- 
turn, T have thought it adviſable to remove the army back to 
Coryel's, where it will be near enough to ſuccour Philadel- 


phia, ſhoulg the enemy, contrary to appearances, ſtill make 
that the object of their next operation; and will be ſo much 
the more conveniently ſituated to proceed to the northward, 


® Probably Auguſt 9. 


K 4 . ſhould 
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thould the everit of the preſent ambiguous and perplexing 
| Hituation of things call chem that, way. I was the more in- 
Llined to luis ſtap as the.nearneſs of the army io the city 
belides other difadyantages,—afforded: a temptation both 0 
uſñcers and men, to indulge themſelves: in licences jnconſiſt. 
ent with diſcipline dender: anq-ceatequently of an inju- 
rious tendedigyugorou od brood od bay wit tende +; 
i ũt before my departure I eſteem it my duty to-communi- 
xate to. Congteſa the reſult of my examination into the nature 
lafthe river - defence proper to be adopted. according to the 
mc ans in ouf poſſeſſion, to prevent the ſucceſs of any attempt 
upon Bhiladelphia by water. I therefure beg leaye to lay be- 
fore Qongreis what: appears to me moſt eligible, confidering 
all circumſtances, and comparing my town obſervations with 
the different Es the gentlemen whom I cqnſulted on 
tho occaſion. 2 A $1:@34 4:00 Sers et @44 14d 15 hut 
At is e mee maxim, that we ought ta en- 
dea yor to red ce our defence as muchas poſſible to a cet- 
tainty by collecting our ſtrongth and making all our prepa- 
nations at one pot, racher than to riſk.its being weak nog: in- 
etual every where, by dividing our attention and: force to 
different objects: in doing this we may diſable durſelves 
Do acting with ſufficient vigor any where, and n wil- 
fortune in one place may pave the way for a ſimilar one in 


- 


another, In our circumſtances we have neither men, can- 


h dodo obs) any thing elſe to) ſpare, und perhaps caundt with 


propriety hazard them on objects, which, being attended with 


the Freateſt ſucceſs We can Promiſe « ourſelves, can bo produc- 


"ive of gf only partial ang indecilixe  adyantages, and Which may 
of! fail of che end propoſed, Tmpy haye fomg. ſexious il 
er Wand, muſt at all * have. IF Fe” 


rr 
2 (if 1 les 


ta 4 (015 4 
8 3 — then wo o be con! idered where our r defe ence can i'% mo of 


S4&; 


effetuck! * * made. * r at Billingſp port, or at F ort-Iſland. TY 


22 


"Ira appears to tne t at the laſt deſerves greatly the preference: 
Billingſport has bat one row of chovunefiler Fort-Ifland 
has 


_ ngs GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 
inability to ſupport itſelf againſt a ſo much ſuperior force of 
numbers, which might occaſion .« conduct deſtructive to it- 
ſalf,-there will remain no ſufficuent reaſons to juſtify the 
making this the principal point of defence. -.. Gres, FOOT 
AA Fort-Iſland, the boom and chevaux-de-friſe are an am · 
ſhips, which it would be imprudent in them to attempt.—On 
che Jerſey ſide, the ſituation of the ground is ſuch, that the 
gallies, floating batteries, and forts, employed in the defence 
of che ohſtructions, would have little to fear from any batteries 
erocted there. Red-bank ſeems by its elevation to be the on- 
ly advantageous {pot for annoying chem: but as it is com- 
puted to be above minetcen hundred (yards from Fort-Iſland, 
the diſtance is rather too great to allow any battery raiſed 
chere to act with ſuch effect as to be able to ſilence our fire. 
On chis ſide, che grouud, by dikes and luices, may be laid 
under water to ſo conſiderable an extent as to leave; no dan- 
ger of our river force being annoyed from thente; for 
which purpoſe ſuitable preparations ought at once to be made, 
zagwiuſt it be neceſſary to carry them into effect. 1 

| But though a battery upon Red-hank would not, in my 

_ -approhenſion, be able to prevent the efheacy of our defence, 
ar give any material diſturbance to Fort- Iſland in particular, 
pyet it might ſerve to make the ſituation of ſome of our gal- 
lies rather uneaſy ;; and this perhaps makes it worth while to 
pre-oecupy it in order to keep it out of the enemy's. hands, 
erecting a {mall but ſtrong work there, capable of contain- 
ing about two hundred men, with fax or eight pieces of light 
cannon and à proportionable quantity of Rores. As the ap- 
proaches to it are difficult on account of the adjacent creeks, 
And a communication can be kept open between it and our 
army. — by which means the garriſon might receive ſuccours 
from time to time, though we could not expect 10 make 
it impregrable, yet we ſhould have a proſpeR of holding it 
much longer than we could the work at Billingſport. In tho 
pabtion, which, from my preſent view of it, I ſhould think 
* | it 


a 
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Kbit for dur army to take, the left wing of it would be 
nearly vppofite to Red-bank, ate? therefviv ia u baden w 
refieve und ſupport it ; —whereas Billingſport being more re- 
mote from the probable pofition of the army, and detached 
om any other work, could not cafily derive any affiſtance 
from without, and muſt rely wholly upon itz own'ftrehgth. © 
"Either at Billingfport or at Fort-Tfland, I believe there is 
not much to be apprehended from the fire of the enemy's ſhips 
umidell by land batteries: for, as by the information of 
toe who ought to be acquainted with the fact, not more 
hari three ſhips ran act a-breafk at a time at either place,— 
aud us the gallies, not requiring the ſame depth of water, 
cin extend theniſelves at pleaſure, and beſides carry a ſupe- 
nor welglit bf metal to that which frigates commonly have,— 
a tuch fuperior fire could be oppoſed to them than any they 
could bring, and (from the difference of ſize and make be- 
tween the frigates and gallies) to much better effect than 
theirs, © The comparative extent of the · ver at Billingſport 
zuckut Fort- Iſland has been affigned as a motive of prefers 
ence to the former, — the rivet being narrower there than at 
the latter, and Tippoſed to admit of fewer ſhips operating at 
a time : but as it is aſſerted by the gentlemen in the river de- 
partment, that the'fand-banks and fliallowneſs of the river in 
moſt places near Fort-Iſland compenſate for the width of it, 
und make it impoflible for mere than three ſhips to act toge - 
ther at a tine, chis reaſon for preferring the poſition at Bil. 
lingſport ſeems to have no foundation. And if we conſider 
that our whole force of gallies and floating batteries wouls 
de collected at Fort-Hand, aſſiſted by the fort itſelf, and 
that it would not be ſafe to truſt them all out for the defence 
of Billingſport far fear of the diſaſter already ſuggeſted, it 
ſeems evident enough that this is the place where our defence 
may be moſt ſucceſsfully made. 
One of the moſt weighty confiderations with me is that 
our army, as before intimated, could more conveniently* 
bo operate with the defence 9 dun at Billings- 


"Rh port. 
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port. The ground on this fide is better ſituated, here tian x 
the other place: and the army being ſo much nearer the city, 
it is ſo much the leſs likely chat the enemy ſhould be able, by 
z circuitous route, to fall into the rear of it, and. ſeparate. it 
trom the city. which is a circumſtance. that oug carl 
to be attended to. radu h lum bay ust mom 
Some gentlemen; are of opinion that, our eien depen- 
genee ought to be upon, Fort-Iſland and its.appengages ; but, 


at the ſame time, that we ſhould make a part of our geſence 


at Billingſport,—propoling, for that purpoſe, that the. orks 


there ſhould.be continued on the new contracted ſcale, to be 
| garriſoned by four or five hundred men. The reaſons for 


this are, that it would ſerve to delay the enemy, and give our 
army time to come up, ſhould it be at any diſtance, and that 


it would prevent thoſe diſagreeable impreſſions. which neyer 


Kail to accompany the abandoning works that have been 
once xaiſed, and plans that have been once in execution, 
eſpecially when t. the perſons concerned i in the defence of them 
repoſe a degree of confidence i in brecht ol to bg 
dhe gaſe in the preſent inſtance. 
„But theſe reaſons may perhaps not be ſo. ee ith 
imagined: for i it is a queſtion, whether, if. our army, was {0 
remote as to. make ſuch a delay neceſſaty. the enemy would 
embarraſs themſelves with removing the water obſtructions in 
the firſt place, but would not rather debark and n ake a rapid 
march by land, poſſeſſing themſelves of the city, apd of thoſe 
Poſitions which would make the ſurrender of t the gallies, Ke, 
in ſome ſort a natural conſequence, And. it; is worthy. of 
85 conſideration whether the abandoning the works begun at chis 
time, which will probably allow ſome leiſure for any diſar 
recable impreſſions i it might make to be effaced, will not be 
£7 injurious chan the abandoning them, hereafter when they 
have coft more expenſe, time, and labor, and in the, cx 
cal moment of an attack, when every, misfortune, bY 
106 of the moſt inconſiderable poſt, is too apps to bays, FY much 
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worſe inſtuence on the mind, chan the real importance of it 
will juſtify. on 
Add to this the poſſibility that the damit Giſmayed” at 
e approach of numbers ſo ſuperior to their own, 'taight 
got'infiverthe- end expected from them, and might even be 
loft by their timidity . the certainty of loſing the cannon'af- 
ter che time limited for the defence, and thereby weakening 
that of the upper poſition ; the chance of loſing the gallics 
oating batteries requiſite for covering the chevaux- de- 
ſriſe by a hazardous and fucceſsful attempt to break throught 
ther, and the garriſon with them, which would fall of 
courſe upon ſuch an event.—It is however ſubmitted to Con- 
greſs to balance the advantages and difadvantages, and deter- 
mine accordingly. I would only beg teave to give it cleatly' as | 
my opinion. that our prineipat dependence ought to be upon 
Fort-Ifland and the obſtruCtions there, and that Billingſport 
aught not by any means to be defended more than as a ſe- 
condary object: and, to that end, I would recommend that 
theworks/on Fort-Iland,—which, on their preſent conſtruc- 
tion, ate by no means calculated for the defence of the che- 
vanx-de-friſe;—be immediately altered and adapted to that 
purpoſe, taking care at the ſame time to make them defen- 
ſible with a ſmall number of men againſt any fudden attempt. 
to land in boats and carry them by affault, - 

Zut, whatever ſcheme is purſued, I could wiſh the greateſt 
diligence and diſpatch may be uſed in bringing it to matu- 
rity: for, though the danger which lately threatened ſeems 
to have ſubſided, there is no knowing how ſoon it may re- 
turn: and certainly it will be prudent to do every thing i in 
our power to be prepared for it, as we can loſe nothing by 
being ſo, and. may loſe a great deal by neglecting to improve 
che interval of leiſure they have given us, ſhould it be thetf 
intention to reviſit this quarter. As the means to this, ik 
will be) neceſſary to furniſh Mr. Coudray, to whom the fu- 
perintendency of thoſe works is intruſted, with a compe- 
tent number of workmen, tools, and what other things he 


may 
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may want, to enable ORR Rd 
_ eaſe, and expedition. 

On the whole, I am of opinion W cheVollraBiinn in | 
the river, with the help of gallies, floating batteries, and with 
tolerable induſtry to put the land warks in a proper ate, 
will be extremely formidable to the enemy, and authoriſe a 
reaſonable expectation of their being effectual. The fire. 
ſhips alſo will contribute to this end: for though there are 
many obſtacles to render their ſucceſs precarious, and a hap. 
py concurrence of circumſtances is neceſſary towards it. 
any of which failing may diſappoint the project, and there 
is therefore no room to be ſanguine, yet there is ſome pro- 
bability of its ſucceeding ;; and they will be at leaſt an em- 
barraſſment and terror to the enemy, and will oblige them 
to, uſe precautions inconvenient to Roms and tetviceable | 
to us. 

As an accurate knowledge of the country is eſſential to a 
good defence. — and as the enemy's approach may be ſudden, 
and we may be called to act, without having time, when it 
happens, to examine it ſufficiently if it is not done before- 
hand, it would anſwer a valuable purpoſe to have it imme- 
diately carefully reconnoitred, and ſketches taken of all the 
landing-places, great roads, and by-paths, encamping grounds, 
heights, rivers, creeks, moraſſes, aud every thing that it 
can be of any importance to know. Marcus - Hook ſeems 
to be the moſt advanced place at which it is conjectured the 
enemy will land: the ſurvey: ſhould therefore comprehend 
all the country between that and Philadelphia. Monſieur 
Du Coudray has offered his ſervice, with his engineers, to do 
this buſineſs, if authoriſed by Congreſs, only requiring that 
they may be ſupplied with horſes and a hand or two. If 
Congreſs approve. of it, I (hall be glad they . be defired 
to enter upon it without loſs of time. | 

I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
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HIVE ever! fi) 1019 , 1899 
hs 3 "" Sunday evening „ 9 0 'clck, 


Ils alen ie your; favor of this. after- 
noon, tranſmitting intelligence that a fleet was ſeen off Sina- 
puxent an the ſeventh inſtant. I was about three miles gaſt- 
ward of the Billet tavern, on the road leading to Coryel's fer- 
m, when the expreſs/ arrived, The troops are encamped 
near the road, where they. will remain till L have further ac 
counts reſpecting the fleet, which you will be pleaſed to for- 
ward to me by the earlieſt * wanne to 
22 &. glitt, S. W. 


8. . 10. a l 


maden © amp at ak. Na Auguft 12, 1777 


FI | | 1 

urn GENERAL Newcomb ta me that he 
hed collected a body of about five hundred Jerſey militia at 
Woedbury, I have deſired him to endeavor to keep them to- 
gether while matters remain in their preſent uncertainty and 
ſuſpevſe; and to employ them in whatever works may be Tar- 
rying on at Dillingſport or. Red-bank for the defence of the 
river; I mention this, that, if it ſhall be thought proper, 
pO 00005 tr erate al 
kſtance of thoſe militis accordingly. _ | 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


+} | ee Camp makin ruf I 5. 
An, 
' MONSIEUR Du Coudray has laid before me a plan 


11 che river, by which it appears that, for a conſiderable 
ſpice between the two ſand-banks on the eaſt fide of Fort- 


S | 
water, 
/ 


an GENERAL | W&SHINGTON'S 


water. According to this repreſentation, there would, be 
room for three frigates to lie between thoſe banks in'fuch a 


— eee: Fundy and make it 


ie 110071 


A to maintain them. 

here are but two ways of eee 
—one by having a ſufficient number of chevaux-de-frife ſunk 
nut the entrance between the two banles Hand the other, by 


- » Th 77 wy . 


having the left flank of Fort-Iland fortification ſupported by 


a good battery capable of reſiſting che eannon of the ſhipt 
and obliging them to quit their ſtation. The fiiſt is evidently 
pteferable, becauſe the efficacy of it will be. more certain 
A few chevaux-de-friſe properly placed might effectually bar 
all acceſs to the ſhips : but there is a poſſibility thiat any bat- 
tery we can conſtruct might be overpowered by the fire of 
the ſhipping : and as we have few cannon, and Fort 
is itſelf a marſhy ſpot, incapable or affording earth for the 
batteries neceſſary to be raiſed upon it, which muſt be 
brought from the oppoſite ſnore, it would not be prudent to 
multiply works there more than cannot be ayoided. It would 
alſo. be a great advantage gained, to ſecure the iſland. from 
annoyance except in one point, and that in front, from only 
three ſhips at a time, - which would be effected by ſtopping 
up the paſſage between the two hanks with chevaux-de-friſe. 
I ſhould therefore think it of importance; to have this mea- 
ſure immediately adopted and carried into execution. 
Wich great reſpect, I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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SIR, Ne/haminy Camp, Auguſt 16, 1177. 
10 myſelf che honor of addrefling a few Iines td Con- 
greſs on a ſubject which appears to me of infinite importance, 
and to have a claim to their ſeripps attention. Tbe matter 
1 allude to is the exorbitant price exacted by merchahts and 
venders of goods for every neceſſary they diſpoſe of, *1 ant 
ſenſible the trouble and riſk. 1 in importing giveghe adventurers 
a right to a generous price, and that ſuch,” from motives of 


policy, 
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palign,hould he paid ; but yet I eanhot conceive that they, 
ingirgtiolation oſ every! principle of. generoſity, of reaſon, 
and of juſtice, thauld be; allowed (if it is poſſible to reſtrain 
hem) to axail chemſelyes of the difficulties of the times, 
to amaſs fortunes upon the public ruin. Ni tog i 

This grievance; is now. au object of univerſal complaint, 


4 


are likaly, $0, zeſult from a. cominuance of it excite in every 
vell-affeted. mind the moſt diſagreeable feelings, The in- 
cloſed gopy;af a memorial from d part af the Pennſylvania! 
officers ſhews their  ſenumeu;s upon the ſubjeiæ f and'Þ am 


perſuaded thoſe of the whole amy are ſimilaræ as they have 


and do experience the. groſs. abuſes they complain of. I know # 
that ways and means, for preventing this evil whotly, are 
difficult; (if practicable) to hnd out; but I ſhould hope that 
Congreſs chemſelves, or the ſopreme powers in the reſpective 
ſtates,, through. their recommendation, may deviſe ſome 


chen : and the oonſequences that 


Ichink there are two meaſures, which, If adopted-aod pot | 


under proper regulations, would be of conſiderable ſaving to 
the public, and to the army, at the ſame time that they 
would contribute a gooddealto do away part of the uneaſineſs 
of the latter, ariſing from the enormous prices they are com 


pelled to. pay for neceſlaries./ The firſt is the eſtabliſhment! | 


of public tanneries in, three, or four of the. ſtates, under care 
of a judicious commiſſary or director, to which all the hides 
of thecattle killed for the army ſhould be carried, and tanned, 
There ſhould be alſo deputies to attend the army to collect 
the hides: and jt appears to me that eſtabliſhing the tanneries 
in different ſtates, —for inſlance one in this, and anothet-in. 
ConneQicut,—will, be. much more adviſable han fixing on- 
ly one in either of them, ; as the buſineſs may be carried on 
more extenſively, wich more convenience, and at leſs ex- 
penſe, than if the raw hides were to be tranſported to one 
place only, from which probably there. would be a neceſſity 
ef carrying them the whole diſtance back again aſter they 
Vox. II. L f 
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were dreſſed. This ſubject was under cotifideratistt'of Con. 
greſs once before, and à commilſity (if I recchect, 4 . 
Philips) appointed who | dectified' the office. Leather is of 
uch effentiall'ufe; and iſo indiſpenſably neceſfary for hes and 
other purpoſes in the army, thut to much cart Hor 600 el. 
ſectual meahs cannot be take th procure ir: 
What I have ventured to mentietz I gone intd, will 104 
much to our ſupplies andi I am certafti wit prevent the big 
and unjuſtiſiable prices demandedfor fiis article when in fi. 
hands of private owners. Beſts, ut diefe tahnbies, 4 num. 
ber of artiſts, fuch as ſhot"and Hitrres"thakers, tight been. 
d work the leather up. Slow 2 0 Moin Ln: 
In like manner; ſince our linports 68 ſpirit have become ſo 
precarious, nay impracticuble, on account of the" enemy's 
feet which infeſts our whol&'coaſt, -T would beg yh 
ſuggeſt the propriety of "ereQiig public diſtilleries in dit 
ferent ſtates.— The benefits / ariſing from the moderate ufe of 
ſtrong liquor have been expetienced' it! all armes, and are 
not to be diſputed. In the preſent ſituation of affairs, our 
ſoldiery cannot obtain ſuch ſupplies as are abſvlutely neceſ- 
ſary; and if they are fortunate euough to get any, it is from 
the ſutlers at moſt extravagant rates, and at ſuch'as are in- 
credible to tell of. This is a ſouree of much complaint, and, 
E ſhould hope, may be removed by appointing proper per- 
ſons to buy grain and diſtil it for the army,—Jarge quantities 


of which may be wine; prog apache: nen, terms, 


in many of the ſtates. 


In reſpect to the obſervation in the memorial Oren 
it is certai the preſent allowed value is by no means ſuf- 


ficient; nor does it anſwer the purpoſe intended. © Since that 
was fixed, proviſions, like every other article, though not 
from the ſame cauſes, have become extremely dear; and 


' what at that time was a juſt equivalent, is totally inadequate 
now. This matter, I doubt not, will have the attention of 


Congreſs, and ſuch regulations Wr wor; ern 
OT ene? 06a 
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beo Fohipatnies—eaUh"ts (Sufi of faxty men at leaſt—under 
proper officers, of unfuſpected attachment, ſpirit and activity. 
—ſhonld be itrimedrately” raiſed, to guard he laboratory and 
ores at Carliſle: Their ſecurity is of 'cotfiderable impotr- | 
ace, and ought to be attended to:. Theſe companies, befldes 
ſerving aba guard, will de frequently of uſe us, efeorts and con- 
voys te Nores If Congrefs' thould deem them nꝙeſſury, 
and order them to be enliſted, yet I would recemtgend Unt 
they ſhould not be raiſed us merely ſtatiouery or local, —hav-- 
ing found from experience that regiments or companies form- 
od upon ſuch a footing enter upon other ſervices with great 
amen and rde n r deal ſhould be 
never ſo preſſing. „ eee 
e Wer db the send er June Tfubenimed to Dil 
grels an application from the officers of cavalry reſpecting 
thelt hvrſes;—whether they were to be provided at their own 
or the publis expenfe; 1 alſo laid before them, in a letter of the 
ifth'of July, captain Sullivan's requiſition for pay.—I ſhall 
be glad to be honored with their determination upon theſe 
ſubjects; and alfo in general reſpecting the line of eondaQ'F 
hould purſue as to the pay of officers taken priſoners at any 
time before the cloſe of the laſt campaign, who have been 
permitted to be on parole ;—and whether there is to be any 
Gltinion between ſuch of them as are continued by new 


appointments, and thoſe who are not. I have frequent ap- 
plications in theſe inſtances, and wiſh to know how to act. 


Since the expreſs from general Schuyler left. this, I receiv- 


ad a letter from goyernor Clinton, a copy of which, and of 


ts incloſures, I herewith tranſmit, as they give a much more 

favorable 0 TWO: than was 

contained in his letter. 

Ibaye the Ronor to be, &. * ln 3121p G. W. 
„ bee | 
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. 50 uο 4325 "Nehominy Camp amb, Auguſt. 1% 517 

eit THE unfavorable. ſitustion of our affairs, in the 
nonbem department and the preſing applications of general 
Schuxler for aid. induced moe to waite-forge time ago to gene- 
reli Hamam to hald Vaneortlandt and Liningſton!s regiments 
in readineſa t6-embark for Albany, in cs ſe I ould find it 
neceſſary, and · he ſuoaours þe received of militia would juſ- 
— have che honor tg acquaint. you, that, by 
better fromibhim, ai ale fixteenth, which came to hand yeſ- 
te aq ha informed ams that, without, waiting ſor further direc- 
tieneꝝ hi had: rde, e to proceed wich all poſſible expe- 
dia aslthe laue ady ies from cat. quarter ſeemed to. male 
a further augmentation of the army requiſite. 

_Revdesitheſe, I have, contrary to my wiſhes, but from the 


mediately with his corps as an additional ſupport. I hope 


they will be of material ſervice, particularly in oppoſing the 
ſavage. part of general Burgoyne's force, which, from. every 
agegunt, ſpreads. a general alarm among the inhabitants, and 


ates the minds of che militia not a little, who n been 


much accuſtomed to their mode of Dy 
„Thave the honor wes Aes a: 26 hols v4 0. W. 
( ae 5 | . 1 pho 80 8 
Vn v rt 
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cot nl. Portail/for himſelf and i in behalf of the 
e with him, has made different applications to me 
for horſes und ſervants; and I have bern in a manger under 
the neceſſity of furniſhing them by way of loan, till they 
can be otherwiſe provided. They expect theſe things to be 
found them at the public expenſe; and inform me that the 
matter is now before Congreſs, whoſe determination they 
look for every moment. I have taken the liberty to men- 
ton this, becauſe I ſhould be glad, if any thing of the kind 


ls 


negptbcy of the caſe, oxdered colonel Morgan to. march im- | 
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i intended, that it might de done as fon af cbnvement; r: 
ir it is not, that they muy be informed their expectations are 
not Well founded. This Will put them upon! providing r 
chemſelyes, ank prevent their repeating” their applications {8 
me on a ſubject which T am not authoriſed to do uny thing 
Ke the honor to be, K e 3717 592 W. 
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I LAST vight'had the honor of Fur favcr of the 
ſcieht6efth, with its inclofüre. Von Will percetvE'by, my Et. 
ter of yeſterday; tranſmitted by favor of ber reis He l 
Fayette, that T had been ſo happy as to anticipate the Views 
of Congreſs by ordering colone] Morgan t to march. wit b hip 
corps to the northern army. n i h 

Tua the honor to be, ce. 8. , 
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Sin, Camp, Bucks County, 1 20, 1777. 
. IDO myſelf the. honor to forward you a packet which 
b juſt came to my hands from 88280 Schuyler. In his letter 
to me he communicates an agreeable account of the face of 
2 affairs at Fort- Schuyler: 1 ITE i * men pleaſure 


of inclofing you an extract. 7 added Neg "rf 
ee Yotiar 6 be, . a et ur wo? 11 GW. 
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* „ me „cler at — ages 21, . 
SINCET I wrote to you on the twelfth inſtant on the 
180 ofithe militia under the command of general New- 
comb, have received another letter from him, which you 
have rr this it appears that the men were not « ew- 
ployet in any way while they were at Red-bank, and that 
they are now anxious to get home to their farms, as they 
ſee no immediate odcafton for their ſervices.” As I had in 
ſome meaſure put them under the direction of monſieur Du 
5 wy. Coudray, 


1% GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 
Coudray, I did not chuſe to give them x diſcharge without 
conſulting you, though. i in my opinion they had, better be ſuf- 
fered to go home than be kept diſcoptented, as they will turn 
Kt out 1a il ove wm The bearer 


een 7; PEW 
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' An, 8 Bucks County, Aug. 21, 1117, 
"4% Do myſelf the honor to ineloſe you = copy of 
doctor Franklin's letter in favor of count Pulaſki, of Poland, 
by yhom this will be handed to you. ] ſome time ago had 
z letter from Mr. Deave, couched in terms equally favorable 
to the character and military abilities of this gentleman.— 
How he can with propriety be provided for, you will be beſt 
4 ns Ce eee eee 

letter, at his own requeſt. 
T have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


(Six, . 4a © Nefhaminy Camp, Auguſt 21, 1777. 
Way FROM, the time which has [elapſed fince general 
Howe departed from the capes; of Delaware, there is the 
ſtrongeſt reaſon to conclude that he is gone far either to the 
eaſtward or ſouthward, and with à deſign to execute ſome 
determined plan. The danger of the ſea,-the injury his 
troops muſt ſuſtain from being To long confined, the loſs of 
time, ſo late in the campaign, will ſcarcely admit a ſuppoſi- 
tion that he is merely making a feint, and fill intends to re- 
turn either to Delaware or the North-river without perform- 
ing ſome enterpriſe firſt in another quarter. [The probability 
is in favor of a ſouthern expedition, becauſe he has been ſeen, 
fince his departure | from the capes, off Sinapuxent, ſteering 
a ſouthern courle,—apd | becauſe, had his deſtination been to 
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1 before this, or een 
haye bean diſcovered, by ſome of the cruiſers on that coaſt. 
I he is gone tp, the Southwazd, he muſt be gone far that 
way; iot, had Cheſapeak-bay been his object, he would have 
been there long ſince, and the fack well eſtabliſhed. Beyond 
that, there is no place ſhort of Charleſton, of ſufficient im- 
portance.to engage his attention. The extenſive commerce, 
the vaſt accumulation of military and other ſtores in that 
oxen, and i its dependencies,—with the eclat it would give bis 
arms if he ſhould unfortunately take it, —afford him ſtronger. 
inducements to direct his operations * neee, | 
ſibly have clſewhere. 

Matters being thus circumſtanced, an perten FX OR 
wifes, —how this army is to be employed ?—If his intentions 
are ſuch as I have ſuppoſed them, it appears to me that an 
attempt to follow him would not only be fruitleſs, but would 
be attended with the molt ruinous conſequences. The diſ- 
tance is ſo immenſe that general Howe might accompliſh 
every purpoſe. he bad in view, before we could poſſibly ar- 
rive to oppoſe him; and ſo long a march through an un- 
healthy climate at this ſeaſon would debilitate and waſte a 
principal part of our force. Added to this, —aſter we had 
made a conſiderable progreſs, he might eaſily reimbark bis 
troops and turn his arms againſt Philadelphia or elſewhere, 
as he ſhould think proper, n 
to give the leaſt aid. 

As theſe, and many other reaſons which 5 6o- 
cur to Congreſs, will ſhew the impraQticability of our coun. 
teracting general Howe in that quarter with any good effect, 
we have no other alternative left than to remain here idle and 
inactive, on the remote probability of his returning this way, 
Sor to proceed towards Hudſon's-river, with a view of oppoſ- 
ing general Rurgoyne, or making an attempt on Vork.-Iſland, 
a8 the ſituation of affairs ſhall point out. A ſucceſsful firoke 
with reſpe& to either would be attended, with the. moſt Ggnal - 
advantages, and would be the beſt compenſation we could make 
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for any loſſes we may ſuſtain to the ſouſhward,” "Beſides 
theſe conſiderations, if, after all our conjeQures and reaſon- 
ing upon the ſubject, general Howe ſhould be ne to the 
caſt ward to co-operate with Mr Burgoyne, the 8 will be, 
by the movemerit propoſed, ſo far wa its F Ways to regen! 
hope, the ſucceſs of his enterpriſe, ' 

The above reaſons led me to call a council of general of. 
fers this morning, to take” che lubject of removing the 
troops from hence" into Eonfideration and I am happy to 
inform Congreſs they were in ſentiment with me upon the 
_ occaſion, as*they-will perceive by a copy of the proceedings 
then had, which I do myſelf the Honor of laying before them. 
Nevertheleſs, as it is a movement which may i involve the moſt 
important conſequences, I have thought proper to ſubmit it 
to Congreſs for their deliberation and decifion. If it is deem- 
ed expedient, we have perhaps not a moment to loſe in car- 
rying it into execution ; and, wider this perſuaſion,” I have 
ſent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, (who will have the 
honor of Anden this) to wg" me > the reſult « their 
opinion. Loi 

As the northern departivent h has been all alot conſidered 
ſeparate, and in ſome meaſure diſtinct, and there are ſpecial 
reſolves veſting the command i in particular perſons, —in cafe 
it ſhould hereafter appear eligible to unite the two armies, it 
may perhaps be neceſſury that Congreſs ſhould place the mat- 
ter upon ſuch a footing as to remove all ſcruples or difficul- 
ties about the command, that could poſſibly ariſe on my ar- 
nval there. This L requeſt, from a' diſpoſition to harmony, 
and from my knowing the ill and fatal conſequences that 
have often ariſen from ſuch controverſies, and not from the 
moſt diftant apprehenſion that one would take place upon 
ſuch an event.— The thing however f is e . and to 
gourd againſt 1 it, can do no oy; | 

* T ave he honor to be, e RR 6. W. 

P. S. That 1 may not appear inconfiet, to 108 And to 
FA before” l obtaitr an 3; arr hy beg leave to mentiott that 

| I ſhall 
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to change their ground at any rate, as their preſent encamp- 
ment begins to be diſagreeable, and would i injure their health 
in a hort dme. A 3 ot FO to * e 
e „ 


5 6 — As ' 
. } : 1. 7. « . 'F 


| * 0 b e Craps a 1977: 


IAM this moment honored with yours of this morn- 
ing, containing ſeveral pieces of intelligence of the fleet's hav- 
ing been feen' off the capes of Virginia on the tifteenth in- 
fant. 1 ſhall, in conſequence of this information, halt upon 
my preſent ground till T hear fomething further. 

- Clone! Pinckney of South-Carolia paid me # viſit two 
days ago,—He informed me that the military ſtores in Charles- 
ton and the neighborhood were immenſe, and that He did 

not believe that the governor or commanding officer there 
had had the leaſt intimation of the fleet's having ſtood to the 
ſouthward ; and he ſeemed very apprehenſlve, that, if Cbafles- 
ton was their objeck, they would find them Julled into ffcu- 
rity, and quite unprepared for an attack. —As I cannot yet 
think that general Howe deriouſly inteads to go into Cheſa- 
peak, I wopld by all means adviſe that an expreſs be i imme- 


diately diſpatched (if one has not already gone) to warn 


them of their danger, to let them prepare in the beſt manner 
for Tefence, and to adviſe them to remove al ler mare 
ſtores. Lom 

I ſhall immediately call upon governor Livingſton to fur.” 
niſh the number of militia from the ſtate of Jerſey, demanded 
by requiſition of Congreſs, to garriſon the forts in the High- 
lande, white the New-York militia march to reinforce the 
northern ariny.—T have the honor to be, de. . W. 
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1 ſhall moye the army 0 the Delaware to · morrom morning, | 
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5 Ha Ce, Camp at Craſe-Roads, Aru 22, wt: 
$1 R, 
I AM honored: with your 8 zl; 
15 of the enemy's arrival in Cheſapeak · bay, and the re- 
ſolution of Congreſs thereupon.— have, in conſequence of 
this account, ſent orders to general Naſh immediately to em- 
bark his brigade and colonel Procter's corps of artillery, if 
veſſels can be procured for the purpoſe, and to proceed to 
Cheſter, —or, if veſſels cannot be provided, to haſten towards 
that place by land with all the diſpatch he can. I have alſo 
directed general Sullivan to join this army with his diviſion 
as ſpeedily as poſſiblo, and I have iſſued orders for all the 
troops here to be in motion to-morrow morning very early, 
with intention to match. them towards 3 and on- 
wards. 
Jem happy to bud Congreſs have ka the removal of 
the ſtores from Lancaſter and York, to places of greater ſafe- 
ty, which is, without doubt, a very proper and neceſſary mea- 
ſure—With much reſpect and eſteem, I have the honor to 
be, fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, _ S. W. 


E. 5 Auguſ 23, 777. 
.......1 BEG leave to inform you that the army marched 
early this morning, and will encamp, I expect, this evening 
within five or ſix miles of Philadelphia, To-morrow morn- 
ing it will move again, and I think to march it through the 
city, but without halting. I am induced to do this, from the 
opinion of ſeveral of my officers and many friends in Phila- 
delphia, chat it may have ſome influence on the minds of the 
dilatfoQed there, and thoſe who are dupes to their artifice 
and opinions. The march will be down Front and up Cheſ- 
nut- ſtreet, and, I preſume, about ſeven o'clock. 
Notwithſtanding the arrival of the enemy's fleet in Cheſa- 


peak-bay, and the ſeeming probability that general Howe 
| q . 
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will Jebark his troops and attempt ſomething, yet I would 
rake che liberty to mention that I think the ſeveral works for 
the defence of the city | ſhould be carried on with the uſual i in- 
duſtty, and that no pains ſhould be omitted to complete them. 
1 would alſo adviſe that the ſame look-outs for intelligence 
Hhould'be continued at the capes, and the earlieſt information 
communicated'of any thing material: for, though the fleet is 
in Cheſapeak-bay, the enemy may puſh in a number of vef- 
{els with troops, and make an effort to effect ſome ſtroke 
Philadelphia by ſurpriſe. Such an event does not 
feem -probable while they have a larger ſhew of forct in 'a 


neighboring ſtate : but it will be prudent to guard againſt 


it. I have the honor to be, &c. of G. W. 


P. S. I think ſome one eee n Arm- 
frong roofing the militia. | 


Sin, Cheſter, Auguſt 25, 1177, eight oclock. 
I LAST night had the honor of your favor of the 
wenty-fourth, with its inclofures.—No letters came for you 
from general Schuyler ; and therefore, agreeable to your re- 
queſt, I tranſmit you a copy of one I received from him, and 
of the material papers which it covered. Among the copies, 
you will find general Burgoyne's inſtructions at large to Heu- 
tenant-colonel Baum, pointing out the objects of his com- 


mand when he was firſt' detached. What we had before 


was after he marched, and was an anſwer to a report he 
had received from him.—There was alſo a miſtake in 
his name before, being called Bem in the copies ſent by ge- 
neral Lincoln. 
I hall be happy if the — Sac hos 
ould prove true :—I hope it will, 
Two diyifions of the army moved this. morning, and will 
proteed: after a ſhort halt near this place to retreſh them- 
ſelves: the remainder will continue on their ground to day, 
in ne to reſt. * recover from - che fatigue of the march 
va! yelterday 


* 
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1 5 and che tay Vetter After pres Þreal kfal 1 intend Þ [4 
out f 45 = gton with the Jight-horſe, to. reconnojtre the 
. 1 and to obtain che beſt information 1 957 TelpeQing 
the engmy,—1 have the honor | jo be, Ke. 5 * G. W. 
o. F. S. The publication. of e e i inſtructions, 
wich 8 L think _ PI with many 
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„ Bis, Vi Fa Aug 2 * 5 fix. &clack, P. M. 
IE incloſed intelligence has guſt: come to iny hands. 
General Greene's and general Stephen's divifons are within a 
£&w miles of this place. I ſha} order them to march initve- 
_ Giately here. The two other divifions/[hajted this day at 
Derby to refreſh themſelves ; but they will come on as expe- 
ditiouſly as poſſible.— There are about five hundred Pennſyl- ; 
bana militia at Cheſter and Marcus Hook, that are armed: | 
there are a number, more unarmed.— I have ordered all the | 
armed immediately down. I do ngt know, what, number of 5 
militia of this ſtate are yet collected: but ane me ; 
turn out with great alacrit r. 
There are a quantity of, dic EY Wa eh Ade 
Head-of-Elk, which I am afraid will fall into the enemy's 
bands if they. advance quickly: among others, there is a con- 
derable parcel of ſalt. Every attempt will be made to ſave 
.tbat When I get my force collected, I ſhall diſpoſe of it in 
the moſt advantageous manner in my, power. To this end, I 
purpoſe to view the grounds towards the * in the n morn- 


ing: J am yet a ſtranger to them. 


„hape the honor to be, 4. i ene af fe . 
* % 
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E- 2 bo THIS: Nee pat from the Head-of-EFlk, 
*hich Lie laſt niglu. In reſpect to the enemy, · I have no- 
Neben 7 __ thing 
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thing pe "Ps communicate ;—they remain Abere they, de 


eds , could not find out from Inquiry what RY 
, TO anded, — form. an eſtimate of it from the diſtang, 
view [ had « 


of their en pment, But few tents were to 
ſeen from trog-hll and ar . s-bill, hich a are the 8 155 emi- | 


FERC 


hound buſhels of c corn. This I urged 1 the commiſſary ri 
off as ſoon. as pothible, and hope it will be effected i in 
8 courſe ofa a few days, if the enemy. ſhould not prevent, 
which d their Gruation gives them but too eaſy an opportunity 3 
of doing. . The ſcarcity of teams in proportion t to the dema 
will_ render the removal rather tedious, though f bave d- 
rected the quarter-maſter to ſend ſome from hence to expe- 
dite the meaſure, _, _ | 
A part of the Delaware militia are "Qationed there; _ 
about nine hundred more from Pennſy vania are now. on the 
march that way. I alſo intended to move part of the army, 
that way to-day, but am under the neceflity of deferring it 
till their arms are put in order, and they are furniſhed with, 
ammunitiqn,—both having been greatly injured by the heavy - 
rains hat fell yeſterday and laſt nigbt. : 
I have the honor to be, &c. 7 8 e 


— — 


81 „ wy |  Head-Quarters, Wilmington, Augu/t 28, 1777. 

2 HAVIN G endeayored, at the ſolicitation, of the count 
De Pulaſki, to think of ſome mode for employing him in 
our ſervice, there is none occurs to me, liable to ſo few in- 
conveniences and exceptions as the giving him the command 
of the hore... This department i is ſtill without a head, as I 
have not, in the preſent deficiency of brigadiers with the 
army, thought i it adviſable to take one from the foot for 
that command. The nature of the horſe ſervice with. us de - 
ing ſuch that they commonly act in detachments, a general, 
* wich them is leſs neceſſary than at the head of the 


brigades 


18 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 
brigades of infantry, In the abſence of general Smallwoot 
who. 1 is ordered to put Himſelf at the head of the Maryland 
miſitia, we ſhall have two brigades without general 6fficer, 
But though the horſe will ſuffer fs from the watt of z 
general officer than the foot, a man of real capacity, expe- 


rience, and knowledge i in that ſervjce, might de extremely 
uſety]. The count appears, by his recommendations, t 


have ſuſtained | no inconſiderable military character it in his own 
country: and as the principal attention in Poland has been 
for ſome time paſt paid to the cayalry, it is to be preſumed 
this gentleman is not unacquainted with it,—[ ſubmit it to 
Congreſs how far it may be eligible to confer the appoini- 
ment I have mentioned upon him : they will be ſetifible of 
all the objections attending the meaſure, without my parti. 
culariſing them, and can determine accordingly. ; 

This gentleman, we are told, has been, like us, engaged 
in defending the liberty and independence of his country, and 
has ſacrificed his fortune to his zeal for thoſe objects. He 
derives from hence a title to our reſpect, that ought to ope- 
rate in his favor, as far as the good of the ſervice will per- 
mit: but it can never be expected we ſhould loſe fight of 
this. J have the honor to be, &c. ; nr CW. 


Stn, Head- Quayeers, Wi mington, Auguft 29, 1777. 

ON my return to this place laſt evening from White- 
Clay creek, I was honored with yours of the twenty-ſeventh, 
with ſundry reſolves of Congreſs, to wien I Shall pay doe 


attention. 

The enemy advanced a part of their army-yeſterday to 
Gray 's-Hill about two miles on this fide of Elk,—whether 
with intent to take poſt there, or to coyer while they remove. 
what ſtores they found in the town, ] cannot yet determine. 
Ado not know what quantity of private property remained : 
but of the public there were ſeveral thouſand: buſhels of corn 


and oats, which might have been removed alſo, had not moſt 
9 of 


"Out e n cock e and forty 
r rave deferters from thie nayy and eight. from 
— Ulrcbdy Gate In; bot they are able to give us 


very ittls intelligebce. They generally agree that ther 


troops are healthy, "Sue wur th? horſes ſuffered N 
eres? 

By a letter from 1 Gates which you, were pleated to 
tratifenit me yeſterday, he requeſts that commiſſions may be 
ſent to brigidiets Glover, Poor, and Patterſon, which 1 beg 
che favor of you'ts Us by he return expreſs. The two laſt loſt 
theirs with their daggage at Ticonderoga, and 17 Glo- 


n n 8. W. 
Sis, 5 20 . 1 | ' Walningions. * 155 


15 SINCE 1 had: the ber ef alirefing you yeſter- 
day, nothing of importance has occurred, and the enemy 
remain as they then were.—I was reconnoitring the country 
ee. e at ora. -e-phc 
the ſame buſineſs again. 

Sealible of the advaittages of Mühe troops, L böte Seis 
2 corps under the command of a brigadier, by draughting a 
hundred from each brigade, which is to be conſtantly "near 
the enemy. and to give them every poſſible annoyance. ' 

I have che honor to be, &c. G. W. 
- Ten o'clock —This minute twenty-four Britiſh priſoners ar- 
zived, taken yeſterday by captain Lee of che light-horſe, _ 


\ 


ein Wi Imington, September 1. 1. 
Il lateſt and moſt material intelligence which I 
have obtained reſpectiug the enemy, you will find in the in- 
cloſed papers which I do myſelf the honor of tranſcnitting to 
Jeu. 8 | 

How far the enemy have it in view to extend themſelves 
3 | | in 


% 
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in a line from hay to bay, I cannot detepping: nt chte idea 
bas taken place with many; and it is fad. to be. founded on 
their hints to. ſome perſons, who,—from accident in ſome 
mſtances, and perhaps choice in, others, —baye, had a more 
familiar intercourſe Wich them. . 1 cannot fuppoſe they. have 
auf loch delign, < or, it they have, that it can be more than 
temporary for procuring ſupplies of proyiſions,,... "I" EO 
y Gia Howe's declaration is agreeable o 3 
ulage. - and i is what we m ight. e ee, The only 
difference i is, the preſent Fib don ais Ayled a, declaration. 
ſt i is another effort 10 ſe duee the people tg give up their 
nights, and to, encourage our - ſoldiery 1 ty deſert, The fads 
contained i in the depoſition of. F rancis, Alexander, which 
you have alſo incloſed, ſeem to be oppoſed to that gegularity 
and diſcipline which are promiſed by the declaration. 
Yeſterday there was ſome ſkirmiſhing between one of our 
adyanced parties and one of the cnemy's, in which they were 
obliged to retreat with the: loſs of an officer- and three men 
killed, according to report. We had one private wounded. 
I have received no particular accounts reſpecting the Mary- 
land Eaſtern-Shore militia: from the beſt information I have, 
a great many are well diſpoſed to turn out, but are prevented 
giving their aid through che want of arms. Apprehending 


that the militia there; would ſtand in need of àn officer to ar- 


range them, I wrote to general Cadwallader, requeſting his 
good offices, which I am told have: been exerted. Colonel 
Giſt is now gone down, and I expect will move on as don 
as poſſible, with ſuch as are armed, towards. the enemy. 
General Smallwood is gone to take the command of thoſe on 
the Weſtern-Shore, of whom I hear many are collecting: — 
but I have no authentic advices on the ſubject. 

I bays the honor to be, &. G. W. 

Will it not be adviſable to order colonel Nichardſon' s re- 
giment from their ter e to mY and Join the 
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AT half after was clock I was honored with yours 


| of this morning, wich its ſeveral incloſures.— I ſhall make in- 


quiry reſpecting the workmen in the militia, and will _ 
all to be detached, that can be ſpared, _ 7 5 
The intelligence from che northward is very intereſting, 
and I hope will be ſucceeded by other fortunate events. I am 
ſorry general Aruold did not arrive {ſooner : if he had, it is pro- 
bable the enemy would have ſuffered conſiderably in their re- 
treat —T flatter myſelf that we ſhall have nothing more to ap- 
prehend in that quarter this campaign, and that the diſgrace 
and diſappointment they have met with will produce a favor- 
able change in the diſpoſitions of the Indians. 


I haye the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
P. S. You will be pleaſed to ſend the letter for colonel. 
Hughes by the eaſtern 7 to-morrow. 


- Sr," — Sept. 3, 1777, eight o'clock, P. M. 

I THIS minute returned to head-quarters where I 
found your favor of this date, with the reſolves reſpecting 
general Sullivan, and colonel Richardfon's batallion.—I had 
converſed with general Sullivan upon the ſubject, and ob- 
ſerved to him that it was neceſſary an inquiry ſhould be had 
relative to the affair of Staten-Iſland, as his conduct was 
cenſured, and much diſſatisfaction prevailed. He was ſenſi- 
ſible of the propriety of the meaſure, and expreſſed a deſire 
that it ſhould take place, provided he could have the benefit 
of general Smallwood's teſtimony,” who was on the expedi- 
tion.— That gentleman happens at this time to be in Mary- 
land; which muſt neceſſarily delay the inquiry, unleſs ſome. 
mode can' be e agreed upon for * his ſentiments —_ 
the matter, 

This f morning the enemy came out with a e 
force and three pieces of artillery, againſt our light advanced 
corps, and, after ſome pretty ſmart &irmiſhing, obliged 

** . | M | them 
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them to retreat, —being far inferior in number, and withow 
cannon —The loſs on either {ide is not yet aſcertained : ours, 
though not exactly known, is not very conſiderable: theirs, 
we have reaſon to believe, was much greater, as ſome of 
out parties, compoſed of expert markſmen, had opportuni. 
ties of giving them ſeveral cloſe, well-dire&ed fires, more 
particularly in one inſtance, when a body of riflemen form- 
ed a kind of ambuſcade.—They advanced about two miles 
this fide of Iron-Hill, and then withdrew to that place, leav- 
ing a piquet at Couch's mill, about a mile in front. Our 
parties now lie at White-Clay creek, except the advanced 
piquets, which are at Chriſtiana bridge. 

On monday a large detachment of the enemy landed at 
Cecil court-houſe; and this morning I had advice of their 
having advanced on the Newcaftle road as far as Carſon's 
tavern. Patties of horſe were ſent out to reconnoitre them, 
which went three miles beyond the Red-Liow, but could a 
neither fee nor hear of them; whence I conjeCture they filed 
off by a road to their left, and fell in with their main body.— 
The deſign of their movement this morning ſeems to have 
been to diſperſe our light troops who had been troubleſome 
to them, and to gain poſfeſſion of Iron-Hill, to eſtabliſh a 
poſt moſt probably for covering their retreat in caſe of acci- 
dents. ] have the honor to be, &c. G. W 


— — 


Hen, Head. Quarters, Wilmington, Sept. 55 1777. 


' SINCE did myſelf the honor of writing to you the night 
before lat, the enemy have remained entirely quiet. —A per- 
ſon who came expreſs from general Rodney informs me that 
the enemy's ſhipping fell down fröm Cecil court-houſe on 
tueſday laſt; but how low, he does not know. I have fol 
defired general Rodney to inquire into this matter, and, if ter 
it be true, to ſend. perſons along the bay ſhore to ſee where det 
they lie General Maxwell, who is juſt come up from the (he 

bay 
arg 


lines, confirms the account of the ſhipping having fallen 
down Elk: but it is thought to be with a delign of going up 
| | the 
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the other arm of the bay for the convenience of wratering 


bear the mouth of Suſquehanna, 


I kave the honor to be, &c. ge G. W. 

P. S. We have not been able to aſcertain the enemy's loſs 
in the late action any other way than by a woman who 
came from their camp yeſterday :—ſhe ſays ſhe ſaw nine 
waggon-loads of wounded, I think this probable, becauſs 
we had about forty killed aud wounded ; and, as our men 
were thinly poſted, they muſt have done more Sr upon 
a cloſe body, than they received. 


— — 
Sin, 3 Newport, September 7, 1777. 
HIS excellency being out reconnoitring, and buſily 
engaged in the affairs of the army, I have the honor to ac- 
knowledge his receipt of your letter of the ſixth, with the 
reſolutions incloſed, which came to hand yeſterday afternoon: 
In reſpect to the militia requeſted of Jerſey, his excellency 
is doubtful whether they can be obtained: for governor 
Livingſton, by a late letter, informed him that he had no. 
expectation that more than three hundred, of the thouſand, 
called for to garriſon the poſts in the Highlands, would 
march, notwithſtanding he had ifſued orders for that pur- 
poſe ; and that three weeks would probably elapſe before 
that number went. If the requiſition can be complied with, 
he has no doubt of general Dickinſon's exertions, and is ſatis- 
ied of the propriety of appointing him to the command. This, 
he imagines, would have followed of courſe, as he is major- 
general of all the militia in the tate, and has given ample 
teſtimony, as well of his capacity as of his firmneſs and bravery. 
By deſerters and other intelligence, his excellency was in- 
formed laſt night that the enemy's whole force left Elk yeſ- 
terday, and advanced on the road towards Chriſtiana, The 
deſerters added that they had diſencumbered themſelves of all 
heir tents and baggage, and had ſent them back and reim- 
barked them. All their ſhips; except two or three which 
are —— war, are ſaid to have fallen down A below. 
M 2 | the 
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the mouth of Saſſafras. We have had no information to- 
day of any further movements; and I believe their main bo- 
dy lies about Iron-Hill. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Roth 3 


P. S. The deſerters ſaid they n a n 


the corn, &c, they found in ſtore. 


| Sir, | Eight miles from Wilmingten, Sept. , 17171, 

THE enemy advanced yeſterday with a ſeeming in- 
tention of attacking us upon our poſt near Newport. We 
waited for them the whole day; but they halted in the even. 
ing at a place called Milltown, about two miles from us.— 
Upon reconnoitring their ſituation, it appeared probable that 
they only meant to amuſe us in front, while their real intent 
was to march by our right, and, by ſuddenly paſſing the Bran- 


diwine and gaining. the heights upon the north fide of that 


river, get between us and Philadelphia, and cut us-off from 
that city. To prevent this, it was judged expedient to change 
our poſition immediately : the army accordingly marched at 
two o'clock this morning, and will take poſt this evening 
upon the high grounds near Chad's ford. —We have heard 
nothing circumſtantial from the enemy this day: when 1 00 
I ſhall immediately tranſmit you an account. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Six, | | Chad's Ford, September 10, 1777. 


YESTERDAY evening I received the honor of your 
letter of the ninth, with its ſeveral.incloſures I have written 
to general Putnam to detach the fifteen hundred men men- 
tioned by Congreſs, and incloſe my letter upon the ſubject, 
which you will be pleaſed to REGED him by the earlieſi 
opportunity. _ 

In reſpect to the ſubject of monſieur Du Coudray's letter, 
1 would beg leave to obſerve, however eligible the meaſure 


might otherwiſe be which he recommends, an attempt to car- 


ry 
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ry it into execution at this time would anſwer no valuable 
purpoſe, as "the work in all probability could not be more 
than marked out when it would be wanted. I would alſo 
add: that I do not conceive any great advantages could be de- 
rived from it, ſuppoſing it could be completed, —as we are 
certain the enemy will never attack lines which they can avoid. 
if they were obliged to approach Philadelphia by a particular 
route, in ſuch caſe no exertions ſhould be ſpared to ere& 
works,\and: the adoption of the e would be highly expe- 
dient. 

The enemy are now hing 1 near Kennet's Square, and in a 
tolerably compact body. They have parties advanced on tho 
Lancaſter road, and on thoſe leading over this ford and to 
Wilmington. Manceuvring appears to be their plan. I 
hope, notwithſtanding, that we ſhall be able to find out help 
real intended route, and to defeat their purpoſes. 

By light-horſemen this inſtant come in, the enemy are in 
motion, and appear to be advancing towards us. His excel» 
lency is giving the neceſſary orders, and getting the troops 
under arms, which prevents him from ſigning this himſelf as 
was intended at farſt. | w . 101 

I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARRISOR. 
One v'cleck, —It is ſaid the enemy have halted. 


SR, Camp at Chad's Ford, September 10, 1997. 


YOUR favor of this morning came to hand about 
two o'clock. His excellency was then out, and ſtill is.— [ 
have nothing material to inform you of reſpecting the enemy. 
—By the laſt advices from our reconnoitring parties, they 
had halted in a low ground ſtrongly flanked by two hills, 
about a mile below Welch's tavern. It is ſuppoſed they 
moved from̃ the poſt they occupied this morning, for 
want of water. —Some intereſting event may take place 
to-morrow; as they are within a convenient diſtance to at- 
tack, if-they have any ſuch intention. | 

I have the n to be, &c. R. H. HARRTSOx. 
M 3 
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Chad's Ford, Sept. 11, 1777, three quarters after 8 o'clock A.M. 
£44 SIR, | | . * 
IHE enemy are now advancing, Their preſent ap. 
pearance indicates a diſpoſition to purſue this route. If they 
do, I truſt they will meet with a ſuitable reception, and ſuch 


as will eſtabliſh our liberties. — They are now advanced near 


the Brandiwine, and have fired ſeveral pieces of artillery. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | R. H. HARRISOox. 


Six, Chad's Ford, 5 o'clock P. M. Sept. 11, 1111, 

| WHEN I had the honor of addreſſing you this morn- 
ing, I mentioned that the enemy were advancing, and had be- 
gun a cannonade, —I would now beg leave to inform you 
that they have kept up a briſk fire from their artillery ever 
ſince. Their advanced party was attacked by our light troops 
under general Maxwell, who crofled the Brandi wine for that 
purpoſe, and had poſted his men on ſome high grounds on 
each fide the road. The fire from our people was not of 
Jong duration, as the enemy preſſed on in force, —but was 


very ſevere, 


What loſs the enemy ſuſtained, cannot be aſcertained with 
preciſion : but, from our ſituation and the briſkneſs of the 
attack, it is the general opinion, particularly of thoſe who 
were engaged, that they had at leaſt three hundred men kill- 
ed and wounded, —Our damage is not exactly known: but, 


from the beſt accounts we have been able to obtain, it does 


not exceed fifty in the Whole. 
After this affair, the enemy halted upon the heights, where 


they have remained ever ſince, except a detachment of them 


which filed off about eleven o'clock from their left, and 
which has ſince paſſed Brandiwine at Jones's ford, be- 


tween five and ſix miles above Chad's. The amount of it 


is not known,—the accounts reſpecting it being various, 
/ 6 ; 12 —ſome 
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Guten Sullivan, Stirling, ot with their diyi- 


ſions, are gone in purſuit, and to attack it if they can with 
any proſpect of ſucceſs. — There has been a ſcattering looſe 
fre between our parties on each fide the creek ſince the ac- 
tion in the morning, which juſt now became warm, when 
general Maxwell paſſed over with his corps, and drove them 
from their ground with the loſs of thirty men left dead on the 
ſpot (among them a captain of the forty-ninth), and a num- 
© eee eee UP PEI nr i 
battery. 

232 . 
Sullivan at the ford next above this, and the action has been 
very violent ever ſince.—It ſtill continues. — A very ſevere 
cannonade has begun here too ; and I ſuppoſe we ſhall have 
a very hot evening :—T hope it will be a happy one. 


| Thave the honor to be, in great haſte, fir; your moſt obe- 


dient ſervant, R. H. HARRILSsOR. 
5 


\ 


Sm, + Cheſter, Sept. 11, 1777, twelve o'clock at night, 
I AM forry to inform you, that, in this day's engage- 
ment, we have been obliged to leave the enemy maſters of 
the field. Unfortunately, the intelligence received, of the 
enemy's advancing up the Brandi wine and croſſing at a ford 
about fix miles above us, was uncertain and contradictory, 
notwithſtanding all my pains to get the beſt, This prevented 
me making a diſpoſition adequate to the force with which 
the enemy attacked us on our right; in conſequence of which, 


/ the troops firſt engaged were obliged to retire before they 


could be reinforoed. In the midf of the attack on the right, 
that body of the enemy, which remained on the other fide of 
Chad's. ford, croſſed it, and attacked the diviſion there under 
the command of general Wayne, and the light troops under 
n Maxwell, who, after a ſevere conflict, alſo retired. — 

M 4 | The 
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The militia under the command of general Armftrong, be- 
ing poſted at a ford about two miles below _— had no 


opportunity of engaging. . v2 4 Mee) 
But, though we faught * —_ — and 
were, from the cauſes above mentioned, obliged to retire, yet 
our loſs of men is not, I am perſuaded, very conſiderable, — 
I believe, much leſs than the enemy's. We have alſo loſt 
ſeven or cight pieces of cannon, according to the beſt infor- 
mation I can at preſent obtain.— The baggage, having been 
previouſly-moved off, is all ſecure, ſaving the men's blankets, 
which, being at their backs, many of them doubtleſs are loſt, 


I have directed all the troops to aſſemble behind Cheſter, 


where they are now arranging for this night.—Notwith- 
ſtanding the misfortune of the day, I am happy to find the 
troops in good ſpirits : and I hope another time we ſhall com- 
penſate for the loſſes now ſuſtained. 

The marquis La Fayette was wounded in the 5 and ge- 
neral Woodford in the hand: divers other officers were 
wounded, and ſome flain ; but the numbers of either cannot 
now be aſcertained, 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. It has not been in my power to ſend you earlier in- 
tolligence, — the preſent being the firſt leiſure moment I have 
had ſince the action. | ? 


Str, Head-Quarters, Germantown, Sept. 13, 1777. 
1 I HAVE been honored with your favor of this date. 
-I heartily with the works on Delaware were completed: 
but I think,—and in this opinion my officers concur,—that 
the ſervice will be injured if any part of the continental troops 
were now to be employed about them. If we ſhould be able to 
oppoſe general Howe with ſucceſs in the field, the works will 
be unneceſſary; if not, and he ſhould force us from hence, 
he will certainly poſſeſs himſelf of them. But, to prevent his 


——— it now, I have directed the meadows on Province- 
Ifland 
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Iland to be overflowed immediately, and any other grounds 
that may be thought neceſſary for that purpoſe, The works 
have been more peculiarly under the direction of monſieur 
Du Coudray; and I doubt not he will pay every attention to 
their completion and ſecurity, that the ſituation of affairs will 
admit of. Are Wnt 

A part of the militia under general Armſtrong will be poſt- 
ed along Schuylkill, to throw up redoubts at the different 
fords, which will be occaſionally occupied, whilſt I move to 
the other fide with the main body of the army. This diſpo- 
ſition appears to me the moſt eligible from a conſideration of. 
all circumſtances, and better than if any part of our preſent 
force was to be employed at the forts. —If further reinforce- 
ments of the militia. ſhould come in, they perhaps may be 
more properly aſſigned to that buſineſs than any we now 
have. 


Vour letter reſpecting general De Borre Ag now came to 


hand: I ſhall tranſmit him a copy of it and of the reſolution, 


There can be no court of inquiry into his conduct at this 
time: as ſoon, as the, ſtate of the army will admit, it will be 
held.—I have the honor to be, &c. . S8. W. 


Head. Quartcrs, near e September 14. um. 
Six, 


I HAVE the honor of yours of this ea 
ing the copy of a letter from general Dickinſon. In conſe- 
quence of the intereſting information contained in it, I bave 
written to general Putnam, directing him to ſend forward 
a ſecond detachment of a thouſand men in addition to the 
former, as you will perceive by peruſing the incloſed du- 
plicate of my letter to him, which you will be pleaſed to 
ſeal and diſpatch as expeditiouſly as poſbble, leſt the original 
ſhould by any accident miſcarry. -. 

I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 

P. 8. You have alſo copies of other letters, by which you 
will perceive the meaſures I am taking, and which you 
will 
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will in kke manner be pleaſed to forward.—On ſecond 
thoughts, I ſhould be glad you would tranſmit the incloſures 
open to general Dickinſon, for his peruſal and PIE 
CO ER nn; een en 


1. 11 - + % . 11 * } , 
—  — — 


Sn, Bucl Tavern, Sept. 15,1777, three 0 clock P. M. 
YOUR favor of yeſterday, with its ſeveral incloſures, 
came to hand laſt night.—Though I would willingly pay 
every attention to the reſolutions of Congreſs, yet, in the late 
inſtance reſpecting the recall of general Sullivan, I muſt beg 
leave to defer giving any order about it, till J hear further 
from that honorable body.—Our ſituation at this time is cri- 
tical and delicate ; and nothing ſhould be done to add to its 
embarraſſments. We are now moſt probably on the point of 
_ another aCtion :.and to derange the army by withdrawing 
ſo many general officers from it, may and muſt be attended 
with many difagreeable if not ruinous conſequences. Such 
2 proceeding at another time might not produce any bad ef- 
ſects: but how can the army be poſſibly conducted with a 
proſpect of ſucceſs, if the general officers are taken off in the 
moment of battle? Congreſs may rely upon it, ſuch a mea- 
fure will not promote but injure the ſervice. 
It is not my wiſh to prevent or to delay a proper inquiry 
into general Sullivan's conduct a ſingle inſtant, when the 
circumſtances of the army will admit: but now they prohibit 
it, and (I think) the ſuſpenſion in his command alſo. The 
recall of general St. Clair obliged me to part with general Lin- 
coln whom I could but ill ſpare ; ſo that the whole charge 
of his divifion is now upon general Wayne, there being no 
other brigadier in it than himſelf. —The Maryland troops, if 
general Sullivan is taken away, will not have one general of- 
ficer, general Smallwood being at the head of the militia com- 
ing from that ſtate, and general De Borre ſuſpended :—added 
to this, colonel Gift, who commands one regiment of them, is 
now from it by order. — In a word, far, whether the charges 
alleged againſt general Sullivan are true or falſe, or whether 
| his 
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his conduct has been exceptionable or not, I am ſatisfied the = 
reſolution for his recall at this time, was unhappily adopted, 
and, if carried into execution, will not fail to add new. dif- 
culties to our preſent diſtreſſes: and I am obliged to obſerve, 


in juſtice to my own character, that I cannot be anſwerable 


for the conſequences which may ariſe from a want of officers 
to aſſiſt me. 

It gives me great pleaſure to find general Gates is on ſo 
reſpectable a footing ; and I hope our affairs in that quarter, 
in the courſe of a little time, wilLbe in as proſperous a train 
as we could reaſonably wiſh. 

The main body of the enemy, from the beſt intelligence I 
have been able to get, lies near Dilworthtown, not far from 
the field of action, where they have been buſily employed in 
burying their dead, which, from accounts, amounted to a 
very conſiderable number. We are moving up this road to 
get between the enemy and the Swedes” ford, and to preyent 
them from turning our right flank, which they ſeem to have 
a violent inclination to effect, by all their movements. | 

I would beg leave to recommend in the moſt earneſt man- 


ner, that ſome board or committee be appointed, or ſome 


mode adopted, for obtaining ſupplies of blankets for the 
troops: many are now without; and the ſeaſon becoming 
cold, they will be injured in their health, and unfitted for ſer- 
vice, unleſs they are immediately provided with them. Our 
ſupplics i in this inſtance, as well as in every article -of cloth- 
ing, cannot be too great, as there are frequent loſſes not ea- 
ſily to be avoiĩded.— I would alſo obſerve that I think, in point 
of prudence and ſound policy, every ſpecies of proviſions 
ſhould be removed from the city, except ſuch as will be ne- 
ceſſary to ſupply the preſent demands of this army. I have 
been told there are conſiderable quantities in private bands, 


which ſhould not be ſuffered to remain a moment IF than 


they can be conveyed away. 


I have the bonor to be, &c. by - - W. 
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Camp between the Warren and I h:te-Hirfe 
gs = r Taverns, September 16, 1777. 
I ARRIVED here laſt night with the army, and am 


| now ſo far advanced as to be in a poſition to meet the ene- 
my on the route to Swedes” Ford if they ſhould direct their 


courſe that way. Their ſituation I believe, from the beſt in- 
formation I have been able to obtain, is nearly the ſame as it 


was yeſterday evening when [ wrote to you. 


I have ordered all the troops to be refreſhed this morning, 
as they were late in getting to their ground laſt night, and they 
are now cooking their proviſion. In the mean time I intend 
to ſee my general officers, and tb collect their ſentiments upon 
the ſubject of our next movement and operations. 

General Smallwood was at Oxford meeting-houſe yeſter- 
day. He has with him about eleven hundred and fifty rank 


and file fit for duty; but not more than eight hundred and 


ſixty or ſeventy are well armed;—ſome are without any: 
they want ammunition tao and many neceſſaries. The for- 
mer J ordered on ſunday.—Colonel Giſt is at Chriſtiana with 
about ſeven hundred men, who will ſorm a junction with 


general Small wood. 
Ibave the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
5 gin, Yellow- Springs, September 17, 1777. 


I HAVE been honored with your two favors of yeſ- 
terday, and their incloſures, to which due attention ſhall be 
paid. 

The enemy ſeem now to be ſtraining every nerve to ac- 
compliſh their purpoſe : but I truſt, whatever. preſent ſuc- 
ceſs they may have, they will, ere long, experience a reverſe 
of fortune. —If they have ſour thouſand men in the Jerſeys, 
it is probable they have ſomething more ſerious in view than 
a mere diverſion: but I am in hopes, when general M*<Dou- 


gal 
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gal comes to unite his force with the militia, general Dic- 
xinſon will be ſtrong enough effectually* to make head 
againſt them. 

' Yeſterday the enemy moved from o by the Edge 
mont-towards the Lancaſter road, with evident deſign to gain 
our right flank. This obliged us to alter our poſition and 
march to this place, from whence we intend immediately to 
proceed to Warwick. —We ſuffered much from the ſevere 
weather yeſterday and laſt night, being unayoidably ſeparat- 
ed from our tents and. baggage, —which not only endangers 
the health of the men, but has been very injurious to our 
arms and ammunition. Theſe, when we arrive at Warwick, 
we ſhall endeavor, as ſoon as poſſible, to put again into a 
proper condition, to do which, and to refreſh the my are 
two principal motives for going there. 

I have the honor to be, &c. 8. W. 


5 


| Sin, | Camp near Polt Grove, September 23, 1777- 


HAVE not had the honor of addrefling you ſince 
your adjournment to Lancaſter, and I ſincerely wiſh that my 
firſt letter was upon a more agreeable ſubject.— The enemy, 
by. a variety of perplexing manceuvres through a country 
from which 1 could not derive the leaſt intelligence (being 
to a man diſaffected), contrived to paſs the Schuylkill laſt 
night at the Flat-land and other fords in the neighborhood 
of it. They marched immediately towards Philadelphia, and 
[ imagine their advanced parties will be near that _ to- 
night. | 

They had ſo far got the ſtart before I received certain in- 
telligence that any conſiderable number had croſſed, that 
ſound it in vain to think of overtaking their rear, with troops 
harraſſed as ours had been with conſtant marching fince the 
battle of Brandi wine; and therefore concluded, by the advice 
of all the general officers, to march from this place to-morrow 
1 towards Philadelphia, and on * endeavar to 

: "2 | form 
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form 4 junction with the continental troops under genera; 
M Dougal from Peekſkill; and the Jerſey mflitia under gene- 
ral Dickinſon, both of whom are, I hope, on this fide the 
Delaware.— am alſo obliged to wait for general Wayne 
and general Smallwood, who were left upon the other ſide of 
Schuylkill, in hopes of falling upon the enemy's rear :—but 
they have eluded them as well as us. 

When I laſt recroſſed the Schuylkill, it was with a firm 
intent of giving the enemy battle wherever I.thould meet 
them, and accordingly advanced as far as the Warren tavern 
upon the Lancaſter road, near which place the two armies 
were upon the point of coming to a general engagement, but 
were prevented by a moſt violent flood of rain, which con- 

tinued all the day and following night. When it held up, we 

had the mortification to find that our ammunition, which 
had been completed to forty rounds a man, was entirely ru- 
ined ; and in that ſituation we had nothing left for it but to 
find out a ſtrong piece of ground which we could eaſily 
maintain till we could get the arms put into order, and a re- 
cruit of ammunition. 

Before this could be fully effected. the enemy marched 
from their poſition. near the White-horſe tavern, down the 
road leading to the Swedes' Ford. I immediately croſſed the 
Schuylkill above them, and threw myſelf full in their front, 
hoping to meet them in their paſſage, or ſoon after they had 
_ paſſed the river. —The day before yeſterday they were again 
in motion, and marched rapidly up.the road leading towards 
Neading.— This induced me to believe that they had two ob- 

jects in vie w. —one to get round the right of the army, the 
other perhaps to detach parties to Reading where we had con- 
ſiderable quantities of military ſtores. 

To fruſtrate thoſe intentions, I moved the army up on this 
Gde the river to this place, determined to keep pace with them: 
dut early this morning received intelligence that they bad 
eroſſed the fords below. Why I did not follow immediately, 
I have mentioned in the former * of my letter : but the 
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Groogeſt reaſon againſt being able to make a forced march is 
the want of ſhoes. Meſſieurs Carroll, Chaſe, and Penfi, who 
were ſome days with the army, can inform Congreſs in how 
deplorable a ſituation the troops are, for want of that neceſ- 
fary article. At leaſt one thouſand men are bare-footed, and 
have performed the marches in that condition. —l was told of 
2 great number of ſhoes in the hands of private people in 
Philadelphia, and ſent down to ſecure them : but I doubt the 
approach of the enemy will prevent it. 

I have planned a method of throwing a garriſon into Fort 
Miffin.—If it ſucceeds, and they, with the aſſiſtance of the 
hips and gallies, ſhould keep the obſtructions in the river, 
general Howe's ſituation in Philadelphia will not be the moſt 
agreeable ; for if his ſupplies can be ſtopped by water, it 
may be eaſily done by land. To do both ſhall be my utmoſt 
endeavor ; and I am not yet without hope that the acquiſi- 
tion of Philadelphia may, inſtead of his good fortune, prove 
his ruin. 

General St. Clair, who has been conſtantly wth the army 
for ſome time-paſt, can give you many pieces of information 
which may have eſcaped me, and therefore I refer you to- 
him for many particulars. | | 

If there are any ſhoes and blankets to be had in Lancafter 
or that part of the country, I earneſtly entreat you to have 
them taken up for the uſe of the army. I have been inform- 
ed that there are large parcels of ſhoes in particular there. 

Finding that the incloſed came from colonel Gibſon, I took 
the liberty of opening it, as I wanted much to know what route 
he was taking. 

I have ordered all the Virginia militia who are tolerably 
armed to come forward and join the army, Thoſe who have 
no arms are to wait at Frederitown in Maryland till they 
hear whether any can be provided for them at Lancaſter : 
you will therefore be pleaſed td make inquiry what number 
can be procured there, and ſend an expreſs to Frederic with 
orders for as many men to come forward, as there are arms. 


1 have the honor to be, &c. | og 


——— — . . ̃ , , 
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cg, my miles frm Philediph, O 3 155 
Srx, 


YESTERDAY afternoon I had the honor to receive 
your favors of the thirtieth ultimo with their incloſures.— 
was much obliged by the accounts from the northern army, 
though in general they had reached me before ; and I flatter 


myſelf we ſhall ſoon hear that they have been ſucceeded by 


other fortunate and intereſting events, as the two armies, by 
general Gates's letter, were encamped near each other. 
I ſhall pay due attention to the reſolution you refer me to; 


and no exertions on my part ſhall be wanting, to collect what 


necefſaries I can for the army. This, I am perſuaded, will 
be equally attended to by the honorable board of war; and 
I hope, by care and induſtry, many ſupplies may be obtained 
to relieve our diſtreſſes, which, in the articles of ſhoes, ſtock- 
ings, and blankets, are extremely great. 

Since my letter of the twenty-ninth, no favorable change 
has taken place in our affairs: - on the contrary, we have 


| ſuſtained an additional loſs in the capture of the Delaware. 


She fell into the enemy's hands in a day or two after they 
were in poſſeſſion of the city, and in a manner not yet well 


underſtood.— Some have ſuppoſed the crew mutinied.— 


while another report is, that the was diſabled in her rudder 
by a ſhot, and drove on ſhore.— This misfortune takes off 
the ſucceſs of captain Biddle's cruiſe.— I will not dwell longer 
on the ſubjeCt. - Congreſs may reſt aſſured, all the means in 
my power ſhall he employed to pub. our affairs in a more 
agreeable train, and to accomplith the end they ſo earneſtly 
with have the honor to be, &c. , G. W. 


P. S. Incloſed is a copy of general Howe' $ proclamation 
iſued the Cer: wt * 
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2 Sir, 2 Camp near Pt 7 ter Mill, Oaober 5.1 1777. 
HAVING received intelligence through two Ts 

_ letters, that general Howe had detached a 

force. for the purpoſe of reducing Billingſport RT rr on 

Delaware, I communicated the. accounts to my general 6 

ficers, who were unanimouſly of opinion that a REA 


opportunity offered to make an attack upon the troops whict 
were at aud near Germantown. It was accordingly 79g 


that it ſhould take place yeſterday morning, and the follow- | 


ing diſpoſitions were made. 

The diviſions of Sullivan and Wayne, flanked by Con- 
wa s brigade, were to enter the town by the way, of Cheſ- 
tia ſhould fall down. the Manatawny road by Vandeering $ 
mill, and get upon the enemy's left and rear. The diviſions 
of Greene and Stephen, flanked by M*Dougal's brigade, 
were to enter, by taking a circuit by way of the lime · Kiln 
road, at the market-houſe, and to attack their right wing; 
and the militia of Maryland and Jerſey, under generals Small- 
wood and Forman, were to march by the old Vork road, 
and fall upon the rear of their right. Lord Stirling, with 
Naſh and Maxwell's brigades, was to form a corps-de-re- 
lerve 

We anche about ſeyen o'clock the preceding evening, 
and general Sullivan's advanced party, drawn from Con- 
way's brigade, attacked their piquet at Mount Airy or Mr. 
Allen's houſe about { ſun-riſe che next morning, which pre- 
ſently gave way; and his main body, conſiſting of the right 
wing, following ſoon, engaged the light infantry and other 
troops encamped near the , piquet, which they forced from 
their ground. Leaving their baggage, they retreated a c_ 
derable diſtance, having prev iouſly thrown a party into 
Chew!s houſe, who where in a ſituation not to be eaſily 4 
ced, and had it in their power, from the windows, to give us 
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no ſmall annoyance, and in a great meaſ aſure to obſtruct our 


advance, 

"The attack” from our left ET inider general Greene 
, began about three-quarters of an hour after that from the 
right, and was for fome time equally fücceſsful. But I cannot 
enter upon tlie par ticulars of what Happened in that quarter, 
as Lam not yet informed of them. WR We heike and 

precifion. 

"The morning was Elen Barf: which prevented our 
improving the advantages we gained, ſo well as we ſhould 
otherwiſe have done. This circumſtance, by concealing 
from us the true ſituation of the enemy, obliged us to act 
with” more caution and leſs expedition than we could have 
wiſhed, and gave the enemy time to recover from the effect 
of our firſt impreſſion: and, what was ſtill more unfortunate, 
it ſerved. to keep our different parties in ignorance of each 
other's movements, and hfndered- their acting in concen. 
It alſo occaſioned them to miftaKe one another for the enemy, 
—which, I believe, more than any thing elſe, contributed to 
the misfortune which enſued In the midſt of the moſt pro- 
miſing appearances, when every thing gave the moſt flatter- 
ing hopes of victory, che troops began ſuddenly to retreat, 
and entirely left the field, in ſpite of every effort that could be 
er to rally them. | 
K Upon the whole, it may be faill the day was rather unfor 
X tunate than injurious. .— We fuſtained no material loſs of 
men, and brought off all our aftiflery,” except one piece 
Which was diſmounted. —The enemy are nothing the better 
by the event ; and our troops, who are not in the leaſt di- 
ſpirited by it, have gained what all young troops gain by be- 
ing ig actions. We have had however ſeveral valuable of 
ficers killed and wounded, particularly the latter. General 
Nath i is amon the wounded, and his life is deſpaired of.—4 
Joon as It it is ; polhble e to obtain £ return of our £5. I will trank 


it it. 
In juſtice. to general Sullivan and FA whole right wing of 
the 


* 
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the army, whoſe conduct I had an opportunity of obſerving, 
as they acted immediately under my eye, I have the pleaſure 
to inform you that both officers and men behaved with a 10 
gree of gallantry that did them the higheſt honor. 

I have the honor to be, &c. e ee G. W. 

P. S. As I have obſerved, I have not reczived a return of 
our loſs: but, from what I have juſt now learned from gene- 
ral Greene, I ſear it is more conſiderable than I at firſt ap- 
prehended in men. The cannon, mentioned above, is ſaid 
to have been brought off in a waggon. 


— — — 


Sin, Camp near Pennibacker's Mill, October 7, 1977. 


SlNCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the fifth, 
| have obtained a return of our loſs in the action on ſatur- 
day, by which it appears to be much more conſiderable than 
[ at firſt apprehended, though I always imagined myſelf that 
it was greater than it was generally ſuppoſed to be. The 
copy of the return incloſed will ſhew the amount as it now 
ſtands ; but I hope many of thoſe who are miſſing will yet 
come in: I fear however there are ſeveral under that deno- 
mination to be added to the number of the flain, as the action 
was warm in every quarter, from the information of the ot - 
ficers who commanded the different attacks. | 

What loſs the enemy ſuſtained, I am not able pentifebyi0a to 
aſcertain : but from a variety of correſponding-accounts of 
perſons who left the city ſince, and thoſe of a deſerter, it 
was very conſiderable. The deſerter, who is intelligent, 
lays general Agnew was killed, fir William Erſkine wount- 
ed in the head and leg, and that their general loſs, in killed 
and wounded, amounted to near eight hundred. Several re- 
putable perſons from the city' corroborate this, particularly 
with reſpeck to general Agnew's death: ſome ſay upwards of 
two hundred waggons with wounded were carried in after the 
action, and before they came out; and that it was the com- 
mon belief there, the enemy had been ſeverely handled, | 1 
N 2 It 


and deſirous to return home: and as, by ſome intelligence re- 


perhaps is an event of no material conſequence : but it is to 
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It is with much'chayrin and mottification I add that every 
account confirms the opinion I at firſt entertained,” chat our 
troops retreated at the inſtant when victory was declaring 
herſelf in our favor. The tumult, diſorder, and even de- 
ſpair, which, it ſeems, had taken place in the Britiſn army, 
were ſcarcely to be paralleled: and it is ſaid, ſo ſtrongly did 
the ideas of a retreat prevail, that "Cheſter was fixed on as 
their rendez-vous.—I can diſcover no other cauſe; for not 
improving this happy fn "WI than. the extreme hazi- 
neſs of the weather. | 

My intention is to encamp the army at ſome ſuitable place 
to reſt and refreſh the men, and recover them from the ill 
remaining effects of that diſorder naturally attendant on a re- 
treat. We ſhall here wait for the reinforcements coming on, 
and ſhall then act according to circumſtances. —General 
Varnum, with the detachment from Peckſkill amounting to 
about twelve hundred, including . officers, would be laſt 
night at Coryel's ferry. About five hundred militia from Vir- 
ginia, and two hundred from Maryland; together with colo- 
nel Gibſon's ſtate regiment conſiſting of two hundred and 
twenty-ſix effedtives, have already joined the army.—Since 
the action, general Forman's brigade of Jerſey militia has 
quitted us. The men began to be uneaſy at their ſituation, 


ceived from general Dickinſon, there was reaſon to imagine 
there might be a call for their ſervices in the Jerſeys, it was 


thought expedient to gratify their deſire. _ 
The ſtate of our water defence on the Delaware is far from 


| being as flattering as could be wiſhed. After ſome flight op- þ 


poſition from the Jerſey militia under general Newcomb, a 
detachment of the enemy took poſſeſſion of Billingſport. This 


be lamented that many of the officers and ſeamen on board 
the gallies have manifeſted a diſpoſition that does them little 
honor. Looking upon their ſituation as deſperate, or pro- 


bably from worſe motives, — have been guilty of the moſt 
| alarming 
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alarming deſrrtions: two whole crews, including the offi- | 
cers, have deſerted to the enemy. 1 learn bowever by cap- 
tain Brewer: whio is this moment arrived here from the fleet, 
(hat the accounts they have received from the city; of our 
late attack, were ſuch. as to have produced a favorable 
change, and to have inſpired chem with more confidence. — 
I would here obſerve that the charge of bad conduct was by 
no means applicable to the whole :—far from it, —He fur- 
ther adds that four of the enemy's ſhips made an attempt yeſ- 
terday morning to weigh the chevaux-de-friſe oppoſite to 
Billingſport, but were repulſed by our gallies,—which has al- 
ſo contribmed to raiſe the ſpirits of the ſeamen, Our - garri- 
ſon on Fort-Ifland, conſiſting of little more than two hundred 
continental troops under lieutenant-colonel Safith, appear de- 
termined to, maintain their poſt to the laſt extremity. 

1 beg leave to mention to. Congreſs that there is a great 
deficiency of general officer in this army. When the de- 
tachment coming from Peekſkill joins, us, we ſhall have 
thirteen brigades. Theſe require as many brigadiers, and 
ſix"major-generals :—inſtead df theſe, we ſhall have only four 
major-generals and eleven brigadiers ; and the deficiency will 
be ſtill increaſed by the death of general Naſh, which, from 
every appearance, is momently to be expected. General 

Woodford's abſence, occaſioned by his wound, adds to our 
embatraſſments, though it will be but for a time. Under 
theſe circumſtances, Congreſs will be ſenſible that the go- 
vernment of the army cannot go on with that energy which 
is eſſential to its well-being and ſucceſs. Neither officers nor 
men will transfer the reſpect and obedience they pay to a ge- 
nera! officer, to a colone] who happens to be appointed to 
the temporary command of a brigade; nor will he, knowing 
bis authority to be only temporary, be as ſolicitous to inforce 
it, as one who is conſcious he is to continue in the ſtation he 
fills. Want of leiſure prevents my being more particular at 
e but I hall take the liberty, in a day or two, to 

N. 3 _ Point 
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point out the troops that are in want of _— officers, with 
my obſervations on the ſubject. 


I cannot however "omit this vpportenity of retiulindbnding | 


general M. Dougal to their notice. This gentleman, from 
the time of his appointment as brigadier,.— from his abilities, 
military kno wledge, and approved bravery—has every claim 
to promotion. If I miſtake not, he was paſſed over in the 
laſt appointments of major- generals, and younger officers pre. 


ferred before him: but his diſintereſted attachment to the ſer. 


vice prevented his acting in the manner that is cuſtomary 
in like circumſtances. ' This, I think, gives him a pecu. 
har title to eſteem, and concurs with the opinion I have of 
his value as an officer, to make me with it may appear ad- 
viſable to Congreſs to promote him to one of the vacancies. 
It would be well if the intended inquiry into the conduct 
of general St. Clair could be brought / to a ſpeedy iſſue; and, 
if he is acquitted to the ſatisfaction of Congreſs, that, as his 
general character as an n is Soon, he may be again re. 


| ſtored to the ſervice.” | | 
By a letter this eyening eben from 0 en 


Hay of Haverſtraw, dated the fifth at four o'clock P. M. 
four ſhips of war, a conſiderable number of armed veſlels, 
eight tranſports,” and forty flat-bottomed boats, arrived that 
morning in the bay oppoſite: that place, and were landing 
troops at Verplank's Point. Their number and deſign were 
not know. I have the honor to be, &C l. G. W. 
P . S. Incloſed you will find a copy of a letter from colo- 
nel Mifflin, containing an account of the action of the fourth, 
us mentioned by the Britiſh officers in Philadelphia, —T would 
beg leave to obſerve that I think _ 5 bd name "ſhould 
not be mentioned, 5 0 


' \ 


_ VDennibacher's Mill, Other B, 1777. 
As general Howe's operations are in this quarter, 

and his object in all prohabiſity fixed for this campaign, | 
' 3 Ma 
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am he to ſubmit jt to the conſideratiqn of Congreſs if the 
whole ar a part of the regiment of — N _ 


3 


has ſuffered ſeverely ; ; and it is Jo * by the number of 
killed, wounded, Ac, that we axe obliged to make draughts 
From, the other batallions to, ſupply their places. The mga- 
ſure I have ventured to ſubmit will not, from preſent. ap- 
pearances. be attended with any ill conſequences, if. carried 
into execution, and the leſs ſo, as the ſtate of Virginia, ac- 
cording , to my information, , is raiſing another regiment. 
Should it be thought m_ Congreſs will tranſmit their 
orders to colonel, Harritdg.—lf the regiment danger my 
need not bring their artillery. 7 


ee e honor to be, ke Hh mT 8. . 
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' ON wedneſday FOE I 0 honor of you | 
we of the ſeventh with its ſeveral incloſures.—The providing 
of ſuitable quarters for the xrvops during the winter: demunds 
our attention: but I confeſs it is difficult to ſay where they 
will be. Sundry eircumftagices' may*oceut” in the courſe uf 
the campaign} to render col 7 OOTY might now be 
thought of, altogether un proper. RIM 
In reſpect tw general Putnam's e the ae 
tranſmitted by colonel Hawkes Hay indicate chat the eyenvy | 
had ſome attack in contemplation, yet I cannot: but think the 
force the general mentions to have been. ati New-Vork was 
greatly exaggerated. The higheſt numbor of the reinforta- 
ments, faid to have arrived, 1 is three thouſand ; and-theſe ure 
mentioned to be half boys. Other: reports make it much lels. 
and ſome as low as five or ſix hundred. However, be it what 
jt may, it is got in my power to grant bins aid. Had the re- 
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inforcement atrived before the troops mürched from Peeks. 
Kill, fo many night | not have been' ordered from thence. But 
the caſe was otherwiſe, or at Teaft I was not appriſed of their 
artwal; and the getachments from chence were directed by 
che advice of my general officers, who had under conſidera- 
tion the ſtate of the whole force at that poſt and its dependen. 
Ties, according to 4 general return. At the ſame time! 
urged general Putnam to call i in all his out poſla, and to write 
in preſſing terms to governor Trumbull to aſſiſt bim with 
ſome militia. | 
I have not heard a ſingle ſyllable more of the re or fleet 
mentioned by colonel Hawkes Hay, except a vague report to- 
"Gay that a number, ſuppoſed to be about fifteen hundred, had 
landed on this ſide the river at Haverſtraw. If che fact is ſo, 
it is probable they mean to pals through the Clove and inveſt 
the forts. —T have great confidence in the activity and bravery 
of governor Clinton; and I truſt, if ſuch is their view, they 
vill meet atleaſt with a ſpirited if not à fucceſsfol oppoſition, 
El have ſent up lieutenant-colonel Radiere, one of the engi- 
:Neers, . with n e og n N d g appear 
0h | * 
There was a e 4. ee on 0 night: 
it began about twelve o'clock, and continued till yeſterday 
morning between ſeven and eight. I have not learned the 
occaſion; but, from the direction, ſuppoſe it was at Fort- 
Mifflin, or an engagement between our armed veſſels and the 
enemy's ſhips, which probably were making a ſecond at- 
_ (tempt againſt the chevaux· de- friſe. I have determined to 
maintain the poſt at Red- bank, if it can be done, and have 
detached colonel Greene there with his regiment of Rhode- 
Hand troops, conſiſting of about two hundred and twelve 
effective privates. I have alſo written to general Newcomb 
n e to give all the aid he can from the 
militia. 42 * 
5 8 We leterof the ſeventh edn been joined by more 
5 511 | of 
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of the Virginia militia.ᷣ— The whole nomber now i in camp 


amounts to about eleven hundred. Many of their arms are 


indifferent, and almoſt the whole are deſtitute of pouches 
and other neceſſary accoutrements. 
On ſunday the enemy evacuated. Bilingſport—They leſs 
all our cannon, but burned the platforms and carriages.  - 
Incloſed you wall receive a letter addreſſed to me by colo- 
gel Portal Congreſs will judge of the contents, and decide 
upon them as they may think they merit. 
The military cheſl is nearly exhauſted, not be more 
than ten thouſand dollars in it; and à large part of the army 
is to pay for the month of Auguſt. Beſides their claims, 
large ſums are wanted by the quarter-maſter- general, and for 
other purpoſes.—-Congreſs, I hope, will order ſuch immediate 
ſupply to be forwarded to the paymaſter-general, as ſhall * 
in their power. | 
Ooher 11.— I wiſh to > know what Gora of lead, we 
have, and what expectations of further ſupplies. I am ra- 


ther uneaſy on this head, as I have not been able to obtain 


ſatisfaction on ſome inquiries within the courſe of a few days. 

The cannonade mentioned above was between our gal- 
les and a detachment of the enemy who were attempting to 
throw up a battery at Webb's or the loweſt ferry on Schuyl- 
kill. It has been repeated this morning. Their deſign, in 
erecting this battery, probably is to cover their paſſage to 
Province-Iſland, from whence, by occupying the grounds a- 
bout the peſt-houſes, they may expect to annoy Fort-Mif- 
flin, 

Our diſtreſs for want of ſhoes and flockings | is amazingly 
great, particularly for want of the former, On this account 


we have a great many men who cannot do duty, and ſeveral © 


detained at the hoſpitals for no other cauſe.—I muſt requeſt 
Congreſs, to continue their exertions to relieve us, and to 
direct every ſupply. of theſe and other neceſſaries to be for- 
warded as ſoon as they poſſibly can after they are collected. 
It will be proper to ſend them on as faſt as they can be pro- 
cured, 
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cured, without - waiting to make up a onde yy 
to he brought at one time. 72 

I was this morning honored — your hk of head, 
and their ſeveral incloſures.—l feel in the moſt ſenſible man- 
ner the honorable approbation Congreſs have been pleaſed 
to give of my conduct, and that of the army under my com. 
mand, in the action on the fourth inſtant : nor am I leſs indebt- 
ed to you, ſix, for the polite mode in which you have con- 
veyed their ſentiments.— I ſhall communicate the reſolve upon 
the ſubject to the army, and hope, if a favorable opportuniiy 
offers, under the ſmiles of providence, they will merit, by 
more fubſtantial feryices, the further "”m—_— an their 
1 Is 

- The chaten of the eighth for ) apples and 

intelligence being carried to the enemy, appears to me! to be 
a afalutary one; and I hope it will be attended vith the molt 
beneficial conſequences. That it may be known among the 
inhabitants who are in their neighberhood, and who have 
deen gnilty of ſuch practices, I would wiſh to receive feve- 
ral printed copies, that they may be diſtributed in proper 
places. —l have the honor to be, e. G. W. 


P. S. I have juſt now received à line from ferne; 
general on the ſubject yo own which [ incloſe. 
Irn, Had Quarter, October 13, 17)). 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the ele- 
venth inſtant, nothing material has happened between our ar- 
my * and general Howe's. - The inclofe copies of commodore 
Hazelwood and colonel Bradford's letters will ſhew the ſitu- 
ation of affairs in the navy and at Fort-Mifſlin, on the ele- 
venth, —which are the lateſt accounts I have received from 
rhence. But there has been a warm cannonade ſince, which 
continued, wit but little intermiſſion, till between two and 
three « 0 3 3 aſternoon, when i ceaſe. The re- 


fun 
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ſult L have not heard; but I hope, from the determined ſpirit 


ee garriſon, matters continus wake o 


a 
Testes an 1 laſt wink 608. Pinay | Wat . 


forming me of the capture of Fort- Montgomery, and the oon 


ſequent evacuation of Peekſkill. I ſhould fend copies of his 


letters to me: but as the expreſs who brought them had diſ- 
patches for Congreſs, I conclude: he has adviſed them fully 
on the ſubje&.—Theſe events may have an unhappy influ- 
ence on our northern affairs: but as the Connecticut mili- 
tia ſeem to be coming in faſt, and goyernor Clinton is exert- 
ing himſelf to bring out the force of New Vork, — if general 


Putnam can but keep pace with their fleet in their progreſs 


up the river, I hope he will be able to fruſtrate their deſign 
of relie ing general Burgoyne, and that every thing will 
ſtill terminate well in that quarter. 

It gives me pain to repeat ſo often the wants of the army: 
and nothing would induce me to it but the moſt urgent 
neceſſity. Every mode hitherto adopted for ſupplying them 
has proved inadequate, notwithſtanding my beſt endeavors to 
make the moſt-of the means which have been in my power. 
— The incloſed return will ſhew how great our deficiency in 
the moſt eſſential articles. What new expedient Congreſs 
can deviſe for more effectually anſwering. theſe demands, 1 
know not; perſuaded as I am that their cloſeſt attention has 
not been wanting to a matter of ſo great importance: but, 
cixcpmſtanced as we are, I am under an abſolute neceſſity 
of troubling them, that if any new ſource can be opened for 
alleviating our diſtreſſes, it may be embraced as ſpeedily as 
poſſible ; for it is impoſſible that any army, ſo unprovided, 
can long ſubſiſt, or = with that vigor which 1s requiſite to 
enſure ſucceſs. - > 

The return now incloſed is for troops preſent in camp, — 
beſides which, there are numbers in the ſeveral hoſpitals, to- 
tally deſtitute of the neceſſaries they require to fit them for 
the field; and, on this account alone, are prevented from 

joining 


0 
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Joining their corps. The recruit coming in are alſo in the 
Fame melancholy predicament.— cannot aſcertain with pre. 
ciſion what quantity of clothing is at this time in Mr, Meaſe'; 
hands: but, from every accpunt, what he has can adminiſter 
but a very partial relief,—I know r rape of ſome 
4 "of the moſt capital articles we want. 
With reſpect to cartouch-boxes, without which it is im- 
poſſible to act, I cannot find from my inquiries that there are 
any in ſtore. Several of the continental troops are deficient in 
- this inſtanee; and, what adds to our diftreſs, there are but very 
ſew of the ſouthern militia that are provided. I am trying 
to make a collection about the country: but, from the inform- 
ation T have received, the meaſure will be attended with but 
little ſucceſs.—This want, though not remedied immediately, 
may be removedin time; and I wouldtake the liberty to recom- 
mend that the earlieſt attention ſhould: be had to making a 
large ſupply. I would alſo adviſe that much care ſhould be 
uſed in chuſing the leather: - none but the beſt and thickeſt 
zs proper for the purpoſe; and each box ſhould have a ſmall 
inner flap for the greater ſecurity of the cartridges againſt the 
rain and moiſt weather. The flaps in general are too ſmall, 


and do not project ſufficiently over the ends or fides of the 


| boxes.—I am convinced of the utility, nay neceſſity, of theſe 
improvements, and that the adoption of them, though they 
will incur an additional expenſe at firſt, will prove a conf- 
derable ſaving, and of the moſt beneficial conſequences : for 
we know from unhappy experience in the ſevere rain on the 
Kxteenith ultimo, the few boxes we had of this conſtruction 
' preſerved the ammunition without injury, whilſt it was al. 
"moſt wholly hen in thoſe or common form with a 
ſingle flap. UM 40s 

There is one thing more which cannot omit mentioning 
"to Congreſs, and which, in my opinion, has a claim to their 
moſt ſerious attention, I mean the general defective ſtate 
of the regiments which compole our armies.—Congreſs will 


find, from a view of the returris tranſmitted ſrom time to time, 
that 


mT 
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that they do not amount to half of their juſt complement. 
What can be done to remedy this, I know not: but it is cer- 

tain every idea of voluntary enliſtments ſeems to be at an 
end; and ir ĩs equally certain that the mode of draughting has 
been carried on with ſuch want of energy iu ſome ſtates, and ſo. 
much diſregarded in others, that but a ſmall accefſian of force 
has been derived from it. Theſe facts are ſufficiently in- 
tereſting of themſelves. —But there are others to be added. — 
Lam told that Virginia, in her regulations for draugliting, 
extended her plan only to the nine regiments that were firſt 
raiſed. In what policy this was founded, I cannot determine : 
but the other fix are to receive no reinforcements from that 
ſource, -Nor do matters ſtop here. The engagements of 
the firſt nine regiments, I am informed, were temporary ; 
and, according to the officer's accounts, the longeſt period to 
which any of the men are bound to ſerve is next April :— 
many are not obliged ſo long ; and there are ſome' who 
claim a diſcharge at this time. -I do not mention theſe things 
through choice, but from a principle of duty, to the end that 
Congreſs may deviſe ſome timely and effectual proviſion for 
the whole, if ſuch ſhall be i in their power. —It is unneceſſary - 
to enlarge upon the ſubject; and I will only obſerve that the 
conſequences of calling the militia [znto the field in] the courſe 
of the war have been fo ſeverely and ruinouſly felt, that I 
truſt our views will never be turned to them but in caſes of 
the greateſt,extremity. 

In purſuance of the reſolution of Congreſs, a court of in- 
quiry has ſat upon general Sullivan. They met on the tenth, 
and continued the examination till the twelfth, when they 
came to the incloſed opinion. —The depoſitions and papers 
which were before the court were many and prolix. They 
arenot tranſmitted : but they may be obtained from the court, 
if wanted. Beſides the depoſitory proofs which they had 
of wounded and dead officers, they _ many 8 _ ; 
fore them in perſon. | 

Thave the honor to be, &c, G. W. 
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P. S. Ofober 14.—T laſt night received letters from com. 
modore Hazelwood and colonel Smith. The ſituation of af. 
fairs was nearly the ſame, the evening before, as when the 
commodore and colonel Bradford wrote on the tenth and 
eleventh.—The cannonade mentioned above” 1 was from our 
gallies at the enemy 's redoubts. 


— 


Head- ppb: at Peter Wints's, OHober 16, 1 777. 
Sin, "EK 3 

W's | HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
twelfth and thirteenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures.— 
In reſpect to the reſolution directing a flag to be ſent to ge- 
neral Howe, I am inclined to think that the information 
upon which it was framed was without foundation. The 
letters which have come from our officers who have been 
lately taken generally mention that their treatment has been 
tolerably good; and ſuch privates as have eſcaped have ſaid 
nothing in the courſe of their examination, of their having 
been compelled to work, For theſe reaſons I have taken the 
liberty to decline ſending the flag. At the ſame time Congreſs 
may be aſſured, if our priſoners ſuffer any wrongs, I ſhall 
take every means in my power to have them redreſſed as ſoon 

as I am appriſed of them. | | | 
It is with the higheſt ſatisfaction I congratulate Congreſs 
on the ſucceſs of our arms at the northward in the action of 
the ſeventh, — an event of the moſt intereſting importance at 
this critical juncture. From the happy train in which things 
then were, J hope we ſhall ſoon hear of the moſt deciſive ad- 

vantages. 

We moved this morning from the encampment at which 
we had been for ſix or ſeven days paſt, and are juſt arrived 
at 8 grounds we occupied before the action of the fourth. 
One motive for coming here is to divert the enemy 8 aften- 
tion and force from the forts. Theſe they ſeem to confer 


as capital objects, and (from their operetions) mean to re- 
x 7 duce, 
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duct, if poſhble.—At preſent their deſigns are directed againſt 


Fort-Mifflin and the chevaux-de-triſe. I have therefore de- 


-tached a further reinforcement to the garriſon. | 

I yeſterday, through: the hands of Mrs “ # 899 

2 letter of a very curious and extraordinary nature from Mr 
D, which I have thought proper to tranſmit to Con- 
greſs.— To this ridiculous, illiberal performance, L made a 
ſhort reply, by deſiring the bearer of it, if ſhe ſhould here- 
aſter by any accident meet with Mr D &, to tell him 
I ſhould have returned it unopened, if I nad had any idea 
of the contents ;—obſerving at the ſame time, that I highly 
diſapproved the intercourſe the ſeemed. to have been carrying 
on, and expected it would be diſcontinued. —Notwithſtand- 
ing the author's aſſertion, I cannot but ſuſpeCt that the mea- 
ſure did not originate with him; and that he was induced to 
it by the hope of — his intereſt and peace more cf 
fectually with the enemy. 

I have the honor to . | 8 2 G. W. 


— 


155 ee near WhitesMarſh Ozteber 21, 77 - 
* | 
_I LAST night bad the honor to receive your letter of 


the ſeventeenth inſtant, with its ſeveral incloſures. 

1 hearuly. wiſh the ſtates may feel the importance of fill- 
ing their batallions, and may, in conſequence of the recom- 
mendation of Congreſs, adopt ſuch meaſures as will profe ef- 
feQual for the purpoſe. I cannot but think that heretofore 
there has been a want of attention in this inſtance, and that 
the ſubject, though intereſting to the laſt degree, has been 
viewed with too much indifference. —The reſolution reſpect- 
ing deſerters, I hope, will alſo have their notice. It is highly 


neceffary that they ſhould come into ſome regulations, for 


apprehending | them, and puniſhing thoſe who give them 


Kountenande. It thus i is not done, 0 our force will be always 


* : — 


diminiſhing, 


Maluig ig 879 
-. 


| 
| 
' 
| 
1 
| 
| 
| 
| 


gz GENERAL  WASHINGTON'S 


diminiſhing, and no exertions in the army will prevent it.— 


hall try the effects of a proclamation on thoſe who are now 
delinquents, and ſhall be happy if it meets with ſucceſs ; but 
confeſs, from the experiment I have made; that I am not ſan- 
guine in my expectations that it will be the caſe. 

As to the recruiting officers, I muſt obſerve, that, not- 
withſtanding the reſolution of Congreſs of the thirty-firſt of 
July, and my circular letter on the ſubject of it to many of 
the ſtates, I have not received an account that any officers 
have been appointed, except in Connecticut and Jerſey. 

On ſunday the enemy evacuated Germantown, and with- 
drew themſelves within their lines near the city. They 
ſeem determined to reduce the forts,” if poſſihle; and, for 
this purpoſe, have thrown ſeveral parties over on Province- 
Hand. I was informed this afternoon that a detachment 
_ alſo paſſed the Delaware at Cooper's ferry in the morning.— 
If the account be true (and I have no doubt of it) it is high- 
ly probable they mean to make an attack upon the garriſon 
at Red-bank.— I am taking every meaſure in my power to 
counteract them, and have written to generals Forman and 
Newcomb of Jerſey to afford every aid they can to relieve 
the fort, in caſe they do inveſt it. 

Againſt Fort-Mifflin they have kept up a 8 more 
or leſs, every day, and have thrown ſeveral ſhells, but with- 
out doing any conſiderable damage. The exploſion of one 
killed a private, and wounded three others, who were in a 
barrack where it ſell. They alſo ſet fire to two ammunition- 
boxes with a hot ball on the nineteenth, which did ſome in- 


jury to the barracks.—I do nat recollect that we have ſuffer- | 


ed lately in any inſtances beſides theſe. 
I have the honor to be, „ | G. W. 


* 


Sin, N Head. Quarters, Otaber 24, 177 


— 


1 I DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs 
| the incloſed copies of ſundry letters juſt pow received, and 


_ congratulate 
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congratulate them maſt ſincerely on the cmpotiant intelli. 


genee which they contain. —The damage the enemy have 
ſuſtained in their ſhips, I hope, will prevent their future. at- 
tempts to gain the paſſage of the river; and the repulſe of 
the troops under count Donnop, and his captivity, I flatter 
myſelf, will alſo be attended with the moſt happy conſe- 
quences. At the time theſe actions happened, a ſupply of 
ammunition was on the way to the forts; and I have alſo 
ordered a further quantity to be immediately ſent. 

By colonel Blaine, one of the iſſuing commiſſaries, who 
left Red-bank in the morning before the action, I anvhappily 
informed that he had thrown conſiderable ſupplies of provifion 
into both garriſons. He alſo adds that he came from Jerſey this 
morning, and that the enemy had recroſſed the Delaware and 
returned to Philadelphia, —I have written to colonel Greene 


that the priſoners muſt be immediately ſent from his poſt . 


and Mr. Clymer, a depuſy under Mr. Boudinot, will ſet out 
to-morrow morning to make a proper diſpoſition of thern, | 

le gives me great concern to inform Congreſs, that, after 
all my exertions, we are ſtill in a diſtreſſed 5 8 for want 
of blankets and ſhoes. At this time no inconſiderable part 
of our force are incapable of acting, through the deficiency 
of the latter: and I fear, without we can be relieved, it will 
be the caſe with two-thirds of the ary in the courſe of « 
few days. 

I am and have been waiting with the moſt anxious impa · 
tience for a confirmation of general Burgoyne's ſurrender. 
| have received no further intelligence reſpecting it (except 
vague report) than the firſt account which came to hand ſo 
long ago as ſaturday morning.—If Congreſs have had au- 
thentic advices about it, I wiſh to be favored with them, 

I haye the honor to be, &. G. W. 


Vor. II. a | 
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: - Head-Quarttts neur White-Marſh, November 1, 177). 
Six, e i, Þ., 88 K. ; | iS q 
I WIsã duly honored with Mr. Hancock's letter of tho 
twenty-fifth, with its ſeveral incloſures,—l ſhall take the caſe 
of John More under conſideration, and will tranſmit colonel 
Maſon my determination upon the ſame. 
Alt this time I cannot inform the commiſſary whether any 
alterations have or have not been made by general orders in 
the original ration eſtabliſhment. I have been under the 
neceſſity, from time to time, to ſend : away my orderly books; 
and they are neceſſary to be examined upon the ſubjed. 
However, I think it probable that a departure from the firſt 
allowance may have been found expedient, and directed by 
ſome authority, —or the commiſſary would not have adopt- 
| ed it---In reſpe& to the alteration referred to my conſidera- 
tion, it is a matter of conſequence, and I have deſired the 
general officers to inform themſelves whether it will be agree- 
able to the army at large, or what other regulations may 
be neceſſary in this inſtance. —As ſoon as I have their ſenti- 
ments, I will write to Congreſs upon the ſubject. | 
The enemy till conſider the poſſeſſion of our poſts upon 
the river of great importance ; and, from their preparation 
of faſcines, &c, and the beſt information I have been able to 
obtain, they will make further efforts to carry them,—View- 
ing them 1 in this light myſelf, and imagining that they would 
perſevere in their plans to occupy them, I wrote ſome days 
ago in the moſt preſſing terms to generals Dickinſon, For- 
man, and * ® , to afford every aid in their power from 
the militia of Terfey 'As yet we have received but little; 
and! have no encouragement to expect that it will be much 
augmented in a ſhort time. This does not proceed from a 
want of activity and exertion on the part of the two firſt- 
mentioned gentlemen, whoſe conduct and zeal upon every 
occaſion give them a claim to the public eſteem, but in a con- 


kderable degree from the peculiar circumſtances of their ſtate 
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at this time. The apprebenſions of an invaſion from Saaten | 
Ifland, keep a large proportion of the militia from the eaſt- 
ern and upper part of the ſtate almoſt conſtantly employed ; at 
and in the neighborhocd of Elizabethtown: and Mr. Liv- 
ingſton 's powers, as governor, being expii ed, - and no pro- 
viſion made (it ſeems) for ſuch a contingency,— there are 
none of ſufficient authority to order them out, till a new ap- 
pointment can be had :—at leaſt there is ground to ſuſpect 
that the orders and exertions of theſe two gentlemen; unaſ- 
ſiſted by civil authority, will not be attended with the advan- 
tages we wiſh, and which our affairs require. * * 

Under theſe circumſtances I have been obliged to detach 
a further reinforcement of continental troops under general 
Varnum, to maintain the two garriſons, if poſſible, —beſides 
failors drawn from the line, to man the gallies. This detach- 
ment, when it arrives, added to the force now in the forts, 
will make the whole amount to ſixteen n effective 
rank and file ſent from this army. 

After the action of the fourth ultimo e ee 1 
hoped we ſhould have been in a ſituation to attack the enemy 
again on thoſe grounds, and with more ſucceſs than in the 
former inſtance : but this I was not able to effect. The 
ſevere rain on the ſixteenth of September, - the action on the 
fourth, the removal of our ſtores, and having to form a 
new elaboratory,—added to the ſmall number of hands en- 
gaged in the buſineſs of it, laid us under difficulties in the 
capital and efſential article of ammunition, that could not be 
ſurmounted. Every exertion was directed to obtain ſup- 
plies; but (notwithſtanding) they were inadequate, too ſcan- 
ty, and inſufficient to attempt any thing on a large and ge- 
neral ſcale, before the enemy withdrew themſelves, — With 
what we had, in caſe an experiment had been made, fortune 
might have decided in our favor for the preſent ;. but we 
thould not have been afterwards in a ſituation to maintain 
the advantage we might have gained : and if a repulſe had 
taken = and the enemy purſued, — for want of a reſerve, 

O 2 we 
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we might have been expoſed to the moſt imminent danger of 


being ruined. The diſtreſs of mu Go 
was alſo a powerful obſtacle to the meaſure, - 
I could wiſh that our circumſtances were now ſuch as to 
authoriſe a general attack for diſlodging them from the city: 
but I think that they are not. This alſo is the opinion of 
my general officers, upon a full and comprehenſive view of 
matters, as Congreſs will perceive by the incloſed copy of the 
minutes of council on the twenty-ninth ultimo, which I hare 
taken the liberty to tranſmit and lay before chem. The ſu- 
periority of numbers on the part of the enemy, in reſpe to 
regular troops, their ſuperior diſcipline, and the redoubts 
and lines which they have thrown up between the two rivers 
and about the city, the happy ſtate of our affairs at the 
"northward, and the practicability of drawing ſuccours from 
thence, the conſequences of a defeat, theſe were all mo- 
tives which ted to a deciſion againſt an attack at this time. 
I have ſent colonel Hamilton, one of my aides, to general 
Gates, to give him a juſt repreſentation of things, and to ex- 
plain to him the expediency of our receiving the reinforce- 
ments which have been determined aeceſſary, if they will not 
interfere with and fruſtrate any important plans he may have 
formed. Indeed I cannot conceive that there is any object 
now remaining, that demands our attencion and moſt vigor- 
ous efforts ſo much as the deſtruction of the army in this 
quarter. Should we be able to effect this, we ſhall have little 
to fear in future, - 
General Howe's force, according to the ſtate now made, 
is more conſiderable than it was generally ſuppoſed to be. I 
did not think it quite ſo great myſelf, but always imagined the 
common eftimate much too low :—nor can I poſitively fay 
what it really is. However, there are ſtrong reaſons to be- 
Heve that it is not over- rated. After the evacuation of Ger- 
mtu an almoſt infinite number of ſcraps and bits of 
paper were found, which, being ſeparated and arranged with 


3 bear the marks of genuine and al- 
thentic 


.* 
d . 
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thentic returns at different periods. The brenner in which 
they were deſtroyed and diſpoſed of gives no room to ſuſpect 
that it was the effect of deſign. Ia addition to this, I am in- 
ſormed by general Putnam that he had beard. a reinforce- 
ment of four «we was a per n to ee 
from New-Nork. 3 
ome <a Comb eg 4 
eee particulat 
one of the forces of each ſtate which compoſe it. By this 
they will perceive how greatly deficient the whole are in fur- 
Virginia are no longer to be counted on: all the former, 
except about two hundred, are already gone; and a few days, 
expect. will produce the departure of the whole or chief 
part of the latter, from the importunate applications which 
ſome of them have made. Beſides this diminution, I am ap- 
prehenſive we ſhall have ſeveral men added to the ſick liſt by 
reaſon of the late exceſſive rain and want of clothes. 
We have not yet come to any determination reſpecting the 
diſpoſition of our troops for the winter, —ſuppoling it a mat- 
ter of great importance, and that for the preſent we ſhould 
be ſilent upon it. The reaſons will readily occur. By con- 
tinuing the campaign, perhaps many ſalutary if not deciſive 
advantages may be derived ; but it appears to me that this 
muſt depend upon the ſupplies of clothing which the men 
receive. If they cannot be accommodated in this inſtance, it 
will be difficult if not W to mn 
their deſtruction. 
| I would take the liberty to mention that] feel myſelf in a 
delicate ſituation with reſpect to the marquis La Fayette. 
He is extremely ſolicitous of having a command equal to his 
rank, and profeſſes very different ideas, as to the purpoſes of 
his appointment, from thoſe Congreſs have mentioned to 
me: he certainly did not underſtand them. I do not know 
in what light they will view the matter: but it appears ta 
ma, from à conſideration of his illuſtrious and important 
O 3 eonnexĩons, 
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connexions,-the attachment Which he has manifeſted- for 
our cauſe, and the conſequences which his return in diſguſt 
might produce,—that it will he adviſable to gratify him in 
his wiſhes ; and the more ſa, as ſeveral gentlemen from 
France, who came over under ſome aſſurances, have gone 
back diſappointed in their expectations. His conduct with 
reſpect to them ſtands in a favorahle point of view, having 
intereſted himſelf to remove their uneaſineſs, and urged the 
impropriety of their making any unfavorable repreſentations 
upon their arrival at home: and in all his letters he has pla- 
ced our affairs in the beſt ſituation he could. Beſides, he is 
ſenſible, diſcreet in his manners, has made great proficiency 
in our language, and, from the diſpoſition he diſcovered at 
the battle af Brandiwine, poſſeſſes a Jacgn 4 ſhare of bravery 

and military ardor. 
I There is a French gentleman e Vrigny,— 
in a whoſe favor the marquis ſeems much intereſted. He aſſures 
me he is an afficer of great merit, and, from that motive 
and a regard to the ſervice, wiſhes to ſee him promoted.— 
The rank he holds in France, and his preſent expectations, 
are contained in the incloſed copy af a paper given me by 
the marquis. Monſieur Vrigny alſo has honorable certificates 
of his ſervices, nearly correſponding with the marquis's ac- 
count of them. If Congreſs are pleaſed to honor him with a 
commiſſion in the army of the ſtates, I muſt try ta employ him, 
I took the liberty ſome ſhart time ago to mention to Con- 
grels the ſituation of the nine firſt-raiſed Virginia regiments, 
and the term for which they ſtand engaged; and, conſidering 
that we ſhould ſuffer greatly by the loſs of ſo large a part of 
our force which have been long inured to ſervice, I thought 
it adviſable to canſult the officers,,commanding them, upon 
the mode which ſhoyld appear to them beſt calculated to re- 
enliſt them, They accopdingly met, and reparted their ſenti- 
ments in writing, a copy of which I have incloſed.—I do 
pot know that expedients, more promiſing of ſucceſs than 
thoſe they have pointed out, cap be adopted. Congreſs will 
| be 
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be pleaſed to give the matter their earlieſt attention, and to 
favor me with their opinion by the firſt opportunity, whether 
the indolgence and allowance they have propoſed may bo 
if any additional bounty may be given, what 

it ſhall be. The high ſums paid for ſubſtitutes and draughts; 


of late, even in the militia ſervice, will make this neceſſary * | 


for the ſoldiers, being well appriſed of that fact, will not be 
induced to engage again Wr the war or for oats OP 
for the uſual premium. 

I would alſo lay before n A Feticirigas by the 
ſubaltern officers of the Virginia line, founded on a reform I 
thought neceſſary to take place in the regiments from that 
ſtate. Theſe, in their eſtabliſhment, were made to conſiſt of 
ten companies, twWO more than were aſſigned to thoſe of the 
ſtates in general, This, and the great diſproportion between 
the officers and men, induced me to reduce them to a level 
with the reſt belonging to the continent, in order to prevent 
a conſiderable unneceſſary expenſe. To effect this, no new 
promdtions'are-to be made in the two extra companies, viz. 
the ninth and tenth, either to vacancies exiſting at the time 
of the regulation, or to any future ones that may happen 
therein: and the ſubalterns are to remain in their rank and 
command, till they can be promoted in the other eight com- 
panies}.and their men incorporated. This j3 what they com- 
plain of. I have made a ſhort'ftate of facts, and with Con- 
greſs to determine upon them and the bee v r as they 
ſhall think propeß. ' 

At the requeſt of governor Clinton, I have tranſihitted a 
copy of his letter to me, giving an account of general Vaugh- 
an's expedition up the North-river after the capture of Fort- 
Montgomery, and of the deſtruction committed by his troops 
in burning Kingſton and the houſes and mills on the river, — 
According to the lateſt advices, they have returned again; 
and it is reported that they have deſtroyed the barracks and 
forts, and gone to New-York :—but this is not confirmed, 

A oP days ago Mr. Franks of Philadelphia, agent for the 

| O 4 p Britiſh 
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Britiſh priſoners, ſent out ſix thouſand continental dollars to 
Mr. Richard Graham of Virginia, for the ſubſiſtence of the 
Heſſians and other priſoners in that ſtate, The policy of 
ſuffering the enemy to ſupport their priſoners with money 
which they refuſe themſelves, and which they attempt to de. 
preciate in every inſtance they poſſibly can, appears to me very 
queſtionable,—and the more ſo, as it may be counterfeited. 
Beſides, they have laid us under every difficulty they can de- 
viſe, as to our priſoners in their hands ;—nothing will do for 
their ſuppart but hard money,-If the enemy were obliged to 
furniſh the ſame, the quantity with us would be greater, and 
of courſe the means of relieving ours, eaſier. I do not know 
what conſequences a prohibition againſt receiving continent. 
al money or the currency of any ſtate from them might 
involve: I think the ſubject is worthy of the conſideration 
of Congreſs ; and for that reaſon I have mentioned it, 
November 3.— The report of the enemy's having deſtroyed 
the forts and barracks on the North-river, and of their hav- 
ing returned ro. New-York, is confirmed, I this morning 
received, a letter from general Putnam upon the ſubject, a 
copy of which is tranſmitted.— The information that they 
mean to reinforce general Howe, I doubt not, is true; it has 
come through ſeveral] channels, and nothing is more proba- 
ble.—As to their having a further expedition in view, it 
- ſeems to be queſtionable: general Burgoyne's defeat, and 
the eaſtern troops being ready to be employed «another 
way, are circumſtances againſt the meaſure, 

. Agreeable to my expectation, the Virginia militia are 
gone: ſo that we have none now in aid, of the continental 
troops, but thoſe of this ſtate mentioned in the return, and a 
few from Maryland. I do not know what can or will be 
done to obtain further reinforcements of them: but it ap- 
pears to me, taking matters in any point of light, that fur- 
ther aids ſhould come from Virginia and Maryland : for, 
ſhould we be able to accommodate the continental forces 


with clothes ſo as to ds on a winter campaign. their aſ- 
8 ſiſtance 
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gſtance will be material, either to maintain a blockade, or in 


any deciſive ſtroke we may attempt. And if they cangatbe - 


ſo provided, and we ſhould be obliged to retire into-quarters, 
their ſervice will be {till more neceſſary to affilt in covering 
the country againſt | incurſions. for. forage and proviſions, 
The. militia of this ſtate, themſelves, ſuppoſing they ſhould 
be tolerably vigorous in their exertions, will not be equal to 
the caſk.;, at leaſt it will be difficult, if not impraQticable, for 
them to do it.—lt is to be wiſhed that ſuch as can be drawn 
out may be engaged to ſerve three months, or two at leaſt 
(if it can be effected), after their arrival in camp; and that a 
mode could be adopted to ſupply their places with others at 
the expiration of their term, ihould the exigeney of our af · 
fajrs require it, A time for their continuance ſhould be fix- 
ed, or they will always be uneaſy and puſliing off; and the 
longer circumſtances will admit it to be, the better: for, aſter 
the period recurs, for which they come, it will be impoſſible 
to retain them a moment. As to the number that ſhould be 
required, it is difficult to determine: however, it is likely. it 
will fall ſhort of the requiſition, © as it ever has upon ſuch 
occaſions. 

There is a report prevailing 3 in camp, which has come 
through ſeveral channels, that a ſucceſsful expedition has 
been made upon Rhode-Ifand, and eight hundred priſoners 
taken, with ſeveral pieces of artillery, and a large quantity of 
ſalt. I heartily with it may be true: but at preſent it wants 
confirmation, 2 

Mr Thompſon's letter of the, tw centy-firſ ultimo, with its 
incloſures, came to hand yeſterday, —I join Congreſs moſt 
ſincerely in congratulations on our important ſucceſs in the 
ſurrender of general Burgoyne at the head of his forces, and 
am happy they have received a confirmation of the cvent 
from general Gates. 


] have the honor to be, &c. ; G. W. 
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Bis » Head-Quarters, Whites Marſh Nov. 8, 177). 
1 DO myſelf the honor to incloſe you an extract of 
2a Jetter from major- general Dickinſon, of the ſixth in- 
ſtant, by which it appears that a reinforcement has failed 
from New-Y ork, either for general Howe or ſome other ex- 
pedition.—T have not yet heard whether any of the troops 
on their march from the 'northward have yet croſſed the 
North-river : but 1 hope they will be with me near as ſoon 
as general Howe's r ex can arrive at ant. 
Frm "5 93 
There was a heavy firing mies all 4 of the 
fifth, down the river; and in the evening ſome muſketry 
was heard; from whence we concluded that an attack had 
been made upon Fort- Miſflin. But it turned out to be an 
attack made by general Varnum, with a twelve and an eigh- 
teen- pounder fixed near Red-bank, upon the enemy's ſhips, 
He thinks he damaged the Somerſet of ſixty- four guns conſi- 


derably, as ſhe got on ground, and was for ' ſome time ex- 


poſed to his fire. The ſhips were obliged to quit their ſta- 
tions and fall lower down, 

From a variety of accounts and circumſtances, am in- 
duced to believe that the enemy are meditating a grand blow 
againſt Fort-Mifflin.—I have put the place in as good a ſtate 
of defence as my preſent numbers will admit, and have di- 
rected general Varnum to afford every further aſſiſtance in 
his power. I therefore hope they will meet a warin ecoption 
whenever they make the attempt. 

The military cheſt is again empty, and the: army is anpail 
for the months of September and October, — beſides the 
draughts that are requiſite for the commiſſary and quarter- 
maſter-general's department. You will therefore be pleaſed 
to direct a ſupply of caſh to be ſent on as We as 

poſſible. 

Il fear, from a letter which I have lately received from ge- 
neral Heath, that no proper meaſures are taken to put up 4 
| ſupply 


[1 
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ſupply of falt proviſions for next campaign, to the eaſtward. 


have incloſed a copy of general Heath's letter to Mr. Bu- 


chanan, the commiſſary-general of purchaſes, and have. de- 
ſiced him to have the matter looked into in time: but it is of 


ſo much importance to the very exiſtence of W that I 


think 1 it deſerves the attention of Congreſs, - - 


I have the honor to be, &. | 0. W. 


| ' NN 

D Henay LAUxENSs, Eſquire, Preſident of Congreſs," 
Sts, Camp at White-Marfh, "November 10, 177. 
I HAVE been duly honored with. your fayors of the 
fourth* and fifth inſtant, ' with their ſeveral incloſures.— 
Among thoſe of the former, I found the reſolution you are 
pleaſed to allude to, reſpecting your appointmenc as preſi- 
dent. Permit me, fir, to congratulate Jou upon this event, 
and to aſſure you I have the moſl entire confidence that I 
ſhall experience in you during your preſidency the ſame po- 
liteneſs, and attention to the intereſts of the ſtates, that marked 

the conduct of your worthy predeceifor, 

With reſpe& to the vie ws of the navy- board for ſecuring 
the frigates, the ſituation of the army would not admit of a 
compliance with them, ſuppoſing they would anſwer the end, 
I have therefore written to: the board in the moſt preſſing 
terms, to have the frigates ſcuttled in ſuch way that they 
may be raiſed when it ſhall be neceſſary, and that in the 
mean time they may not be liable to injury from floating ice. 
II ſee no meaſure ſo likely to ſecure them to us, and 2- 
gainſt the enemy's attempts.—T haye been extremely fearful 
they would have poſſeſſed and employed them, with the- 


Delaware and their batteries, on the rear of the gallies and 


the fort, while the ſhips below attacked in front. I need 


not point out the probable conſequences of ſuch an event . 
they are too obvious. 


The reſolves which you requeſt to be communicated to the 
army ſhall be publiſhed in general orders. — The letters for 
commodore 
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Stinnodore Hartheood, $6; ave been pit as prope 


channel of conveyance. 
- "As to the diſpoſition bf are eee rw, my 


letter of tlie Hirſt; continued to the third, contains my ideas 


upon the ſubjeR, and thoſe of my general officers. —l ſhall be 
ſorry if the meaſures I have taken on this head ſhould in- 


terfere with or materially vary from any plans Congreſs 
might have had in view. Their proceedings of the fifth, 


1 preſume, were founded on a ſuppoſition that the enemy 


were ſtill vp the North-river, and garriſoning the forts they 
bad taken. —This not being the caſe, and all accounts agree. 
ing that reinforcements to general Howe are coming from 
Tork, 1 hope the aids I have required will be conſidered ex- 
pedient and proper. Independent of the latter conſideration, 


1 think our exertions and force ſhould be directed to effect 


Howe's deſtruction, if it is poſlible. 22 
Among the various difficulties attending the army, che ad- 
juſiment of rank is not the leaſt. This,-owing to the ſeveral 
' modes, the ſeveral principles, that have prevailed in grant- 
ing commiſfions, —is ibvolved in great perplexity. The of- 


| ficers of the Pennſylvania troops are in much confuſion about 


it: n many inſtances, thoſe who were junior in rank, from 
local and- other circumſtances, have obtained commiſſions 
older in date than thoſe which were granted afterwards to of- 
*Keers, their ſuperiors before. This, with many other irregu- 
Jarities, bas been and js the cauſe of great uneaſineſs: and, 
though precedency of rank ſo claimed thould not be ſupport- 
'ed in juſtice or upon any principle,—we find all, having the 


"leaft pretext for the title, ſtrenuous to ſupport it, and wil- 
ling to hold a ſuperiority. I was therefore induced to order 
a board of officers to take the, matter under conſideration, 
"The reſult, reſpecting the held-ofticers of this ſtate, I now 
incloſe, and wich Congreſs to adopt the regulation which 
'the board have made, aud to tranſinit me, by the eariiell 


opportunity, commiſſions dated according to their arrange- 


be 
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be a ' refolve vacating the commitfions they now have, 221 
directing them to be delivered to me. Their attention to this 
buſineſs, I truſt; will be immediate: nnn 
louſies with the officers require it. | 

I have incloſed the memorial of colonel Portail and the 
Dee for their promotion, referred to me by the 
board of war for my ſentiments. As to the terms theſe gen- 
demen mentioned to have been propoſed and agreed to when 
they firſt arrived, I know nothing of them further than the 
memorial ſtates. —In reſpect to their abilities and knowledge 
in their profeſſion, I muſt obſerve they have had no great 
opportunity of proving them ſince they were in our ſervice. 
However, I have reaſon to believe that they have been regu- 
larly bred in this important branch of war, and chat their 
talents, which have been hitherto, as it were; dormant, want 
only a proper occaſion to call them forth; in which cafe, 
I have no doubt they would do themſelves honor, and the 
ſtates eſſential ſervice.—It is of great importance, too, to 
conſider the practicability of replacing theſe gentlemen with 
perſons equally qualified, if they ſhould quit the ſervice ; 
and how indiſpenſable men of (ill in this branch of military 
ſcience are to every army.—While 1 am on this ſubjeR, I 
would take the liberty to mention that I have been well in- 
formed that the engineer in the northern army (Corieſki, I 
think, his name is) is a gentleman of ſcience and merit. 
From the character I have had of him, he is deſerving of no- 
tice too. 

I would beg leave to mention ons we are in great diſtreſs 
for want of money. This will be more urgent every day : 
and it is probable there will be a good deal of pay due to 
the troops coming to reinforce us.—General Putnam write; 

preſfingly for a ſupply, and ſays he is in a moſt dilagreeable 
ſituation for want of it.—I muſt aw tae attention of Cons 
gfels to this ſubjet. , 

Your favor of the ſeventh came to hand this morning,— | 
Lal pay proper attention to naue rank of 

the 
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the abcets of cavalry I will attempt to have ſettled en 
| as circumſtances will admit. | 

I have nothing very intereſting to comiunniittr— The 
enemy have loſt one of their new floating batteries: it ſunk 
in a little time after it was launched. —There has been a can- 
nonade to-day :—it ſtill continues: I do not know the occa- 
 _ but imagine it is between the ſhips and gallies. 

1 have the honor to * &c. ;1 G. W. 


Six, Camp near M kite. MNarſi, November 11, 177). 
THE condition of the army for want of clothes and 
blankets, and the little proſpect we have of obtaining re- 
lief, according to the information J have received from the 
board of war, —occaſion me to trouble you at this time.— 
The mode of ſeizing and forcing ſupplies from the inhabit- 
ants;-I fear, would prove very inadequate to the demands, 
vrhile it would certainly embitter the minds of the people, 
and excite perhaps a hurtful jealouſy againſt the army.— 
I have had officers out for the purpoſe of purchaſing and 
making voluntary collections of neceſſaries; and, in a few 
inſtances, more coercive meaſures have been exerciſed : but 
all theſe have proved of little avail : our diſtreſſes ſtill conti- 
nue, and are becoming greater. I would therefore humbly 
fub:nit it to the conſideration of Congreſs whether it may 
not be expedient” for them to addreſs the ſeveral legiſlative 
and executive powers of the ſtates on this ſubject as early 
as poſſible, and in the moſt urgent terms. It appears to me, 
if they were to appoint, under the authority of Congreſs, 
proper active agents, that many neceſſaries might be pro- 
cured in addition to thoſe [purchaſed] on public account. 
' Beſides this, I think the exigency of our affairs requires that 
they ſhould reſolve on an immediate aſſeſſment to be made on 


. the inhabitants.—If theſe modes were adopted, conſiderable 


aids might be derived, and in a way much leſs exceptionable 
than that of ein by the army.— The aſſemblies in many 
ſtates, 
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a requiſition by Ys but they will give attention to the 
meaſure. 


Incloſed you will receive a copy of a letter from 8 
Putnam, which came to hand to-day.. Lou will find his 


and governor, Clinton's opinion reſpecting the fortifications 
 neceſſaty to be made for the ſecurity of the North- river. As 


ſoon as I heard that Warner's militia were coming down to 


reinforce me, I immediately wrote to countermand them, 


and directed that they ſhould be retained to carry on the ne- 


ceſſary works during the time they are to ſerve. My letter 
on this ſubject was on the ninth inſtant.— As to the other 
troops, the propriety of bringing them here, 1 believe, is not 


to be queſtioned. We are told through various channels 


that fir Henry Clinton is coming round with all the force 
that can be poſſibly ſpared from New-York ; and it is ſaid 
that thoſe on Staten-Ifland are withdrawn. It is added alſo 
that the inhabitants of the former are greatly alarmed and 
diſguſted, and that general Tryon is calling in the militia of 
Long Iſland for the defence of the city.—General Putnam's 
letter will alſo evince the neceſſity there is for a large and 
immediate ſupply of money being ſent to the paymaſter - ge- 
aeral. , "* Ig 

I have alſo the honor to tranſmit you a copy of a report 
by a board of general officers, on the ſubject of rations, 
which I ſubmit to the conſideration of Congreſs. The eſta- 
bliſhment and regulations which they propoſe appear to 
me to be juſt and neceſſary, ſuppoſing the commiſſary's eſti- 
mate to be right, which I preſume is the caſe, from the ex- 
orbitant price which has been and is now paid for every ſpe- 
cies of proviſion. The neceſſity of an alteration in the for- 
mer value bas been long urged by many officers; and, for 
want of it, ſeveral, I believe, have left the ſervice. : 

I have the honor to be, &c. | S. W. 


P. S. By advices juſt received, thirty- eight tranſports have 
nt in Dela ware with e They w were as high up 40 
Reedy- 


ates, T believe, are now ſitting ; and T have no doubt, upon : 
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© Reedy-Ifland yelterday—I ſuppoſe they are from New-York, - 


- The memorial of colonel Portail and the other engineers, 
omitted to be incloſed in wy letter of yeſterday, is now tranſl. 
mitted, | 

| Notwithſtanding the r I have ventured to recom- 
mend on the ſubject of clothing, I ſhall purſue every means 
in my power that will contribute to procure a ſupply. 


's Sin, | Head-Quarters, White-Marſh, Nev, 175 1777. 


I AM ſorry to inform you that Fort- Mifflin was eva. 
cuated the night before laſt, after a defence which does cre- 
dit to the American arms, and will ever reflect the higheſt 
honor upon the officers and men of the garriſon. The 
works were entirely beat down: eyery piece of cannon diſ. 
mounted, and one of the enemy's ſhips ſo near that ſhe 
threw grenades into the fort, and killed men upon the plat- 
forms, from her tops, before they.quitted the iſland. This 
ſhip had been cut down for the purpoſe, and fo conſtrued 
that ſhe made but a ſmall draught of water, and by theſe 
means warped in between Fort-MiMin.and Province-Iſland.— 
Some complaints are made that the captains of the gallies did 

not ſufficiently exert themſelves to drive this veſſel from her 
_ : but I ſhall not determine any thing upon the matter 
till a proper inquiry is made. 
Nothing in the courſe of this campaign has taken up fo 
much of the attention and conſideration of myſelf and all 
the general officers, as the poſſibility of giving a further re- 
lief to Fort-Miflin than what we had already afforded. — 

Such a garriſcn was thrown into it as has been found by ex- 
perience capable of defending it to the laſt extremity: and 
Red-hank, which was deemed eſſentially neceſſary, not only 
for the purpoſe of keeping open the communication, but of 
annoying the enemy's ſhips and covering our own fleet, has 
| been poſſeſſed by a conſiderable detachment from this army. 
The, only remaining and practicable mode of giving relief to 
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the fort was hy diſlodging the enemy from Province-Iland 
from/whence they kept up an inceſſant fire. But this, from, 
the ſituation of the ground, was hot to be atternpted with 
any degree of ſafety to the attacking party, without the 
whole, or, a conſiderable part. of. the army (hould be removed 
the welt fide of Schuplkill to ſupport and cover ii. 

. To. account for this, you,muſt be made acquainted with 
the nature of the ground. In order to have made the attack 
upon Proxince · Iland. che party. deſtined for that ſervice 
which ſhould. have been at leaſt fifteen hungred—myſt have | 
marched dowen the Cheſter rad as, far as the Rell inn near 
Derby, and, chencę, turning towards Delaware. muſt have 
proceded about four miles further through a neck of land, 
to che ĩſſand. The enemy haye a bridge at the middle ferry. 
upon. Schuylkill, which is but four miles from the Bell inn: 
conſequently, by throwing a body of men oyer that bridge 
upon the firſt diſcoyery of our deftgn, and marching down 
to the Bell, they would have eſfectually cut off cur detach- 
ment upon their return. it is true the covering party might 
haye conſiſted of a leſs number than the whole army: but 
then thoſe remaining upon this {ide of the rive would have 
been too few to have been intruſted with all the artillery-and 
ſtores of the army, within twelve miles of the enemy. 

There were' many and very forcible reaſons againſt a total 
remove to the welt. fide of Schuylkill. Leaving all our 
ſtores at Eaſton, Bethlehem and Allentown, uncovered,— 
and abandoning ſeveral of gur hoſpitals: within reach of the 
memy;—firſt preſented / themſelves. Another, and, in my 
opinion, a mote weighty reaſon than either of the preceding, 
was the importance of ſupporting the poſt at Red-bank, up- 
on which that of Foit-Mifflin in a great meaſure depended, 
as through it we ſent in ſupplies of men, proviſion, and am- 
munition. The enemy, ſenſible of this, endeavored to diſ- 
lodge us from Red · bank on the twenty-ſecond of laſt month; 
which, as Congreſs have been informed, coſt them four | 
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Now, had our army been on the weſt ſide of Schuylkill, 
they might, without any danger of an attack upon their lines, 
have thrown over ſo conſiderable: a force into Jerſey, that 


they might haye overpowered the garriſon, and, by making 


themſelves maſters of it, have reduced Fort-Mifflin by fi- 
mine or want of ammunition; Thus we ſhould in all pro- 
bability have loſt both poſts by one ſtroke. They might 


alſo, by taking poſſeſſion of the fords upon Schuylkill, have 


rendered the junction of our northern reinforcements with 


us a very difficult, if not an impracticable matter: and, 


ſhould any accident have happened to them, we ſhould have 
ſtood a very poor chance of looking general Howe in the 
face through the winter with an inferior army. We ſhiould 
finally have thrown the army into ſuch a ſituation, that we 
muſt inevitably have drawn on a general engagement before 
our reinforcements arrived ; which, ' conſidering our diſ- 
parity 'of numbers, would probably have n with the 
moſt diſagreeable conſequences.  * 

li was therefore determined a few a ago to wait the 
arrival of the reinforcement from the northward before any 
alteration could ſafely be made in the diſpoſition of the army: 
and I was not without hopes that the fort would have held 
out till that time.—That we might then have moved without 
endangering the ſtores, I had given orders for the removal of 
them, from the places before mentioned, to Lebanon and 
other places in Lancaſter county, which is at any rate more 
fafe and convenient than where they were. - 

As the keeping poſſeſſion of Red-bank, and W fill 
preventing the enemy from weighing the chevaux-de-friſe be- 
fore the froſt obliges their ſhips to quit the river, has become 


a matter of the greateſt importance, I have determined to 


ſend down general St. Clair, general Knox, and baron 
Kalb, to take a view of the ground, and to endeavor to form 
a judgment of the moſt probable means of ſecuring it. They 
will at the ſame time ſec how far it is poſſible for odr fleet to 


r 2 Nation bnce the loſs of Fort-Miflin, and allo 
5 make 
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wake dhe proper inquiry into the conduct of he captains of | 
the gallies, mentioned in the former part of this letter. 

Ian informed that it is matter of amazement, and that 
reflexions have been thrown out againſt this army, for not 
being more active and enterpriſing than, in the opinion of 
ſome, they ought to have been. If the charge is juſt, the 
beſt way to account for it, will be to refer you to the returns 
of our ſtrength, and thoſe which I can produce of the enemy, 
and to che incloſed abſtract of the clothing now actually 
wanting for the army: and then I think the wonder will be, 
how they keep the field at all in tents at this ſeaſon of the 
year. What ſtock the clothier-general has to ſupply this 
demand, or what are his proſpects, he himſelf will inform 
you, as I haye directed him to go to Vor- town to lay theſe 
matters before Congreſs. There are, beſides, moſt of thoſe 
in the hoſpitals, mote bare than thoſe in the field nem re- 
main there for want of clothes onlyr. 6 

Several general officers, unable to procure clothing i in 
the common line, have employed agents to purchaſe. up what 
could be found in different parts of the country. General 
Wayne, among others, has employed Mr. Zantzinger of 
Lancaſter, who has purchaſed to the amount of four thou- 
ſand five hundred pounds, for which he deſires a draught upon 
the treaſury-board.—Incloſed you have a copy of his letter. 
IL am not clear whether this application ſhould properly 
be made to the treaſury, or the clothier- general, who ſhould 
charge the money to the regiments for whom the clothes are, 
as ſo much advanced to them. If the latter ſhould appear the 
maſt proper mode, I will order it to be done. 

Lam anxiouſly waiting the arrival of the troops "Rt 2 
northward, who ought, from the time they have had my or- 
ders, to have been here before this. Colonel Hamilton, one 
of my aides, is up the North- river, doing all he can to puſn 
them forward: but he writes me word that he finds many 
unaccountable delays thrown in his way. However Lam 
in hopes that many days will not elapſe before a brigade or 
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two, at leaſt, arrive. The want of n n. 
raſſed all my meaſures exceedingly. 

November 18.— Your diſpatches of the EAN, and four. 
teenth have this moment come to hand. They ** 
tended to, and anſwered in my next. 

n 68. pi 07 1490-7 6 


oth , " Head-Quarters, mu- lors, Nev. 23 1977, 

. I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
Ke and-nineteent inſtant with their incloſures—I am 
well affured Congreſs have not been inattentive to the neceſſ. 


ties of the army; and that the deficiency it our ſupplies, par- 


tirularly in the article of | clothing, has ariſen from the dif- 
ficulty. of importing, on account of the numerous fleet that 


bine our (coaſt. However I am perſuaded that conſiderable 


relief might be drawn from the different ſtates, were they 
to exert themſelves properly. This J hope will be the caſe 
as ſoon as they receive the preſfing recommendations of Con- 
greſs upon theſubject. 

It has been he ee of W 
mencement of che preſent ,conteſt, to try every artifice and 


device to delude the people. The meſſage through John 


Brown was calculated for this end. I am ſurpriſed Mr, 


Willing ſhoukd ſuffer himſelf to be impoſed on by ſuch flimſy 


meaſures. He knows that there is a plain obvious way for 
general and lord Howe to communicate any propoſals they 
wiſh to make, to Congreſs, without the intervention of a ſe- 
cond and third hand. But this would not ſuit their views.— 
Jem ſorry that Mr. Brown ſhould. be the bearer of the meſ- 


| fage ; us, from the character I have had of him, he is 2 


worthy, well-difpoſed man. It has been frequently mention- 
ed that he had intereſted himſelf much in behalf of our priſon- 


ers, and had afforded them every relief and comfort his cir- 
ern would allow him te give. 

I have been nnn. to effect an exchange of priſon- 

; er, 
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ers, from prinbiples of juſtice, and from motives of humani. 
ty but at preſent I have no proſpect of it. Vet general 
Howe has aſſured our officers it was his wiſh, and, if ft 
could not be done; that he ſhould readily agree to their re- 
leaſe on parble . The ineloſed copies of my letters and his 
anſwer will ſhe w Congreſs what has puſſed between us up- 
on chat ſubject; und at the ſame time, that I had remon- 
trated againſt the ſevere and cruel treatment of the priſoners, 
and propoſed the plan of ſending in a ſuitable perſon to in- 
quire into the facts, before the receipt of their reſolution, 
Their ſufferings,” I am perſuaded, have been great, and 
ſhocking to humanity. Thave called upon general Howe for 
redreſs, and an explicit anſwer to my letter of the fourteenth. 
If I do not receive one by to-morrow night, with the moſt po- 
ſitive and ſatisfactory aſſurances that a proper conduct ſhall 
be obſerved towards them in future, we muſt retaliate, how. 
ever much we with to avoid ſeyerity, and meafures that bear 
the ſmalleſt appearance of rigor or inhumanity, 

Incloſed you will receive a liſt of fandry officers whe 
have been caſhiered ſince the action of the fourth ultimo.— 
I flatter myſelf that theſe examples will involve many fa- 
vorable and beneficial conſequences.— Beſides theſe, there 
were many more brought to trial, who were acquitted ; a- 
mong them, general Maxwell, and general Wayne, the for- 
mer for charges againſt him while he commanded the light 
troops. the latter for charges againſt bis conduct in the 
attack made on his diviſion, in the night of the tweatieth of 
September, "The reſult of the court of inquiry againſt gene- 
ral Wayne not entirely exempting him from cenſure in his 
own opinjon, he requeſted a court- martial; and, upon a full 
and mjnute inyeſtigation of the charges againſt him, he was 
honorably acquitted, and in terms of high reſpect. 

am ſorry to inform Congreſs that. the enemy are now in 
poſſeſſion of all the water defences. Fort- Mifflin and that 
at Red-bank mutually depended on each other for ſupport: 

and the redyRion of the former made the tenure of the latter 
> extremely 
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extremely precarious, if not impracticable. After the loſs of 
Fort-MiMin, it was found Red-bank could derive no advan- 
tages from the gallies and armed veſſels—(they could not 
maintain their ſtation) - and, in caſe of inveſtiture, the gar- 
riſon could have no ſupplies, no retreat, nor any hope of re. 
lief, but ſuch as might ariſe from a ſuperior force acting 
without on the rear of the enemy, and diſlodging them, Un- 
der theſe circumſtances, the garrriſon was -obliged to evacu- 
ate it on the night of the twentieth. inſtant, on the approach 
of lord Cornwallis who had croſſed the river from Cheſter 
with a detachment, ſuppoſed to be about two thouſand men, 
and formed a junction with the troops lately arrived from 
New-Y ork, and thoſe that had en 1 N before at * 
lingſport. i 1 
From general a s account, 1 hw he to hope 
that we ſaved moſt of the ſtores; except a few heavy cannon: 

however I cannot be particular in this inſtance.—T-am alſo 
to add, from the intelligence I have received, that moſt if not 
all the armed veſſels have been burned by our own people, 


except the gallies, one brig, and two floops, which are {aid 


to have run by the city. How far this might be founded in 
neceſſity, I am not able to determine; but I ſuppoſe it was 
done under that idea, and an apprehenſion of their falling 
into the enemy's hands if they attempted to paſs up the river. 
VU pon the firſt information I had of lord Cornwallis's move- 
ment, I detached general Huntington's brigade to join gene- 
ral Varnum, and, as ſoon as poſſible, general Greene with 
his diviſion ; hoping that theſe. with Glaver's brigade which 
was on the march through Jerſey, and whieh I directed 
to file off to the left for the ſame purpoſe,—and with ſuch 
militia as could be collected, - wauld be able to defeat the 
enemy's deſign, and to preſerve the fort. But they were fo 
rapid in their advances, that our troops could no: form a 
junction and arrive in time to ſuccour the garriſon ; which 
obliged them to withdraw. | 

General Greene is ſtill in Jerſey and when Glover's br;- 
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1 can be made on lord Cornwallis 
with a proſpect of ſucceſs, I am perſuaded it will be done. 
eee eee 
to reinforce him. | 
road Pan with theinhrigndes, and cola. 
nel. Bailey with, Learned's, are now in camp. + The laſt ar- 
rived on friday evening, the other two in the courſe of yeſ- 
terday. I have not yet obtained returns of their ſtrength: 
but, fromthe accounts of the officers, they will amount in the 
whole to-twenty-three or twenty-four hundred rank and file. 
Zut I find many of them are very deficient in the articles of 
ſhoes, ſtockings, breeches, and blankets.—Beſides theſe, about 
three hundred and fifty men, detachments from Lee's, Jack- 
ſon's, and Henley's regiments, have joined me. 
| Yeſterday evening the enemy burned ſeveral houſes in the 
neighborhood of Philadelphia, and they haye committed the 
moſt wanton ſpoil in many others. 


have the honor to be, &c. * G. W. 
Sia, _  Head-Quarters, November 26, 1777. 


IWS yeſterday morning honored with your favors 
of the twenty-ſecond inſtant.—I with the meaſures Congreſs 
have adopted may effectually ſuppreſs the diſturbances in the 
weſtern department. Should they prove ſucceſsful, and the 
ſavages and wicked deluded inhabitants receive a ſevere 
check, it is probable they will not be induced again to 
take part againſt us, or at leaſt for ſome conſiderable time. 
Colonel Crawford ſet out yeſterday evening, and will be 
with Congreſs, I expect, in the courſe of two or e | 
take their commands. 

I was much obliged by the foreign A ns you were 
pleaſed to tranſmit me: it is agreeable and intereſting ; and 
T heartily with there may be an carly declaration of haſti- 
lities between France and Britain. From theſe advices, 
things ſeem ta be getting into a proper train for it ; and it is 
P4 not 
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not eafily t be conceived that it can be müth longer delay. 
ed. However our expectations have not been anſwered in 
this inſtance, and they may yet be held in ſuſpenſe. The 
political reaſons, that lead to delay on the part of France, | 
do not perfectly underſtand. ' As to Britain, her honor is loſt 
in the conteſt with us, and the moſt indignant inſults will 
ſcarcely be able to draw her attention from her preſent pur- 
fuits.— The account of Mr Lee having effected the purpoſes 
of his embaſſy at the court of Berlin is of great importance, 
if it be true. In ſuch caſe, adminiſtration, however deſitous 
they may be, will probably be difappointed in their ſchemes 
of further mercenary aids againft us. 
I muſt take the liberty to requeſt the deciſion of Congres 
on the caſe of the nine firſt-raiſed Virginia regiments as early 
as circumſtances will permit. Tf the plan propoſed for re- 
enliſting them is judged expedient, one capital inducement to 
that end, ſuggeſted by the officers, will ceaſe if it is longer 
delayed. It is a matter of conſiderable importance, and of 
which I with to be ſatisfied as ſoon as poſſible.— I ſhould alſo 
be happy in their determination reſpecting the marquis De la 
Fayette. He is more and more ſolieitous to be in actual ſer- 
vice, and is preſſing in his applications for a command.—I 
ventured before to ſubmit my ſentiments upon the meaſure; 
and I ſtill fear a refuſal will not only induce him to return 
in diſguſt, but may involve ſome unfavorable conſequences. | 
There are now ſome vacant diviſions in the army, to one 
of which he may be appointed, if it ſhould be the pleaſure of 
Congreſs. I am convinced he poſſeſſes a large ſhare of that 
military ardor which generally charaCteriſes the nobility of 
his country. He went to Jerſey with general Greene, and I 
find he has not been inactive there. This you will perceive 
by the 9 extract from a 0 . from ge 
neral Greene. 

ene marquis, wich about four hundred militia and the 

rifle corps, attacked the enemy's piquet laſt evening, killed 
about twenty, n. more, and took about twenty 


priſoners. 
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' priſoners. The marquis is charmed with the ſpirited beha- 
vior of the militia and rifle corps :—they drove the enemy 
about half a mile, and kept the ground until dark. The 
eney's piquet conſiſted of about three hundred, and were 
reinforced during the kirmiſh.—-The marquis is determined 
to de in the way of danger.“ 

1 1 muſt requeſt you to benden e bunker ur 
"blank commiſſions as ſoon as you have an opportunity to do 
it. There are ſeveral vacancies yet to fill; and the officers 
entitled to them àre anxious to be appointed. The commiſ- 
ſions I want ſhould be under your ſignature, and not Mr Han- 
cock s. I mention this, leſt you ſhould ſend any of the latter 
that might remain. Thoſe ſigned by you will be competent 
to all caſes : thoſe by Mr Hancock, only to ſuch as happen- 
ed during his preſidency -; and of theſe I have now {ome. | 

November 2. AIncloſed you will receive a copy of general 
Howe's letter in anſwer to mine of the fourteenth and twerity- 
third, which only came to hand laſt night, and at an inſtant 
when I was giving the commiſſary of priſoners inſtructions 
forthwith to confine a number of the officers in our hands, 
and to put the privates under very different reſtrictions from 
thoſe they have been uſed to. I am in hopes the treatment 
of ours will be much better in future. Mr Boudinot will - 
immediately take meaſures for releaſing the officers on pa- 
role, that we may relieve an equal number of ours. I ſhould 
have been happy to have effected a general exchange, or a 
partial one: but general Howe will not pn terms but 
choſe he has ever inſiſted on. 

- The enemy have got up ſeveral of their ſhips'to the city. 
1 is likely they ha ve found a paſſage through the mann 
fſtiſe, or they may have removed them. 
have the voor to be, &c. 
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| Head-Quarters, e | e I 777. 
Six, 

ON SATURDAY I had the 8 to receive your 
favor of the twenty- ſixth ultimo, with its incloſures.— The 
reſolve of the twenty-fifth I have publiſhed in orders, agree- 
able to direction, and ſhall be happy if Congreſs can fall upon 
| meaſures to render the ſituation of the officers and ſoldiery 
more eligible than what it now is. At preſent it is truly dif. 
treſſing: and, unleſs ſome means can be deviſed to ſupport 
them more comfortably, we thall have to apprehend the moſt 
alarming conſequences. The officers, or at leaſt a large pro- 
portion of them, as well as the men, are in a moſt diſagree- 
able condition as to clothing, and without any certain pro- 
ſpect of relief: and, what is ſtill more painful,—if perchance 
they have an opportunity of purchaſing (which is ſeldom the 
caſe), they have the mortification to find themſelves totally 
ancompetent to it, from the depreciation of our money, and 
the exorbitant prices demanded for all articles in this way.— 
This is the ſource of great uncaſineſs, of indifference to the 
ſervice, and of repeated (I may ſay, daily) applications to 
leave it, and theſe too by as good officers as are in the Ame- 
rican line. 

In reſpect to promotions for merit and intrepidity, I 
would beg leave to \obſerve, that, though theſe are proper 
conſiderations to found them upon, yet they ſhould be made 
with the greateſt caution and attention, and only in caſes of 
the moſt eminent and diſtinguiſhed ſervices. Every promo- 
tion or riſe out of common courſe cannot fail to excite unea- 
ſineſs in a greater or leſſer degree: and nothing will recon- 
cile them to the army at large, and-particularly the officers 
more immediately affected by them, but where cauſes 
are known and ackuowledged.— This I mention from my 
wiſhes to promote the public intereſt, from my knowing that 
harmony is efential to this end, and from no other motives 


whatever. 
| Before 
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Before the receipt of your favor, I do not recolle& to have 
heard of John Simper's caſe. His brother has not been with 
me. As ſoon as he arrives, I ſhall give directions for him 
to be releaſed from his preſent mem and to ue 
warded to Cecil county. | 
I have nothing material to Ane e ene 
a eee (mentioned in 
my laſt) returned from Jerſey on thurſday.— We had reaſon 
to expect an attack ſince, from our advices from the city, 
but have been difappointed. _.General Greene has alſo joined 
me with all the troops that were with him, except Hunting- 
ton s brigade, which will be in to-day. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


81, Head-Quarters, White-Marſh, Dec. 10, 1777. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, in the courſe 
of laſt week, from a variety of intelligence, I had reaſon to 
expect that general Howe was preparing to give us a gene- 
ral action. Accordingly, on thurſday night he moved from 
the city with all his force, except a very inconſiderable part 
left in his lines and redoubts,—and appeared the next morn- 
ing on Cheſnut-hill, in front of, and about three miles dif- 
tant from, our right wing. As ſoon as their poſition was diſ- 
covered, the Pennſylvania militia were ordered from our 
Tight, to ſkirmiſh with their light advanced parties; and I am 
ſorry to mention that brigadier-general Irvine who led them 
on had the misfortune to be wounded and to be made _ 
ner.—Nothing more occurred on that day. 

On friday night the enemy changed their ground, and 
moved to our left, within a mile of our line, where they re- 
mained quiet and advantageouſly poſted the whole of the next 
day. On ſunday they inclined ſtill further to our left; and, 
from every appearance, there was reaſon to apprehend they 
were determined on an action. In this movement, their ad- 
vanced and flanking parties were warmly attacked by colonel 


220 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


Morgan and his corps, and alſo by the Maryland militia un. 
der colonel Giſt, --Theit loſs I cannot aſcertain : but I am 
informed jt was conſiderable, having regard to the number of 
the: corps who engaged them.—About ſunſet, after various 
marches and counter-marches, they halted; and I ſtill ſpppoſ. 
would attack „ but 
in this ] was miſtaken, 

On monday e in- 
ſtead of advancing, filed off from their right: and the firſt 
certain account that T could obtain of their intentions was 
that they were in full march towards Philadelphia by two or 
| Yhres routes. I immediately detached light parties after them 
to fall upon their rear ; bur they. wore not adi to come up 
with them. 

The enemy's loſs, as I have obſerved, Lane iededin. 
One account from the city is that five hundred wounded had 
been ſent in: another is that eighty-two waggons had gone 
in with men in this ſituation. "Theſe, I fear, are bath exag- 
gerated, and not to be depended upon. We loſt twenty-ſeven 
men in Morgan's corps, killed and wounded, befides major 
Morris, a brave and gallant officer, who is among the latter, 
Of the Maryland militia there were alſo ſixteen or ſeventeen 
wounded.—I have not received further returns yet. 

I ſiacerely wiſh that they had made an attack, as the iſſue, 
in all probability, from the diſpoſition of our troops, and 
the ſtrong ſituation of our camp, would have been fortunate 
and happy. At the ſame time I muſt add, that reaſon, pru- 
dence, and every principle of policy, forbad us quitting our 
poſt to attack them. Nothing but ſucceſs would have juſti- 
fied the meaſure ; and this could not bo expeRtes from their 
poſition. 

The conſtant attention apd watching I was obliged to give 
the enemy's movements would not allow me to write before; 
aud this I believe was the leſs material, as I have. reaſon ta 


think your commiuee who were in camp moſt of the time, 
41 5 * ; and 
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and who are no here, tranſmitted an account of ſuch oc- 
cunrences as they deemed important in any degree. The 
firſt cauſe too, far, and my engagements with the committce 
previous to the conũng out of the enemy, will, I truſt, ſuf- | 
ficiently apologiſe for my not acknowledging before the ho- 
N e Sts Rings pod Gy eee 
which came to hand in due order and time. 

I have the honor to be, ce. G. W. 


7 
F +1 
: 


Iz ACE IST! SABRES WITT © + 2984 +: 5 
Sin,  Head-Quarters, Valley-Forge, January 2, 1178... 
. » I TAKE che liberty of introducing major John Clarke, 
the bearer of this, to your notice. He entered the ſervice at 
the commencement of the war, and has for ſome time paſt 
ated as aide-de-camp to major-general Greene. He is active, 
aſſiſtance ſince the army has been in Pennſylvania, by procur- 
ing me conſtant and certain intelligence of the motions and 
intentions of the enemy. It js ſomewhat uncertain whether 
the ſtate of the major's health will admit of his remains 
ing in the military line: if it ſhould, I may perhaps have 
_ occaſion to recommend him in a more particular manner to 
the: favor of Congreſs at a future time. At preſent, I car 
aſſure you that if you ſhould, while he remains in the neigh- 
bothood of Vork, have any occaſion for his ſervices, you 
INT ENTER TO be re e e 


any of your commands. 
J have che honor to be, &. S. W. 


Six, | Palley-Forge, Fanuary 5, un 
I YESTERDAY evening had the honor of your 
favor of the firſt inſtant, with its ſeveral incloſures. The 
letter you allude to, from the committee of Congreſs and 
board of war, came to hand on ſaturday morning : but it 
does not mention * regulations * ſor removing the 
I — 
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diſficulties and failures in the commiſſary line. I truſt they 


| tive,—excited the greateſt alarm and-untaſineſs even among 
our beſt and warmeſt friends. Such procedures may give 
a momentary relief; but, if repeated, will prove of the moſt 
pernicious conſequence. Beſides ſpreading diſaffection, jea- 
louſy, and fear in the -people, \they never fail, even in the 
moſt veteran troops undet the moſt; rigid and exact diſci- 
pline, to raiſe in the ſoldiery a diſpoſition to licentiouſneſs, 
to plunder and robbery,. difficult to ſuppreſs afterwards, and 
which has proved not only ruinous to the inhabitants, but, 
in many inſtances, to armies themſelves. I regret the occa- 


ſhall conſider it among the greateſt of our misfortunes, if we 
ſhould: be under the neceſſity of practiſing it again. 
I had received from the board of war a copy of theatſo-: 
lutions of the twenty-ninth- ultimo, and publiſhed ſuch parts 
in orders as were directed. I ſhall endeavor, as far as poſſi- 
ble, to carry the intention of Congreſs into execution, re- 
ſpecting the extra pay, and to prevent any from receiving it, 
vrho do not come under their 1 three 1 
with commiſſions came ſafe to han. | 
I have the honor to be, &c: bid TI'S 14 80. W. 
Tam now under the neceſſity of keeping ſeveral parties 
from the army threſhing grain, that our ſupplies may not 
fail: — but this will not do.— As to meat, our ſtock is trifling, 
not being ſufficient for more than two — if ſo * with 
the moſt ae vanem. > TAC 


will be vigorous, or the army cannot exiſt.” It will never 
anſwer, to procure ſupplies of clothing or proviſion by coer- - 
cive meaſures : the ſmall ſeizures made of the former a | 
ſew days ago in conſequence of the moſt preſſing and ab- 
ſalute: neceflity,—when that, or to diſſolve, was the alterna- 


ſion that compelled us to the meaſure the other day; and 
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| þ 0 Cs ra Falley-Ferge, Januar . 178. | 


K YESTERDAY, evening had the honor to receive 
favor. of the fifth inſtant, with its incloſures. The 
power: Congreſs have been pleaſed to veſt me with, for ap- 
pointing aides-de-camp, I ſhall uſe with economy, and I will: 
not appoint more at any time than ſhall be neceſſary and eſ- 
ſential to advance the public intereſt. Any future appoint- 
ments that may be material will be made out of the line of 
the army; if circumſtances will allow it. In general this has 
been the caſe. 

The proceedings of Congreſs for the detention 1 
Burgoyne and army, or rather ſuſpending their embarkation, 
till the convention of Saratoga is explicitly ratified and noti- 
fied by the court of Britain, ſhall remain ſecret here till they 
are duly announced by Congreſs.— This procedure, when, 
known to the general, will chagrin him much: ſor I learn 
by a letter from general Heath, that the refuſal to let his 
troops embark at Rhode-Iſland or in the Sound had given 
him ſome uncaſineſs.— I have nothing of importance to com- 
municate ; and have only to add that I have the honor to be, 
with great reſpect, &c. enn 
P. S. The great diverſity of opinions prevailing, as to the 
operation which the reſolves of the thirtieth ultimo and firſt 
inſtant ſhould have, which give a month's extra pay, makes 
it neceſſary for me to requeſt Congreſs to deſcribe with cer-- 
tainty and preciſion the perſons who they intended ſhould 
be the particular objects of their benevolence. Without this, 
I am certain I ſhall not be able to execute the reſolves accord-. 
ing to their intention, and in a manner that will be agreeable 
to the army. ”— 

D 
folyes were paſſed, and who continue the whole winter, are 
the only objects to be benefited, it is urged that many who, 
have diſcharged their duty with fidelity, —who haye expe- 
rienced a ſevere campaign to that time or till a few days he- 
ſore. ho may be now out of camp, and yet be here 


_y : in 
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in the courſe of the winter,. will be excluded, For ex · 
ample, all officers and men on furlough, though they ſhould 
have been long from their homes before, perhaps much 
longer, in many itiſtances, than many who remain, «and 
whoſe private and family neceffities oblige them to be ab- 
ſent;—thoſe who have fallen ſick from their fervices, and 
who are in hoſpitals or the country, detachments on com- 
mand,—theſe would be excluded. duch diſcriminations, I 
believe, will give great diſguſt and uneafineſs.—It is dif- 
cult, in caſes of this nature, to draw à proper line of-dif- 
tinction, and impoſſible to dd it in ſuch a way as to St 
fatifaQion. . es * 
e bee ee ſubject : ae wiſts 
is to have it preciſely aſcertained, who are to be included and 


paid, and who are not, under the reſolves, that I may not on 


the one hand act contrary to public intention, and on the 
other give cauſe of NS HS and perhaps do wrong to indi- 


__ viduals. 


Knowing the difficulty of Saving a proper live, and the 
diſguſt and murmurings that ever attend diſcriminations,— 
were I to adviſe upon the ſubjeR; only ſuch officers and men 
ſhould be excluded (ſince extra pay has been determined on) 
as are abſent from camp without. regular authority, or 2 
as may abuſe indulgencies regularly obtaĩued. | 

It has been obſerved'by ſome; and perhaps with ume 
that there are officers and men now in camp, or who may bs 
mortly in, who have no ſuperior claim to merit. hoſe af- 


fairs are not ſo preſſing, or who have already had indulgen- 


ties. or who,/ from their being neafet their friends and 


cConnexions, have had opportunities of ſeeing them fre- 


quently, of ordering their concerns, and viſiting their 
homes once, twice, or perhaps oftener in the campaign,— 
whilſt they who were more remote were precluded from any 
of theſe advantages, and were conſtantly on duty. Theſe 
conſiderations will have their weight in the ſcale of diſguſt 
with the parties intereſted, —For my part, though che re- 


ſolves were founded in — of generolity, were in- 
tended 


28 
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difficulcies attending the execution, | wiſh they had never 
deen made, eſpecially as I believe officers and men would in 
2 lictle n en . 


TY 


"Thar th honor w be, e e de de 8 
Sn, Pully Forge, January un 


AST do not recollect with preciſion whether any, or 
what reſolutions have been made by Congreſs reſpeCting cap- 
tures by the army or detachments of it, and not having all 
their proceedings with me, with which I have been honored 
from time to time, to aſſiſt my inquiries upon the ſubject,. 
I muſt take the liberty to requeſt that they will determine, and 
favor me with their decifions upon, the following points: 
1. What articles captured are to be Neger as pubiie 
property ? | 

2. Whether articles captured by parties or dill, 
not determined public property, are to be diſtributed or ſold 
for the benefit of the army at large, or are to be 8 
as the ſole and excluſive right of the captors ? | 

3. If, in general inſtances, ſuch articles as ah iden, Za 
which are not conſidered public property, are determined to 
be the ſole and excluſive right of the captors,. are ſtations. 
ary detachments, who, from their ſituation, have much more 
than a common chance of making prizes, to be coulidered 
upon the ſame footing ? | | 

4 Fade io es be > GifieBion between Rationary ad 
other detachments, —and the former are denied an excluſive 
eee ere, ee pen 
ticles are they to have? 

I have been induced 45am the valine os 


count of ſome difficulties that have ariſen reſpecting the 
prize taken by the detachment at Wilmington under general 
Smallwood, that the ſame may be determined, and certain 

Vor“ II. WG principles 


— 


| tended to reward merit, and promote the ſervice, rom hs 
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Principles eſtabliſhed, to govern in like. and: future: caſes. 
In the inſtance of this prize, as the baggage taken (from ge. 
meral Smallwood's and the officers” repteſentation) will be 
but inc onſiderable hen divided among themſelves, I have 
conſented that they ſhall have it at a juſt appraiſement and 
diſtribution, and have directed him ta haue the Whole, and the 
value, properly inventoried, that ſuch order may be made re- 
ſpecting the latter, as the deciſions of Cangreſs may juſtify 
and point out: I have alſo directed the ſale of the brig; as 
1 underſtand ſome offers have been made for her, and as her 
ſituation may. be conſidered hazardous and precarious. 
Beſides the, brig taken at Wilmington, a veſſel has ſtrand- 
ed ar Reedy-Iüand wich gouds on board. It is ſaid a quan- 
tity of rum, ſome bales of cloth, a number of hats, and 
ſome other articles (all wanted by the army), have been taken 
out of her by the militia, particularly thoſe of Kent coun- 
ty. | Theſe general Smallwood is endeavoring 0. find, that 
they may be of public benefit. 


1 have the eg beg Se 5 8. w. 

L 3 

be % 5G 07 5 i yoo ads 6 tao ou 3602 
Six, Head: Quarters, January 13, 1778. 


IIS will be delivered to you by the chevalier De 
Mliauduit du Pleſſis, who was among the firſt French officers 
chat joined the army of the United States. The gallant con- 
duct of this young gentleman at Brandi wine, Germantown, 
and liis diſtinguiſhed ſervices at Fort- Mercer where he unit- 
ed the offices of engineer and commandant of artillery, en- 
title him to the particular notice of Congreſs.— He made ſe- 
veral judicious alterations in the works at Red- bank, ſhewed 
great good conduct during the action in which the Heſſians 
were repulſed, and was ſpoken of, in conſequence, in terms of 
the higheſt applauſe, by the commanding: officer of the poſt. 
Aſter the evacuation was determined upon, he became the 
means of ſaving ſome valuable artillery and ſtores, and cheer- 
fully undertook, as volunteer, the hazardous operation of 
| © blowing 
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hope 
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Forr 


ala to magazine, &c,- without the apparatus uſual. -· 
ij provideſ upon ſuch. occaſions. I muſt further add in 
nonſieur Du Pleflis* favor, that he poſſeſfes à degree of 
modeſty not always bound in mem who have performed 
brillant actions. It is with pleaſure thereſone that F rerom- 

mend it to Congreſs to graut him a brevet of lieutenant . oolo- 
nel a rewurd due to his merit, ahd Which will not have the 
„ e any diſlatisfuction ne 2 01 
to which he belongs. de of $910 79h ee 


As ſome particular as have 1 monſieur 


Du Pleſſis waiting upon Congreſs ſooner, I hope there will 
be uo difleulty in antedating the brevet, ſo that the recom- 
penſe may more immediately: follow the fervices which he has 
done: At the fame time, that there may not be any uneaſi> 
neſs on the part of monſieur Fleury whom Congreſs have 
been pleaſed to rewrard in the ſame way, and as their times 
of ſervice are nearly equal in France, I would' propoſe that 
monſteur Du Pleſſis brevet ſhould bear the _ onde 


the twenty - ſixth of November. 
have the honor to be, &. bang 167% GN 
SM, 1 0 153 + Falley-Forge, Fanuary 31 1770 


IHAVE been honored with your ſeveral fa vors of 


the fourteenth, nineteenth, twenty-ſecond and twenty - fifth in- 


ſtant, in due order, with their incloſures, which thall have 


my attention. My application in preparing and digeſting 
matters ſor the confideration of the committee-who are now 
in camp prevented me acknowledging them before. —The 
packet for governor Livingſton,” which accompariied the firſt 
two, I tranſmitted him the next day by a r and 
hope it got ſafe to him. 


The incloſed copy of a letter and . from 1 | 


Forman I would take the liberty of laying” before Congreſs. 
—Supplying the army with ſalt is a watter'of infinite im- 


portance j and if it can be accompliſhed, it ts der much to 


Q 2 "1d ira An. - be 


2 OFFICIAL LETTERS. 227 


—_  _ — r I — — — 2 _ 
- — ——— 


| 
| 


—— - OO — — — — pw—— — — 
— _ K 9 — —üä—ᷓ—ñ — — 
= as * _ — 
— — 
— 2 2 o — 
- - — — - 


- - — —ä— 


46 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


de deſired,—How, far general Forman may ſucgeed in his 
experichents, I cannot determine: but, from every account, 
there is a favorable proſpect of his manufacturing a con- 
ſiderable quantity of this neceſſary and eſſential article. —For 
the greater ſecurity of the works againſt the eneaty's tenders, 
&c, he prays to be furniſhed with a guard of fifty. men. His 
requiſition, is ſubmitted to Congreſs ; and they will be pleaſ. 
ed ta determine upon it in ſuch manner as they may think 
proper.— I have the honor to nk tees nin f * W. 


Sia, ; * wy | 3 3 177. 
Ty MN . +++ whims} ind bs hegen qo recein 
your fan of the twenty-eventh, with the copies alluded to, 


—As che proceedings of Congreſs in this inſtante ſeem to 


imply that our unfortunate people in the hands of the enemy 
are to be victualled by us, I have only o wiſh that the ſup- 
plies may be conſtant and plentiful. I have tranſmitted your 
letter to Mr. Boudinot who is out of camp, and have requeſt 
ed his moſt pointed attention to the buũneſs. I have alſo 
written to general Howe upon the occaſion, and incloſed 
him one of the copies.—In my next I ſhall take the liber 
of tranſmitting you a copy of my letter to him on this head, 
and of ſome others which have lately paſſed between us. 

I have the honor to be, & . | G. W. 
P. 8. I with a ſupply of money to be ſent as ſoon as poſi 
ble. Our diſtreſſes for want of it are not eaſily to be de- 
ſeribed. What Mr. Palfrey brought with him was not ſuf- 
cient to pay the troops for November, by two hundred and 
| fGifty or three hundred thouſand dollars. The demands wen 
immenſe, moſt of the eaſtern troops having had four or fit 
months' pay due to them, and ſome, more. The army nov 
in general has three. months' pay in arrear, excluſive of tht 
month's extra pay; and, beſides this, the quarter-maſter 5 
preſſing for large draughts for the purpoſes of his depar- 
ment, though he has received a proportion of the. mone 
- which came with ar. Palirey. 
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> PHAVE been a tal vt wit your fer a ch 
dats 9s add. r AX” leg 
Ie genere 'MDougal's late ſevere illneſs and preſent fer 
ble fate" win not permit bim to proceed on the intended ex- 
eurbon into Cantda, dee De Kalb will che the marquis 
agreeable to his wiſh and the direction of Congreſs. 0 


liberty of tranſmitting you copies of ſueh nave ware lately 
paſſed between general Howe and myſelf. © 
February 12 Since writing the above, 1 
another letter from general Howe, of the fifth inſtant, a copy 
of which, and of my anſwer, you have alſo incloſed. By 
theſe you will perceive that he has propoſed a general ex- 
change of priſoners, and chat I have acceded to it.—l have 
written to Mr. Bowdinot, commiſſary in this line, requiring 
his return to camp; and ſhall give him directions to purſue 
the moſt ſpeedy meaſures for accompliſhing this buſineſs, ſo 
intereſting to the unhappy officers and men in general Howe's 
hands, and to the cauſe of humanity. There are ſome other 
matters, as you will diſcover, which I could not enter upon. 
The ſituation of the affairs of che army has not till lately 
made it convenient togo into the inquiry directed by the reſolve 
of the twenty eighth of November, of the loſſes of the Forts 
Montgomery and Clinton in the {tate of New-York, and of 
Fort-Mifflin on Delaware. With reſpect to the two former, it 
happens that almoſt all the principal officers acting in that 
quarter were in ſome way or other ſo far concerned in the 
affair, as to make them improper for proſecuting the inquiry. 
[therefore propoſe to fend officers from this army, If his 
health will permit, 1 ſhould wiſh general M*Dougal to pre- 
vide. His thorough knowledge of thoſe poſts and all their 
connexions qualifies him in a peculiar anner for the pur- 
poſe.I have written to him on the ſubject. 
With reſpect to Fort - Mifflin, the inquiry involves very 
Q 3 45. extenſive 
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According to the promiſe eotained in my lad, I take e 
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extenſive conſiderations, and, more or leſs, aFeQs almoſt 
all the general-officers ĩn this army, whoſe advice and con. 
currencę in the, meaſures, taken make them in ſome degree 


parties. The mode, in my, @pipion, maſt untexceptionable io 


be-purſned,, is for Congreis to authoriſe, a, committee of their 
own body or tg delegate any, other perſons they may chuſe 
to entruſt. nat gommected with the operations rn to 
8⁰ into the huſineſs. d525b ach bore cf; 1:5 9d 2; 
February 14. U Vous ſoreral favors.of — and that 
of the eiglich· inſtant, were duly receiyed yeſterday evening, 
—As ſoon as circumſtances will, aflmit, I ſhall . appoint a 
tourt · martial in the caſe directed, and ſhall notify the parties 
concerned of the ſame. The cath, which Congreſs have 
preſcribed ta bo taken; by the officers of the army ſhall pub- 
liſh in general orders, and the mode how. it is to be done, 
with directions about the certificates, I ſhall extend colonel 
Dyer's ſurlough to the firſt of ere 1 


80 e e 474 ee, Mt bas, 143 01/47 Gre W. 
65 13 ene ebe et. fn 
ſ — — 
22 5 ie 4195. 14 »£ TY > 12 QUE An n 
4 44 * Head: Quareers, e. 7d. og 198. 


1 3þ eee acknowledge the honor of your ſeveral 
favors of the eighteenth. ninetrenthꝭ and twenty · firſt inſtant, 
which, * their reſpective ROS e Wr re- 
ceived. to 25201, 2: 
In compliance with the _— of Cate of as fifth 
inſtant, tranſmitted.in your letter/of the ſeventh, I was about 
to take meaſures for appointing a court- martial and bringing 
on the trials which they direct. But on recurring to the pa- 
pers you were pleaſed to ſend me, I do not find that the 
committee have made any particular charges againſt the of- 
ficers who are to be the ohjects of trial. It was probably the 
intention of Congreſs that theſe, charges ſhould be laid by me. 
But as I might err in doing it, and not fully correſpond with 
their views in the/matter,-eſpecially as it would require con- 
pm tine eus thought to! make. wyſelf ſuficiently ac 
quainted 


7 
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wit it from the papers collected, I ſhould think it 
would be mbſt adviſublo for Congreſs to ſtate explicitly che 
charges they with to have exhibited againſt the officerꝭ re- 
— buſineſs may be proceeded on wich 
ptoprietye ys 47 * G44) 2 220219 1 *. OP 10 119001 
+ Beſides the above reaſoni Which operate-generally againſt 


netul Schay ler, it is impothble for me to do it, as I do not 
uo wh inſthuctions he had received from Congreſs from 
time to time as to the obigcts of his command, nor preciſely 
what the ſe ware · Theſe appear to me rieceflary to be known, 
and eſſential to carry om a proſecution againſt lim. 
When Oongreſe ſhall have arranged theſe points, and are 


pleaſed to honor me with them, I will purſue the ſpeedieſt 


meaſures to bring on the trials —The ſooner this can be 
done, the better, as hevoftc pinieripronncacly W 
and ſtrongly impottune ii.. 
Baron Steuben has arrived at camp. He appears to be much 
of a gentleman, and; as far as I have had an opportunity of 
judging, a man ane e and er with 
the world. 914427 6 le 
TheincloſedextraR of 1 Fes * 8 will 
ſhew-how great the diſtreſſes are in that quarter for want of 
money. He has deſcribed their neceflities ſo fully, that it is 
unneceſſary for me to add upon the ſubject: 1 ſhall only ob- 
ſerve that his account is more than juſtified by many other 
letters, and that I am perſuaded the earlieſt poſſible ſupply 
will be forwarded, that the very impor:ant and intereſting; 
works carrying on there may not be the leaſt retarded. __ 
I Fam under ſome embarraſſments reſpecting the thirteenth. 
Virginia regiment, . It was raiſed! on the weſt, ſide of the, 
Allegany and towards Pittsburg. with aſſurances from, the 
officers, it is ſaid, that the men ſhould. not be drawn from 
that quarter. This circumſtance, added to the diſturbances, 
by the Indians, and the expoſed ſituation of their families, 
has * the cauſe. of great deſertions, and is at preſent the, 
2 ſouree 


oy exhidiling'ths chargear-in the pariicukir inflance of ge. 
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foutce of much uncaſineſs, and the more ſo, as part of the 
regiment ' was Beyer | marched | from thence, I think the 
| groſs to direct me upon the ſubject. At the ſame time that 
| their caſe, if truly repreſented, ſeems to be hard, and to me- 
rit: the indulgence they claim. I would abſervs that the 
twelfth regiment from the weltern parts of the ſame ſtate, 
and the eighth and twelfth Pennſylvania from the frontier 
counties of this, have ſimilar pretenfans, and might become 
uneaſy, and apply for a like indulgence,» 26. - 
Agreeable to the directiana of Congreſs, I ſhall fend a 
major-general to Rhode-Ifland, though the number of officers 
here of this rank, from one cauſe and anothef, is great- 
by gorges wed more ſo ohne eg 
policy. „ gg o 285 | 
Our loſs of e the un compmigns in killed and 
wennled was conſiderable ; and it has not been a little in- 
creaſed this winter by deſertions from | colonel Procter's 
corps. From theſe circumſtances, we are very eak in this 
line; and I requeſt that Congreſs. will be pleaſed to order 
colonel Harriſon's regiment of artillery to march from Vir - 
ginia as early as the roads r 


n be, &c. #433 3:41 $4 Y 4 „G. W. 
Six, | 1 Vall hure, March 1, 1778. 


| I TAKE. the liberty of tranſmitting you copies of 
_ three letters from general Howe, of the fourteenth and twen- 
ty-farſt ultimo, and of the ſecond inſtant, with their incloſures. 
be unhappy violation of the flag of truce has laid us un- 
der no {mall embarraſſments, and has afforded the enemy good 
grounds for-complaint-and triumph at the ſame time, This 
however is the natural conſequence, and myſt ever. be the 
caſe, where different powers counteract each other in mate 


ters of the moſt delicate importance. There are ſome Cir- 


ene which it may poſibiy be in 
tis 


Y \ 
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the power of Congreſs ro crow light by rakes? x 
mall be obliged by their affiſtance, 1 1 07 2: 050958 249 
- March 8. -In conſequence of the letters whict have tanidy 
of the fifth; anditench- ultimo, copies of which I had the ho- 
hor to tranſmit yu in mine of the eighth, contiaued to the 
| fourteenth,—1 was about to ſend commiſſioners to meet thoſe 
between us, carrying into execution an exchange of priſoners, 
and improving the old cartel, us fur as it might be practie- 
able, for their better accommodation in future. This meeting 
was to be on thetenth inſtant: but, yeſterday morning, Dun- 
lap's paper of the fourth being put into my hands, I found 
that a reſolution had been made the twenty ſixth of February, 
calling for all accounts againſt priſoners in our hands, and 
declaring that no exchange ſhould" take place, till the ba- 
lance due thereon to the United States is diſcharged. Some 
of the ſtates are not required to exhibit their claims till tho 
firſt of Jun The time that would be taken to adjuſt them, 
and make a delivery of the priſoners, wn. more e 
bauſt all the enſuing ſummer, | 
 Thisveſojution I cannot conſider as an intended rnfrution 
of my engagements with general Howe: yet its operation-is 
diametrically oppoſite both to the ſpirit and letter of the pro. 
poſitions made on my part, and acceded to on his. I ſup- 
poſed myſelf fully authoriſed “ by the inſtructions and in- 
' tentions*” of Congreſs w act as I did: and I now goneeive 
that the public as well as my own perſonal honor n 
ure pledged for the performance. . 
By the direction of Congreſs, I in the firſt inſtance . 
lated with general Howe an exchange of priſoners, — officer 
tor officer, of equal rank, ſoldier for ſoldier, — and citizen 
for cinen. This agreement they have ever approved, and 
repeatedly declared their willingneſs to carry into execution, 
Their reſolution of the twenty-fourth of March laſt em- 
powered me (on — of general Lee being declared ex. N | 
Wan 8 | 
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ers according to the principles uiid regulatidns of the cartel 
before agreed on, but alſo ta enter into ſuch! further princi- 
ples ad regulations aviſhould:appear:ta:me-moſk proper and 
adyantageabs. i{Adfubſequent reſolution f the ſecch of June 
reaſonings an the.negbtiationsabout; that time on the ſubject, 
and. directs an adberence to them. No event has occurred 
ſince that period, by which I;could conclude there was any 
alteration in the views of. Congteſs -i far froin it. that all 
my late letters breathing the ſame ſpirit with the fokmer, and 
pointedly igniſy ing my wiſſi to bring about a general ex- 
change, ii not with. an enpteſs at leaſt met with a tacit ap- 
probation.Genaral Howe at length, by proſeſhon, if not 
in reality, is willing :to:perform the agreemont/on the condi⸗ 
| tions required by me, and confirmed by them. 2 rent 
It may be ſdid, that, with whatever powers I was origin- 
ally veſted to negotiatean exchange, the reſolution of the nine- 
teenth of Deceraber: laſt was an abridgment of tem, ſo far 
as to annex à new condition. the ſettlement und payment 
of accounts previous to its taking place. I had no 'coriceps 
tion of this being the caſe in the preſent inſtance; however 
the letter may warrant the conſtruction. Beſides the common 
principle of preventing the inconveniences neceſſarily reſulting 
ſrom allowing the enemy to make their payments in paper 
currency, I had reaſon» to imagine that general Burgoyne's 
army was more particularly the object of the concluding 
clauſe, This interpretation I the more readily adopted]; for, 
excluſive of the affairs of that army, &venly believed, that, 
from the confuſed defective ſtate of our accounts relating to 
| priſoners, there would be a confiderable balance in favor of 
Mr. Howe. Nor was the ſituation of our accounts the only 
reaſon for this belief :—tHe- priſoners-4n-our: hands, eſpecially 
thoſe weſtward of the Delaware, as I am-informed, have 
been in a great meaſure ſupported · by their aww{labor,/and at 
the expenſe of the . who have had agents conſtantly 


1 among 
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ee dt. th reaſon of th relays 7 
applying: the effect ought not ol courſe, to 
But ;perhaþs, it. may be thought. — our i 

w go into an exchange, as the enemy would derive moro. 
immediate; advantage from it than we ſhould.— This I thall 
not deny: but it appeared to me, that, on principles of ge- 
nuine, extenſive policy, independent of the conſiderations of 
elude it. I have the beſt evidence that an event of this kind 
is the general wiſh of the country knoꝙ ãt to be the with. 
of the army; and no one can doubt chat it is the ardent with: 
of the unhappy ſufferers, themſelves. Mie need only ον ut 
the tide of humanity, and the ſympathies natural to thoſe con- 
nected by the cements of blood, intereſt, and a gommõn. 
dread of eyil, to be convinced that the prevailing current of 
| ſentiment demands an-exchange. If the country, the amy, 
and even che priſonets themſelves, had a preciſę ĩdea of our 
circumſtances, and could be fully ſenſible of the diſadvan- 
tages chat might attend the giving our enemy a conſiderable 
reipforcemept without having an equivalent, they might per- 
haps be willing to make a ſacrifice of theit feelings to the 
motives of policy. But they have not this knowledge, and 
cannot be entruſted wich it ;; and their reaſonings, n | 
ſity,, will be governed by what they feel. 
Mere an opinion once to be eſtabliſhed (and the Arendt 
and their emiſſaries know very well how to inculcate.1it;.if 
they are furniſhed with a plauſible pretext), that we deſigned- 
ly avoided an exchange, —it would be a cauſe of diſſatisfac- 
tion and diſguſt to the country and to the army,. of reſent 
ment and deſperation to our captive officers and ſoldiers; 
to ſay nothing of the importante of not hazarding our national 
character but upon the, moſt ſolid grounds, eſpecially in our 
embryo ſtate, from the influence it may have on our affairs 
abroad, it may not be a little dangerous to beget i in the minds 
of our own. countrymen a ſuſpicion that we do not pay the 

ſtricteſt obſervange to the max ims gf honor and good faith,” 
| It 


» 
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is prudent to ufe che greateſt caution not to ſhock the 
| motions of general juſtice and humanity, univerfal among 


memkind, as well in a public as a private view. In a buſi. 
neſs on the fide of which the paſfions t ſo much eoncerned 


0 in the preſei men would be readily Afpoſed to believe 
the: worſt; and cheriſu the moſt 'unfavorale conalnſions. 
Were ide letters that have paſſed between general Howe and 


myſelf from firſt to laſt, and the proceedinigs of Congreſs on 


tho ſame ſubject, to be publiſhed with proper comments, it is 
much to be feared; —if the exchunge ſhould be deferred till the 


terms of the laſt reſolve were fulfilled; —that it-would' be dif. 


fut t prevent our being generally accuſed with a breach 
of good faith. Pethaps it might be faid, that, while che 
enemy reſuſod us juſtice, we fondly embraced the opportu- 
nity eo be loud, perſevering, inceſſunt in our claims; but the 
moment they were willing to render it, we receded from 
ourſelves, and ſtarted tiew difficulties—This, I ſ#y, might 
be the reaſoning of ſpeculative minds; and they might con- 

fider all our-profeſſions ns mere proſeſſions; or, at beſt, that 
N eee ee agen their va- 
lidty.' 06:6 e 20 . 


| hates (eden as 
nerve our operations, by diminiſhing that reſpe& and confi- 


dence which are eſſential to be placed in thoſe who are at the 
Nad f #fairs either in the civil or military line. This, ad- 


ad to the profpe&t of hopeleſs captivity, would be a great 


difcouragement to the ſervice.” The ill conſequences of both 
would be immetife, —by increaſing the'cauſes of diſcontent in 


the army, which are already too numerous, and many of 


_ which'are in a great meaſure unavoidable, by fortifying 


that unwillingnefs which already appears too great, towards 
entering into the ſervice, and of courſe impeding the -pro- 
greſs both of draughting and recruiting, by dejecting the 


tourage of the foldiefy, from an apprehenfion of the horrors 


of captivity; — and ſ nally by reducing thoſe, whoſe lot it is to 


| 1 — 


by 
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captors. ' Theſe effects have 1 deen r 
part from the obſtacles that have lain in the way of enchan- 
ges: but if theſe obſtacles were once to ſeem che reſult ot 
ſyſtem, they would become ten- ſold . Nothing has operated 
moro diſagrerably upon the minds of the tnilitia than the fear 
of captivity, on the footing it has hitherto ſtood. What 
CC e Pcs NEE UN 
* a worſe? 1 
. 
— — take pluce. The 
conſtitution of our army in reſpect to the term of ſervice 
us in exchanges, and forbid an equality of advantages. 
Should it be ſaid chat there are times when it migtit be moro 
peculiarly unequal and injurious, and that the preſont is ſuch 
on account of the weak condition of our army,. anſwer 
that the delay neceſſarily involved in the previous negotia- 
tion on the ſubject, in delivering the priſoners from time to 
time in ſmall numbers and receiving others in their ſtead, 


and the mode of delivery at different places, will nearly bring 


the matter to the point we could wiſh, and give us leifure to 


reinforce this army (if it is to be done at all), ſo as to obvi- 


ate in a great meaſure the ill conſequences apprehended; _ 
But if the argument of intereſt on a partial ſcale be purſued 
as far as it will go, not only the general conſideration thrown 
out above, but ſpecial ones appoſite to every ſituation, will 
pteſent themſelves, that we ought not to exchange: —now 
we ought not, becauſe our army is weak Shen the ſeaſon 
is more-advanced, and it is time for the campaign to open 


we ought not, becauſe our army may be ſtrong, and it will | 


be our buſineſs. to avail ourſelves of our own ſtrength and 


the. enemy's weakneſs, to ſtrike ſome deciſive blow !—if they, 
by the protection of their ſhipping and impregnable works, 
| ſhould be able to battle our attempts till the period of rein- 


— 
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ſorcements from Europe arrive, it will ſurely then not be out 
intereſt to add numbers and ſtrength to an enemy already 
ſuſhciencly numerous and ſtrong 1 Thus, by a parity: of 
reaſoning, the golden ra will never come Which is- to 


rebieve the miſeries of captivity: Our ſervice / muſt become 


odious'; thoſe. who are but of it will endeaor to keep ſo; 
and thoſe who are in it will with to get out of it: every pri- 
ſouet the enemy makes will — EE Ic 
to a rigorous and deſpairing confinement. © 

If ve do not ſeize — th 


neceſſities of the enemy preſs them to reaſonable terms, to 
form and eſtabliſh'a liberal. cartel, it is not impoſſible, in the 


viciſhtudes and reverſes of war, that a time may come when 
ly impel che enemy to decline it, except on the moſt une qual 
conditions. True policy, as Bee, nen e 
nion, binds us to improve the occaſion. dt Teilen 
There are however een te 


conduct, which require explanation, and ought to put us 
upon our guard. ] determined to make the affair of citi- 


zens,—viz, to procure an exemption from captivity. for them, 
if poſſible, or, if not, (ſince it cannot now be demanded as a 
matter of right) to fix their exchangeability upon the eaſieſt 


and moſt unequivocal foundation,—an indiſpenſable prelimi- 


nary to any further procedure; and at the ſame time to ſecure 


de exchange of general Lee and all other officers who have 


n. particular objects of exception. | 
Tube interview intended between general Howe's commiſ- 


5 eee our part on the tenth inſtant is no poſt- 


poned. I cannot doubt that Congreſs, in preſervation of 
the public faith and my perſonal honor, will remove all im- 
pediments that now oppoſe themſelves to my engagements, 


| and that they will authoriſe me, through commiſſioners ap- 
pointed for the purpoſe, to negotiate a more extenſive and 


competent cartel, upon ſuch principles as may appear advan- 
tageous and founded in — W heretofore 


Semen. to 
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to the contrary notwithſtanding ;"and I muſt requeſt that 
nah on their anſwer / _—_ ———— | 
tage? '© 92064345 34 25077 1) 2004750 n 
The work, 3 will dedifficult. EO | 
are concerned;' whoſeintereſts are more than oppoſite in a 
common view. We ſhall endeavor to act ſot the beſt, and 
to promote the publiegſervice as far as poſſible, though we 
may not be able to anf wer the expectations of all. But it 
ſhould be remembered, that, although general Hqwe's want 
of men affords a proſpect of favorable terms, yet he will not 
be diſpoſed to ſacrifice to it all conſiderations of general ad- 
vantage in a contract of ſuch a nature; and it is. not even to 
be hoped that it en take e 
benefit. 5 rh. 
I perſuade myſelf that the bende have taken m delivers i 
ing my ſentiments ſo fully upon this occaſion will readily be 
excuſed, as it proceeds from a deſir to place the motives of 
my conduct in a juſt point of view, and from an opinion of 
duty that led me to a free diſcuſſion of a ſuhject, which, con-; 
ſidered in all its lights, will appear to comprehend ooh. 
quences of the firſt delicacy and magnitude. 
I have the honor to be, &c. ; Wh G. W. | 


+2 


Sin, , Head-Quarters, Palley-Forge, March 9, 1778. 

_ I HAVE been this, day fayored with yours of the 
twenty-ſeventh of February, and of the ſecond, chird, and 
fourth inſtant; which I ſhall anſwer in their order 

The removal of ſo valuable a train of field artillery from 
Albany to Farmington, as to a place of greater ſecurity, was 
certainly a meaſure; highly proper; and you may be aſſured 
that every precaulion ſſiall be taken to eſcort them ſafely 
through: Jerſey to. this camp. when it is thought adviſable 
to bring them hither.- - Hr 9d ifs V u non 

. You miſtook the intent of mine of the eee 
| bruary, I did not mean to give yau'the.traukde of making a 
2913 j return. 
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return- of the Britiſh officers who. were: exchanged-after the 
convention... General Reideſcl, as L inſormed you,! wrote to 


me to obtain liberty for him to make an exchange of ſome of 
his ſuite and other foreign officers; as that liberty had been 
allowed to the Britiſh, I did not qhuſe to give him any au- 


ſwer until I had applied to you, that I might know whether 


you had any reaſon for making ſuch diſtinRion: and as you 


miſapprehended me, I ſhall ſtill de obliged to defer anſwering 
him till L hear from you. I think, conſidering the great num. 
ber of officers of ours who are in captivity, it ĩs our intereſt 
to exchange as many of their ry) TE: under the 
convention, as we can. 


. Commiſſioners from me i 3 nd general 


os on the thirty-firſt of this month, to endeavor to ſettle 


2 general exchange of priſoners. Until we know the iſſue of 
the negotiation, it will be hardly worth while to alter the fi- 
tuation of the priſoners in Lancaſter county. 


On the twenty-ſeventh of February l had occafion to write 
to Cangreſs, on the ſubject of yours of the third. It was oc- 


caſionod by a repreſentation from the colonel of the thirteenth 


Virginia regiment” which was raiſed (as colonel M*Kay's 
and Cook's were) to remain upon the frontier. Were this 
the caſe with only one regiment, I ſhould not heſitate, con- 
ſidering the face of affairs to the weſtward, to order it imme- 
diately to Fort-Piu or the neighborhood. But the eighth 


and twelfth Pennfylvania, and the twelfth and thirteenth Vir- 
| ginaa, all claim the ſame right; and if the indulgence is grant- 
eld to one, the others will * and to ſpare them 


all at this lime is impoſſible, 
To regain eee is cortabuly 


very defirable thing; and the mode you point out is the moſt 
_ probable. Bur I fear, if thoſe men who are now here find that 


the deſertets are not to be brought down-to join their regi- 


.ments in camp, that they may be induced to go off, in hopes 
of obtaining the ſame terms. I confeſs/I am much embarraſſ- 


WW glad to have the 


N62 11 2 advice 
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alrce and aiſtance_ of Congreſs and the board upon the 
ſubjeRt, before I come to any determination, It is an evil 
that will ever reſult from enliſtments for local purpoſes, 
when it is not convenient to abide by the agreement. | 0 

I tall immediately tranſmit the N e. 
of the fourth, to general Howe. | 
1 have the honor to be, Nc. W. 


P. 8. c 
haye drawn clothing from the clothier- general, not being 
entitled to it,—I ſhall be glad, if any applications are made 

to the board in future, that they will never give orders to 
any hut ſuch as bring teſtimonials from the brigadier or of- 
ficer commanding the brigade they belong to Some who 
. TO: 


. ede 


su, n | lie Here FT, 12, 1008... 


N funday Ale 1 had de honor to receive your fa- 
rors of the firſt and fifth inflaat; with-their incloſures.”  _ 
1 am happy to find that my paſt conduct reſpecting citi- 
zens, in the correſpondence between general Howe and my-. 
ſelf, is approved by Congreſs. | They may reſt aſſured that 
their rights are ſtrongly impreſſed on my mind: und that, 
in all my tranſactions, every ſupport in my power ſhall be 
given them. I know their importance; and, in my expected 
negotiations with general Howe, if poſſible, I will exempt 
citzens from captivity, However I cannot hope to effect it, 
as I cannot demand it as a matter of right, ſince Congreſs 
themſelyes, in their original reſolve, ditecting a propoſition 
to be made for the exchange of priſoners, mentioned that of 
citizens,—-which implied a right of capturing them. 
They may alſo be aſſured that general Lee will not be for- ; 
gotten." Tie has all along been a principal. object in diſpute : | 
and, ſo far from doing any thing injurious to him, his right to 
"AO GO En ie 
Vor- Il. | upon 
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upon the moſt explicit, unambiguogs footing, — Indeed, from 
4% tet of gbilefit oe Nen Ge e Bien, dure 
is agreement t6 eularge tlie officers on parole in the firſt in- 
Rance, and is extenſion of jt in the jaſt to an exchange,— 
chough rity ie wot free from ambiguitics, —j may be iner 
red, that, on ſending in licutenant-cplonel Campbell and the 
Man field-officers captured at Trenton, an exchange of all 
officers will immediately commence. It ſeems to be a point 


with him iat it {all begin with them, as ' they have been 


langeſt in'captivit—T have taken the liberty to Hictofe you 
copies of dee Ieitets'which Have Juſt paſſed betweet genera 
Howe and myſelf; more partictlarly 'concernirig general Lee, 
in Which L have puſhed matters" reſpecting him as far as! 
thought it prudent at tliis time. Every precaution will cer- 
teinly be tiſeck to prevent the enemy gaining any advantage in 
the exchange of priſoners 

With great deference, I would take the liberty to obſerye 
that\Congreſs ſeetti to have carried the preamble of their re- 
ſolve: of the twenty-fixth ulticho, prohibiting" che enliſting 
&c, priſoners and deſerters, toofar; and, through” accident, 
to have recireda ſact chat has never happened (at leaſt to my 


knowledge), ahl which is injurious to us,. via, that priſon- 


em had been enliſted by us. If any have, it is what I never 
Knew. However, be this as it may, if the reſolution has 
not been publiſhed, I could wiſh the preamble to be altered, 
and only to reelte, „ that experterice, & e, in deferters” only. 
The reſolution itſelf may ſtand as it does, comprehending a 

prohibition againſt theenliſtmenr of both. molt en 
My reafon for-tronbling Congreſs upon this occaſion is, 
e have ul ways complained againſt general Howe, and ſtill 
do, for obliging or permitting the priſoners in his hands to 
enliſt, as an unwarrantable procedure;/and wholly repugnant 
tothe ſpirit at leaſt of the cartel. This preamble ſeems to 
adimit the pructles on our part, which:wovld certainly juſtiſy 
it an him, and! is ſuch evidence as muſt Hence us in future 
(Mould it tand), and afford him = opportunity fortyecrimi- 
| nation, — 


| a = 


E we wa, ws . 
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beriet LEriERs oy 
tn = Meg, a> 1 have ſuggeſted, I believe no prifoners 
Kb GI dern nia vy ws, 

cvingulfiod. | . * 

I hae the pleaſure to nia Td X bat 
from captain Barty, which will inform You of his ſucceſſes. 
Thi two” hips he Vutned after ſtripping mem; and lie was 
obliged, it Teetys, ry days efter the capture, to ground and 
abindof the ſckooner, after a long and ſevere engagement with | 
ſothe of the e enemy's frigates and.” ſmaller armed veſſels, —lt 
is faid be ſaved her guns and moſt of her tackle. - 

1 alfo take the liberty to lay before "Congreſs copies of 
letters from meſſicurs Champion, Wadſworth, and 
From che uniformity of fentiment held forth by theſe pay | 
deten, it is much to be feared the meaſures lately adopted | 
by the cothmifioners at New-haven, for regulating the. 
prices of ptovifion, will have a difagreeable effef upon our. 
ſupplies of meat, —How far it may be praQticable to ſuſ- 
petid their operation for a tine, I cannot determine! but, if 
it ran be done, it appears we ſhould experience many advan -- 
rages from it. It is a matter of great importance i and, as. 
loch, is fubmitted to Congreſs for their conſideration.—If 
airy thing can be done to procure ſupplies of proviſion, par- 
ticulafly of the ſalt Kind, I ſhould u and am perſuaded, 
it will not be omitted. _ 

T ave the honor to be, ke. Te * W. 
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Ae eta . 6 5 
Sin, Head- 2 March 14. 1778. 


THIS will be preſented to you by count Pulaſki, / 
who, from a conviction that his remaining at the head >. 
the cavalry was a conſtant ſubject of uneaſineſs to the prin· 
cipal officers of that corps, has been induced to reſign his. 
command. Waving a minute inquiry into the cauſes of dit. 
atisfaQtion,—which may be reduced perhaps de he diſadyan- . 
tages under which he labored, as a ſtranger not well IN 
nn and manners of this ooun· 

RA try, 
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try,—it may be ſufficient to obſerve that the degree of her- 
mony which is inſeparable from the well-being and conſequent 
utility of a corps, has not ſublifled in the cavalry fince his 
appointment, and that the moſt effectual as wall as the caſieſ 
remedy is that which be has generouſly applied. — | 
The count however, far from being diſguſted 1 with the ſer 


vice, is led by his thirſt of glory, Hs for the cauſe of i. 


berty, to ſolicit farther employment, and Waits upon Con- 
gres to make fis propolals. They are briefly that he be al- 
lowed to raiſe an independent corps compoſed of ſtxty- eight 


| horſe and two hundred foot, —the horſe to be armed with 
lances, and the foot equipped in the manner of light infantry. 


The former he thinks he can 61! with natives of good 
character and worthy the truſt in them. With reſpect 


to the other, he is defirous of more latitude, fo as to have 
liberty of engaging priſoners and deſerters from the enemy. 


The original plan for the lance-men was to have draughted 
them from the regiments of horſe, But, as this method 


would produce a claſhing of intereſts and perhaps occaſion | 


new diſturbances, the count prefers having a corps totally 
unconnected with any other. My. advice to him, therefore, 
ts to enliſt his number of cavalry with the continental boun- 
ty, : and, if it ſhould be found conſonant to the views of Con- 
girſs to allow his railing the number propoſed over and above 
the eſtabliſhment for the horſe, then he would have them on 
the footing of an independent corps: if not, he might at all 


events have them as draughts; and in n 


no ground for complaint. .— 

With regard to the infantry, which the count eſteems ef. 
ſential to the ſucceſs of the cavalry, 1 bave informed him 
eat the enliſting deſerters and priſoners is prohibited by a 
late reſolve of Congreſs How far Congrels might be in- 
clitied to make an exception, and licenſe the engaging priſon- 
efs in à particular detached corps, in which ſuch characters 


may be admitted with leſs danger than * & in the 


line, —! cannot undertake to — ani 
*[1, V3 8, 13 8133 7651 Le LIST EA 1 21 "Tz h 
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Thie way to ah that the oscar, de ind OE seen 
WMbctafioris have done Hint great bohor; and, from a per- 


ſuafion, that, by being leſs expoſed to the inconveniences which 
hs har Hitherts experienced, he will render great ſervices 


in his applicativn.—1 have che homo do be; N. G. W. 
F S. 1 ic to be underſtood that che Eunt 'expeRs to re- 
tin his fänk as brigadier, and, I thinks is entitled to it froth 
kis general character and particular eee ths 
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J 221830: 15. can: 
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Ry 0 eee — March 16. 1778. 
THAVE the honor to tranſmit you's letter from go- 


er to me for my perufal und 


confiferation. — The inconvenience he mentions, as reſulting 
from tlie reſolve reſpecting the appointment of a command- 
ant for Forts Montgomery and Clinton, requires to be ob- 
viated." 1 do not conceive it to have been the defign of 
Congreſs to make the command of thoſe forts altogether diſ- 
ũnct and independent on the general command of the poſts 
in that quarter; but only to oy, ee agony 
who ſhould have the immediate charge of them. 

There is ſuch an incimate connexion between Wi hart ani 


the other poſts and paſſes in the Highlands and their vicinity,” 


that it is neceſſary for one officer to have the ſuperin- 


le of the whole, and to be anſwerable for 
If chis were not to be the caſe, but the command were 


4 


tial fo their preſervation and to the common purpoſes of de- 
ned. The affigning a fixed number of men to the gar- 
riſons would not remove this inconvenience; for the co-ope- 
rition would ſtill be neceſſaty. But if it were otherwiſe, I 
ſhoold not think the meafure adviſable, becauſe we do nõt 
kay what number of men we may have in the field next 

. | X 3 campaign; 


with ſich a command as he aſks ſor, T wiſh'hitn to ſucceed 


vided, there might want that co-operation between 
the gdrriſons and the troops without, which might be eſſen- 


— 
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campaign i and. the number. fax the defence. of the Highlands 
muſt be propaztioned to the general nb: wan ores 
CC thab anmbet: v1 ou oo ny 
On theſe conſiderations, having, ardered ge dera Dang 
da rephir; to che Highlands to aſſume the chief command 
thorg I have compachended.the, forts; among the other ob · 
jects of his, truſh , in the diſchærzefaf hich, Lam perfuaded 
he will manifeſt adequate, cal and, ability. But as the re. 
Aye in, queſtion..affords, room fon doubt, it, wil}. be proger 
to have it explained, ſo as more explicitly to aſcertain the in- 
tention of Congrels. ; 
I am perfectly in ſentiment with governor Clinton on the 
propriety of draming the troops, from the noxthw ard to,xein- 
farce and carry on the works in the Highlapds., From every 
thing can, learn, there ſeems, to, ber no proſe; of proſe- 
cutingithe intended expedition into, Canada. If ſa, I appre · 
hend it. can anſxęr no valuable end to. keep body, af troops 
in and about Albany. In che preſent circumſtances of Ca- 
nada, little is to be dreaded thence: the enemy, in all pro- 
bability, will be well ſatisfied to act on the defenſire, with- 
qut. riſking, the conſequences, of an attempt, againſt us. A 
proper. garriſon at Fort-Schuyler, and a 2 ſmall party by way 
of guard at Albany, with the wilitia of the country: that, may 
be. occaGoyally, drawn together, will he. a ſuffclent ſecurity 
againſt the inroads of the enemy from. Canada, or the depre- 
dations of the neighboring Indians, ſuppoſing there were any 
of the tribes whoſe diſpoſitions were {till actively hoſtile not- 
withſtanding, our late northern ſucceſſes,—which, is, by no 
means a; natural ſuppoſition. — All the men, more than are 
| wanted for theſe purpoſes, would. be of the moſt en 


1 utility in the Highlands. 


If the arms and ſtores, at Albany ſhould be thought an 
; objection to the plan, I would beg leave to obſerye that Al- 
bany appears to me 2 moſt improper place for ſtationary ar- 
ſenals or magazines, and that thoſe which are there at pre- 


n be e W Beſides, as. they 


would 


— 
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oll be in oft danger from an incurßon up ihe North. 

iver, the beſt way to counterpct that danger is to ſtrentzegen 

A yy the Mee x04 ACE th denen . 
eder i which; the /elaſorting Wem with" ts troops fon 

the northward would be no inconfiderable ſtep . With the 

rec juke, Tipe the honor to bet,” C. 


To Nair rH 
100 4153 374 1418 0 mr” 80 — 31:8 244 
a Sin, % | 5 of 28 Palla Forge, March" 16, 1778. 
IIS will be delivered you by captain Sullivan, who 
waits on Congreſs upon the ſubject of pay and the loſs of | 
his rank in tlie line of the Maſſachuſetts officers. —He is one 
of the gentlemen, who, in going with major Sherburne to re- 
lieve the poſt we had at the Cedars in 1776, after a brave 
and gallant conduct, fell into the enemy's hands. In a few 
days after, on. the treaty . which general Arnold made, he 
generouſly offered himſelf, as I have been informed, and 
went one of the hoſtages to Quebec, ſor the performance 
2, 98 974 1 24.0 ELL S nu. ab 07 Tit. © 

By ſame means. the ſtate of Maſſachuſetts-Bay has not 
continued him in their line, nor has he any appointment in 
the army. He is now on parole, through the indulgence of 
general Carleton, and has applied to me for pay and rations 
from the time of his return: and conſidering alſo the depri- 
vation. of his rank as hard and injurioũs, he hopes he will be 
provided for in a ſuitable manner, and according to that 
ſtanding which he formerty heid in the army. | 

» Captain Sullivan's wiſhes in either inſtance cannot be an- 
ſwered by me,—As to the firſt, the reſolution of the nine- 
teenth of January, regulating the pay of priſoners (which is 
the only rule for my government), ſeems to have drawn 
the ling between officers on parole who are continued in fer- 
vice, and thoſe who are not; and, making that the only erl- 
terion to fix pay, to have precluded every other diſctimina- 
non; and the powers, which were veſted in the refpeftive 
"OY EIT» Hs: ſtates 


- 


| 
| 


248 © GENERAL, WASHINGTON'S | 


ſtates to appoint officers, prohibjt zeec by me in 


his favor, as to the latter. 

I Thaye ſtated the, nature of the captain's claims. and the 
reaſons which are. oppoſed to his obtaining relief in cither 
inſtance from me, I ſhall only add that the neglect by the 
ſtates (in their appointments) of the officers who were in 
captivity, where there was no other objection to them, was 
at leaſt ungenerous, if not impolitic and unjuſt It has been - 
the caſe in many inſtances : and as to the gentleman who is 
particularly the ſubjeQ of this letter, the teſtimonials that 
have been given of his character as an officer were much i in 
his favor, and greatly to his hongr. _ 

By accident, the reſolution of the nineteenth of January, 
alluded to above, has been miſlaid. I muſt trouble you | with 
a requeſt for another copy of it, 

I tranſmit Congreſs colonel * * „ application to 
reſign. As general Huntington, in whaſe brigads he is, and 
in whom I have the utmoſt confidence, is perfectiy willing, n 
T have only to ſay upon the occaſion that I have not the 
ſmalleſt objection to the meaſure. 

General Sullivan ſet out for Rhode-Iſſand on *Friday laſ 
to take the command there in conſequence of the reſolution 
of Congreſs directing me to ſend a major-general there for 
that purpoſe. Suppoſing general Greene in the quarter- 
maſter line, I hive now only one major-general left jn camp. 

| hgve the honor. fo he, Ke. _ W. 

; ;/ —_— A 

Stn, Had Quarters, V. alley-Forge, Mareh I7, 17785 
6 ON ſaturday I had the honor to receive your, favor 
of the tenth, with the reſolutions alluded 1 

Incloſed I take the liberty to tranſmit an extract of a let- 


ter juſt received from general Parſons. —This, as, well : as the 
letter which I incloſed you yeſterday from governor Clinton, 


mw ſhew the copfuſion in the management of affairs on the 
Norths 
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North-river. I informed Congreſs then that I had ſent ge- 
neral MDougal to take the thief command there, compre- 
.hending. the forts,» which appeared to me the only effectual 
means for. curing all diſorders, and promoting the public 


ſervice —To remove. all impediments, it were to be wiſhed 


that Congreſs would inveſt him with every neceſſary power 
for carrying into execution the objects of his command: 
and it might be well if they were to extend to any future 
commanding officer, as it would prevent thoſe difficulties 
which have heretofore ariſen from their having been conſi- 
dered as merely perſonal. 

I am more and more in ſentiment with e ee 
on the propriety and abſolute neceſſity of drawing the troops 
from the northward, to reinforce and carry on the works in 
the Highlands. From the information I have from co- 
lonel Radiere who has juſt come from thence, I find that 
the intended defences are far leſs advanced than I had any 


idea of. According to him, little or nothing is yet done, 


though I have repeatedly and conſtantly urged the proſecu- 
tion of them with all poſſible induſtry. The incloſed co- 
pies of my letters to general Putnam will ſhew that I have 
uniformly preſſed the cloſeſt attention to the buſineſs, — 
though it might be inferred from general Parſons's letter 
that there had been ſome inconſiſtency in my orders. There 
remains but a little time to do a great deal in; and I fear 
that no exertions now will be ſufficient to place things in 


that quarter on the ſecure and reſpectable footing we could 


wiſh. However, we ſhould do the moſt we can: and if the 
works cannot be as complete as they ought, the troops will 
be there ; and a reliance muſt be had in their bravery, to 
repel any attempt that may be formed againſt them. „ i 
| kyry the hover to be, &c ; S. W. 
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fi 4- HAVE the) 88 of tranfmittitg you the incloſcd 


nen from- general Smallwood, giving intelligence of the 
"enemy's motions on the Delaware, and His conjectures re- 
ſpectling their object. The account he has heard of troops 
being on board the veſſels is confirmed by che relations of 
deſemers and others, who agree that a conſiderable number 
of men have been embarked, and add that they took ſeven- 
teen days provifion with them. From this circumſtance it 
is ſcarcely to be imagined that they are ordered on a ſea 
voyage. The proportion of ſmall vefſets in the fleet makes 
it probable that they have in view to collect forage, or at- 
tempt: the deſtruction of the falt- works; and both theſe 
ideas are favored by accounts from the city.—As ſoon as 
their intentions are certainly known, they ſhall be commu- 
nicated. In dhe mean time I have the honor to be, with the 


7 
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| 2, 7 e Valley Furge, "March 21, 1778. 
IHA the honor of yours of the fourteenth and 
ſſteenth inſtant. In confequence of the reſolves tranſmitted 
to me, I have diſpatched an exprefs to the marquis De la 
Fayette and baron De Kalb, to recall them from the north- 
ward: 2nd, inſtead of ordering down Hazen's regiment to 
rejoin this army, I have ordered Van Schaick's immediately 
to the Highlands, where the public works are in a manner 
at a ſtand for want of hands. Van Schaick's is à full and 
freſh regiment,—-Hazen's. but weak in point of numbers, 
and muſt be conſiderably fatigued from Weir late long 

march. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
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„ * 8 Ful Fae Arid Pn” 

* Wr I — myſelf tho hahon to; incloſe co» 
pics ofa, letter from an officer of militia at Elizabethtown, 

. man and, an Gab of a lewex from on ob Mr, Boudinor's 
deputics at Baſten, to: bimy-rborh, tending to induce a hes 
hel that the enemy have, ſome enterpriſe. in contemplation; 
What this ier Une mull diſcorex,—Abaye this whole: winter 
been clearly 6k” opinion that general. Ho wels movements 
would be ,xery-.gazly, this: ſpring, to-take advantage of the 
weak ſtate of our army, — or late, ib he en pet ed confiderable 
winfgrcements, from Eyyland, and meant to avail himfelk of 
bis fulk ſtrength. I the firſt takes place, as appearances 
indicate, it maj, L thigk,, be confiderey 28-2. proof of one or 
both of theſe. two things r chat hg, is either well informed 
(he cannot indeed be otherwiſe) of the ſituation, and more 
than, probably, the ſtrength of our army, —or that .hecex= 
pects no conſiderable reinforcements this year from Europe. 
In either caſe it is our indiſpenſable duty to reinſorce and 
arrange our army as ſpeedily. as poſſible, that we may in the 
firſt inſtance be prepared for defence, in the: ſecond; take: 
adyantage of any favorable circumſtance which "_ n 

to injure the enemy. 

Whatever may be the deſigns of Congreſs ee to 
the eltabliſhment of the army, I know not: but I do moſt 
earneſtly and, devoutly recommend à ſpeedy adoption of 
them, and the appointment of officers, as our preſent ſitua- 
tion at this, advanced ſeaſon is truly alarming, and to m 
highly diſtreſſing, as I am convinced that we ſhall be 
plunged into the campaign before our W are 
made, and the army properly organiſed, ai 

The numbe1leſs diſadvantages, reſulting from the . 
poind ment of general oſſicers laſt year, make me look for- 
ward with inſinite anxiety, this: —ſor, after all the wiſdom 
that Congreſs or their committee can uſe in the choice of 
othcers, many ill be diſguſted: reſignations of ſome and 
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perhaps not- acceptance of others will follow. Before mat- 
ters then can be brought to a proper tone, much time will be 
loſt, and a great deal of trouble and vexation encountered,— 


to overcome which, is not the work of a'day : and, till they 


are overcome, confafion, diſorder, and loſs, muſt prevail. 
In the mean while; order, regularity, and diſcipline, —which 
require the vigilance of every officer to eſtabliſh, and muſt 
| flow from the general officers in every army,—are neglected, 
or not entered upon in time, to effect. Thus it happened 
'laſt year; imme 
great injury of the ſervice. | 

As it is not improper for Congreſs to have be m 


the preſent temper of the army, it may not be amiſs to re- 


mark in this place, that, ſince the month of Auguſt laſt, 
between two and three hundred officers have reſigned their 
commiſſions, and many others were with difficulty diſſuaded 


from it. In the Virginia line only, not leſs than ſix colonels, 


as good as any in the ſervice, have left it lately 3 and more, } 
am told, are in the humor to do ſo. 
Highly advantageous alſo would it be, if the recruits 


and draughts from North-Carolina and Virginia were not ſuf · 


fered to halt on their way to camp OE e 
equipped, but ſent forward and incorporated into the differ 
ent regiments of their reſpective ſtates as ſoon as it could be 


done. Out of the number of men ſaid to be draughted in Vir- 
ginia laſt fall, and others from North-Carolina, very few 
have joined the army; but, owing to deſertion and other 


caufes, they have dwindled to nothing : and this will always 
be the caſe with new recruits, eſpecially thoſe who are un- 
_ willingly drawn forth, if much time is ſpent in getting them 
to their regiments under the care of proper officers. This 
ſhews the neceſſity (if the ſeaſon and other powerful reaſons 
did not loudly call for it) of haſtening them to the army. 
: My ſolicitude for the preſervation of the communication 
of the North- river gives me very uneaſy ſenſations on account 


. my again aſking if the | 


troops 
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defence of Fort- Schuyler, can be ſo advantageouſly employ- 
ed as at the works on that river. A reſpectable force at thoſe 
poſts would awe New-York, and divide general Howe's 
force-or expoſe the city. To depend too much upon mili- 
tia, is; in my opinion, putting every thing to hazarxd. 
. If I ſhould appear uncommonly anxious reſpecting the ſe- 
veral matters contained in this letter, by repeating them, 
Congreſs will do me the juſtice, I hope, to believe that I am 
actuated by no views: but ſuch as are prompted by circum- 
ancesand the advanced ſenſon.— Wich the greateſt reſpect, 
I have the honor to be, &c. S. W. 

P. 8. ——— — 


. GW 


Sing. | ; _ Falley-Ferge, 5 40 1778. 

| COLONEL Charles Lewis of the fourteenth Virgi- 

nia regiment will have the honor to deliver you this. He 

waits on Congreſs to reſign his commiſſion. I have intereſted - 

myſelf, but in vain, to retain him in the ſervice, and have | 
only to add my regret at the loſs of ſo good an officer.” 

1 have the honor ts be, &c. asd. We 


Sit, _ Head-Dwarters, Valley-Forge, March 29, 1778. 
I HAVE been honored with yours of the twenty- 
fifth, incloſing duplicates of two former reſolves of Con- 
„„ 
the reſignation of colonel Charles Webb. *. 
Since mine of the twenty-· fourth, Mr. Boudinot has com- 
municated the following intelligence, being part of a letter 
io him :——& I have lately received ſome intelligence from” 
New-York, that we may make ourſelves eaſy in Jerſey, as 
a th ore that ane heal o b enfin gel 
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Howe. Two thouſand five hundred are — on board” 
tranſports, and lying at the watering · place :D 

_ {have this day received a letter from cet Gaines, 
dated yeſterday at Wilmington, in which he fays * The 
enemy, about four days ago, had à flect of near fifty fail 
- ſtanding . up the river, Which I favay was ſrem New- 
York; and yeſterday their foraging feet went up without 
touching upon this fide the Dela ward, except three or four 
ſmall parties about Port-Penn, who have been conſtantiy 
drove off by a party of about u hundred of eur men, who 
have been guarging: „ erer 
which is at length happily effected. 4 a 
A Philadelphia paper of the en ed uit eb 
tions, that a fleet of upwards of forty Gail had left the Hook 
on ſunday, and that they were ſaid to be in the river. 

From all the above circumſtances, I have no doubt but 

the troops have arrived from New - Lork.—I have heard fo- 
thing further from Rhode -Iſland ſinoe L wrote to you laſt. 


| 4 £ Lat 3 Sf # 
Fs 


sa, | * Head: Quarters Dalles Kona: ns. 
SINCE I had the honor of addrefling you upon the 
. ultimo, I have not been able to learn with any 
preciſion whether the tranſports that arrived brought any 
cdaſidergble. number of troops.—A Heſſian deſerter fays 
_ there were only a few German convaleſcents en board. If 
ſa, the fleet with two thouſand five hundred, mentioned in 
my. e ee W ah | 
delphia. 
© General gt. Chir uwe pattenday ben Boſkor ts 
| he ſeems very anxious to have his matter determined one 
way or the other, I beg leave to recall the attention of Con- 
greſs 20 my letter of the twenty - ſeventh of February upon 
that ſubjoct, Having regeived no information fine that 
RT © | h time 
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time which ſerves to direct my judgment as to the charges 
which it will be proper to exhibit agaiaſt general St. Clair, 
I have only again to requeſt that Congreſs ot the committee 
will be pleaſed reren 
which the court ſhall proceed. 

I could wiſh this matter might oubeclebenk ee 
accounts. General St. Clair is in a very delicate fituation, 
and feels it ſenſibly. He was kept inactive great patt ot 
' at, campaign, and probably will be the whole of this, e- 
cept his trial can be ſhortly brought on, —as it will be al- 
moſt impoſſible to find time to hold a court after the ſcene + 
der very eſſential ſervice, eſpecially at this time when we 
haye ſo few general officers: if condemned, his place may 
be immediately filled. —It will beſides take him ſome little 
time to prepare for his defence after he wow the 2 N 


charges alleged agoioſt him. 
n &. .. 
| 10 e Valley- Forge, Wpril 3, 1778. 


CTAN Lee of the light dragoons, and che of- 
ficers under his command, having uniformly diſtinguiſhed 
themſelyes by a conduct of exemplary zeal, prudence, and 
bravery, I took occaſion, on a late ſignal inſtance of it, to 
expreſs the high ſenſe I entertained of thei? merit, and to 
aſſure him that it ſhould not fail of being properly noticed. 
I was induced to give this aſſurance ſrom a conviction that 
it is the wiſh of Congreſs to give every encouragement to 
merit, and that they would cheerfully embrace ſo ee n 
an opportunity of manifeſting this diſpoſition. 

I had it in contemplation. at the time, in caſe e 
method more eligible could be adopted, to make him an of- 
fer of a place in my family. I have conſulted the committee 
| of Congreſs upon the ſubject, and we were mutually of opi- - 
niga that the giving * Eee the command of two troops 
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of horſe on the propoſed eſtabliſhment,” with the rank of 
major, to act as an independent partiſan corps, would be 4 
mode of rewarding him, very advantageous to the ſervice, 
Captain Lee's genius particularly adapts him to a command 
of this nature; and it will be. the moſt ere 
any ſtation in which he could be placed. 
I beg leave to recommend this meaſure to Congreſs, and 
ſhall be obliged by their deciſion as ſpeedily as may be conve- 


nient, The campaign is faſt approaching, and there will 


probably be very little time to raiſe and prepare the corps 
for it.—It is a part of the plan to give Mr. Lindſay the com- 
mand of the ſecond troop, and to make Mr. hoo, oy 
tain-licutenant of the firſt. . 


ee e ea, ape 6. W. 


_ Head- 8 bn n April 4. ys. 


I HAVE now the honor to acknowledge your ſeveral 
letters of the twenty-firſt, twenty-ninth, and thittieth ultimo, 
Vith their incloſures, which have been duly received. —It 
gives me pain fo obſerve they appear to contain ſeveral im- 


plications by which my ſenſibility is not a little wounded.— 
I find myſelf extremely embarraſſed by the ſteps I had taken 
towards an exchange of priſoners and the formation of a ge- 


neral carte! making more ample proviſion for their future 


accommodation and relief. The views of Congreſs ſeem to 
be very different from what I ſuppoſed them when I entered 
into my late engagements with general Howe: their reſo- 
'Jation of the thirtieth ultimo, pointedly requiring a ſtrict 
adherence to all former ones upon the ſubject, will in all 
probability render them impraRicable.—TI conſidered ſome 


of their reſolutions as dictated on the principle of retalia- 


tion, and did not imagine the terms they contained would be 
inũſted upon in negotiating an agreement calculated to re- : 
medy the evils Which oeeaftoned them. In moſt reſpects. 
a might be ſubſtantially complied with: but there are 


ts s ſome 
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ſome points to which an exact conformity muſt of neceſſity, 
deſtroy the idea of a cartel. One is the obliging the enemy 
to pay gold and filver on equal terms for continental cur- 
reney, eſtimating the articles ſupplied them at their actual 
prices with us, as ſeems to be the deſign of the reſolve of the 
nineteenth December.— Another is the ſubjecting the inhabit- 
ants of theſe ſtates, taken in arms againſt them, to trial and 
puniſhment, agreeable to > the withive of the inte: of the 
ſame month. 

I am well aware that 1 
and that we ſhould avoid as much as poſſible recogniſing 
by any public act the depreciation of our currency: but 
I conceive this end would be anſwered as far as might be 
neceſſary, by ſtipulating that all money payments ſhould. 
be made in gold and ſilver, being the common medium 
of commerce -among nations, at the rate of four ſhillings. 
and fix pence for a Spaniſh milled dollar, &c,—by fixing 
the price of rations: on an equitable ſcale relatively to our 
reſpeftive circumſtances, —and providing for the payment 
of what we may owe, by ſending in proviſion, and ſell- 
ing it at their market. The rates of money, and the 
prices of proviſions and her commodities, differ every. 
where : and, in treaties of a ſimilar nature between any two. 
ſtates, it is TequiGte, for mutual convenience, to aſcertain 
ſome common ratio both for the value of money in payments, 
and for the rates of thoſe articles on which they may ariſe. | - 

It was determined on mature conſideration not to con- 
clude' any thing Expreſsly that ſhould contradict the reſolu- 
tion of the thirtieth December: but at the ſame time, if jt is. 
deſigned to be the rule of practice, it is eaſy to perceive it 
would at once overturn any cartel that could be formed. 
General Hoe would never conſent to obſerve it on his part, 
if ſuch a practice were to exiſt on ours. Though the law 
aught not to be contravened by an expreſs article admitting 
the exchangeability of ſuch perſons, yet, if it is not ſuffered 
Vor. II. 8 | to 
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to flecp, it is in vain to expel n of —_— 
acquiefce(- is by the ene: 

The meafures I have taken ang evince 42 it is my des 
termination to pay the fulleſt attention to the intercits of 
citizens, and to the rights of general Lee, in the treaty : 
aud Þ'think it but juſtice to ſhe gentlemen appoluted to ne- 
gotiate i it, to declare that Ixænow them to be ſo fully impreſſed 
with the importance of both thoſe objects, as to make them 
cheerfully obſervant of the injunctions of Congreſs, ſo far as 
not to conclude any agreement of which the exchange of 
general Lee and the alternative reſpeQing citizens are not 
eMencial parts. Theſe points had been early determined on. 

It is with no ſmall concern chat I have been obliged to 
trouble Congreſꝭ upon the ſubjecis of this letter: and, ſhould 
they appear to them in the fame 'Vght they do to me, and 
they ſhould think proper to remove the obſtacles which now 
oppoſe the buſineſs in hand, I'muſt Tequeſt they will be 
pleaſed to communicate their determination as expeditiouſly 
as poſſible, that the commiſſioners may govern themſelves 
accordingly, and either proceed to forming a cartel, or put 
an end to che negotiation. Before the reſolves of the 
thirtieth came to hand, they had Met, and been in treaty two 
days, with a profpeR of a favorable' accommodation. 

I am happy to inform Congteſs that general Lee will be 
out on parole to-morrow in place of general Preſcot : and 
I have every reaſon to expect, if the negotiation ean be con- 
tinued upon admiſſible terms, that his exchange will imme- 
diately follow the releaſement of colonel Campbell and the 
Heffian field-officers. It is agreed that lieutenant · colonel 
Allen ſhall be exchanged for eutenant- colonel Campbell. 

The importunate applications of colonel Lee and major 
Swazey td leave the ſervice oblige me to lay the matter be- 
fore Congreſs. Colonel Lee's letter upon the ſubject was 
tranſmitted me the twenty- fifth of January: but, hoping he 
might change his mind, I deferred writing to Congreſs upon 
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a He has renewed it again in urgent terms, through 
ieral'Heath ; and I Have only to 6bſerve that it is 2 pain- 
ul circümſtance to 8 oMcers of their merit leayi ir ng the 

19 is the caſe every day. wn ſhall be obliged by 

Congrels informing me 'of che dates of the reſignations & 

the colonels in the Virginia ia line —1 hare only reccived the 

date of colonel Lewis's 8. F. Each 

Incloſed is a letter from captain Cotteneau of the ſhip. Fer: 
dinand, with an invoice of her Cargo. The letter only 
came to hand yeſterday 3 and,' as it is of an old date, it is 
highly probable that the goods are ſold. If they are noi. — 
from the captain 's delite 1 to give the public a preference. in 
the ſale, Congreſs will have an opportünity of dire 
them to be purchaſed. Moſt of them would be proper for 

the army. —I have the hoyor to be, Kc. S. W. 


9079 e . | 
Au the Contitee . the ous 7 the Amy. 


CierLEMEX, | | 1 © Head-Buarters, April 9, 1718. 


-2 BY arefolye of Sn eee of officers, 
to, the corps. which, brigadier-general count Pulaſki is au- 
thoriſed to raiſe, has beep referred to your deciſion in con · 
Junflign with me.—As 1 know the ſuperior confidence which 
a commandant places in officers of his own choice, I have 
given him my approbation of the gentlemen. whom be has 
nominated :—it eee u, 


or haye others ſubſtituted. te 8 ä 
Faden. Irin G. . 
AV a: 5. | 
Gaze s ee "A 


ge” uren had the honor of re receiving your favor of 
the fourth inſtant, indlofing a reſolve of Congreſs, of the 
lane date, empowering me to call forth five thouſand militia 
from the ſtates of Maryland, Pennſylvania, and New-Jerley. 
[ thaiik Congreſs for the power : at the ſame time it is in- 

| 8 e cumbent 
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cumbent on me to aſſure them, that, —granting the praQt. 
cability of collecting ſuch a number it would prove 2 
work of time, difficulty, and expenſe ; to evince which, l 


need only recur to the experience of laſt campai on ſimi- 
lar occaſions, and to. remind you that it was not poſſible to 
obtain a thouſand men, nor ſometimes even one hundred, 


from this ſtate, although the former number was required and 


promiſed, for the purpoſe of covering during the winter the 
country between Schuylkill and Delaware. 

As this reſolve appears to have been made in conſequence 
of f my letters of the twenty-fourth and twenty-ninth ultimo, 
which were founded on conjecture, and, in ſome degree, 
miſinformation,—and as the execution of it would, excluſive 
of the inconveniences abovementioned, I am perſuaded, 
have a tendency to injure the completion of the continental 
regiments,—T ſhall call for a ſmall part only of the number 

allo ed; but could wiſh that Hartley's regiment were ordered 
immediately to camp, and the duties of it performed by mili- 
tia. In like manner I would propoſe that all remote guards 
' ſhould be compoſed of militia, and that the ſeveral purpoſes 
for which men are drawn from the continental troops ſhould 
de anſwered by them. This would be a means of draw- 
ing together à conſiderable number of men who are in 2 
manner loſt to the army, and of employing the militia fo 
the beſt advantage poſfible. 
© The great end of my letter to Congreſs, of Are 
fourth ultimo; ſeems to have been miſtaken. My views were 
not turned to reinforcements of militta. To know whether 
_ the old eſtabliſhment of the army, or the new as agreed upon 
by the committee, is the ehoice of Congreſs,-- and in what 
| manper | the regiments of this ſtate and the additionals are 
to be reduced, —officers for the whole appointed, c, - ere 
my objects. Theſe are objects of the greateſt moment, a 
12 may, in their conſequences, involve the fate of  Ame- 
: forl will undertake to ſay that it is next to impoſlible, 
= the ſeafon 3 is ſo far advanced, properly to accompliſh 
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hoſe" tkkdges, appointments, and the dependent arrange - 
meiits forthe enſuing campaign. Should any convulſion hap- 
pen, or movement take place, they will be altogether imprac® 
ticable · Juſtice to my own character, as well as duty to the 
publics conſtrain me to repeat theſe jr gangs — 
quences are more eaſily conceived than deſeribed. | 

It may be faid by ſome, fir, that my wiſh'to ſee the offi- © 
cers of this army upon a more reſpectable eſtabliſhment is 
the cauſe of my ſolicitude, and carries me too far. To ſuch + 
| can declare that my anxiety proceeds from the cauſes above- 
mentioned. If my opinion is aſked with reſpect to the ne- 
eeſity of making this proviſion for the officers, I am ready 
to declare that I do moſt religiouſly believe the ſalvation of 
the cauſe depends upon it,—and, without it, your officers 
will moulder to nothing, or be compoſed” of low and illi- 
terate men, void of capacity for this or any other buſineſs, 
To prove” this, I can with truth aver, that ſcarce a day 
paſſes without the offer of two or three commiſſions z and 
my advices from the eaſtward and ſouthward are that num- 
bers who had gone home on furlough mean not to return, 
but are eſtabliſhing themſelves in more lucrative employ- 
ments. Let congreſs determine what wil * hows Serra 
quence of this ſpirit. 

Perſonally, as an officer, I have and 
ciſion, becauſe I have declared, and I now repeat it, that I 
never will receive the ſmalleſt benefit from the half-pay efta- 
bliſhment: but, as a man who fights under the weight of a 
proſeription, and as a citizen who wiſhes to ſee the liberty of 
his country eſtabliſhed upon a permanent foundation, and 
whoſe property depends upon the ſucceſs of our arms, I am 
deeply intereſted. But,—all this apart, and juftice out of 
the queſtion, —upon the ſingle ground of economy and pub- 
lic ſaving, I will maintain the utility of it: for I have not 
the leaſt doubt, that, until officers conſider their commiſſions 
in an . ee e view, and are afraid 
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te endanger them by negligence. and incztention, ng order, 

regularity, or e either of the Fe eee en 

prevail, a 

By ofpcers who ii at hv from, MadGachufetts-Ba), 

1 learn that chere is not the leaſt. proſpect of getting men 
from thence before. the, month of, June,—if then; and in: 

ted that there is, np reaſon to expect any number that will 
dgferne the name of reinforcement for the continental rc. 
giments this campaign, — the towns, being only called upon 
to furniſh the deficiency of their laſt year's quota, ſo that 
all. ſubſequent caſualties are diſregarded, and the. fifteen 
regiments. of that ſtate, which may now perhaps want four 
thouſand men to complete them, will receive only five hun- 
dred if the towns came within that number of their comple. 
ment haſt year. What change the requiſition, of, Congreſs, 

el che [tweny-/ix1þ] of February, may effect, 1 ſhall na 

undertake to ſay : iſ it has not a ſpeedy and powerful ope- 
ration, our proſpects in that quarter will be exceedingly un- 
promiſing., . 

A gentleman from New-Hampſhire ſome little time ſince 
informed, we chat matters were, nearly in the ſame train 
there, notwithſtanding a reſolve for the completion of their 
batallions ; ; and the incloſed copy of a letter (N 1) from 

general Putnam, whom 1 have deſired to remain in Con- 
necticut for ſome time in order to forward the recruits from 
that ſtate, conveys his ideas of what, may be expected ſrom 
thence.—WhatNew-Yaouk, New-Jezſey, and North-Carolinz 
baye done or are about to da, I know, not. Pennſylvania 
and Maryland, have tried the effect of voluntary enliſtments 
to little purpaſe ; and the firit, in direct contradiction to the 
| moſt pointed injunctions laid on the officers, have their re- 
cruits compoſed chiefly of deſerters who will embrace the 
firſt opportunity of eſcaping with QUT arms. —Virginia, it is 
true, has proceeded to a draught : but the, number, Hole 
- being in it6lf, ins gegdate, has been, leſſrned by deſertion — 
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increaſed'by death and deſertion, their Rrength will probably 
fal very far ſhort of the new eſtabliſhment. 1 vileor 

This, fir, is not à flattering picture of our aſſalrs: but 
the repreſentation is juſt ; and it is incumbent. on. me to ex- 
hibit it in my own defence, as, notwithſtanding all thaſe uw: 
favorable circumſtances, — and what is to 318.2 certain ph 
ſpect of being plunged into the campaign before the arrange» 
ments are made, officers appointed, & - great matters, J 
perceire, are expected from our aQivity, this ſpring: ig 
proportion therefore will the diſappointment he felt by thaſe 
who are ſanguine.—For want of the--ratification of Con- 
greſs, the horſe eſtabliſuhment, companies of ſappers, pro- 
volt-marſhalſey, & c, &c, (as agreed to by the committee, 
and recommended for their conſideration) are entirely at a 
ſtand, at a time when we, ought to be deriving benefits from 
their execution. In a word, at no period ſince the com- 
mencement of the war have I felt more painful ſenſations on 
account of delay, than at the preſent: and, urged FO 
I have expreſſed myſelf without reſerve, 

By a letter juſt received from general Weedon, I ann ja 
formed of his intention to reſign, if general Woodford 
ſnould be reſtored to his former rank, which he had not 
then heard. General Muhlenberg is now balancing on the 
ſame point. One, therefore, if not two brigadiers, will he 
wanted for that ſtate . The diſadyantages reſulting from 
the frequent reſignations in the Virginia line, the changes 
of commanding oſſicers to the regiments, and other cauſes 
equally diſtreſſing, hare injured that corps beyond concep- 
tion, and have been the means of reducing very reſpectable 
regiments in ſome inſtances to a mere handful of men; and 
this will ever be the caſe till officers can be fixed by ſome- 
thing equivalent to the ſacrifice they make. To ; rxeaſan 
otherwiſe, and ſuppoſe that public virtue alone will anable 
men to ſorego the caſe and comforts of life, to encounter 
the RO and dangers of war far a hare ſubſiſtence, when - 
| 84 thelr 
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their compantons and friends are amaſſing large fortunes; — 
. * * — en it 
pe is. ä 
The clothier-general of eee 
every other department, ſhould be in camp near the com- 
mander-in-chief : otherwiſe it is impoſſible that the opera- 
s of war can be conducted with energy and preciſion. I 
wiſh moſt fincerely that this,—as not the leaſt eſſential part 
of the buſineſs ſettled with the committee, —were decided, 
and a thorough inveſtigation were had into the conduct of this 
department; as it is a matter of univerſal aſtoniſhment that 
we ſhould be deficient in any article of clothing, when it is 
commonly afſerted that the eaſtern ſtates alone can furniſh 
materials enough to clothe a hundred thouſand men.—If 
this be fact, there is a fatal error ſomewhere, to which may 
de attributed the death and deſertion of thouſands. - 
1 ſhall make no apology for the freedom of this letter. — 
To inform Congreſs of ſuch facts as materially affect the 
i ſervice, I conceive to be one great and eſſential part of my 
| duty to them and myſelf. My agreement with the com- 
| mittee entitled me to expect upwards of forty thouſand con- 
' tinental troops, excluſive of artillery and horſe, for the ſer- 
vice of the enſuing campaign, including thoſe to be employed 
ih the defence of the GCE of wy what 
are my proſpeAs ? 
Major-general the marquis De la 1 is 1 at 
camp, and will reſume the command of his diviſion.— The 
baron De Kalb is expected in a few days. — The incloſure, 
Ne 2, is the copy of a letter from colonel Shrieve of the 
ſecond Jerſey batallion, containing an account of the deſtruc- 
tion of the ſalt and ſalt- works at Squan, and N? 3, of a leiter 
from general Ms Dougal, ſhewing the ſtate of affairs in that 
department, With very mu a I have the honor to 
be, Ke. un . 
P. 8. Vour favor" uf the eighth inſtant, incloſing the 


alt of Congreſs Sadie Lee major and com: 
| mandant 
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ON thurſday evening I had the honor to receive your 
two letters of the fourteenth inſtant, I am much obliged 
by the freſh afſurances which Congreſs are pleaſed to make 
me of their confidence ; and they may be ſatisfied that I 
wiſh nothing more ardently than that a good and — 
agreement ſhould ſubſiſt between us. 

The negotiation between the commiſſioners is ended with: 

out effecting. a cartel: nor do I ſuppoſe, from the informa- 
tion I have received on the ſubject, that there is any good 
proſpect that one will ever be formed, or at leaſt for a great 
while, on a liberal and extenſive plan. —A report of the 
proceedings of the commiſſioners on our part, at their ſeveral 
meetings, I take the liberty to incloſe. The papers, N? 1, 
contain the letters between general Howe and myſelf, ſtipu- 
lating the neutrality of Germantown,—our reſpective 
powers, —and the reſult of the meeting there; — Ne 2, the 
ſubſequent proceedings at Newtown.—The old agreement, 
I preſume, continues: and under it we muſt Boy on ex- 
changes. 
General Muhlenberg has communicated his determination 
to reſign, but has promiſed not to leave his brigade till Con- 
preſs ſhall appoint another general in his room, | commend 
is done in any reaſonable time. | 

By poſtponing my call upon the militia, as mentioned in 
my laſt of the tenth, I did not mean to decline it altogether. 
I did: not ſee the neceſſity of calling out five thouſand for 
the ſole purpoſe of defence: and, in the preſent ſituation of 
things, I cannot perceive my way ſufficiently clear for offen- 
five meaſures, as I do not know when to expect the recruits 
from the different ſtates, nor what proſpect the commiſſary 
= fie a only get it yet from hand to mouth, 
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aſſembling the milicia, unleſs for the purpoſe of defence, 
ſhould be the laſt thing done, as they ſoon become impa- 
tient, and are very expenſive in the articles of ſtores, camp 
utenſils, proviſions, &c. 

"The incloſed edrzvght of a bill was brought to kead- 
quarters: yeſterday. afternoon by a gentleman who informed 
me that a large cargo of them had been juſt ſent out of 
Philadelphia. Whether this in6dious proceeding is genuine 
and imported in the packet which arrived a few days ago, or 
epntrived in Philadelphia, is a point undetermined and im- 
material; but it is certainly founded in prineiples of the moſt 
* #,—meant, to poiſon the minds of the people, and 


detach” the wayering at leaſt from our cauſe. I ſuppoſe it 


will obtain a place in the papers, and am not without anxiety 


| that it will have a malignant influence, -I would ſubmit it 


whether it will not be highly expedient for Congreſs to in- 
veſtigate it in all its parts, and to expoſe in the moſt ſtriking 
manher the injuſtice, deluGon, and fraud, it contains, —I 


. truſt it will be attacked, in every ſhape, in every part of the 


continent —l have the honor to be, &. SG. W. 


. * 


St i Valley Forge, April a0, 1578. 
WIIH your letter of the ſeventeenth inſtant, and 


| inn inclofares; I was duly honored on ſaturday afternoon. — 


When I addreſſed you on the eighteenth, I was doubtful 
whether the draught of the bill then tranſmitted was not ſpu- 
rious and contrived in Philadelphia: but its authenticity, I 
am almoſt certain, is not to be queſtioned, The informa- 
tion from Philadelphia ſeems clear and concluſive that it 
came over in the packet, with lord North's' ſpeech on the 
introduction of it into parliament. I incloſe a paper con- 
taining his ſpeech, which juſt came to hand. — This bill, I 
am perſuaded, will paſs into a law. Congreſs will perceive 
by the miniſter's ſpeech, that it aims at objects of the 
greateſt extent and importance, and will, no doubt, in one 
DUO. 8 way 
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way or other, involve the moſt intereſting conſequences io 
this country.— With great reſpect, I have the honor to be, 
ſir, your moſt obedient ſervant, .- + AW 


Wis £e> 


ty : ö 6 
sn, D Palley-Farge, April 23, 2 
I TAKE the liberty to tranſmit you a letter which I 
received yeſterday : from . governor Tryon, incloling the 
draughts of the two bills F- forwarded before, with his certi- 
ficate of the manner in which they came to his hands, ac- 
companied by his more extraordinary and impertinent re- 
queſt, that, through my means, the contents ſhould be com- 
municated to the officers and men of this army. This 
engine of miniſtry, from governor Livingſton's account, is 
very induſtriouſly circulating - copies of theſe draughts, in 
obedience to their and his royal maſter's mandates; — The 
letter which I incloſe, and a triplicate, came to hand at one 
time: ſome future conveyance, it is probable, * * | 
me the duplicate, 
I would alſo take the liberty to incloſe you the Evening 
Poſt, No 475, which governor Livingſton was ſo obliging 
as to ſend me yeſterday. Were we not fully ſatisfied from 
our experience, that there are no artifices, no meaſures 
too „ for the enemy or their adherents to attempt 
in order to promote their views, we might be aſtoniſh- 
ed at the daring confidence, in defiance of the opinion of 
the world, manifeſted in a publication in this paper, pur- 
porting to be a reſolution. of Congreſs, of the twentieth of 
February. This proceeding i is infamous to the laſt degree, 
and calculated to produce the moſt baneful conſequences by 
exciting an oppoſition in the people to our draughting ſyſtem, 
and embarraſſing at leaſt the only probable mode now left 
us for railing men. I think it of great importance that the 
forgery ſhould be announced in the moſt public manner, 
and am the more induced to this opinion from governor Liv- 
ingſton's account of the diſagreeable operation it has had, 
an Vs 8 ö * ndnd 
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and is {till likely to produce, if not eontradicted. If it is, and 
with a few ſtrictures, 1 ſhould hope that it will excite in the 


breaſts of all our countrymen, a juſt and generous con:empr 
of the enemy for ſuch a dirty, wicked proceeding. 

I was laſt night honored with your favor of the eighteenth 
inftant, with the proceedings alluded to.—A general plan of 
operations for the campaign is indifpenſably eſſential to be 


ſettled. - I have thought much upon the ſubject; and ſome 
propoſitions reſpecting it were put into the hands of all the 
general officers here on tueſday evening, for their conſider- 

ation. I alſo intended to ſend a meſſenger this day to mect 
general Gates, ſuppoſing bim to be on his way to, Hudſon's- 


nver, and to requeſt his call at this camp, that we might en- 
ter into a full and free diſcuſſion of the point. There is not 


a moment to be delayed in forming ſome general ſyſtem, in 
my opinion; and I only wait the arrival of generals Gates 


and Mifflin, to ſummon a council for the purpdle. | 
- 1 have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
It is confidently reported, —and I have little doubt of the 
truth of it,— that fir William Howe is recalled, and that ge- 
neral Clinton is to ſucceed him in the command. —I have 
alſo the pleaſure to tranſmit a liſt of lundry officers exchan- 
ge. on the * inſtant. 


ITY | valley. Torge, April 25, 1778. 


I BEG leave to inform Congrets that the report of 


the commiſſioners coming, according to intelligence received 
yeſterday by a perſon ot Philadelphia, is confidently belieyed ; 
aud it is there thought that they will very ſoon arrive. I 


think it almoſt certain that the matter will not be delayed, as 


the conduct of miurltry, in not ſending them immediately at» 
ter their tormer propoſitions, has been much reprobated, and 
as it may be of much importance to improve the firſt impreſ- 
ſions of the people upon the occaſion.— Lord Amherſt, ad- 
* Keppel, and general n are ſaid to be the perſons 
appointed ; 
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appointed; and it is likely they are veſted. with, both civil 
and military powers. The information was through the 
channel of a ſenſible intelligent man, well known, and of 
eſteemed credit. He is connected with the Britiſh army, 
having two or three brothers in it. —I ſhall tranſmit the ear- 
lieſt accounts I may receive from time to time on this very. 


intereſting ſubject. 7 
| have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
Sin, | | , Pr ory Valley Forge, April 27, _ 


{ HAD the honor yeſterday afternoon to receive your 
letter of the twenty-fourth, continued to the twenty-fiſth, 
with its important incloſures. Congreſs will be pleaſed to ac- 
cept my ſincere thanks for the freſh inſtance of confidence 
manifeſted in their reſolution of the twenty-third, and other 
proceedings ; and they may reſt aſſured that whatever powers 
are entruſted to me ſhall be invariably directed to promote 
the intereſt of theſe ſtates. If in any caſe there ſhould be a 
miſapplication or à failure in the execution, it will be the et- 
ſect of miſtake and not of deſign. 

I ſhall take meaſures for diſtributing the report of the. 
committee on lord North's bills, and the reſolution of the 
twenty-third inviting delinquents to return to their allegiance 
and to the protection of theſe ſtates. This proceeding ap- 
pears to me founded in great good policy; and I ſhould hope 
that it will be attended with many valuable conſequences :— 
but this can only be proved by the event. 

Though I with, moſt heartily for the aid of general 5 
in council and upon every other occaſion,. — yet, as the time of: 
his return is uncertain, or atleaſt it will be ſeveral days before 
it takes place, — and as it ſcems to me that there is not a mo- 
ment to Joſe in forming ſome general ſyſtem for our opera- 
tions, —I ſhould think it inexpedient for general Gates to de- 
lay coming to cainp till his arrival. After a planis digeſted, 
there wall be a great deal of time expended before things. will 
de 


"I. 


„„ GENERAL WabniNGfroON's 


be in @ proper train for execution. The feaſon is faſt ad- 
vancing ; und the period which may be moſt 8 om 
any deſigns we may forům will preſently arrive. | | 
I uke the liberty to tranſmit an <xtraf Alas From 
general Heath, which will ſhew Congreſs that he is preſſed 
on all ſides for money. Governor Livingſton too is appre- 
henſive he will be under embarraſſments on account of the 
purchaſe of horſes in conſequence of the recommendation of 
the committee. Their letter to him by ſome means has been 
miſlaid in the aſſembly, and he does not know exactly the 
mode preſcribed for the payment. I cannot inform him my- 
ſelf,” or do what perhaps is more” nieceflary;—furniſh him 
with money; and therefore 28 chat einn, or die com- 
mittee will. ; an 21 ; 
I have written major- Wee Sow lines'ih een 
to his letter, a copy of which is incloſet. 
I have the honor to be, &c. e, 25 er. 
Sin, Had. Ouarters, April 30, 1118. | 
THE extenſive ill conſequences, ariſing from a want 
of uniformity in diſcipline and manceuvres throughout the 
army; have long occaſioned me to Will fot the eſtabliſtiment 
of a well-organiſed mſpeQorſhip; and che concurretice of Con- 
greſs in the fame vie us has induced me to ſet on foot à tempo- 
raty inſtitution; which; from the ſucceſs that has bitherto at- 
tended it, gives me the moſt flattering ha gory ge and will, 
I hope, obtain their approbation, © 
"Baron De Steuben's length of pi view in the firſt ltr 
ſchool-in Europe, and his former ratik, pointed him out as a 
perſon peculiarly qualified to be at the head'of this department. 
This appeared the leaſt exceptionable way of introducing 
him imo the uf my, atd one that would give him the moſt 
ready opportunity of difplaying his talents. 1 therefbr̃e Pro- 
poſed to him to undertake the office of inſpector-general, 
which he agreed to with the greateſt cheerfulneſ, and has 


1 
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performed the duties f it with a zeal and intelligence equal 


to our Wiſhes. He has two ranks of inſpectors under lim g 


the lowelt are oficers charged witch the inſpection ot brigades; 
with the title of brigade - inſpectors: the others ſuperĩimeni 
ſeveral: of cheſe: they have ritten inſtructions relative to 
their ſeveral functions; and the mancurres which they ur 
to praiſe are illuſtrated by a company which the b 
taken the pains to train himſelf. n 

The brigade-inſpectors were choſen by the 3 a 
commanding officers of regiments. in each brigade.” Tha 
inſpectors are lieutenant- colonels Barber of Jerſey, Brooks 
of Maſſachuſetts, Davis of Virginia, and monfieur Ter- 
nant, a French gentleman :—the reafon for employing him 
(apart his intrinſic merit and abilities) was his poſſeſſing'the. 
Freneh and Engliſh languages equally, which made him a: 
neceſſary efliſtant to the baron De Steuben. He is content 
to ſerve without rank, until, after an experiment of his abili- 
des, Congreſs ſhall determine what he is entitled to. 

Upon the arrival of lieutenant-colonet Fleury in camp, as 
he was un-employed;/ and had exerciſed the office of aide-· ma- 
jor/in France, the baron propoſed to have him employed as 


an inſpector; in which I readily acquieſced, as Congreſs had 


given him the rank and pay of lieutenant-colonel. There 
may be other foreign officers in continental pay, idle for 


want of being attached to ſome corps, of whoſe ſervices we 


might-avail ourſelves in this way, which is the only method 
„ neee titans att 
tinct corps. 5 

From the e fatigue and cloſe atiemion uit 
ed of the officers employed in the inſpeorthip, I did not 


ink it amiſs to let them entertain hopes that Congrels would. 


allow ſome addition to the pay which they derive from their 
rank; and I take the liberty of recommending the meafure. 
I. would propoſe twenty dollars per month for the brigade+ 
inſpectors, and thirty for che in{pedtord, in addition to. their, 
Pay in the line. 

1 ſhould 
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| I ſhould do injuſtite if I were to be longer ſilent with re- 
gard to the merits of the baron De Steuben; His knowledge 
of his profeſſion, added to the zeal which he has diſcovered 


fince he began upon the functions of his office, lead me to 


confider him as an acquiſition to the ſervice, and to recom- 
mend him to the attention of Congreſs. His expectations 
with regard to rank extend to that of major- general. His 
finances, he ingenuouſly confeſſes, will not admit of his ſerv- 
ing without the incident emoluments ; and Congreſs, I pre- 
ſume, from his character and their own knowledge of him, 
will without difficulty gratify him in theſe particulars. 

The baron is ſenſible that our ſituation requires a few 
variations in the duties of his office from the general practice. 
in Europe, and particularly that they muſt neceſſarily be 
more comprehenſive ; in which, as well as in his inſtruc- 
tions, he has ſkilfully yielded to circumſtances.—The ſuc- 
ceſs which has hitherto attended the plan enables me to re- 
queſt with confidence the ratification of Congreſs, and is, I 
think, a pledge of the eſtabliſhment of a well-combined ge- 
neral ſyſtem, which inſurmountable obſtacles have hitherto 
oppoſed. —lI have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Sis, ohh ally. Forge, May 1, 1778. 


I HAVE had the honor to receive your diſpatches of 
the twenty-ſeventh inſtant.—In compliance with the requeſt 
of Congreſs, I ſhall immediately call upon the officers in tha. 
army to take the oath of allegiance and abjuration. This I 
ſhould have done as ſoon as the reſolution paſſed, had it not 


been for the ſtate of the army at that time, and that there 


were ſome ſtrong reaſons which n it expedient to defer. 


wa matter. 


My opinion upon the obe of à future oroviiew for the 
officers hath. been ſo fully, and, I truſt, ſo neceſſarily and 


- equitably urged, that I ſhall not add further reſpecting it, ex- 


cept my ſincere withes that the eſtabliſhment was determin- 
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ed on. Nothing, in my idea, can be more juſt; and I am 
certain d there is nothing more eſſential che preſent unſettled 
tate of the army is hurtful in the extrem. 

Since my letter of the twenty-ſeventh, | 1 bave received au- 
chentic information of the failing of a very large number of 


tranſports from Philadelphia,. two hundred, it is ſaid. They 
wentdown the Delaware the beginning of the week, light and 


empty .I have not been able to learn any thing of their deſ- 
tination; nor can I form a conjecture upon the vecaion, 
that is the leaft ſatisfactory. 

With infinite pleafure I beg leave to cuties Con- 


greſs on the very important and intereſting advices brought 


by the frigate La Senſible.— General M*Dougal and Mr. 
Deane were ſo obliging as to tranſmit me the outlines of the 
good tidings.— As ſoon as Congreſs may think it expedient, 
I ſhall be happy to have an opportunity of announcing to 
the army, with the uſual ceremony, ſuch parts of the intel- 
ligence as* may be proper, and ſanctioned by authority. I 
have mentioned the matter to ſuch officers as I have ſeen ; 
and I believe no event was ever received with a more heart- 
felt joy. have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
P. S. Juſt as I had finiſhed my letter above, I received the 
honor of your favor of the twenty-eighth, with the reſolu- 
tion and packets alluded to. I will take meaſures for diſperſ- 
ing the printed reſolutions. 
— — 8 4 ; 
Brun, | Camp, May t, 1778. 
IN compliance with your requeſt contained in your let- 
ter of the thirtieth ultimo, I have delivered the bundle of pa- 
pers reſpecting the loſs of Ticonderoga, &c, tranſmitted me 


ſome time ago, which I hope will get ſafe to hand. | 
neee. e e S. W. 


'Vor. II. 
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SIR,. Head-Quarters, Valley-Forge, May 3, 1718. 
| IN a late letter from general Schuyler, I received the 
proceedings of a board of commiſſioners for Indian affairs, 
held at Albany the fifteenth-of laſt month. It appears by them 
and ſome other accounts I have ſeen, that there is but little 
proſpect of ſucceeding in the plan for engaging a body of In- 
dians from that quarter to ſerve with this army. The advan. 
tage which the cnemy poſſeſs over us, in having the means 
of making preſents much more liberally than we can, has 
made a ſtrong impreſſion upon their minds, and ſeems to be 
more than a counterbalance for any arguments we can offer 
to conciliate their attachment. They alſo appear to be ap- 
prehenfive for their own ſafety, and rather to wiſh for aid 
and protection from us, than willing to leave their habita- 
tions and come to our aſſiſtance. f 
The meaſure propoſed was by way of experiment, as one 
which might poſſibly be atrended with valuable conſequences, 
and, if it could have been effected without much difficulty, 
might have been worth a trial. | But, as the ſcheme does not 
well eorreſpond with their preſent diſpoſition, and may ſerve 
to increaſe our embarraſſments in keeping them even in toler- 
able good humor, I am inclined to think it would be moſt ad- 
viſable to relinquiſh the attempt. They may be told of what 
has happened in Europe, with proper embelliſhments, and 
that our affairs are now upon ſuch a footing as to render 
their aid in the field unneceſſary, and that all we require of 
them is their friendſhip and good wiſhes. This and pro- 
miſes of protection may have a powerful and happy effect. 
It is of great importance to counteract the temptation held 
; out by the enemy, and to ſecure the good will of the Indians, 
who appear to be at leaſt in a ſtate of heſitancy and indeci- 
fon, if nothing worſe. Congreſs, I am perſuaded, will do 
every thing in their power to promote theſe deſirable ends. 
With great reſpect and eſteem, I have the honor to be, 
fir, your moſt obedient ſervant, S. W. 
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1 bin, in! Head-Quarters, Valley- Forge, May 4, 1778. 
LAS night at eleven o' clock F was honored with 
your diſpatches of tlie third. —The contents afford me the 
moſt ſenſible pleaſure: Mr. Simeon Deane had informed me 
by a line from Bethlehem, that he was the bearer of the ar- 
ticles of alliance, &c, between F rance and the ſtates. —T 
ſhall defer celebratidg this happy event in a ſuitable manner 
until I have liberty from Congreſs to announce it publicly. 
I will only ſay that the army are anxious to manifeſt theit 
joy upon the occaſion. 
Incloſed you have a letter which I received a few days ago 
from lord Stirling, and which, at his requeſt; I lay before 


Congreſs, with its contents. 
I am, with I eſleem and 4 &c. G. W. 
OF" po 
Str, ET 2 11, 1778. 


I TAKE the liberty to tranſmit to Congreſs a copy 
of a letter from general Howe, which I received at three 
o'clock this afternoon. The contents are exceedingly inter- 
eſting to the unhappy priſoners in his hands. I thought it 
my duty to forward them immediately ; and I muſt requeſt 
that Congreſs will be pleaſed to inform me as foon as poſ- 
ſible; what line of conduct I am to purſue upon this occaſion. 
Ihe incloſed extract of a letter from general Smallwood 
will ſhew the painful alternative to which the priſoners in 
Philadelphia will be reduced unleſs they ate felieved : and 
this is confirmed by mtelligence through ſeverat other chan- 
nels to myſelf,—T ſhall wait directions in the matter, and go- 
vern myſelf by them in my anſwer to general Howe. 

J have the honor to be, &c. ö G. W. 
P. 8. As to an equivalent in men for officers, that propoſ- 
ed by his commiſſioners was too high. A much more mo- 
derate one was nearly agreed to between them and the gen- 
tlemen e by me, when they were in treaty.— This 

ee mole 
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mode of relief, at this inſtant, may not be ſo neceſſary to 


adopt. There are probably officer in general Burgoyae's 
army who are deſirous of being exchanged: and, if not, an 


equivalent may be fixed on, as circumſtances may point 
out. ' 73 52 | T 
Sun, | a V. alia Fog, May 12, 1778, 


I HAD the honor to receive in due time your 
ſeveral favors of the third, ſixth, and ninth inſtant, with the 
papers to which they reſpectively alluded. After much 
conſideration upon the ſubject, I have appointed general 
M. Intoſu to command at Fort · Pitt and in the weſtern coun- 
try, for which he will ſet out as ſoon as he can accommo- 
date his affairs. I part with this gentleman with much re- 
luctance, as I eſteem him an officer of great worth and me- 
rit, and as I know his ſervices here are and will be material- 
ly wanted. His firm diſpoſition and equal juſtice, his aſſidu- 
ty and good underſtanding,—added to his being a ſtranger 
to all parties in that quarteg pointed him out as a proper 
perſon ; and 1 truſt, extenſive advantages will be derived 
from his command, which I could wiſh was more agreeable. 
— He will wait on Congreſs for their inſtructionss. 
As lieutenant-colonel Sutherland, major Agnew, and heu- 
tenaat Poe, have only requeſted to go to Europe on parole, it 
does not appear to me that I can, with proptiety apply to ge- 
neral Howe for their exchange :—this would imply that they 
were priſoners of war. Though their exchange is certainly 
the moſt deſirable mode of releaſe as it would relievg an equal 
number of our officers from captivity, yet [ſhould be happy if 
_ a negotiation for the purpoſe ſhould commence on their part. 
Knowing that it would be our intereſt to exchange all the 
officers of general Burgoyne's army if it could be done, 1 
wrote general Heath not long ſince, to take occaſion to men- 
tion to them that we ſhould always be willing to accede to 
wy equal n for 10 purpoſe, and would carefully. 
6 FA, 1 convey 
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eomey their applications to fir William Howe or the general 
who miglit command the Britiſh army.—I take the liberty 
to return their letters; preſuming that Congreſs may incline 
to give them eee nn Oy og eue. 
ral Heath. (4 

ed renee * 5 1 d not find that 
that there is any neceflity for granting the prayer of his pe- 
tition : we have already too many officers; and I do not ap- 
prehend the intereſt of the ſtates would be much promoted 
in his appointment. If he could make up two or three com- 
panies, they would be of priſoners and deſerters, who would 
moſt aſſuredly embrace an early opportunity to go off with 
their arms and clothing. I am diſpoſed to conſider him as a 
man of ſome addreſs and policy, as he is aiming at a confir- 
matiom in the line of the army (by obtaining an appoint- 
ment to a new corps) of the rank which he had as a diviſion 
quarter«maſter. - Beſides the impolicy of augmenting the 
number of our officers where it is not really eſſential, ſuch 
a promotion would give diſſatisfaction; and I ſuppoſe there 
are few officers, if any, who formerly commanded Mr. * * 
in the line of the army, that would ſubmit to his orders. 

The incloſed copy of a letter from general Dickinſon to 
me will inform Congreſs of the fate of the continental frigates 
in Delaware,—a fate (in the ſituation they were left) I had 
long predicted, and which J had taken much pains to avert, 
by uſing every argument in my power to have them ſunk. 
In that caſe, their deſtruction would have been at leaſt a 
work of time, difficulty and expenſe, and might have been 
perhaps prevented.—About one o'clock on thurſday I got 
notice of an intended move of the enemy by water; and, 
conjecturing the deſtination of it, had a detachment under 
general Maxwell (whoſe tour of duty it was) ready to march 
towards the Delaware by four o'clock : but a heavy rain 
prevented their moving till next morning. 

I have been happy in the exchange, and a viſit from lieu- 
ienant-colonel Allen, His fortitude and firmneſs ſeem to 


T3 - have 
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have placed him out of the reach of misfortune. There is 
an original ſomething in him that commands admiration ; 
and his long captivity and ſufferings have only ſerved to in- 
creaſe if poſſible his enthuſiaſtic zeal.—He appears very de. 
ſirous of rendering his ſervices to the ſtates, and of being 

employed, and at the ſame time dogs not diſcover any am- 
bition for high rank. Congreſs will herewith receive 2 
letter fram him; and I doubt not they will make ſuch pro- 
viſion for him as they may think proper and ſuitable. 

I take pleaſure in tranſmitting a Philadelphia paper of the 
ninth, which came to hand yeſterday evening, containing a 
meſſage from his moſt chriſtian majeſty to the court of London 
in conſequence of the treaty between him and theſe ſtates, — 
and his Britannic majeſty's addreſs to the lords and commons, 
&c.— The meſſage is conceived in terms of irony and deri- 
ſion, more degrading to the pride and dignity of Britain than 
any thing ſhe has ever experienced ſince ſhe bas been a na- 
tion. It is not an actual declaration of war, but it certainly 
muſt produce one:—l have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. A great number of blank oaths will be wanted. 


You will be pleaſed to order ſome by every opportunity. 


E22 + 4% 


SIR, 7 Vulley-Forge, May 18, 1778. 
I HAVE been honored with your two favors of the 
eleventh and fifteenth inſtant, with the ſeveral papers alluded 
to.— the former by monſieur Jemat, the latter by expreſs 
yeſterday.—Colonel Johnſon ſet out on ſaturday afternoon to 
wait on Congreſs upon the ſubject of his appointment, and, I 
preſume, will be at York to-day. 
I ſhall announce the reſolution of the fifteenth to the army, 
and would flatter myſelf it will quiet in a great meaſure the 
uneaſineſſes which have been ſo extremely diſtrefling, and pre- 
vent reſi gnations, which had proceeded, and were likely to 
be at ſuch a height, as to deſtroy our whole military ſyſtem. 
It has experienced no inconſiderable ſhock, particularly in 
; | fe > 
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the line of ſome ſtates, from the loſs of ſeveral very valuable 
officers. en : ö 


The letter and brevet for colonel Allen I will tranſmit by 
the firſt opportunity. He left camp eight days ago. 
From a variety of concurring circumſtances, and the uni- 
form report of. perſons who have left Philadelphia within 
four days paſt, it would appear that the enemy mean to eva- 
cuate the city. It is ſaid they have already embarked a part 
of their heavy cannon and baggage,—that tranſports are fitted 
and fitting for their horſe, and taking in hay. The accounts 
further add that there has been a preſs for ſome nights in the 
city, and ſeveral men obtained in this way, and carried aboard 
ſhip; alſo that there has been an increaſed number of vendues, 
Theſe circumſtances all indicate an evacuation : but I have 
nat been able to learn the objects of their future operations. 
I wrote to general Gates yeſterday upon the ſubject, that 
he may be prepared in the beſt manner the ſituation of things 
will admit, in cafe they ſhould be deſtined for the North- 
river, and defired him to retain for the preſent all the eaſtern 
recruits intended for this army. 

The quarter-maſter-general and commiſfary of proviſions 
are directed to uſe every poſſible exertion for putting the af- 
fairs of their departments in a train to facilitate a movement 
in caſe it ſhould be neceſſary. But ſuch have been the de- 
rangements and diſorders in them, that we muſt be pe 
em ed for a conſiderable time yet. 

A Faluable detachment, under the command of the mar- 
quis Fayette, marched this morning, which is intended to 
move between the Delaware and Schuylkill, for reſtraining 
the enemy's parties, procuring intelligence, and to act as Cir- 
cumſtances may require. 

I cannot help feeling for the priſoners in poſſeſſion of the 
enemy. —If they evacuate Philadelphia, thoſe unhappy men 
will be dragged away with them, and perhaps to a more 
miſerable confinement. But, ſuppoſing that their future treat- 
ment mould not be worſe, or even that it ſhould be more 
T4 comfortable 
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comfortable than their paſt, - the idea of being removed far. 
ther from their friends, and farther from rolief, muſt diſtreſs 
them to the laſt degree: 40 5 
I have the honor to be, &c. —. G. W. 
P. 8. I would take the 05 to mention that I think the 
arms and clothing expected from France ſhould: be brought 
forward without a moment's delay after they arrive. The 
impolicy of ſuffering them ever to remain in places acceſſible 
to ſhipping, out of the queſtion, - our diſtreſs for both is 
amazingly great: we have many men now without firelocks, 
and many coming in, in the fame predicament ; and half 
the army are without ſhirts. Our condition, for want of the 
latter, and blankets, is quite painful, —of the former, very 
diſtreſſing. The doctors attribute in a great degree the loſs 
of hundreds of lives to the ſcarcity of clothing; and I am 
certain hundreds have deſerted from the ſame cauſe. 


; SIR, Head-Quarters, Valley-Forge, May 21, 1778. 

GENERAL M-<Intoſh-will have the honor to deliver 
you this. He is now on his way to take the command at 
Pittſburg and in the weſtern frontiers, and waits on Congreſs 
for their inſtructions.—I would take the liberty of ſubmitting 
to Congreſs the incloſed account of expenſes incurred by the 
general in his journey from Georgia to join this army, and 
which he preſented to me and to the auditors for payment. 
I did not know how far I might be authoriſed to comply 
with his requeſt, and therefore lay the matter before Con- 
greſs. At the ſame time I would obſerve that nothing ap- 
pears to me more equitable than that claims of this ſort, 
where they are not immoderate, ſhould be ſatisfied by the 
public, —lf this were not the caſe, the expenſes of an officer, 
when ordered from one poſt to another, eſpecially where they 
are diſtant, would ſink the whole or a very large part of his 
pay.— The charges attending the general's Journey from 
hence to Pittſburg will require equal a} and the 


whole, 
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whole, I am perſuaded, will meet with a juſt and ſuitable 
proviſion.I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


L SIR, ii K V. alley-Forge, May 2B, 1778. 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
twenty fourth inſtant, nothing material has happened. The 


enemy are ſtill in Philadelphia: but the intelligence from 
thence is ſo clear and fo ſtrong, that it is certain, or near- 


ly as much ſo as any event can be that is contingent, that 
they mean to abandon it. Againſt the various meaſures they 
are purſuing, which point to an evacuation, there is but one 
fingle circumſtance oppoſed that I can learn, which is, that 
they are working at their redoubts with great induſtry. But 
this fact, though certainly true, cannot be of ſufficient weight 
to raiſe a doubt upon the ſubject, and muſt be conſidered as 
merely calculated to deceiye us, and to maſk their deſign. 
| We cannot find out, notwithſtanding the moſt diligent 
pains, whether their movement will be by land or ſea; nor 
are the inhabitants of the town ſatisfied on the point. —Ap- 
pearances favor either. They have a great many ſhips, and 
very large: yet, from a preparation of boats at Prince's-ba 
on the ſouth ſide of Staten-Iſland which I am juſt adviſed of, 
and for ſome other reaſons, a land route is not improbable. 

I have detached to Jerſey the whole of the troops of that 
ſtate under general Maxwell, which, I flatter myſelf, with 
the militia general Dickinſon will be able to collect, will 
give them ſome annoyance in caſe they attempt a retreat by 
land, —I have the honor to be, &c. "oy W. 


Six, 5 Valley-Forge, May 28, 1778. 
LIEUTENAN T-colonel John Gibſon, of the fixth 
Virginia regiment, who, from his knowledge of the weſtern 
country, and Indian nations and language, is ordered to re- 
pair to Pittſburg, will have the honor of delivering you this. 
| He 


— 


— — 
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He is entitled, and has been ever ſince the twenty-fifth of 
October laſt, to a regiment in that line; and I muſt take the 
liberty to requeſt that Congreſs will give him a commiſſion 
of that date. The reſolution of the thirty-firſt of December, 
« recommending the ſtates to ſuſpend filling up regimental 
vacagcjes,” my expectations that ſome officers of inferior 
rank, and perhaps of the ſame, belonging to other ſtates, 
might be reduced upon @ new arrangement,,-and the cer- 
tainty, that, if I gave commiſſions: in one inſtance, I ſhould 
be obliged to do it in all, —have prevented me appainting him 
to the vacancy he had a right to. I do not know particular- 
ly to what regiment he ought to be appointed: Congreſs 
therefore will be pleaſed to give him a commiſſion for a re- 
giment from the ſtate of Virginia, without mentioning the 
number.—I haye the honor to be, &c, G, W. 
P. S. Many copies of oaths are ſtill wanted. 


- ie Head-Quarters, Valley-Forge, May 31, 1778. 


I HAD the honor to receive your favor of the twen- 
 ty-fth inſtant by doctor Scudder, and that of the twenty- 
" ninth, yeſterday afternoon, with the incloſures and _ to 
which they referred. 

I ſhall inform major Lee of the new arrangement of his 
corps, and will appoint the officers required. Major Beatty is 
not in camp. The letter addreſſed to him ſhall be ſent by 
the firſt opportunity to Princeton, where I preſume he will 
be found. That for captain Smith is already * to 
him. 

The enemy are yet in Philadelphia, though the whole 
chain of information for ſeveral days paſt afforded grounds 
to believe that they would have evacuated it before now. —I 
ſhould ſuppoſe they are nearly prepared to do it, though the 
removal of the ſtores and baggage of ſo large an army re- 
quires conſiderable time. 

Jus 1.—I thould be glad to n in caſe Philadelphia 
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| bs evacuated, whether any and what line of conduct is to bg 
purſued reſpecting the goods that may be left. Such articles 
ags.come under the denomination of public ſtores will of courſe 
be taken by the proper officers for the uſe of the ſtates.— The 
point-on; which I wilh direction is with reſpect to goods and 
merchandiſe, private property, 1 do not know whether 
any conſiderable quantity may be left: but it has been ſug- 
geſted, chat, from an expectation of the ſort, there are ſome 
bringing into light their gold and ſilver for the purpoſe of 
buying up. If there ſhould be clothipg ſuitable for the army, 
perhaps there might be nothing unjuſt in the public's taking 
the preference, and Congreſs appointing one or two intelli- 
gent actiye perſons of addreſs, acquainted with the city and 
with thoſe who hare the goods, with proper powers to pur- 
chaſe them. 

Whatever meaſure may be 8 expedient, 3 it will be 
neceſſary to adopt it as early as poſſible, as the evacuation 
will probably take place in a ſhort time. Robert Morris, 
eſquire, I ſhould imagine, if the purchaſing ſcheme is deter- 
mined on, will be able to point out proper perſons. Some 
gentlemen have mentioned meſſieurs Samuel Howell and 
Thomas Franklyn as well qualified both on account of their 
integrity and attachment to our cauſe, and from their know- 
ledge of the city and reſidence in it ever ſince che enemy bad 
the poſſeſſion.—1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I was juſt now honored with your letter of the chir- 


ty-firſt ultimo, 


dix, Valley-Forge, June 2, 1778. 

I BEG leave to inform you, that, agreeably to the re- 

ſolutions tranſmitted in your favor of the thirty-firſt ultimo, 

I ſhall undertake the reform of the North-Carolina batallions 
in camp as ſoan as circumſtances will admit, | 

I ſincerely wiſh the legiſlatures of the ſeveral ſtates had 


paſſed laws adopting the generous policy recommended by 
. Congreſs 
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Congreſs in their reſolution of the twenty-third of April. I 
am affured by authority not to be queſtioned,” that, for want 
of this, hundreds, nay thouſands of people, and among them 
many valuable artiſans with large quantities of goods, will be 
forced from Philadelphia, who otherwiſe would willingly re: 
main. From report, their reluctance and diftreſs upon this oc 
—* are fcarcely to be paralleled. There are a few whoſe 
conduct has been ſuch, that no affurances of ſecurity, I pre- 
fume, could induce them to ſtay: and their departure, com- 
pelled and founded as it were in the approbation of their own 
conſciences, would anſwer all the purpoſes of example, eſpe- 
cially if followed by a confiſcation of property. A proſcrib- 
ing ſyſtem, or laws having the ſame effect, when carried to 
2 great extent, ever appeared to me to be impolitic: and 
their operation ſhould always ceaſe with the caufes which 
produced them. Examples in terrorem are neceſſary: but 
to exile many of its inhabitants cannot be the intereſt of any 
ſtate I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


8 | 
Srx, | Valley-Forge, June 4, 1778. 
I TAKE the liberty to tranſmit you by expreſs the 
incloſed packet which juſt arrived at our advanced poſt by a 
flag from fir Henry Clinton. I alſo tranſmit a copy of a let- 
ter I received from him, of the thirtieth ultimo, and of my an- 
ſwer ; likewiſe copies of his and lord Howe's letters which 
came to hand by the preſent flag. —The packet, I preſume, 
contains Acts ſimilar to thoſe ſent to me. 
Ihave the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


Six, 7.04 Head-Quarters, June 7, 1778. 

I HAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 

fourth and fifth inſtant, and with the reſolutions and papers to 
which they refer, —I have taken meaſures to communicate 
| ah the 
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the new eſtabliſhment of the army through the line; and th: 
ſooner the arrangements can be made, the better. Should 
there appear further regulations neceſſary, I ſhall take the 
liberty to offer my ſentiments reſpecting them. 

My principal deſign, in addreſſing St | 
receipt of your letters, is to adviſe Congiaſ,of the arrival of 
the commiſſioners. Lord Carliſle, governor Johnſton, and 
William Eden, eſquire, are come over in this character, and 
got to nne. Lord Cornwallis is alſo ar- 
rived. ' 

I T have been juſt favored with the incloſed Britiſh paper, 
which L tranſmit for your peruſal. Some parts of it are very 
By ſome accident the copies of the reſolutions of the tenth 
of, January, referred to in that of the fourth inſtant, have 
been miſlaid or loſt. This circumſtance lays me under the 
2 of troubling you with a requeſt for others. | 

J have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
pP. S. I am told a reſolution paſſed about the nineteenth ul- 
timo, reſpecting the payment of priſoners either in the actual 
poſſeſſion of the enemy, or on parole. I do not recollect to 


have been honored with it; and, if there is ſuch a one, I 75 


wiſh to be favored with a copy for the government of my 
conduct. 


Sin, Tad. Cuarters, Valley-Forge, June 9, 1778. 
I WAS favored with yours of the ſixth inſtant, incloſ- 

ing copies of your anſwers to lord Howe and general Clin- 
ton. The originals I ſent in early this morning by a flag. 
have the honor. to tranſmit you a duplicate of a letter I 
received from fir Henry Clinton for the purpoſe of procuring, 
a paſſport for doctor Ferguſon (the ſecretary to the king's com- 
miſhon) to Congreſs, with my anſwer to him,—on the ſubject 
of which, Congreſs will be pleaſed to favor me with their 
inſtructions.I have the honor to be, &c. S. W. 


\ 
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Sr, — e * 10, 1770 
MAJOR Campbell of the thirteenth Virginia regiment 

will have the honor of preſenting you with this. He is now 
bn his way, at the earneſt ſolicitation of general M*Intoſh, 
to ſerve in the weſtern department, and waits on Congrels, to 
obtain (if they ſhall think proper) a commiſſion for a lieu- 
tenant-colonelcy, in the Virginia line, to 'which he has been 
entitled inthe ordinary courfe ſince the twentieth of February 
laſt. —The major ſuſtains the character of a good and brave 
officer, and has behaved as ſuch during his ſervice.—He is 
the more deſirous of getting a commiſhon at this time, as 
otherwiſe he may be commanded by the lieutenant-colonels 
to be, or who are, appointed to the two new regiments lately 
orderei to be raiſed in that quarter. I do not know the par- 
ticular regiment to which he ſhould be affixed : therefore, if 
he obtains a commiſſion, it may be left blank in this inſtance. 


I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
9 Head-Quarters, June 15, 1 778. 


FHAVE been duly honored with your favors of the 
eleventh and fourteenth. inſtant; and with the incloſures to 
which they refer. —The reſolution for ſettling the value of 
rations which have become due ſince the firſt of January, and 
fixing the mode of payment, I ſhall announce in this day's 
orders, and hope it will be highly ſatisfactory to all who are 
intereſted in it. 

I have notified general Mifflin of the inquiry directed by 
Congreſs on the eleventh inſtant, by tranſmitting him a copy 


of their proceedings; and he has obtained leave, on his ſolici- 


tation, to repair to York, &c, to prepare for his defence. 
This I thought myſelf under a neceſſity of granting, how- 
ever inconvenient and injurious it may be to permit as" ab- 
ſence of officers at this period, 


Our expectations that Philadelphia will be n in 
X the 
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the courſe of a few days are again up. The information re- 
ceived yeſterday through various channels, and in a pretty di- 
rect way, would ſeem to place the matter almoſt on the foot- 


| ing of certainty. 


We had about forty privates and twenty 1 exchan- 


ged on ſunday. Another party will be exchanged to day : 
and, according to agreement, the whole of our unfortunate 
men will be releaſed as faſt as we can bring down parties of 
the priſoners in our hands, to give for them.—Ir is thought 
by ſome we ſhall not have an opportunity of completing the 
exchange of all thoſe in Philadelphia before the enemy leave 
i.— Mr. Boudinot has alſo ſettled and adjuſted the whole 
number of priſoners we are to account for (beſides thoſe 
now in actual confinement) at nine hundred, which is leſs 
than half of the claim fir William Howe ſo pertinaciouſly 
and fo long adhered to. 

I have the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 


Head-Quarters, half-after eleven, A. M. June 18, 1778. 
Six, 5 

I HAVE the pleaſure to inform Congreſs that I was 

this minute adviſed by Mr. Roberts that the enemy evacuated 

the city early this morning. He was down at the middle 

ferry on this fide, where he received the intelligence from a 

number of citizens who were on the oppoſite ſhore. They 

told him that about three thouſand of the troops had embark- 

ed on board tranſports. The deſtruction of the bridge pre- 

vented him crofling.—I expect every moment official ac- 
counts on the ſubject. 


I have put fix brigades in motion; and the reſt of the army 


are preparing to follow with all poſſible diſpatch. We fhall 
proceed towards Jerſey, and govern ourſelves according to cir- 
cumſtances.—As yet I am not fully aſcertained of the enemy's 
deſtination; nor are there wanting a variety of opinions as 
to the route they will purſue, whether it will be by land or fez, 
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admitting it to be to New-York. Some think it probable, in 
ſuch caſe, that the part of their army which croſſed the De- 
laware will march down the Jerſey ſhore ſome diſtance, and 
then embark.—There is other intelligence corroborating Mr. 
Roberts's, but none official is yet come, 
I have the honor to be, r. G. W. 
A letter from captain M- Clean, dated in Philadelphia, this 
minute came to hand, confirming the evacuation. 


— 


Sin, —Head-Quarters, June 18, 1778, fix clock, P. M. 
' - _ SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you this fore- 
noon, I received your letter of the ſeventeenth, with its ſeveral 
incloſures.—T am happy in the approbation of Congreſs re- 
ſpecting my conduct to doctor Ferguſon. I could not find, 
after the matureſt conſideration on the ſubject, that his paſ- 
fage through the country could be in any wiſe material, or 
anſwer any other purpoſe than to ſpread diſaffection. 

J ſhall take every meaſure in my power to prevent an in- 
tercourſe between the army and the enemy, and alſo between 
the inhabitants and the latter. You may reſt aſſured that 
whatever letters come from their lines ſhall be, as they ever 
bave been, minutely inſpected ; and whenever they import 
any thing of an inſidious caſt, they ſhall be ſuppreſſed. In 
this I truſt I ſhall not offend againſt any rule of right, nor 
the ſtricteſt propriety, 

The letter for the commiſſioners I ſhall tranſmit by the 
earlieſt opportunity : however their departure from Philadel- 
phia will prevent their getting it as ſoon as they otherwiſe 
would have done.—I cannot ſay that I regret the delay: 
for there is no knowing to what acts of depredation and 
ruin their diſappointed ambition might have led. And per- 
mit me to add that I think there was no other criterion 
for Congreſs to go by, than the one they have adopted. 
The proceedings of the twenty-ſecond of April, it is proba- 
ble, have reached Britain by this time, and will ſhew that. 
the 


Ly 
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the preſent powers of the ahne ch at leaſt thoſe we 
are obliged to ſuppoſe them to poſſeſs, - are wholly 1 yes 
tent to any valuable end. 

I have appointed genefal Arnold to command in Philadels 
phia, as the ſtate of his wound will not permit his ſervices in 
a more active line: Colonel Jackſon, with a detachment of 
trobps, is to attend him: and I flatter myſelf that order will 
be preſerved, and the ſeveral purpoſes anſwered, expreſſed 
by Congreſs in their reſolution of the fourth inſtant.— The 
general ſet out this evening, and I myſelf ſhall move with the 
main body of the army at Ne in the morning to-morrow. 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. By this conveyance you will be pleaſed to receive 
the proceedings of the court of inquiry reſpecting the loſſes 
* the forts in che Highlands. 


— — 


n Head- Cuarters, June 18, 27500 


THE baron Steuben will have the honor to deliver 
you this. I do not know particularly the extent of his buſi- 
neſs at York : but, from what he has communicated, it is 
in part to get the duties and powers of his appointment mi- 
nutely defined and ſettled. I incloſe a copy of orders on the 
fifteenth inſtant, which were iſſued to quiet the minds of the 
general officers, and to remove a ſpirit of jealouſy which but 


too apparently was riſing among them. Theſe contain my 


ideas of the principal duties of the inſpector's office, and, I 
have reaſon. to think, are generally agreeable to the army.— 
While'T am on this ſubject, I muſt do juſtice to the baron's 
intelligence, zeal, and indefatigable induſtry; from which we 
have experienced very happy effects. 

The 'incloſed letter I tranſmit at the requeſt of copiate 
* Gibbs; and I'wiſh to recommend him to the conſideration 
of Congreſs. He has been in the army from the commence- 


ment of the war, and in the capacities which he mentions.— 
When Congreſs were pleaſed to honor me with the appoint- 
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ment of officers for the ſixteen additional batallions, I offered 
to make ſome proviſion ſor him: but this he declined, pre- 
ferring to remain in my family. The guard he commanded 
originally conſiſted of fifty men: but, ſince the arrival of ba- 
ron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred and fifty. He 
adviſed that there ſhould be a ſele corps of this number to 
receive the manceuvres in the firſt inſtance, and to act as a 
model to the army ; and propoſed that it ſhould be formed of 
the old guard company anddraughts from the line. —I preſume, 
L it it ſhouldhe Congreſs's pleaſure,that a majority, would be 
highly agreeable to the captain, and is as much as he expects. 


have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
sm, June 20, 1778, four o'clock, P. M. 


I' HAVE che honor to inform you that I am now ad- 
vanced with the main body of the army within ten miles of 
Coryel's ferry, and ſhall halt to refreſh the troops, and for 
the night, as the weather is very rainy.— General Lee, with 
the ſix brigades mentioned in my former letter, 'will reach 
the ferry this evening. 

My laſt accounts from Jerſey were from general Dickin- 
ſon, dated yeſterday at three o'clock, P. M. | Theſe ſay the 
enemy had then advanced to Eyreſtown, three miles below 
Mount-Holly, and were buſily engaged in repairing the 
bridge which had been deſtroyed. General Dickinſon adds 
that there had been a briſk firing for ſome minutes between 
the enemy and Maxwell's brigade, or a part of it, in their 
advance,—in which the former, according to the report of a 
deſerter, had ſeyeral killed. He further ſays the militia bad 
deen [appriſed] of their approach, were in good ſpirits, and 
that he expected to-day to be tolerably ſtrong.— have this 
minute written him by expreſs, requeſting him to acquaint 
me with, their and his own fituation,—what number of men 


he has already collected, and 0 further augmentations he 


expects to receive. | . 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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kn, June 21,.—fen miles from Coryel"s: 

THIS will be delivered you by major Wemp who 
has the care of ſame warrioss from the Seneca nation. The 
incloſed copy of a letter from our commiſſioners will ſhew 
that they are come to ohtain the releaſe of Aſtiarix, another 
warrior, who was taken on the frontiers of Virginia. I nes 
yer heard of the circumſtance till I was informed of it a few 
days ago by a letter from general Schuyler. As che com- 
miſſioners have conſented to his exchange, and adviſed it, I 
have aſſured them it was agreeable to me; and I mult take 
the liberty to requeſt that Congreſs will order it to be accom- 
pliſhed as ſoon as poſſible. 

I have treated them with civility, but declared at the ſame 
time, in anſwer to their ſpeeches both in council and as wars 
riors,if they do not immediately ceaſe hoſtilities, and be- 
come our friends, or at leaſt neutral that, the moment we 
are clear of the Britiſh army, 1 will turn our whole force 
againſt them and the other nations at war with us, and cut 
chem off to a man.—They ſaw the main body of our army 
to-day ; which circumſtance, added to the evacuation of Phil- 
adelphia, and the preſents I wrote general Arnold to make 
them, with other inſtances of kindneſs, I truſt, will have a 
happy influence on the actions and diſpoſitions of their nation 
when they return. 

They axe alſa attended by a few of our Oneida and Tuſ- 
carora friends, who were thought neceſſary to proceed with 
the truce. They had diſpatches from their ſachems for the 
immediate return of ſuch of their men and warriors as were 
here, on account of their apprehenſions of hoſtilities by the 
Senecas, &c. I conſented to the meaſure, and directed that 
they ſhould be furniſhed with ample and ſuitable preſents, if 
they could be obtained previous to their departure. The ar- 
my is in march ; which will not permit me to add further than 
hes I have the honor to be, &c, 8. W. 
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StR, Head. Quarters, near Coryel's, June 22; 17)8. 

I HAVE the honor to inform you that I am now in 

Jerſey, and that the troops are paſſing the river at Coryel's, 
and are moſtly over.—The lateſt intelligence I have had re- 
ſpecting the enemy was yeſterday from general Dickinſon. 
He ſays they were in the morning at Moreftown and Mount- 
Holly; but that he had not been able to learn what route 
they would purſue from thence; nor was it eaſy to determine, 
as, from their fituation, they might either proceed to South- 
Amboy, or by way of Brunſwic.— We have been a good 
deal impeded in our march by rainy weather.—As ſoon as 
we have cleaned the arms, and can get matters in train, we 
propoſe moving towards Princeton, in order to avail our- 
felves of any favorable occaſions that may preſent K e 


of attacking or annoying the enemy. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. V 


—— ix miles from Monmouth, June 28, 1778, 
SIR, half after eleven, A. MM. 


I WAS duly honored with your favor of the twenticth 
inſtant, with the report to which it referred, and truſt my 
ſituation will apologiſe for my not anſwering it before. 

Iam now here with the main body of the army, and 
preſſing hard to come up with the enemy. They encamp- 
ed yeſterday at Monmouth court-houſe, having almoſt the 
whole of their front, particularly their left wing, ſecured by 


a marſh and thick wood, and their rear by a difficult deſile, 


from whence they moved very early this morning. Our ad- 
vance, from the rainy weather, and the intenſe heat when it 
was fair (though theſe may have been equally diſadvantageous 
to them), has been greatly delayed. Seyeral of our men have 
fallen fick from theſe cavſes ; and a few unfortunately have 
fainted, and died in a little time after. 
We have a ſelect and ſtrong detachment more forward, 
2 | under 
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under the command of major-general Lee, with orders to at- 

tack their rear if poſſible. Whether the detachment will be 

able to come up with it, is a matter of queſtion, eſpecially 

before they get into ſtrong grounds,—Beſides this, Morgan, 

whhabis corps,” and * are rs 

flanks, - 

I cannot determine yet at what place they nad to em- 

bark. Some think they will puſh for Sandy-Hook, whilſt 

others ſuppoſe they mean to go to Shoal-harbor. The lat- 
ter opinion ſeems to be founded in the greater probability, as, 

from intelligence, ſeveral veſſels and craft are lying off that 

place. . | 
We have made a few priſoners ; and they have loſt a good 

many men by deſertion. I cannot aſcertain their number, 

as they came in to our advanced parties, and puſhed imme- 
diately into the country. I think five or ſix hundred is the 
leaſt number that have come in, in the whole. They are 
chiefly foreigners, —I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, 


Fields near Monmouth Court-Houſe, June 29, 1778. 
Six, 


I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, about ſeven 
o'clock. yeſterday morning, both armies advanced on each 
other. About twelve, they met on the grounds near Mon- 
mouth court-houſe, when an action commenced. We for- 
ced the enemy from the field, and encamped on the ground, 
They took a ſtrong paſt in our front, ſecured on both flanks 
by moraſſes and thick woods, where they remained till about 
twelve at night, and then retreated. —1 cannot at this time go 
into a detail -of matters ; when opportunity will permit, I 
ſhall take the liberty of tranſmitting Congreſs a more partie 
cular account of the proceedings of the day, 4A n 
I T have the honor to be, &c. G. W,. 
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xx, Wm *Engliſitewn, July 1, 1198, 

I EMBRACE. this firſt moment of leiſure to give 
Congreſs a. more full and particular account of the move. 
ments of the army under my command ſince its paſting the 
Delaware, than the ſituation of our affairs would heretofore 


permit. 


I had the honor to adviſe them, that, on the appearances 
of the enemy's intention to march through Jerſey becoming 
ſerious, I had detached general Maxwell's brigade in con- 
junction with the militia of that ſtate to interrupt and impede 
their progreſs by every obſtruction in their power, ſo as to 
give time to the army under my command to come up with 
them, and take advantage of any favorable circumſtances 
that might preſent themſelves. The army having proceed - 
ed to Coryel's ferry and croſſed the Delaware at that place, 
I immediately detached colonel Morgan with a ſelect corps 
of ſix hundred men to reinforce general Maxwell, and march 
ed with the main body towards Princeton. 

The flow advance of the enemy had greatly the air of de- 
ſign, and led me, with others, to ſuſpect that general Clin- 
ton, defirous of a general action, was endeavoring to draw 


us down into the lower country, in order, by a rapid move- 


ment, to gain our right, and take poſſeſſion of the ſtrong 
grounds above us. This conſideration, and to give the 
troops time to repoſe and refreſh themſelves from the fatigues 
they had experienced from rainy and exceſſive hot weather, 
determined me to halt at Hopewell townſhip about five miles 
from Princeton, where we. remained till the morning of the 


qwenty-fifth. | n 


On the preceding day I made a ſecond detachment of 
fifteen hundred choſen troogs under brigadier-general Scott, 


to reinforce thoſe already in the vicinity of the enemy, the 


more effectually to annoy and delay their march, The next 
day the army moved to Kingſton ;- and, having received in- 
telligence that the enemy were proſecuting their route to- 

wards 
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wards Monmouth court-houſe, 1 diſpatched a thouſand ſelect 
men under brigadicr-general Wayne, and ſent the marquis 
De la Fayette to take the command of the whole advanced 
corps, including Maxwell's brigade and Morgan's light in- 
fantry, with orders to take the firſt fair opportunity of at- 
tacking the enemy's rear. 

In the evening of the ſame day, the Ws army iarehed 
from Kingſton, where our baggage was left, with intention 
to preſerve a proper diſtance for ſupporting the advanced 
cotps, and arrived at Cranberry early the next morning. 
The intenſe heat of the weather, and a heavy ſtorm un- 
luckily coming on, made it impoſſible to reſume our march 


that day without great inconvenience and injury to the- 


troops. Our advanced corps, being differently circumſtan- 
ced, moved from the poſition it had held the night before, 
and took poſt in the evening on the Monmouth road about 


five miles from the enemy's rear, in expectation of attack- 


ing them next morning on their march.—The main body 


having remained at Cranberry, the advanced corps was 
found to be too remote, and too far upon the right, to be 
ſupported in caſe of an attack either upon or from the 
enemy ; which induced me to ſend orders to the marquis 
to file off by his left towards Engliſhtown, which he ac- 
cordingly executed early in the morning of the tweniy-le+ 
venth, | | 
The enemy, in marching from Allentown, had changed 
their diſpoſition, and placed their beſt troops in the rear, con- 
fiſting of all the grenadiers, light infantry, and chaſſeurs of 
the line. This alteration made it neceſſary to increaſe the 
number of our advanced corps; in conſequence of which, 1 
detached major-general Lee with two brigades to join the 
marquis at Engliſhtown, on whom of courſe the command 
of the whole devolved, amounting to about five thouſand 
men. The main body marched the ſame day, and encamped 
within three miles of that place. Morgan's corps was left 
ONE on the enemy's right flank ; and the Jerſey militia, 
V4 amounting 
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. amounting at this time to about ſeven or eight hundred men, 
under general Dickinſon, on their left, | 

The enemy were now encamped in a ſtrong poſition, with 
their right extending about à mile and a half beyond the 
court-houſe in the parting of the roads leading to Shrewſbury 
and Middletown, and their left along the road from Allen- 
town to Monmouth, about three miles on this fide the court. 
houſe, Their right flank lay on the ſkirt of a ſmall wood, 
while their left was ſecured by a very thick one,—a moraſs 
running towards their rar, and their whole front covered by 
a wood, and, for a conſiderable extent towards the left, with 
a moraſs,—In this ſituation they halted till the morning af 
the twenty-eighth. | 

Matters being thus eee having had the beſt in- 
formatign, that, if the enemy were once arrived at the heights 
of Middletown, ten or twelve miles from where they were, 

it would be impoſſible to attempt any thing againſt them with 
a proſpect af ſucceſs, I determined to attack their rear the 

moment they ſhould. get in motion from thejr preſent ground, 
I communicated my intentjon to general Lee, and. ordered 
him to make his diſpoſition for the attack, and to keep 
his troops conſtantly lying upon their arms, to be in readi- 
neſs at the ſhorteſt notice. This was done wi:h reſpect to 
the troops under my immediate command. 

About five in the morning, general Dickinſon ſent an ex- 
preſs informing that the front of the enemy had begun their 
march. I inſtantly put the army in motion, and ſent orders 
by one of my aides to general Lee to move on and attack 
them unleſs there ſhould be very powerful reaſons to the 

- contrary, —acquainting him at the ſame time, that I was 
marching to ſupport him, and, for dqing it with the greater 
expedition and conyenience, ſhould make the men diſencum: ; 
ber themſelves of their packs and blankets, _ + k 
After marching about tive miles, to my great ſurpriſe and 
mortification, I met the whole advanced corps retreating,— 


aud, as I was told, by general Lee's orders — without | having 
made 
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made any oppoſition, except one fire, given by a party un- 
der the command of colonel Butler, on their being «charged 
by the enemy's cavalry, who were repulſed. —l proceeded 
immediately to the rear of the corps, which 1 found cloſely 
preſſed by the enemy, and gave directions for fo-ming part 
of the retreating troops, who, by the brave and ſpirited con- 
duct of the officers, aided by ſome pieces «of well-ſerved ar- 
tillery, checked the enemy's advance, and gave time to make 
a diſpoſition of the left wing and ſecond line of the army up- 
on an eminence, and in a wood a little in the rear, covered 
by a maraſs in front, On this were placed ſome batteries of 
cannon by lord Stirling who commanded the left wing, which 
played upon the enemy with great effect, and, ſeconded, by 
parties of infantry detached 10 oppoſe them, effectually put a 
ſtop to their advance. 

General Lee being detached wich che advanced corps, ws 
command of the right wing, for the occaſion, was given to 
general Greene. For the expedition of the march, and to 
counteract any attempt to turn our right, I had ordered him 
to tile off by the new church, two miles from Englithtown, 
and fall into the Monmouth road, a ſmall diſtance in the 
rear of the court-houſe, while the reſt of the column moved 
directly on towards the court-houſe.—On intelligence of 
the retreat, he marched up and took a very advantageous pa- 
ſition on the right. 

The enemy, by this time, finding themſelves warmly op 
poſed in front, made an attempt to turn our left flank : but 
they were bravely repulſed and driven back by detached par- 
ties of infantry. They alſo made a movement to our right 
with as little ſucceſs, general Greene having advanced a body 
of troops with artillery to a commanding piece of ground; 
. which not only diſappointed their deſign of turning our 
right, but ſeverely enfiladed thoſe in front of the left wing. 
In addition to this, general Wayne advanced with a body 
of troops, and kept up ſo ſevere and well- directed a fire, that 
the enemy were ſoon compelled to retire behind the defile 

where 
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where the firſt Rand in the begiuning of the action had been 


* 
* 4 - * a „ 
- -. N — 


In this ſituation the enemy had both their flanks ſecured 
by thick woods and moraſſes, while their front could only 
be approached through a narrow paſs. I reſolved neverthe- 
leſs to attack them; and, for that purpoſe, ordered general 
Poor, with his own and the Carolina brigade, to move round 
upon their right, and general Woodford upon their left, 


and the artillery to gall them in front. But the impedi- 


ments in their way prevented their getting within reach be- 


fore it was dark. They remained upon the ground they 


bad been directed to occupy during the night, with inten- 
tion to begin the attack early the next morning; and the 
army continued lying upon their arms in the field of action, 
to be in readineſs to ſupport them. | | 

In the mean time the enemy were employed in removing 


their wounded, and about twelye o'clock at night marched 


away in fuch ſilence, that, though general Poor lay extreme- 
1y near them, they effected their retreat without his know- 
ledge. They carried off all their wounded, except four of- 
ficers and about forty privates whoſe wounds were too dan- 
gerous to permit their removal. | 
The extreme heat-of the weather, the fatigue of the men 
from their march through a deep ſandy country almoſt en- 
tirely deſtitute of water, and the diſtance the enemy had 
gained by marching in the night, made a purſuit impractic- 
able and fruitleſs : it would have anſwered no valuable pur- 
poſe, and would have been fatal to numbers of our men, ſe- 
yeral of whom died the preceding day with heat. 
Were to conclude my account of this day's tranſactions 
without expreſſing my obligations to the officers of the army 
in general, I ſhould do injuſtice_to their merit, and violence 
to my own feelings. They ſeemed to vie with each other in 
manifeſting their zeal and bravery. The catalogue of thoſe 
who diſtinguiſhed "themſelves is too long to admit of parti- 
culariſing individuals. I cannot, however, forbear mention- 
— 5 ing 
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ing brigadier-general Wayne, whoſe good conduct and bra- 
very through the whole action deſerves particular commen-; 
dation. 

The behavior of the troops in — after * recover 
ed from the firſt ſurpriſe occaſioned by the retreat of the ad- 
vanced corps, was ſuch as could not be ſurpaſſed. —All the 
artillery, both officers and men, that were engaged, — 
guiſhed themſelves in a remarkable manner. 

Incloſed, Congreſs will be pleaſed to receive a return of 
our killed, wounded, and miſſing. Among the firſt were 
lieutenant-colonel Bunner of Pennſylvania, and major Dick- 
inſon of Virginia,. both officers of diſtinguiſhed merit, and 
much to be. regretted. —The enemy's ſlain, leſt on the field, 
and buried by us, according to the return of the perſons aſſign- 
ed to. that duty, were four officers and two hundred and 
forty-five privates. In the former number was the honorable 
colonel Monckton. Excluſive of theſe, they buried ſome 
themſelyes, as there were ſeveral new graves near the field 
of battle.-How many men they may have had wounded, 
cannot be determined: but, from the uſual proportion, the 
number muſt have been conſiderable.— There were a few 
priſoners taken. 

The peculiar ſituation of general 100 at this time requires 


that I ſhould ſay nothing of his conduct. He is now in ar- 


reſt. The charges againſt him, with ſuch ſentence as the 
court- martial may decree in his caſe, ſhall be tranſmitted ſor 
the approbation or diſapprobation of Congreſs, as ſoon as it 
ſhall be paſſed. 

Being fully convinced by the gentlemen of this. e 
that the enemy cannot be hurt or injured in their embarka. 
tion at Sandy-Hook, the place to which they are going, — and 
unwilling to get too far removed from the North- river 
I put the troops in motion early this morning, and ſhall pro- 
ceed that way, leaving the Jerſey brigade, Morgan's corps, 
and other light parties (the militia being all diſmiffed), to 
hover about them, to countenance deſertion, and to prevent 
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their depredations as far as poſſible. — After they embark, the 
former will take poſt in the neighborhood of Elizabeth. 
town, the latter rejoin the corps from which they were de- 


tached.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
A Camp, near Brunſwic, Fuly 7, 1778. 


I HAVE the honor to inform you, that, on ſunday 
morning, the left wing of the army moved towards the 
North- river; the right followed yeſterday z and the ſecond 
line, which forms the rear diviſion, is alſo now in motion. 
I ſhall advance as faſt as I can conſiſtently with the circum- 
ſtances of the weather ard the health of the troops. 

- The enemy, from the advices of our parties of obſerva- 
tion, were nearly if not all embarked yeſterday. They have 
continued to deſert upon all occaſions. 

* I ſhould be extremely happy if the committee appointed 
to arrange the army would repair to it as ſoon as poſſible. 
Congreſs can form no adequate idea of the diſcontents pre- 
vailing on account of the unſettled ſtate of rank, and the un- 
certainty in which officers are as to their future ſituation. 
The variety of hands in which the power of granting of 
commiſſions and filling up vacancies is lodged, —and other 
circumſtances,— have occaſioned frequent inſtances of young- 
er officers commanding their ſeniors, from the former hav- 
ing received their commiſſions, and the latter not, — and 
theſe, not only in the line of the army at large, but in their 
own brigades, and even in their own regiments.—This, it 
will be readily conceived, is neceſſarily productive of much 
confuſion, altercation and complaint, and requires the ſpec- 
dieſt remedy.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
P. 8. By accounts from Monmouth, more of the enemy's 
dead have been ſound.—It is ſaid the number buxjed by us 
and the inhabitants exceeds three hundred. 
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Sin, Camp, at Paramus, July 12; 1776. 
& friday evening, I had the honor to receive your 
letter of the ſeventh inſtant, with its inclofures.—The vote 
of approbation ; and thanks, which Congreſs have been pleaſed 
to honor me with, gives me the higheſt fatisfaQtion, and at 
the ſame time demands a return” of my fincereſt acknow- 
tedgments.— The other reſolution I communicated with 
great pleaſure to the army at large in yeſterday's orders. 
The left wing of the army, which advanced yeſterday four 
miles beyond this, moved this morning on the route towards 
King's-ferry. The right, and ſecond line, which makes the 
laſt diviſion, are now here, where they will halt for a day or 
two,—or perhaps longer, if no circumſtances of a preſſing 
nature caſt up, in order to refreſh themſelves from the 
great fatigues they have ſuffered from the intenſe heat of the 
weather. | 
We have had it reported for two or three days through 
ſeveral channels from New-York, that there is a French fleet 
on the coaſt : and'it is added that the enemy have been man- 
ning with the utmoſt diſpatch ſeveral of their ſhips of war 


which were there, and have puſhed them out to ſea, —How - 


far theſe facts are true, I cannot determine: but I ſhould think 
it of infinite importance to aſcertain the firſt, if poſſible, by 
ſending out ſwift-ſailing cruiſers. The moſt intereſting ad- 
vantages might follow the information, I will try, by every 
practjcable means that I can deviſe, to obtain an accurate 
account of the enemy's fleet at New-York. | | 


I have the honor to be, Cc. G. W. 
Sir, + Camp, Paramus, July 14, 1778. 


 I'HAD the honor yeſterday evening of receiving your 

very important favor of the tenth inſtant. = Colonel Laurens, 
one of my aides, will ſer out this morning with a letter to 
the French admiral, the count D'Eſtaingyincloſing + a copy of 
yours, 
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yours, and ſuch other information as I have been able to 
collect. Its further purpoſe is for the eſtabliſhing a conven- 
tion of ſignals in caſe of co-operation, or to convey him ſuch 
knowledge of the enemy's naval force and poſition, as may 
from time to time come under our cogniſance. 

It appears by intelligence of to-day that the count D'EC. 
taing is off or near Sandy-Hook, having already ſeized ſeve- 
ral fiſhing: boats on the ! in order to . informa- 
tion and pilots. . 7 . — 

The army is in motion, * will croſs the North - rirer 
with all convenient diſpatch, where I ſhall purſue ſuch mea- 
ſures as may appear beſt calculated for i "OR the pre- 


ſent conjuncture. 
I T have the honor to be, cc. | G. w. 
Six, Camp, near White-Plains, Fuly 22, 1778, 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
* fourteenth, I have been favored with your letters of the 
eleventh and ſeventeenth, with their reſpective incloſures, 
The next morning after the receipt of the former which 
came to hand on the ſeventeenth, I diſpatched lieutenant-co- 
lonel Hamilton, another of my aides, with the beſt pilots 
and the moſt ſkilful maſters of ſhips I could procure, to ad- 
miral count D'Eſtaing, to converſe with him more fully on 
the ſubjeQ of his operations, than I was able to direct licu- 
tenant-colonel Laurens to do for want of the information 
which I afterwards obtained from major Chouin, and a 
knowledge in ſeveral other points beſides. 

On ſunday night Mr. Laurens returned; and I found by 
him that it was the count's firſt wiſh to enter at Sandy- 
Hook, in order to poſſeſs himſelf of, or to deſtroy, if poſſible, 


the whole of the Britiſh flect lying in the bay of New-York; 


and that, for this purpoſe, he had been much engaged in his 
inquiries about the. depth of water, and in ſounding the 
channel to aſcertain it; the reſult of which was, that the 
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water, from the experiments made, was too ſhallow at che en- 
trance to admit his large ſhips, —or, if they could be got in, 
it appeared that it would not be without a great deal of diffi- 
culty and riſk. After this diſappointment, the next import- 
ant object which ſeemed to preſent itſelf was an attempt 
againſt Rhode-Ifland, which the count inclined to make 
(unleſs I ſhould adviſe the contrary) as ſoon as the Chi- 
mere frigate, which had carried his excellency monſieur 
Girard into the Delaware, ſhould rejoin him. 

Lieutenant-colonel Hamilton, who was well informed of 
our ſituation and of my ſentiments on every point, was in- 
ſtructed to give the admiral a full and accurate ſtate of facts, 
and to acquaint him what aid, and how far we could co-ope- 
rate with him in caſe of an attempt either againſt New- 
York or Rhode-Iſland ; and alſo to obtain his ideas of the plan 
and ſyſtem which he might think ought to be purſued, and 
to agree with him on certain ſignals. | 

Previous to my diſpatching Mr. Hamilton, from the in- 
formation I received on my inquiries reſpecting the naviga- 
tion at the Hook, I was led to ſuſpect (however intereſting 
and deſirable the deſtruction or capture of the Britiſh fleet 
might be) that it was not ſufficient to introduce the count's 
ſhips. Under this apprehenſion, I wrote general Sullivan on the 
ſeventeenth by expreſs, that an expedition might take place 
in a ſhort time againſt Rhode-Iſland, and urged him at the 
ſame time to apply to the ſtates of Maſſachuſetts, Rhode- 
Iſland and Connecticut, for as many men as would augment 
his force to five thouſand, and alſo to make every poſſible 
preparation of boats, proviſion, pilots, &c, as if the event was 
fixed and certain. 

From this time till about twelve o'clock on ſunday, the 
troops continued paſſing the river, when I eroſſed with the 
laſt diviſion. On monday afternoon I arrived at this place, 
in the neighborhood of which, the right and left wing en- 
camped that night, with the ſecond line a few miles in their 
rear. And here I am happy to add that their paſſage acroſs 
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the river was effected without any accident, or without any 


more delay than neceſſarily attended the work. 
Being perſuaded now from the converſation which I have 


had with ſeveral pilots and maſters of veſſels, of character, as 


well as from the accounts of other gentlemen, and colonet 
Laurens's report on his return, that the paſſing of the 
count's ſhips by the Hook would be extremely precarious, if 
not impracticable, I determined yeſterday (which was ag 
ſoon as it could be done), without waiting for further intel- 
ligence upon the ſubject, to put two brigades under march- 
ing orders. They accordingly marched this morning at two 
o'clock, for Rhode-Ifland, under the particular command of 
generals Varnum and Glover reſpeCtively, and both under the 
direction, for the preſent, of the marquis De la Fayette. A 
water conveyance was thought of, and wiſhed for the eaſe of 
the troops: but, on conſideration of all circumſtances, ſuch 
as the difficulty of providing veſſels, the change and preca- 
riouſneſs of the winds, the riſk from the enemy's ſhips, &c, 
their route by land was deemed by far the more eligible, — 
| The force with general Sullivan, from the beſt and lateſt ad- 
vice I have been able to obtain, is about three thouſand. — 
A detachment under colonel Jackſon will follow Varnum's 
and Glover's brigades, 

The incloſed papers, N* 1, reſpecting Gebe perſons ſent 
from Bennington, and ordered into the enemy's lines, came 
fo hand yeſterday. About the ſame time I received a letter 
from governor Clinton, containing a petition by the pri- 
ſoners, and a letter from the committee of Albany, all re- 
monſtrating againſt the proceeding. As this is a matter in 
which 1 have no authority to act, nor in which I would 
wiſh to intermeddle, I take the liberty of referring it to Con- 


greſs, that they may decide upon it.— The priſoners are at 


12 Weſt-Point, and ordered to be detained there ſor the pre- 


fent. 
I would allo take the liberty of tranſmitting to Congreſs 


a letter from captain Gibbs, and of recommending him to 


their 
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their conſideration. His letter was to have been ſent by 
the baron Steuben before we marched from Valley-Forge : 
but his defining to go to Yorktown at that time, and our 
move through the Jerſeys, delayed its being done. The: 
cafffain has been in the army from the commencement of 
the war, and in the capacities which he mentions. When 
Congreſs were pleaſed to honor me with the appointment 
of officers for the ſixteen additional batallions, I offered to 
make ſome proviſion for him: but this he declined, pre- 
ferring to remain in my family. The guard he originally 
commanded conſiſted of fifty men; but, ſince the arrival of 
baron Steuben, it has been augmented to a hundred and fifty. 
The baron adviſed that there ſhould be a ſelect corps of this 
number to receive the manteuvres in the firſt inſtance, and + 
to act as 'a model to the army; and propoſed that it ſhould 
be formed of the old guard company, and draughts from the 
line.—l preſume, if it ſhould be Congreſs's pleaſure, a ma- 
jority would be highly acceptable to NR and that it 
is as much as he expects. 

Eleven clock, P. M. —I this moment 80 a . 
from colonel Hamilton who is on his return to the army, 
dated the twentieth at Black- Point. He informs that the 
count D'Eſtaing would fail the next evening for Rhode- 
Iſland, being convinced from actual ſoundings that he could | | 
not enter his ſhips. He was anxiouſly waiting the arrival 
of the Chimere, but, at all events, meant to ail at the time 
he mentions. The admiral has agreed on ſignals with Mr. 
Hamilton, —Immediately after this letter came to hand, my 
aide, Mr. Laurens, ſet out for Providence, having many 
things to communicate to general Sullivan upon. the ſubject 
of his Co-operation, which neither time nor propriety would 
ſuffer me to commit to paper. General Sullivan is directed 
not to conſine the number of his troops to five thouſand, 
but to augment it, if * ſhall judge it my to inſure - 
his facceſs: - +» 

I was mfarmed by Mr. ar 42 A D'Bſtaing's: 's. 
„ Vorl. X magazine 


356 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


magazine of-bread is not ſo large as we could wiſh; and that 
in the courſe. of a few weeks he will be in want. This cir- 
cumſtance I thought it right to mention: and I ſhould ſup- 
Nan mn. may be n Nitlg 
time at Philadelphia. 

The incloſures, Ne 2, are copies of three letters from my- 
felf to the admiral. —I flatter myſelf the prefent of ſtock, 
which I directed for him, on his firk arrival, in behalf of the 
Rates, will be approved by Congreſs, 

. wellon fromiens of. Tree conn- 
ty are diſtreſſing, The ſpirit of the ſavages feems to be 
rouſed, and they appear determined on miſchief and ha- 
voc in every quarter, —By a letter frem governor Clinton, 
of the twenty-firſt, they have deſtroyed Springfield and An- 
dreas · town, and are marching towards the ſettlements on 
the weſt branch of the Delaware. 'Theſe incurſions are ex- 
tremely embarraſſing to our other affairs, and I think, will 
juſtify a concluſion that fir Henry Clinton's intention was 
to operate up the North-river. Whether it may have 
ehanged with cireumſtances, cannot be determined. 

F have detached the fourth Pennſylvania regiment and the 
remains of Morgan's corps, under lieutenant-colonel Butler, 
and alſo colonel Graham with a York ſtate regiment, to co- 
operate with the militia, and to check the Indians, if poſſible. 
Colonel Butler is an enterpriſing good officer, and 
acquainted with the ſavage mode of warfare : and I am per- 
fuaded whatever comes within the compaſs of his force and 
abilities, will be done. 

' T have the honor to be, &c. . G. W. 


sm, Find. Quarters, Mbite-Plnina, July 26, 1778. 
THE baron De Steuben will have the honor of deli- 
vering you this.—I am extremely ſorry that this gentleman's 
ſituation and views ſeem to have determined him to quit the 
ſervice, in which he has been heretofore. and is capable till 
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of being extenſively uſeful. Some diſcontents, which aroſe 
among the officers on account of the powers with which the 
office was at-fitft yeſted, induced me to atrange the duties of 
it upon à plan different from that on which it began. The 
moving ſtate of-the army has for ſome time paſty in a great 
degtee, ſuſpended the exerciſe of the inſpectorate. When 
the troops marched from Brunſwic, the ſcarcity of general 
officers; — moſt of them being engaged with the court-mar- 
tial either as members or witneffes, <occaſioned' my giving 
the baron a temporaty command of a diviſion during the 
march. On our arrival near our. preſent encampment, I in- 
tended he ſhould relinquiſh this charge; and reſume his for- 
mer office, ſor which parpoſe a general order was accord- 
ingly iſſued. But I find that he is entirely diſinclined to the 
meaſure, and reſolves not to continue in the ſervice unleſs he 

can hold an actual command in the line. 
Juſtice concurring with inclination conſtrains me to teſtify | 
that the baron has in every inſtance diſcharged the ſeveral 

truſts repoſed in him with great zeal and ability, ſo as to 
give him the fulleſt title to my eſteem, as a brave: indefatig- 
able, judicious, and experienced officer. —I regret there 
ſhould be a neceſfity that his ſervices ſhould be loſt to the 
army: at the fame time I think it my duty explicitly to ob- 
ſerve to Congreſs; that his deſire of having an actual and 
permanent command in the line cannot be complied with, . 
without woundingghe feclings of a number of officers whoſe 
tank and merits give them every claim to attention; and 
that the doing it would be productive of much e atis faction 
and extenſive ill conſequences. This does not proceed 
from any petfonal objections on the part of thoſe officers 
againſt the baron on the contraty, moſt of them, whom 1 
have heard ſpeak of him, expreſs a high ſenſe of his military 
worth, It proceeds from motives of another nature, which 
ate too obyious wo. need particular explanation or may be 
ſummed up in this, that they conceive ſuch a ſtep would be 


injurious to their effential rights and juſt expoctations.— 
X 2 That 
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That this would be their way of thinking upon the ſübject, 
I am fully convinced, from the effect which the temporary 
command given him, even under circumſtances” ſo peculiar 
as thoſe I have mentioned, produced: the ſtrongeſt ſymp- 


toms of diſcontent appeared upon the occaſion. 
I have the honor to be, &c. bet W. 
SIR, Head - Quarters, White-Plains, July 28, 1778. 
THIS vill be preſented to Congreſs by general Put- 
nam. He arrived from Connecticut the day after I came 
into the neighborhood of this camp. — As I have not re- 
ceived any reſolution of Congreſs reſpecting the court of in- 
quiry which they directed, and which was tranſmitted them, 
on the ſubject of the poſts in the Highlands taken laſt year, 
I am at a loſs in what point of view to conſider him. — He 


wiſhes fome deciſion in this inſtance; and his journey to 
Philadelphia is for that purpoſe. 


I have the honor to be, Kc. G. W. 
Sia, Head Quarters, White Plains, Aug. 3, 1778. 


I DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs a 
copy of a letter from general Knox, and of ſundry obſerva- 
tions and remarks on the ordnance eſtabliſhment of the 
eleventh of February, which I received gbout the time we 
marched from Valley-Forge. "Theſe would have been tranſ- 
mitted befc. *., had it not been for the moving ſtate of the 
army, and a variety of other objects which engrofſed my at- 
tention. We have found by experience that ſome inconve- 
niences have reſulted from the eſtabliſhment, which I con- 
ceive have proceeded principally from the total indepen- 
dence of the commiſſary-general of military ſtores on the 
commanding officer of artillery, It ſeems ſome alterations 
arc neceſſary: and what they ſhall be, Congreſs will be 
' pleaſed to determine. | 22 * 
250 I; 
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It is not without reluctance that I am conſtrained to renew 
my importunities.on the ſubject of the committee of arrange- 
ment. The preſent unſettled ſtate of the army is produc- 
tive of ſo much diſſatisſaction and confuhon, and of ſuch a 
variety of diſputes, that almoſt the whole of my time is 
now employed in finding temporary and inadequate expedi- 
ents to quiet the minds of the officers, and keep buſineſs on 
a tolerable ſort of footing. Not an hour paſſes without new 
applications and new complaints about rank: and, for want 
of a proper adjuſtment of this and many other eſſential 
points, our affairs are in a moſt irkſome and injurious train. 
We can ſcarcely form a court - martial or parade a detach- 
ment in any inſtance, without a warm diſcuſſion on the ſubject 
of precedence; and there are ſeveral good officers now who 
are forced to decline duty, to prevent diſputes, and their 
being commanded by others who upon every principle are 
their inferiors, unleſs their having obtained commiſſions be- 
fore them (from the opportunities they had of making earlier 
applications, from local circumitances) ſhould be conſidered 
ſufficient to give them a ſuperior claim. — There are many 
other. cauſes of diſſatisfaction on this head: but I will not 
enter into a minute relation of them. I ſincerely wiſh that the 
gentlemen appointed, or ſuch others as Congreſs may think 
proper to nominate for the occaſion, would immediately re- 
pair to camp; the preſent opportunity is favorable for re- 
dueing matters to ſyſtem and order; and, from painful ex- 
perience, I know chere is an abſolute neceſſity for it. 
I ſhould alfo hope that Congreſs will excuſe me for men- 
tioning. again the neceſſity there is for appointing ſome bri- 
gadiers.— The Maſſachuſetts, by the reſignation of general 
Learned, wants one ; Pennſylvania, as general Hand is not 
here, has but one with the army: Maryland, which has two 
large brigades in the field, has only general Small wood; apd 
the North-Carolina troops, ſince the departure of general 
Mintoſh, have been without any.—As I had taken the li- 
berty upon a former occaſion to offer my ſentiments to Con- 
| > % 2 greſs 
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greſs and thejr committee upon this ſubject, I ſhould | not 
trouble them now, if I was not more and more convinced 
that the ſervice required promotions in this line. The fre, 
quent changes which take place among the officers, where 
there are no brigadiers, are attended with great incohveni- 
-ence and detriment; and they are an effectual bar to the in- 
troduction of diſcipline. In ſuch cafes, the officers know 
that their command is but temporary, always liable to ceaſe; 
and therefore they do not find themſelves ſufficiently in- 
tereſted to promote order and ſubordination ;; nor will the 
reſt look up to them with that reſpect and deference which 
are eſſential. Every day's experience proves. this, and 
ſhews beyond queſtion that the affairs of a brigade can 
never be in a right train without a brigadier or ſome general 
officer to direct them. It is certain theſe appointments, at 
| the firſt view, will add a little to the liſt of expenſe; but 
-in the end they will be a great faving, and produce many 
Important advantages. We are alſo a good deal diſtrefſed 
at this time for major-generals. However, as this ariſeg 
more from the peculiar circumſtances and ſituation of many 
Which prevent them from duty in the line, than from a defi- 
ciency in the number appointed, I ſhall not add * the 

ſion. 

There is another branch of the army, which, in ert 
nion, calls loudly for the appointment of a general officer,— 
and this is the cavalry.—For want of a proper re | 
head in this corps, the whole has been in confuſion, and of 
but very little ſervice ; ; whereas, under a right management, 
it might be moſt uſeful. The principal officers in it do not 
| harmoniſe which circumſtance, with their diſputes about 
rank, would (were there no other objections) effectually pre- 
vent the corps from rendering the public the ſervices they 
have a right to expect, and of which it ſhould be capable. To 
promote any gentleman 'now in it to a general command, 
deen nor he wnhulcſced ig R 
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apy of them wiſh uin would increaſe their miſunder 
ſtanding, and, of courſe, diſorder. | 
I mean to draw all the horſe immediately together, io 
T truſt they will be under the direction of a general officer 
appointed by Congreſs for the purpoſe. Who he ſhall be, 
will remain ſolely with them to determine. However, I will 
take the liberty to add that he ſhould be intelligent, active, 
attentive ; and, as far as I can judge, general Cadwallader 
or general Reed would fill the poſt with great honor and 
advantage; though it would ' ſeem, from the ſeat the latter 
has taken in Congreſs, and from his late appointment to the 
council of Pennſylvania, as if he had declined every militazy 
view. The abilities of theſe gentlemen, as well as their at- 
tachment, are generally known ; and I am led to believe that. 
either would be as acceptable to the corps as any perſon that 
can be found. Indeed I have learned when nn. 
3 

I have been waiting with the met, impatient anxiety to 
hear of count P'Eſtaing's arrival at Rhode-Iſland; but as 
yet I have not been ſo happy. My laſt intelligence from 
thence is a letter from general Sullivan, dated at ten o'clock 
in che forenoon of the twenty-ſeventh, when he had no ad- 
vice of the fleet —He was in high ſpirits ; and, from the 
preparation in which matters were, he entertained the moſt 
flattering hopes of ſucceſs in the intended. enterpriſe. The 
brigades of Varnum and Glover, with Jackſon's detach- 
ment, would arrive, I expect, on the ſecond inſtant. 
ſpect of a fudden removal, I judged it adviſable to ſend ge- 
neral Greene- to the eaſtward on wedneſday laſt, being fully | 
perſuaded his ſervices, as well in the quarter · maſter line as 
in the field; would be of material importance in the expedi- 
tion againſt the enemy in that quarter. He. is intimately 
acquainted with the whole of that country, and befides 
he has an extenſive intereſt and influence in it. And, in 
as to general Greene, I take occaſion to obſerve-that 

-X 4 the 


1 
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che public is much indebted to him for his judicious ma- 
nagement and active exertions in his preſent department. 


£ 


When he entered upon it, he found it in a moſt. confuſed, 
- diſtracted, and deſtitute ſtate, This, by his conduct and 
induſtry, has undergone a very happy change, and ſuch as 
enabled us with great facility to make a ſudden move with 


the whole army and baggage from Valley-Forge in purſuit 
of the enemy, and to perform a march to this place. In a 
word, he has given the moſt general ſatisfaction, and his af- 


fairs carry much the face of method and, ſyſtem.— 1 alſo 


conſider it as an act of juſtice to ſpeak. of the conduct of 


colonel Wadſworth, commiſſary:gencral. He has been in- 


defatigable in his exertions to provide for the army; and, 


Py 


- ſince his appointment, our - ſupplies of men have been 
good and ample. : lg +0 
Auguſi 4. —At ſeven o "clock: in the evening, ate 


received the incloſed letter from general Sullivan; with one 


| addrefled to myſelf, a copy of ' which I do myſelf. the plea- 
ſure of forwarding .I am exceedingly happy in the count's 
arrival, and that things wear ſo pleaſing an afpect. 


There is another ſubject on which I mult take the liberty 


of addreſſing Congreſs, which is that of the clothier's de- 
partment. I am perfectly ſatisſied, that, unleſs this very 
important and intereſting oſſice is put under better regula- 
tions, the army will never be clothed. I believe 
both officers and men, particularly the latter, have ſuffered 


greater inconveniences and diſtreſſes than ſoldiers ever did 


before, for want of clothing; and that this has not flowed 
more from a real ſcarcity of articles, than a want of proper 


exertions and provident management to procure. them. — 


It is eſſential that ſomething ſhould be done, and imme- 
diately, to place the department on a better footing. We 


have now a great many men entirely deſtitute of ſhirts and 
breeches, and I ſuppoſe not leſs than a fourth or fifth of the 
whole here who are without ſhoes. From the deficiencies 
in this line, numbers of deſertions have proceeded, —not to 

. mention 
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mention deaths: and, what: is ſtill worſe, the troops which 

remain, and ſee themſelves in rags, want that ay W 
5 to eonſtitute the ſoldier. | {4 4 

I have been informed by e 251 
can depend on, that many of the late draughts are willing 
and deſirous of enliſting during the war. I do not conceive 
myſelf at liberty to give direction on the point; and there- 
fore ſubmit it to Congreſs to decide. However, if they can 
be engaged for the uſual bounties, allowed by the continent, 
after proper precautions are taken to prevent fraud, I think 
the meaſure will, be expedient. It is true, our affairs have 
an agreeable aſpect at preſent: but the war may continue, 
and we—want men. A third of the time of ſome of them, 
and a half in the caſe of others, is already expired ;; and, as 
they will rife in their views, and become more diſſicult in 
proportion as their ſervice draws. to a concluſion, if the 
ſtep is conſidered adviſable, the ſooner we attempt to-culiſt, 
the better in all probability will the work ſucceed. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


* -  m_— 


em, 2 MM | Indies Plan, Auguſi 7, 1778. 
| YESTERDAY ag I had the honor to receive 
your favor of the thirtieth ultimo. Major Gibbs is now at 
Rhode-Iſland. I ſhall embrace the firſt ſafe opportunity to 
tranſmit him your letter and the commiſſion with which 
Congreſs have been pleaſed to honor him. 
Since my letter of the third and fourth inſtant, 1 A 
ceived no advices from general Sullivan, ſo that I can give no 
information of our operations againſt the enemy in the eaſt- 
ern quarter. I am told the militia of Maſſachuſetts and 
Connecticut were e faſt, and proceeding to rein- 
force him. 
1 have the 8 to acquaint Congreſs that major- gene- 
ral Lincoln arrived here yeſterday, and that he is happily ſo 
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far recovered from his wound, as to be able to take his com: 
mand in the line. 
| ee 66 08 
might. It contains an account of the 'fire which unfortu- 
mately broke out in the city on ſunday night, and of the da- 
mage which was occaſioned by it. It alſo contains the 
„ eee ee eee 
appear to be intereſting. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


; 


—— = 


Sin, Camp, Aug. 7, 1778, ten o c, P. 1M, 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſitg you to-day, I 
received letters from the count D'Eſtaing, and my aide, lieu- 
tenant-colonel Laurens. Theſe contain the lateſt advices 
J have from 'Rhode-Iſland;—of which I do r che plea- 
Fure of tranſmitting copies by this conyeyarice, | 
en aaa e | n n. 


SIR, White-Plains, Auguſt 11, 1778, 
-  T'TAKE the liberty of tranſmitting to Congreſs the 
ineloſed letter which I juſt now received from the paymaſ- 
tere general. They will perceive by it that the military cheſt 
3s entirely exhauſted, and that a' third of the army re- 
mains unpaid for the months of April and May. The im- 
portance and neceſſity of an immediate and large ſupply 
Will at once appear; and I am perfuaded it will be ordered 
and forwarded with all poſſible expedition. 
SBince 1 had the honor of writing by eolbtiet Rech on fan- 
Bey laſt, I have not received any advices from Rhode-Ifland, 
I have the honor to be, &c. wung 
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8m, Head: Quarters, White-Plains, Aug. 13, 1778. 
| I . the honor to tranſmit you à letter from ge - 
neral Sullivan, which, from the tardineſs of the expreſſes, id 
but juſt come to hand. I ſuppoſe it gives Congreſs the 
ſame information communicated to me: but, leſt, chere 
ſhould be any particulars mentioned in his letter to me which 
may not be contained in the dne to yeu, I am induced to 
accompany the latter with a copy of the former. ; 

The papers ſent from Congreſs to head-quarters, and re- 
turned, reſpecting the caſe of major-general St. Clair, will 
be wanted immediately, as it is probable le trial will now 

yery ſpeedily come on. | 

— here aero remain; 

you will favor me, in your next, with copies of the reſolve 


of Congreſs for raiſing the regiment of artillery in Virginia 
and .appointing colonel Harriſon to the command of it, 
and of another, paſſed the latter end of ſeventy-ſix, for raiſ- 
ing three batallions of continental artillery, Some diſputes 
about rank have ariſen, which make theſe reſolutions neceſ- 
fary; and it happens that my papers of that period are-ab- 
ſent.—With the utmoſt reſpect, I have the honor to be, 
&c. G. W. 

P. S. I requeſt you will 5 pleaſe to forward the incloſod 
jo'Mr. 822 without delay. | 


[De, following 4 leiter, Ane . appears to nn 
quritten about the fifteenth of Auguſt, 1778] 


Sm, | 
MR. Votiirng? Mr. Katine have me left the 
Britiſh lines, and oeme in to us. The account they give of 
themſelves is this, that they had been firſt- Iieutenaiits in the 
Heſſian corps, FRA taken priſoners at Trenton, refided dur- 


ing their captivity at Durofties'in Virginia, were lately ex- 


| 
| 
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changed, and have ſince reſigned their commiſſions ;—that 


having folicited permiſſion to come ont from the enemy, and 


being refuſed, they determined to leave them at all hazards, 


and have now put their deſign in execution. The%ircum- 
_ ſtances of their captix ir ang. hnowny to rere officers in our 


2 are deſirous of 3 into our ym odferning 
1 there are a number of German oſſicers in the ſame dif- 
poſition with themſelves, who will reſign and join us, if they 


| find that theſe, meet with proper countenance.—lt appears 
to me that important advantages may attend the encourag- 
ing a diſpofition of this nature (if it really exiſts, which is 


far from being impoſſible) from the influence it will neceſſa- 


rily have upon the foldiery by increaſing that ſpirit of deſer- 
tion and diſcontent which already prevails among them. 
Congreſs will beſt judge of the propriety of employing 
_ theſe gentlemen.—I have been: thinking in what manner it 
might be done: and the mode leaſt exceptionable, which at 
. preſent occurs to me, is to authoriſe them to raiſe a corps 


_for themſelves, by enliſting ſuch German inhabitants, and 
ſuch deſerters from the foreign troops, as may be willing to 


engage. The corps at firſt, as it is only by way of experi- 
ment, need not be large, but may be afterwards increaſed as 
circumſtances hall point qut. This meafare, I apprehend, 
cannot be attended with any material i inconvenience, and 


may be productive of utility. If the gentlemen are employ- 
ed at all, it muſt be in a new corps, as they could not be in- 
toduced into any oſ thoſe already formed, without i injuring 


the officers in them, and producing diflatisfaCtion, murmurs, 
and reſignations. 


have founded them on the plan here ſuggeſted, and they 
ſeem to be very ſanguine in its ſucceſs, and anxious to un- 


dertake it. — They expect ſome augmentation in rank; and 


indeed it ſeems neceſſary, in order the more offectually to 
inte reſt others to follow their example: but caution ſhould 


be uſed not to carry the idea. too far, becauſe, beſides other 
N weighty 
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weighty conſiderations, the higher the rank conferred on 
them, the more difficult it will be to provide for thoſe who 
may hereafter come to us, and who will of courſe frame 
their expectations by compariſon. _ : 

I have the honor to be, cc. G. W. 
P. S. An additional grade, to the rank they held in the 
corps they come from, will, in my opinion, be ſufficient. 


1 


— 4 


Sig, Head- Quarters, W hite- Plains, Aug. 16, 1778. 
EA AKE the liberty, by the conveyance now offered 

me by captain Riley, to tranſmit” to Congreſs the proceed 

ings of the court-martial in the caſe of major-general Lee. 

The incloſed papers comprehend a requeſt by general 
Phillips for an officer to go to Canada by way of the lakes, 
on the ſubject of clothing for the convention troops. I do 
not conceive myſelf at liberty to anſwer general Heath upon 
the point, who. referred it to me; and requeſt that Con- 
greſs will fayor me with their direction as ſoon as they con- 
veniently can, that I may enable him to fatisfy general Phil- 
lips reſpecting it. 

I have not received a ſingle title of intelligence from 
Rhode-Iſland fince general Sullivan's letter of the tenth, a 
copy of which I tranſmitted in mine of the thirteenth. 1 
am extremely anxious to hear from thence, and of count 

D*Eſtaing's ſafe arrival in port: the moment I do, I mall do 
myſelf the honor to adviſe Congreſs. 


I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
SIR, Head-Quarters, White-Plains, Aug. 16, 1778. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſling you to-day by 
captain Riley, I received a letter from general Sullivan, a 
copy of which you have incloſed. From this it appears the 
count [I Aſtalog had not returned with his ſguadron on the 

| thirteenth 
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thirteenth inſtant; and there is reaſon, to fear, from the 
violence of the weather ever ſinee, that he has not yet got 
in. — This accident has much deranged our views; and 1 
ſhall be happy if it does not totally defeat our enterpriſe 
againſt Rhode · Iſland.—I feel much for the count. He has 
been peculiarly unfortunate in the combination of ſeveral 
untoward circumſtances to fruſtrate his plans, 

The letter addreſſed to you accompanied mine from ge- 
neral Sullivan. They were both delivered at the ſame 
inſtant ; and through inadvertence I broke the feal of yours. 
Before I had opened it, I diſcovered the miſtake 3 and the 
contents have not been ſeen. This relation, I truſt, will 
apologiſe for the meaſure. ; 

1 have the honor to be, &c. : K G. W. 

P. 8. Your favor of the thirteenth has come to hand. 


| Sin, FHrad. Quarter, White-Plains, Auguft 19, 1778. 
I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit you a eopy of a 
letter from general Sullivan, dated the ſeventeenth inſtant, 
- which I juſt now received, with the letter incloſed.—It ap- 
| pears! that count D'Eftaing was ſtill out with his fleet, but 
yet that the general was in high ſpirits, and entertained the 
ſtrongeſt hopes of ſucceſs. I flatter myſelf they are well 
grounded, and that in the courſe of a few days he will an- 
nounce the entire reduction of the 1 8 foree on the 
land. 
The declaration reſpecting governor. Johnfton has been 
ſent by a flag to the Britiſſi commiſſtoners. 
T have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 
Si, Head-Yuarters, WhitePlains, Auguſt 21, 1778. 
YOUR favor of the fixteenth, with the ſeveral pa- 


pers to which & referred, came duly to hand on r 
day afternoon. 


I this 
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I this minute received from general Sullivan the letter L 
have now the honor of forwarding you, with one addreſſed 
to. myſelf. A copy of the latter is alſo incloſed.— The ge- 
neral ſeems to have been very near the enemy's. lines, and 
on the point of — — "OO Os 
be in a promiſing train. 

BFF 
ſtationed with a party in Monmouth county, I am informed - 
that ſixteen ſhips entered the Hook on the ſeventeenth, — 
one having a flag; and that, on that and the preceding 
dap, a heavy cannonade was heard at ſea. | 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


S1R, Head-Dnarters, White-Plains, Auguſt 21, 1778. 

1 DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting to Congreſs . 
the incloſed memorial of colenei Rawlings, preſented in 
behalf of himſelf and the Maryland officers who were under 
his command in the year 177k. The facts which are ſtated 
in it are generally true: and I cannot but feel myſelf ex- 
ceedingly intereſted in favor of thefe gentlemen. The con- 
duft of this whole corps, when Fort-Waſhington was at- 
tacked, is ſo generally known and approved, that it is almoſt 
unneceſſary to add upon the ſubject. However I think ir 
but juſtice to obſerve that every repreſentation of that day's 
tranſaction gave them the higheſt credit. They fought with 
2 degree of veteran bravery ; and, though but a handful, 
they maintained their ground a conſiderable time, notwith- 
ſtanding the moſt vigorous efforts to force them. All who 
were ſpectators upon the occaſion have declared this; and 
the enemy themſelves have not refuſed them applauſe. 

It ſeems hard that officers of their merit ſhould be over- 
looked, — and a loſs to the fervice that they ſhould remain un «. 
employed: but the eenſequences that would attend their in- 
corparation with any of the corps now exiſting appear too diſ- 
agreeable, to try the experiment. Colonel Rawlings himſelf, 
from the information I have kad, does not incline to give 


— — _ 
— 


— — 
- 
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any uneaſineſs to the line of the army, and would rather 
make a diſtant part of it againſt the Indians, in caſe he could 
be provided for in that way. Captain Beall, who is charged 
with this, will be able to inform Congreſs more fully than 
can of the wiſhes of the colonel and the reſt of his officers ; 
and his account may lead perhaps to ſome ſuitable and prac- 
ticable proviſion for them. As I have obſerved before, they 
are men who deſerve well of their country.—I only men- 
tion the Maryland officers upon this occaſion, becauſe that 
part of the corps which came from Virginia was provided 
for by the ſtate in their preſent A e as 1 have been 
credibly adviſed. 

Mr. Rawlings was never in the complete and aCtual com- 
mand of the regiment under his direction as colonel, becauſe 


| he never obtained a commiſſion: but he became entitled to 


it, actording to the then common rule of promotion by the 
death of colonel Stephenſon, and the non- acceptance oſ co- 
lonel Morgan who was appointed to it. Of the latter cir- 


cumſtance, Mr. Rawlings, I am perſuaded, was never ap- 
priſed, as it was kept a ſecret from an apprehenſion that the 


enemy might claim an oſſicer of the rank of colonel in 
exchange for Morgan who was then a priſoner on parole, if 


his promotion came to their knowledge, Major Williams 


of the Maryland part of tlie corps was appointed by the ſtate 
to one of her regiments now in the field, and is the only 


officer in his predicament I know of, that they arranged. 


have the honor to be, &c. * G. W. 


LR 


 _ 2 White-Plains, Auguft 24, 1778. 


I HAD yeſterday the honor to receive your favor of 


7 the twentieth inſtant. I take the liberty of tranſmitting you 


a copy of a letter which this minute came to hand from ge- 
neral Sullivan, adviſing of the count D*Eftaing's arrival. 
He omitted to incloſe the admiral's letter to which he re- 


fers ; and therefore I can give no further intelligence than 


9 what 
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what the copy contains. From the ſuffering of the fleet, 
the ſtorm muſt have been exceedingly ſevere at fea. 

I alſo incloſe two York papers of the nineteenth and 
twentieth. Theſe mention an engagement off Sandy-Hook 
on the fixteenth. It could only have been partial on the 
ſide of the French ſquadron at any rate, as the Languedoc 
and the ſeventy-four-gun ſhip muſt bave loſt their maſts be- 
fore that time. It would ſeem by the account given in the 
papers, that the I6s and ſome other ſhips on the part of the 
enemy had been damaged. 1 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Sin, Head Quarters, White- Plains, Auguſl 25, 1778. 
INCLOSED you will be pleaſed to receive a copy 
of a letter of the twenty-third inſtant from general Sul- 
livan, which came to hand about half after three o'clock 
this morning, with the ſeveral papers to which it refers, 
copies of which are alſo tranſmitted. By theſe, Congreſs 
will perceive our proſpects are much changed with re- 
ſpect to the operations againſt Rhode-Iſland; and that the 
iſſue, as things are now circumſtanced, - whether we look 
to a continuation of the ſiege, to an immediate attack, or a 
retreat, —muſt. be attended with great difficulty and riſk, — 
I truſt the wiſeſt meaſures will be purſued; and I will hope 
for the beſt.— I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
P. S. General Sullivan, I think, muſt be under a miſtake 
as to the amount of the relief which the enemy had at- 
tempted to giye from Vork. —I have uſed every poſſible 
means to gain information from time to time on this head; 
and I never could learn, either from deſerters or others who 
had been in the city, that any troops had embarked ſince the 
reinforcement ſent up the Sound long ago, except ſome 
draughts to ag in the fleet as marines. _ 
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Head - Quarters, White-Plains, Auguſt 31, 1778, 
Stix, | three o'clock, P. M. 


I WOULD take the liberty to inform Congreſs that 
colonel Armand is come to camp with his corps, and has 
applied to me for commiſſions for his officers. —By the reſo- 
lution for eſtabliſhing the corps, it was to be officered out of 
the foreigners then commiſſioned in pur ſervice, who were 
not nor could be provided for in any of the regiments. In- 
ſtead of this, there are only three officers in this corps who 
before held any commiſſions in our ſervice, viz. licutenant- 
colonel Vrigney, and captains Mercley and Shafner. The 
two laſt were only lieutenants, and are now appointed to 
captaincies, contrary (it ſeems to me) to the ſpirit and inten- 
tion of the reſolution, 

As colonel! Armand has departed from his inſtructions 
which muſt govern me, I am not authoriſed to grant the 
commiſſions he requires, and am therefore under the neceſſity 
of troubling Congreſs with the arrangement of the corps, 
Ne 1, as it now actually ſtands for their conſideration 
and deciſion.— The colonel founds his deviation from 
the reſolve upon ſome verbal intimation given him that the 


part in queſtion would not be inſiſted on. 


I would allo take the liberty to mention that general Du 
Portail lately delivered me a memorial, in which, among other 
things, he repreſents that he had made an agreement with 
Congreſs at his firſt appointment, that neither himſelf nor 
the other gentlemen with him ſhould ever be commanded 


by any of the engineers who had preceded them in our 


army.—I could not but anſwer that the commiſſions of 
officers were the only rule of precedency and command 1 
had to judge by; and, while others held ſuperior appoint- 
ments, I muſt confider them accordingly in the courſe of 


| ſervice. He gave me the incloſed letter to you upon the 


ſubject, and is extremely anxious to have the matter placed 


upon a certain footing ; and, no doubt, it will be for the 
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good and tranquillity of the ſervice that the claim be de- 
termined as ſpeedily as poſſible one way or the other. At 
the ſame time I think it right to obſerve that it cannot be 
expected that colonel Coſciuſko, who has been a good while 
in this line, and conducted himſelf with reputation and 
ſatisfaction, will conſent to act in a ſubordinate capacity 
to any of the' French gentlemen except general Du 
F | 

Since I had the honor of writing you on the twenty-fifth 
inſtant, I have not received a fingle line from general Sulli- 
van. The only intelligence I have from the eaſtward is 
from monſieur Pontjobeau. This gentleman left Rhode- 
Iſland the twenty-ſeventh, and arrived about two hours ago 
in camp. From him I learn that our people were ſtill on 
the iſland ;—that it was generally thought they had made 
effectual proviſion for a retreat in caſe of exigency ; that in 
the evening of that day he met monſieur Preville, an officer 
belonging to the Languedoc, at Providence, going with 
diſpatches to general Sullivan, —who informed him that the 
French fleet had got into Boſton. —He further adds that 
monſieur Calonne who was in company with him at Pro- 
vidence, and who had more converſation with monſieur Pre- 
ville than he himſelf had, told him that monſieur Preville 
ſaid count D'Eftaing had ſailed or was on the point of failing 
again for Rhode-Iſland with ten ſhips of the line and his 
frigates.—I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. Your favor of the twentieth only came to hand 
juſt now. | 


| Head- Quarters, White-Plains, September 1, 1778, 
SIR, eleven o'clock, 4. M. 

I DO myſelf the honor of tranſmitting you a copy of 

a letter I this minute received from general Sullivan.—I 
congratulate Congreſs on the repulſe of the enemy, and only 
wiſh our troops may be able to effect a retreat, which ſeems, 
Y2 the 
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the moſt eligible meaſure they can MLA in the preſent 
ſituation of things. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | N e. 


Sta, Head Quarter, I hite-Plains, 'Scpt. 4, 1778. 

I have been duly honored wich your favor of the 

twenty-eighth and that of the thirtieth ultimo, with the 
ſeveral incloſures to which they refer. 

- Congreſs may rely that I will uſe every poflible means in 
my power to conciliate any differences that may have ariſen 
in conſequence of the count D'Eſtaing's going to Boſton, 
and to prevent a publication of the proteſt upon the occa- 
ſion.— Several days before the receipt of the refolution, I 
had written to the eaſtward, urging the neceſſity of har- 
mony, and the expediency of affording the admiral every aſ- 
fiſtance to refit his ſhips. This I repeated after the reſo- 
lution came to hand; and I haye alſo taken opportunity to re- 
queſt all the general officers here to place the matter in the 
moſt favorable point of view whenever they hear it men- 
tioned. ' 

The five hundred guineas, which Congreſs were pleaſed to 
order, came ſafe to hand, and ſhall be appropriated to the 
purpoſes: they intended, and as the exigency of the ſervice 
may require, —For want of ſupplies of this ſort, we have 
been very deficient in intelligence in many important 
and intereſting points. In ſome caſes, no confideration in 
paper money has been found ſufficient to effect even, an en- 
gagement to procure it: and, where it has been otherwiſe, 
the terms of ſervice, on account of the . have 
been high, if not exorbitant. 

The defigns of the enemy, as to their future movements, 
remain yet entirely ix the dark}: but the expectation of their 
leaving the continent is daily decreaſing. The hurricane 
ſeaſon ſeems oppoſed to their going to the Weſt-Indies ; and 
the * to Europe in a little time will become more and 


more 
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more dangerous. Beſides theſe, there is another circumſtance, 
of ſoine weight, if true, to induce a belief that they mean to 
ſtay. It appears by the papers that part of the regiments 
lately raiſed in Britain are ordered to Halifax. If the troops 
here were intended to be recalled, it would ſeem that ſome 
of them would be ſent to reinforce that garriſon ſooner than 
troops from England or Scotland; and hence I think it may 
4 NN that another campaign will take place in Ame- 
ca, eſpecially if adminiſtration are diſappointed in their 
—— from the commiſſion. 
Where the theatre of war may be, muſt be a matter of 
conjecture. But, as it is an acknowledged fact that an 
army acting in the eaſtern ſtates muſt derive flour for its 
ſupport from thoſe more weſtern, I ſubmit to Congreſs the 
expediency, and, in my opinion, the neceſſity, of 'eſtabliſh+ 
ing, without loſs of time, magazines of this article at con- 
venient places (removed from the Sound) in Connecticut 
and Maflachuſetts. I am the more induced to wiſh an 
early conſideration of this point, as, by a fudden move of 
the army (ſhould events make it neceſſary), the departments 
of commiſſary and quarter-maſter would be greatly diſtreſſed. 
Nor would ſuch magazines, I ſhould imagine, be attended 
with any conſiderable loſs, though the army ſhould not ope- 
rate in that quarter, as the flour would anſwer occaſionally 
for our ſhipping, and the ſurplus might in all REY be 
otherwiſe. readily diſpoſed of. 
I take the liberty of tranſmitting to Cane a memorial 
I received from the reverend Mr. Tetard.—From the certiſi- 
cates annexed to it, he appears to be a man of great merit z 
and, from every account, he has ſuſfered in the extreme in the 
preſent conteſt. His attachment, ſervices, and misfortunes, 
ſeem to give him a claim to a generous notice : but, according 
to the new eſtabliſhment of the army, it is not in my power 
to make any proviſion for him, I therefore recommend his 
cale to the attention and conſideration of Congreſs, 
| Six v*clach, P. M,——1 this minute received a letter from 
| Y 3 general 
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general Sullivan, of which the incloſure, N? 2, is a copy, 
I ſhall be exceedingly happy if a perfect reconciliation 
has taken place between him and the count and all the 
officers. —His letter will ſhew ſome of the reaſons that led 
to the proteſt, and that it was the hope of our officers that 
it would haye operated as a juſtification to the admiral, to 
return againſt the ſentiments of his council, eſpecially as 
it coincided (as it is ſaid) with his own inclination. —l had 
theſe reaſons from another hand when the proteſt firſt came. 
September 5. — I was duly honored. yeſterday. evening 
with your favor of the thirty-firſt ultimo. Though it is not 
expreſſed in the reſolution of that date that any other bounty 
is to be given to the men who engage for three years or 
during the war, than twenty dollars, I ſhall take it for granted 
they are to receive the uſual allowances of clothing and land. 
— There are ſeveral continental troops whoſe time of ſervice 
will expire at the end of the fall or during the winter. I 
ſhall conſider. theſe within the meaning and operation of the 
reſolve, though they are not mentioned; and ſhall direct 
every nccefia.y meaſure to be taken to re-enliſt them. 
From the exorbitant ſtate, town, and ſubſtitute bounties, I 
am very doubtful whether twenty dollars will be tound ſuffi- 
cient to engage ſo great a proportion - either of the draughts 
or continentals, as was at firit apprehended. Our failure 
in the enterpriſe againit Rhode-Iſland will have its weight ; 
and every day, from the approach of the fall and winter, 
will add new diſſiculties. As it is a work of the moſt eſlen- 
tial importance, I will order it to be begun the inſtant the 
money arrives: and, leſt, on experiment, the ſum ſhould 
prove too ſmall, I would ſubmit it to Congreſs whether it 
will not be expedient to paſs another reſolye, authoriſing 
a further bounty of ten dollars, to be uſed as circumſtances 
may make it neceflary, This can remain a ſecret, and will 
not be carried into execution but in caſc of evident neceſſity. 
l feel very much intereſted upon the occaſion, and. have 
ſubmitted this mode, that there may not be the leaſt poſſible 
- delay 
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delay in attempting to engage the men under a ſecond ex- 
pedient if the firſt ſhould not ſucceed, —The articles of 
clothing and blankets ſhould alſo employ the utmoſt atten- 
tion to provide them: we are now in great want, particu- 


larly of the latter ; there not being leſs than actu- 
ally wanted at this moment. | 
I have the honor to be, &c, ; GW; 


P. S. The return of blankets has not come in; and there- 
fore I cannot aſcertain the deficiency by this conveyance. . 


SIR, Head-Yuarters, White-Plains, Sept. 4, 1778. 
I HAD the pleaſure to hear this morning, by a let- 
ter from general Sullivan, of the thirty-firſt ultimo, that he 
had effected a retreat to the main, the preceding night, 
without any loſs either of men or ſtores. As he has written 
to Congreſs fully upon the ſubjeQ, and I feel their anxiety 
to hear it, I ſhall not detain major Morris longer than to 
obſerve that I think the retreat a moſt fortunate, lucky, and 
well-timed event. 
Major Morris informs me he has heard that lord 3 
was off Boſton with his fleet: and it appears by a New- 
York paper of the ſecond, that rear- admiral Parker arrived 
at Sandy-Hook on this day week with fix ſhips of the line, 
of ſeventy-four guns each, —which is corroborated by other 
accounts,—I tranſmitted the intelligence to his excellency 
count D' Eſtaing yeſterday and the day before, as it acquired 
more and more the appearance of certainty, —as I have regu- 
larly done every occurrence intereſting to his fleet and our 


operations.—l have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, Head-Duarters, White-Plains, Sept. 7, 1778. 


I TAKE the liberty of laying before Congreis the 


incloſed copies, of a paragraph and ſchedule contained in a 
php of * letter 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
: 
{ 
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| Fetter from general Heath, which I lately received. Theſe 


will appriſe Congreſs, if they are not already informed, of 
the ſupplies of proviſion and wood wanted by the count 
DEſtaing; and will naturally lead to a conſſderation of the 
ways and means t6 rr as ſoon as 
poſſible. 

Since I had the honor of addreſſing you on the fourth and 
fifth inſtant, I have obtained à return of the blankets which 
are now deficierit. This; and the faſt approach of the fall, 
will ſuggeſt the neceſſity of the moſt vigorous exertions 
being uſed to procure them. Not a night will paſs from 
this time without the ſoldiers feeling the want. 

I have the honor to be, &t. G. W. 


SIR; Head. Quarteri, White-Plains, Sept. 12, 1778. 
I DO myſelf the honor of returning to Congreſs the 
report of their committee on the ſubject of an inſpectorſhip 
{tranſmitted in your letter of the twentieth ultimo, which 
was not received till the thirty-firſt), with ſuch obſervations 
as have occurred to me in conſidering the matter, and which 
I have made with a freedom that I truſt will be agreeable to 
Congreſs, I wiſh it had been in my power to have returned 
it before; but the intervention of a variety of other important 
buſineſs from time to time obliged me to poſtpone a con- 
eluſion upon the points till yeſterday, 
I have already, in a letter of the twenty-ſixth of July, 
delivered my ſentiments upon the conſequences that would 
attend the baron Steuben's being appointed to an actual and 
permanent command in the line; and therefore I will not 
trouble Congreſs with a repetition of them. However I 
will take the liberty to add that I am more and more con- 
vinced that what I then laid upon the occaſion was well 
founded; and that I am certain ſuch a meaſure will produce 
at leaſt infinite diſcontents and diſquietudes . the ge- 


neral ofſicers. 
2 | I have 


I have alſo had the honor to receive your favor of the 
fifth inſtant, with the ſeveral papers to which'it refers. 
Theſe ſhall have my attention as far as praCticable. I hope 
all the confederate troops are on the march from Philadel- 
phia, and, if they are not, that immediate orders will be 
given for their joining the army. 

The incloſed copy of a letter from general Sullivan, of the 

tenth inſtant, will inform Congreſs that the enemy have not 
relinquiſhed their burning plans, and that in this way they 
have deſtroyed ſeveral houſes, ſtores, and veſſels, at and 
near Bedford. 
I was adviſed on wedneſday night that a body of them, 
conſiſting of four or five thouſand, under general Grey, had 
made a landing in that quarter, and were intrenching. In 
conſequence of this, and from an apprehenſion that general 
Clinton might poſſibly mean to operate to the eaſtward and 
form ſome project in concert with lord Howe againſt the 
. count D'Eſtaing's ſquadron, I determined to move the troops 
from this ground to a rear poſition, better calculated to af- 
ford fupport to the works on the Notth-river in caſe an at- 
tempt ſhould be made againſt them, and at the ſame time 
more convenient for forwarding detachments to the eaſt- 
ward, if the enemy point their operations that way. 

I was the more induced to come to this determination as 
moſt of the accounts from New-York ſeemed to lead to a 
belief, as they fill do, that a conſiderable movement was 
and is in contemplation, if not an entire eyacuation of the 
city, and this by water. Beſides theſe reaſons, the princi- 
pal objects for taking poſt here do not now exiſt. One was 
to create every poſhble jealouſy in favor of the expedition 
azainſt Rhnde-[fland z another the conſuming the forage 
within i its vicinity and towards Kingſbridge. The former is 
now over, and the latter in a great degree accompliſhed. 


1 have the honor to be, &. G. W. 
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Head-Quarters, near F nen September 2 3 17 78. 


SIR, 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
twelfth inſtant, I have received your ſeveral favors of the 
_ tenth, twelfth and ſixteenth, with the reſolutions to which 
they allude.— I tranſmitted the Britiſh commiſſioners the re- 
ſolve of the fourth inſtant reſpecting the convention troops 
the morning after it came to hand, and alſo wrote to ſir 
Henry Clinton upon the ſubject of paſsports. I have not 
received his anſwer. 

With reſpect to the 1. agazines, I have directed the com- 
miſſary to form them on the inland communication from 
hence to Boſton, at proper intervals. The twenty thouſand 
barrels of flour that Congreſs have ordered to be purchaſed 
will be a valuable addition, if they can be tranſported by 
water : but it ſeems to me there will be great riſk of its be- 
ing loſt, if it is ſent by ſea while the enemy have a ſuperior 
fleet on our coaſt. 

As the campaign is not cloſed yet, all our cavalry are of 
uſe. They lie in the neighborhood of the enemy's poſts, 
for the purpoſe of reſtraining their parties, and for obtaining 
and giving intelligence of their movements ; and they are 
ſubſiſted upon the forage which would otherwiſe be ex- 
poſed to them.— I am ſenſible that theſe corps are attended 
with great expenſe; and the moment I think the ſervice will 
admit of it, they or a part of them ſhall be quartered in dif- 
ferent places diſtant from the army, where they may be 
provided for on better terms. The price of forage, and 
che difficulty of getting it, are really objects of great mag- 

nitude, and ſuch as ſhould undergo ſome regulation, if there 
is any that can be adopted. I received letters a few days ago 
from the commiſſary and quarter- maſter upon this ſubject, 
copies of which, and of my letter in conſequence to the ſe- 
veral ſtates from Maſſachuſetts-Bay to Pennſylvania inclu- 
five, I take the liberty to incloſe. | 
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The reſolution prohibiting officers, except ſuch as are 
ſpecially authoriſed, to keep horſes in the army or withia 
forty miles of it, has been publiſhed in orders, and I will 
take every ſtep in my power to give it effect. 

I have conſidered the practicability of reducing the teams 
employed in the army, and find, however deſirable the object 
may be, that it cannot be done. We have not at this time 
more than are abſolutely and indiſpenſably neceſſary, nor ſo 
many as would be neceſſary in caſe of a rapid movement: 
neither does it appear to me that there can be a ſubſtitution 


of ox for horſe teams, at leaſt to any great extent ; nor that. 


any material advantages would atiſe from ſuch a meaſure. 
There might perhaps be a {mall ſaving in the article of pro- 
vender: but this, I fear, would be greatly over-balanced in the 
loſs of cattle that would be appropriated to the uſe of the 
commiſſary's department.— After a full inveſtigation of the 
ſubject, I believe we ſhall be obliged to adhere to the kind of 
teams we now employ, and that the only relief we ſhall have 
in point of expenſe will ariſe from ſending a part of the 
| horſes to places where they may be more eaſily foraged, when 
we have fixed our camp and quarters tor the winter. 

I beg leave to mention to Congrels that thete is a neceſſity 
of ſome mode's being eſtabliſhed, by which claims on the old 
quarter-maſterſhip, that remain unſatisfied, may bediſcharged. 
There are many of this nature; and theſe, however well au- 
thenticated they may be, the gentlemen now in office do 
not conceive themſelves at liberty to adjuſt, without ob- 
taining ſome ſpecial direction for the purpoſe. I am every 
day applied to for payment of ſuch accounts, and, in many 
inſtances, have been obliged, as well for the ſake of juſtice to 
individuals as for the public good, to order them to be taken 
up. It appears to me that Congreſs cannot be too early in 
their reſolution upon this occaſion, and that either the pre- 
ſent department ſhould be authoriſed to ſettle and pay ſuch 
claims, or that ſome perſons ſhould be appointed and ** 
ed with money for the purpoſe. 

The 
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The army marched from White-Plaius on the ſixteenth in- 
ſtant, and is now encamped in different places. Three 
brigades, compoſing the Virginia troops, part of the right 
wing, under the command-of general Putnam, are at Robin- 
ſon's near Weſt-Point: and two brigades more, compoſing 
the remainder, are with baron De Kalb at Fiſhkill plains, 
about ten miles from the town, on the road leading to Sharon. 
The ſecond line, with lord Stirling, is in the vicinity of Fre- 
deric{burg ; and the whole of the left wing at Danbury under 
the command of general Gates, —Thieie ſeveral poſts appear 
to be the beſt we can occupy in the preſent doubtful Nate of 
things, as they have relation to the ſupport of Weſt-Point in 
caſe of an attack in that quarter, and are alſo on the com- 
inunication to the eaſl ward, if the enemy point their opera- 
tious that way.—Befides theſe diſpoſitions, general Scott with 
a light corps remains below iu the country about King's- 
Street. s 

The letter from fir Henry Clinton which I have the honor 
of tranſmitting was ſent to me to- day by colonel Baylor who 
is poſted at Hackinſac. He ſays he received one for me by 
the ſame flag; and, from his note, he ſuppoſed he had charg- 
ed the horſeman with it who juſt arrived at head-quarters. 
Through accicent he forwarded yours to me ; and 1 think it 
probable that you will be troubled wich mine. If this ſhould 
be the caſe, you will be ſo obliging as to return it to me by 
the firſt conveyance, —1 was alſo informed by colonel Baylor 
that a conſideravle body of the eneiny landed at Paulus! Hook 
in the evening ot the twenty-lecond, and were encamped that 
night in the woods between four and five miles from the 
town of Bergen. He had not learned their object: but it is 
likely they are after forage. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
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Six, Head - Quarters, Frederieſburg, Sept. 29, 1778. 


THE following is an extract of a letter of the ſeven- 
teenth inſtant, which I had the honor to receive from the 
count D*Eftaing. 

„ entreat you to promote the exchange of priſoners al- 
ready planned by monſieur Girard. The unhappy perſons 
taken before the commencement of hoſtilities cannot be fully 
regarded as priſoners : their lot is dreadful. The mode ad- 
opted for exchanging them by means of your commiſſary, 
without introducing the king's name or mine into the tranſ- 
action, removes a great part of the political dificulties which 
before ſubliſted.” | 

I am an entire ſtranger to the plan above referred to, or to 
the mode that has been adopted for exchanging by means of 
our commiſſary. He is abſent from the army: and I muſt 
therefore beg the favor of. you to obtain from monſicur Gi- 
rard ſuch information as will enable me to give directions 
for Carrying the count's deſires into execution, if praQtic- 
able. ; 

The marquis De Vienne, at preſent at Boſton, has requeſt- 
ed a furlough of cighteen months to enable him to return to 
France, whither he is called by ſome domeſtic concerns. I 
do not conceive myſelf at liberty to grant his requeſt without 
the permiſſion of Congreſs, to whom 1 wauld beg leave to 
obſerve, that, it agreeable to them, he may be indulged with- 
out prejudice to the ſervice, as he is not attached to any par- 
ticular command. 

I have juſt received an account from Jerſey, which I fear 
is too true, that colonel Baylor's regiment of dragoons were 
ſurpriſed in their quarters the night before laſt, and moſt of 
them killed or takeu.—A few of the ſtragglers have come in, 
who can give but a very imperſect account ot the matter. 
They think the colonel and moſt of the officers were made 
priſoners, and that the privates were put to the ſword.— 
| 9 4 There 
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There were, I imagine, about one hundred men of the re- 
giment together when this unlucky accident happened. 

The ſtay of the enemy in Jerſey being longer than I ap- 
prehended, and not knowing what their real intentions may 
be, I have ordered general Maxwell to advance from Eliza- 
bethtown to the neighborhood of Acquakenunk bridge; and 
have ſent over general Woodford's brigade from this fide of 
the river. I have alſo ordered general Pulaſki to advance 
with as much expedition as poſſible, and join the brigades.— 
Lord Stirling has this day gone over to take the command of 
the continental forces aud militia who are aſſembling in con- 
fiderable numbers. If the enemy mean only to forage, they 
will be kept from extending themſelves, by theſe troops: and 
if they have any deſigns upon the poſts in the Highlands, 
they will be prevented from ſeizing the paſſes leading to the 
forts, by lord Stirling, who will be between them and the 
memy, and always ready to poſſeſs them. 

I have made proper diſpoſitions on this ſide the river for 
the ſecurity of the Highlands in caſe that body of the enemy, 
who are on this {ide Kingſbridge employed in collecting fo- 
rage, ſhould advance. 

The ſketch of Rhode-Iſland, forwarded by this expreſs, 
was received from general Sullivan, and left behind by acci- 
dent when the laſt diſpatches were ſent off. 

I have had the honor of receiving yours of the twentieth, 
incloſing an order for count Pulaſki's legion to advance to 


Trenton.—1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 
SIR, Head- Quarters, Fiſitiil, October 3, 1778. 


I AM honored with your favor of the twenty- ſeventh 
of September, with the incloſed reſolves of Congreſs, a copy 
of which has been tranſmitted to major-general — for 
his information and direction. 

Being ſeparated from my papers, I am uncertain whether I 
mentioned in * laſt, chat, the enemy in the Jerſeys having 
received 
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received a reinforcement and made ſome forward movements, 
I had thought it expedient to detach another brigade thither 
to act in conjunction with the one already there together 
with Pulaſki's corps and the militia, and had ſent major-ge- 
neral lord Stirling to take the command of the whole ;—that 
I had alſo ordered major-general Putnam acroſs the river for 
the immediate ſecurity of Weſt-Point, and moved a diviſion 
of troops to this place, to be nearer that poſt.— ] have ſince 
come here myſelf, and propoſe to remain till the views of the 
enemy on the Jerſeys are decided ; though I have had no 
reaſon to alter my opinion that nothing more than a forage 
is intended. —By the laſt accounts, they had drawn in their 
out- parties, and reſumed their firſt bounds behind Hackin- 
fac river, at the liberty-pole and Newbridge. 

That part of Baylor's regiment which eſcaped came off in 
the firſt inſtance, and were afterwards brought off in ſo dif- 
perſed a manner that the number has not been aſcertained : 
but, from what I have learned, I ſhould eſtimate the loſs at 
about fifty men and ſeventy horſes. —Major Clough is dead 
of his wounds. This affair ſeems to have been attended with 
every circumſtance of cruelty. 

It is a ſmall compenſation for this accident, that. colonel 
Butler three or four days ago, with a party of infantry and 
horſe comprehending major Lee's corps, ſurpriſed about a 
hundred Yagers below Tarrytown, killed ten on the ſpot, 
and took a lieutenant and eighteen men priſoners, —The 
roughneſs of the country facilitated the flight of the reſt, and 
prevented the ſucceſs being more complete. 

The proceedings in the caſe of general St. Clair accom- 
pany this letter. | 

1 have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. S. I have received advice of the arrival of a packet 

from England, « "OY 
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: sin, Head. Quarters, Ofober 6, 1778, 


THIS will be delivered to you by major-general the 
marquis De la Fayette.—The generous motives, which firſt 
induced him to croſs the Atlantic and enter the army of the 
United States, are well known to Congreſs. —Reaſons equally 
laudable now engage his return to France, which in her pre- 
ſent circumſtances claims his ſervices. His eagerneſs to of- 
fer his duty to his prince and country, howeyer great, could 
not influence him to quit the continent in any ſtage of an 
unfiniſhed campaign. He reſolved to remain at leaſt till the 
cloſe of the preſent, and embraces this moment of ſuſpenſe 
to communicate his wiſhes to Congreſs with a view of hav- 
ing the neceſſary arrangements made in time, and of being 
ſtill within reach, ſhould any occaſion offer of diſtinguiſhing 
himſelf in the field. 

The marquis at the ſame time, from a deſire of a ati 
a relation with us, and a hope of having it yet in his power 
to be uſeful.as an American officer, ſolicits only a furlough 
ſufficient for the purpoſes above-mentioned. — A reluctance 
to part with an officer, who unites to all the military fire of 
youth an uncommon maturity of judgment, would lead me 
to prefer his being abſent on this footing. if it depended on 
me. I ſhall always be happy to give ſuch a teſtimony of his 
ſervices as bis bravery and conduct on all occaſions 'entitle 
him to; and I have no doubt that Congreſs will add ſuitable 
expreſſions of their ſenſe of his merit, and their regret on ac- 
count of his departure. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 

P. 8. The marquis is ſo obliging as to take charge of a 
packet containing the proceedings of a ee in ge- 
neral pchuyler's caſe. 
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To the Board of War. 


| Head-Quarters near Te Oeder t, 1778. 

Gzurk zur, | | 

- THE inceffint and preffing applications of the of- 
ficers, and their real diſtreſs for clothing, oblige me to re- 
peut my withes to the board, to obtain the earlieſt direction 
of Congreſs for relieving their wants. They are in a very 
diſagreeable ſituation in this reſpect; and, unleſs ſome mode 
can be adopted for ſpeedily ſupplying them, many will be 
obliged involuntarily to quit the ſervice ; or, if this ſhould not 
be the caſe, we ſhall be involved in perpetual complaints, 
and the moſt painful applications, 

I do not recollect, when the army was firſt appointed, that 
there was any engagement on the part of the public that the 
officers. ſhould be provided with clothing through their 
means; nor has there been any explicit declaration ſince, 
that I remember, for the purpoſe : but the meaſure has be- 
come indiſpenſably neceffary z and, without the intervention 
of public aid, they never can be ſupplied : for their pay, if 
the articles proper could be found in a private way, (from 
the enormous and exorbitant prices now exacted for every 
thing) would prove wholly incompetent to the end. 

There is however a reſolution of Congrefs, of the twenty» 
ſecond of November laſt, which points to a proviſion through 
the public means and thoſe of the ſtates individually taken. 
This has encouraged the officers to look for ſupplies in the 
manner there profeſſed ; and their not being able to obtain 
them makes chem more uneaſy perhaps than if the reſolution 
had never paſſed. | 

I have written to meſſieurs Otis and Andrews to make 2 
return of the cloth, &c, in their hands, proper for offic 
and alſo to adviſe me what quantities might be procured in 
caſe the board ſhould direct a purchaſe. This appears to be 
the only practicable expedient at this time, from which re- 
Vor- II. = lief 
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lief can be drawn: and, if it is to be adopted, the agents 
cannot be too ſoon ordered to carry it into execution, 
really wiſh to be informed by the board by the firſt opportu- 
nity whether the officers may expect ſupplies through the 
public ſtores, that I may be able to anſwer them deciſively 
upon the point when they apply. As matters now Rand, I 
am in a very awkward and irkſome fituation., 

Since it is evident that the officers cannot provide — 
ſelves with clothing, and that there is a neceſſity for the in- 
tervention of the public aid, I would ſubmit it to the board, 
whether it may not be proper for them to form an eſtimate 
of clothing, proportioned to the number of officers in the 
army, for the conſideration of Congreſs, and to obtain their 
ſanction for importing the ſame, if they approve the plan. 
This meaſure, it ſeems to me, is the only one that can en- 
ſure relief in future; and it appears the more eligible as the 
loſs to the public will be infinitely leſs than if they procure 
the articles in the country, ſuppoſing that it could be done. 
" Beſides this conſideration, the officers then might be pro- 
perly uniformed and all placed on a juſt and equal footing. 

If the board ſhould be authoriſed to direct an immediate 
purchaſe of clothing for the officers, I will take the liberty 
to ſuggeſt that it may not be improper ſor them to enjoin 
on the part of the clothier a ſtrict compliance with the re- 
ſolution of Congreſs which I have mentioned, in the ale, 
The officers ſay that hitherto it has not had the neceſſary 
and generous operation intended by Congreſs ; but, on the 
contrary, in the few inſtances in which they have been 
able to furniſh themſelves with articles from the public 
| ſtores, that they have done it at the current exorbitant 
prices. Indeed there are many matters in the department 
which require a more perfect and explicit arrangement than 
has ever been made: and at preſent there is ſuch a claſh- 
ing of offices and officers that it is difficult to determine how 
or with whom buſineſs is to be tranſacted. 
I have the honor to be, &c. S. W. 
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Bid. Qnarteri, near Fredericſburg, Offober 14, 1778. 
SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
fixth inſtant by favor of the marquis De la Fayette, I re- 
ceived: your letter of the ſecond with its incloſure, 7 

I do myſelf the honor of tranſmitting you an account of 
the engagement between the French and Britiſh 'fleets on 
the twenty»ſeventh of July, as publiſhed by the Britiſh ad- 
miralty-board. I received a printed copy of it laſt night 
from New-York, which I have forwarded to his excellency 
count d'Eſtaing. It is evident from admiral Keppel's own 
relation of the affair, that he was pretty ſeverely handled, 
notwithſtanding he affects in the concluſion to mention that 
he wiſhed extremely for an opportunity to renew the combat 
the next day. 

We are ſtill in great ſuſpenſe as to the operations and de- 
ſigns of the enemy, though every practicable meaſure has 
been uſed and is purſuing, to come at them. By late and 
direct accounts it would ſeem that ſome troops at leaſt are 
going from New-York.—A few days, I think, muſt * 
their conduct deciſively. 

I have had the misfortune to hear that the Raleigh frigate 
has become a prize to two Britiſh ſhips of war after a long 
and very gallant reſiſtance. Captain Barry, finding that the 
frigate would fall into the enemy's hands, ran her aſhore on 
Seal-Iſland, to which he eſcaped in boats with about eighty 
of his hands, and from thence to the main. It is ſaid he 
took meaſures for blowing her up, but was defeated in his 
purpoſe by the perfidy of an under officer who concealed 
himſelf and remained on board. 

I have the honor to be, &c. Lay G. W. 


* 
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Sm, Head. Quarter, Fredericſburg, Octob. 18, 1778. 
I AM honored with yours of the ninth, incloſing the 
reſolves to extend the embargo, and to prevent foreſtalling 
proviſions. I hope the latter will have the defired effect: 
for, unleſs that moſt infamous practice of raiſing the prices 
of the neceſfaries of life can be ſtopped, it will be impoſſible 
for any funds to ſubſiſt the army. | 
Incloſed you have the copy of a petition from: the 8 
in New-York to the commiſſioners, You may depend upon 
the authenticity of it, as it is taken from a New-York paper, 
It ſhould ſeem by this that they are extremely ſoiicitors and 
anxious to know whether New-York is to be garriſoned, 
which implies a ſuſpicion on their part that it is to be eva- 
cuated.—All accounts, ſince mine of the fourteenth, confirm 
the report of a very conſiderable embarkation. , It is faid to 
conſiſt of ten Britiſh regiments completed to their full eſta- 
bliſhment, and their grenadier and light companies added to 
them. 'This will make them- amount to upwards of five 
thouſand men. They have not failed. - 

I cannot ſay that I am ſatisfied that a total evacuation of 
the city is intended this winter, although many inhabitants 
near the lines, and ſeveral out of the city, are of that opi- 
nion.— have ſet every engine at work to procure full intel- 
ligence of their deſigns ; and I hope to ſucceed. The cur- 
rent opinion of deſerters and others is that the preſent em- 
| barkation is intended for the Weſt-Indies : ſome few have 
faid that they have a deſign upon Charleſton. 

n „ . 


Sm, Head-Duarters, Fredericſburg, Octob. 24, 1778. 
| THE letter which I had the honor of addreſſing to 
you the day before yeſterday would inform Congreſs of the 
embarkation and failing of a conſiderable detachment of the 
enemy * New-York, and of the meaſures I had taken in 

expectation 
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expeQation of and upon the happening of the event. Whe- 
ther this-will be ſucceeded by a further embarkation, pr by 
a total evacuation of the poſts which, they hold within the 
ſtates, in the courſe of this year or the enſuing one, I cannot 
pretend to determine. But, as it will be right and prudent 
in us to provide for every contingency, I would with the 
greateſt deference ſubmit it to Congreſs whether it may not 
be proper for them to call upon the ſtates to provide men in 
time for filling their reſpective batallions, before or at any 
rate againſt the opening of the ſpring, and in the ſame man- 
ner as if there was a moral certainty that the war would 
be proſecuted with all poſſible vigor on the part of Britain. 
Should this not be the caſe, or ſhould any events caſt up in 
the mean time to render troops unneceflary, it will be eaſy 
to diſband the levies and to keep them from the field, — While, 
on the other hand, our relaxation in not providing them may 
ſubject us at leaſt to many diſagreeable conſequences. 

The general return of the infantry in the month of Sep- 

tember, tranſmitted to the board of war by the adjutant-ge- 
neral, and to which I beg leave to refer, will ſhew Congreſs 
the whole amount of our reputed force at that time. But I 
am to obſerve, that large, very large deductions are to be 
made from it on account of the columns of fick, and the men 
ſaid to be on command. Many under the former deſerip- 
tion, particularly that of fick abſent, are actually dead 
others, unfit for ſervice; and ſeveral, who have recovered, 
have deſerted : nor will the latter afford more than one half 
of its number in time of action, as various duties, ſuch as 
waggoning, diſtant guards, eſcorts, &c, employ a great _ 
portion of thoſe under this denomination. - 

Beſides the above deduQtions, Congreſs will perceive from 
the return which I now take the liberty of tranſmitting, that 
there are four thouſand three hundred and eighty draughts 
and athers, whoſe terms of ſervice will expire during and by 
the cloſe of winter: for I am ſorry to add that our exertions to 


re- engage the draughts and old ſoldiers in this predicament, 
2 3 -- mo 
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for the uſual bounty, have proved ſo far ineffectual and 
without ſucceſs. I-have not tried what effect the additional 
grant of ten dollars might have: but I fear, and it ſeems to be 
the opinion of all I have conſulted upon the occaſion, that it 
would have but little if any influence. + I know, in the cafe 
of the-draughts and troops of one ſtate, that the offer of 
twenty dollars on the part of the continent, with a like al- 
en ee eee e eee 
temptation. 

This general reluctance and refuſal is founded i in the un- 
happy depreciated light in which the ſoldiery view the 
money, and their expectation of receiving immenſe ſtate, 
diſtrict,” and ſubſtitute bounties. Whether grants or boun- 
ties by Congreſs, bearing ſome proportion to theſe, to ſuch 
as ſhould enliſt for the war, would be attended with better 
ſucceſs, I cannot undertake to decide, The experiment 
may be made if they judge it proper : and if it proves an 
inducement of any extent, it will be an infinite ſaving in the 
end. I believe however our ſureſt and only certain aids will 
be derived from draughting, which I truſt may and will 
be done by the ftates on the recommendation of Congreſs, 
agreeable to the mode mentioned in my letter to their com- 
mittee when they firſt honored me with a viſit at Valley- 
Forge. The exertions to recruit by voluntary enliſtments 
may ſtill go on, as both modes in all probability will not pro- 
duce near as many men as may be found neceſſary. | 

In the caſe of the Carolina troops whole ſervice is ending 
every; day, the officers ſay that nothing will induce them to 
enliſt, unleſs they can be permitted to go heme on furlough 
till the ſpring. On this indulgence they ſeem to think ſeve- 
ral might be engaged, —The diſtance is great, and there will 
be ſome uncertainty as to their returning: beſides, it will be 
fixing a precedent for others. If Congreſs approve the plan, 
they will be pleaſed to inform -me by the earlieſt opportu- 


nity. 
Jam under ſome difficulty about clothing the draughts, 
and 


| 
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and the old ſoldiers whoſe ſeryice is expiring and will deter- 
mine every day. As Congrils have never expreſſed their 
ſenſe upon the ſubject, and this is increaſed by a letter 
which I received ſome time ago from the board of war, 
which reſpects particularly the draughts, I muſt earneſtly 
requeſt that Congreſs will favor me with the ſpeedieſt di- 
rection in the caſe, whether they are to be furniſhed out of 
the ſupplies coming on, equally with the other troops. At 
the ſame time I will take the liberty to offer it as my opi- 
nion, that, however inconvenient or expenſive it may appear 
at the firſt view to clothe them, the meaſure will be neceſ- 
ſary, and founded not only in humanity but ſound policy. 
We have no proſpect now of levying men in any other 
way: and if they are not clothed, they will be. exhauſted by 
ſickneſs and by death; and not doing it may prove an inſur- 
mountable bar or at leaſt a great obſtacle to our obtaining 
future aids, though the exigencies of our affairs ſhould be 
never ſo preſſing. Yet the clothes may be withheld as long 
as circumſtances will permit, as an inducement for them 
to enliſt, In the inſtance of the old ſoldiers who have not 
received the annual allowance of Congreſs, the point ſeems 
clearly in their favor. The board ſuggeſted that the draughts 
might be ſupplied out of the beſt of the old clothes which 
might be given in by the troops on receiving new ones > 

but unfortunately there will be few of any worth. 
I have the honor to be, &c, S. W. 


Sm, |  Head-Duarters, Fredericſburg, OA. 26, 1778. 

I HAD the honor of your letter of the twenty- ſecond 
inſtant, with its ſeveral incloſures, to-day at noon.—l ſhall 
pay a proper regard to the act of Congreſs reſpecting mon- 
fieur De Vrigney.—For information on the ſecond reſolye 
for obtaining a return of the re-enliſtments, I muſt beg 
lewve to refer . to my letter of the twenty -· fourth. 
| 24 I bave 
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I have complied with the intention of the third, and tranſ . 
mitted the act to fir uren ame. 
Franks. 

The certain intelligence of a large 8 of troops have 
ing embarked at New-York,-the ſailing of a conſiderable 
fleet concurring at the moment their departure was expect · 
ed, left me no room to doubt that the fleet which went out 
of the Hook on the nineteenth and early the twenticth in- 
ſtant contained the embarkation of which I had been ad- 
viſed, In the perſuaſion of this, my letter of the twenty- 
ſecond to your excellency was written : but, from more re- 
cent advices, and through various channels, bearing every 
mark of authenticity, I am to conclude the ſuppoſition has 
been ill founded. The above-mentioned fleet appears to 
have carried away no other troops than invalids, the officers 
ef the corps lately reduced, with fome  refugees.—The 
twenty-third inſtant the troops which had embarked ſtill re- 
mained in the harbor. They are fixed at ten or twelve Brit- 
iſ regiments, and fix of the new levies, —This fleet was 
probably compoſed of homeward-bound' victuallers, with 
ſome merchantmen and other veſſels which choſe to take the 
protection of a convoy. The accounts ſtill ſay that they 
were accompanied Fame and 
ſome frigates. 

October 27.—In my letter of the 'twenty-ſecond I adviſed 
your excellency ef the meaſures I had taken to aſcertain the 
praQticability of an enterpriſe againſt Chemung.—T have the 
honor to incloſe the report of governor Clinton, general 
| Schuyler, and general Hand, on the ſubje&.—I cannot help 
concurring with theſe gentlemen i in opinion, and am per- 
ſuaded from a number of conſiderations that we muſt lay 
aſide all thoughts of an expedition againſt that place ſor the 
preſent. Beſides other neceſſary preparations, We have not 
yet been able to get forward the clothing for the army.— 
The Congreſs will alſo perceive in lieutenant-colonel But- 


ler's journal, tranſmitted to your excellency in my letter of 
| | the 
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the twenty-ſecond inſtant, the great difficulties he had to en- 
counter in crofling the rivers at a much earlier ſeaſon of the 
ee erer RGA G. W. 


I u, Head- Quarter, e Od. 31, 1778. 


\ YOUR excellency's favor of the twenty-third in- 

ſtant was delivered me yeſterday, with the reſolution reſpect- 
ing monſieur L'Ecliſe. As ſoon as I am notified of the 
place of his reſidence, I will give the neceſſary directions 
for carrying into execution the humane and benevolent in- 
tention of Congreſs towards him. 
I take the liberty to incloſe a letter from doctor Conolly 
reſpecting his ſituation. His caſe, I am perſuaded, will 
have due attention, and ſuch a determination as humanity 
and policy will juſtify. 

By intelligence received yeſterday evening, it is ſaid that 
tranſports with ten regiments on board had fallen down 
from York to the watering-place z that there were ſeveral 
other ſhips laden (not ſaid with what); and that there were 
others at the wharfs taking in troops. —I cannot tell whether 
this intelligence is certain: for we have been deceived of 
late in points of information that ſeemed to carry equal 
marks of authenticity, —I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


P. 8. Juſt as I was cloſing my letter I received one from 
lord Stirling, dated yeſterday at nine o'clock A. M. by which 


he informs me that on wedneſday and thurſday about eighty 
ſail of ſhips, chiefly tranſports with troops, fell down from 
New-York to Staten-Iſland, and that ſixty or NY ſail 


lay there before, 


Sm, | Head-Duarters, November 6, 1778. 


| ON wedneſday evening I received your excellency's 
favors of the thirticth ultimo and firſt inſtant, with their ſeveral 
incloſures.— I will direct the beſt and cheapeſt diſpoſition I 


can to be made of the cavalry for their accommodation in 


quarters, and will indgralt the ſorage-maſter on the occa- 


ſion. 
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fon. —The remittance to the paymaſter, which you men- 
tion, I preſume has come to hand, having been applied to 


by him to iſſue an order for the payment of the troops for 


Auguſt and September.— I have tranſmitted the letter from 
Nicholas Dupui and others, with the affidavits, to his excel- 
lency governor Clinton, and have ordered colonel Cortlandt to 
march with his regiment towards the Miniſinks, and to take 
ſuch poſt as the governor may point out.—I have made a 
diſtribution of the printed manifeſtoes ; and there is no doubt 
but the enemy will very ſoon be poſſeſſed of ſome of the co- 
pies, and of newſpapers that contain them, | 

By a letter from lord Stirling, of the third inſtant, he in- 
formed me that the fleet at the Hook the preceding day in- 
creaſed to a hundred and eight ſail ; and, that morning at 
feven, weighed anchor and ſtood out to ſea.—I am impatiently 
waiting for further advices from New-York, and to learn 
whether any other and what movements are likely to take 
place.— have the honor to be, &c. | S. W. 


Sta, Head. Quarters, Frederieſbur g, Nov. 11, 1778. 
I HAVE been honored with yours of the nineteenth, 
twenty-feventh, twenty- eighth, and twenty. -ninth, ultimo. 

A tolerable ſupply of ſhoes has lately arrived to the iſſu- 
ing clothier's ſtore from- the caltward, Pennſylvania, and 
Jerſey : and, if the different perſons employed in procuring 
that article will exert themſelves to keep up the ſupply, I 
hope we ſhall not be much diſtreſſed during the winter, pro- 
vided we remain quietly in quarters. 

It is much to be wiſhed that Congreſs would come to a 
ſpeedy reſolution concerning the procuring clothing for the 
officers at a price in proportion to their pay, more eſpecially 
as they were led to expect this from a reſolve which paſſed 
in November 1477.—If the clothing itſelf cannot be conve- 
niently procured, I imagine the alternative of allowing an 
adequate ſum of money in lieu thereof would be the next 


| beſt expedient. 


As the board muſt 5 - have experienced the 
many 
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many difficulties ariſing from the want of a proper arrange- 
ment of the clothier's department, I hope they will preſs the 
committee who have that buſineſs in charge, to bring in their 
report, that the new ſyſtem may be carried into execution 
without loſs of time.— Whether it has been owing to want 
of conduct in the late officer, or his want of proper powers 
and directions, I will not undertake ro determine: but the 
_ irregularity in that department has been an endleſs ſource 
of trouble to me, and a great cauſe of diſcontent in the 
army. 

I have given the iſſuing clothier directions to keep an ac- 
count of the marks and numbers of the bales of blankets, 
and of the quality of their contents, from whence you will 
be able to trace from whom thoſe ſmall ones were purchaſed. 
When the ifſues are completed, you ſhall have the account. 
— The directions to Mr. Meaſe were very proper.—If any 
corps want completing in any particular article which is not 
to be procured here, I will ſign the order myſelf. 

In the preſent ſcarcity of hats, the caps of which you 
have forwarded a pattern muſt be uſed by way of ſubſtitute. 
But an officer very attentive to the health of his men in- 
forms me that he faund an inconvenience from the uſe of 
woollen caps laſt winter inſtead of hats: when the men put 
them off in the ſpring, they many of them took violent colds 
from the ſudden tranſition. They alſo contribute to keep 
the head dirty,—than which nothing is more unhealthy. 

I find it impracticable to carry the recommendation of the 
board, reſpeCting calling in the old clothes upon delivery of 
the new, into execution. 'The ſoldiers were not to be con- 
vinced of the good policy and economy intended by the ap- 
plication of the old clothes to hoſpitals and the followers of 
the army, but looked upon it as an unjuſtifiable attempt to 
deprive them of what they had earned by their year's ſer- 
vice, and what (conſidering the ſcanty ſupply of ſome kinds 
of covering, blankets in particular) would help to make them 
more comfortable during the winter. Theſe diſcontents 
: Oo | were 
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were communicated to me, the moment they aroſe, by ſome 
of the. beſt officers in the line ; which determined me-to let 
the matter drop, more eſpecially as another argument was 
made uſe of, which was un-anſwerable : this was, that, upon 
2 fair ſettlement, there would be found a conſiderable defi- 
ciency of the bounty-clothing for a year or two paſt, and 
that therefore it would be more equitable to make up the de- 


ficiency than to draw in the remains. 
I have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


\ 


SIR, Had. Qlar ier November 11, 1778. 
ON wedneſday afternoon I received a letter from the 
honorable Mr. Lee and Mr. Lovell of the committee for 
ſoreign affairs, incloſing a plan and ſundry reſolutions of 
Congrefs for attacking Canada the next- campaign in con- 
junction with the forces of his moſt chriſtian” majeſty, 
and requeſting my obſervatio.1s upon the ſame to be.tranſ- 
mitted to Conpreſs, and a copy to be delivered to the mar- 
quis De la Fayette. Theſe difpatches, through the indiſpo- 
ſition of the marquis (who unfortunately was ſeized with a 
fever in his journey from Philadelphia, which ſtill detains 
him at Fiſhkill), were prevented coming to hand till that 
time: and the great importance and extent of the ſubject 
they comprehend would not permit me the honor of an 
earlier communication of my ſentiments. —I hope Congreſs 
will excuſe my not complying with that part of the reſolu- 
tion which requires me to deliver a copy of my obſervations 
to the marquis, as the manner in which I am obliged to treat 
the ſubject opens ſuch a proſpeQ of our wants and our 
weakneſſes, as, in point of policy, ought only to be known 
to ourſelves. 

Lam always happy to concur in ſentiment with Congtel ; 
and I view the emancipation of Canada as an object very in- 
tereſting to the future proſperity and tranquillity of theſe 
ſkates : but I am ſorry to ſay the plan —_ for the pur- 


pole 
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poſe does not appear to me to be eligible under our preſent 
circumſtances.—I conſider it as my duty, and what Con- 
greſs expects from me, to give my reaſons for this opinion 
with that frankneſs and candor which the importance of the 
ſubject demands; and, in doing this, I am perſuaded I ſhall 
not fail to meet with their approbation. 

It ſeems to me impolitic to enter into engagements with 
the court of France for carrying on a combined operation of 
any kind without a moral certainty of being able to fulfil our 
parts, particularly if the firſt propoſal came from us. If we 
ſhould not be able to perform them, it would argue either a 
want of conſideration, a deſective knowledge of our re- 
ſources, or ſomething worſe than either, which could not 
fail to produce a degree of diſtruſt and diſcontent that might 
be very injurious to the Union.—In the preſent inſtance, 
ſhould the ſcheme propoſed be adopted, a failure on our 
part would certainly occaſion in them a miſapplication of a 
conſiderable land and naval force which might be uſcfully 
employed elſewhere, and probably their total loſs.—lt is 
true, if we were at this time to enter into the engagement, 
we ſhould be every day better able to judge whether it will 
be in our power to accompliſh what may be expected from 
us: and, if we ſhould find hereafter that our reſources will 
be unequal to the undertaking, we may give notice to the 
court of France in ſeaſon to preſent the failing of the troops 
and the ill effects which might attend it. But beſides that a 
project of this kind could not be embraced by France without 
its having an influence on the whole ſyſtem of operations for 
the next campaign, which of courſe would receive ſome de- 
rangement from its being abandoned,—a renunciation of this 
could not fail to give a very unfavorable impreſhon of our 
forefight and' providence, and would ſerve to weaken the 
confidence of thit court in our public councils. 

So far from there being a moral certainty of our comply- 
ing with our engagements, it may in my opinion be very 
nalen 9 that, if the enemy keep poſſeſſion of their 

8 preſent 
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preſent poſts at New-York and Rhode-Iſland, it will be im- 
practicable either to furniſh the men or the other neceſſary. 
ſupplies for proſecuting the plan. They will not attempt to 
keep thoſe poſts with leſs than ten thouſand men and a con- 
ſiderable navy:—If it ſhould be thought beſt for the advan- 
tage of carrying on the expeditions intended, to forego any 
offenſive operations againſt theſe garrifons, and to leave 
them in quiet poſſeſſion of ſuch important places, we ſhall - 
at leaſt be obliged to provide for the ſecurity of the country 


_ againſt their incurſions and depredations, by keeping up a 


force ſufficient to confine them within their own limits. It 
is natural too to ſuppoſe that the people's expectations of 
being protected will grow ſtronger in proportion to the di- 
minution of the enemy's force, and the greater-facility with 
which it can be afforded, They will hardly be content to 
continue in a ſtate of alarm and inſecurity from a force ſo in- 
conſiderable, while the principal ſtrength of the ſtates is 


drawn out in the proſecution of remote objects.—If this 


reaſoning is juſt, we ſhall be obliged to have a larger force 
than the enemy, poſted in different places to prevent ſudden 
inroads. which they would otherwiſe be able to make at dif- 
ferent points : and the number required cannot be eſtimated 
at leſs than twelve or fifteen thouſand men. This will be 
two-thirds as large a force as we have been able to raiſe and 


maintain during the progreſs of the war, as theſe calcula- 


tions both of the enemy's ſtrength and of our own are meant 


to deſignate the number of effective rank and file. 


. If I rightly underſtand the plan in conſideration, i ir re 
quires for its execution twelve thouſand, fix hundred men 
rank and file. | Beſides theſe, - to open paſſages through a 
wilderneſs, for the march of the ſeveral bodies of troops. 
to provide the means of long and difficult tranſportations by 
land and water,—to eſtabliſh poſts of communication for the 
ſecurity of our convoys,—to build and man veſſels of force 


neceſſary for acquiring a ſuperiority on the lakes,—theſe 


and many other purpoſes peculiar to that enterpriſes, which 
would 
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would be tedious in detail, will demand a much larger pro- 
portion of artificers, and. perſons to be employed in manual 
and laborious offices, than are uſual in the ordinary courſe 
of military operations. When we add the whole together, 
the aggregate number of men requiſite for the ſervice of the 
enſuing campaign will be little leſs than double the number 
heretofore in the field: but, tobe more certain in the calcula- 
tian, it may be placed at only one-half more. a 
Experience is the only rule to judge by in the preſent caſe. 
Every expedient has been exhauſted in the preceding cam- 
paigus to raiſe men; and it was found impoſſible to get to- 
gether a greater force than we had, though the ſafety and 
ſucceſs of the cauſe ſeemed abſolutely to require it. The 
natural and direct inference therefore is that the reſources of 
the country were inadequate to a larger ſupply. I cannot 
then ſee that we can hope upon any principle to be equal to 
ſo-much greater exertions next year, when the people and 
the army appear to grow daily more tired of the war, and 
the depreciation of our money continually increaſing, and of 
conſequence proving a ſmaller temptation to induce them to 
Ihe ſtate of our ſupplies for tranſporting and ſubſiſting 
the troops will ſtand upon a footing equally bad. We have 
encountered extreme difficulties in theſe reſpects, and have 
found that it was full as much as we were competent to, to 
feed the army we have already had, and enable it to keep the 
field and perform the movements required by the contingencies 
of the ſervice. It is not likely that theſe difficulties will di- 
miniſh z but on the contrary they will rather multiply as the 
value of our currency leſſens : and the enormous prices to 
which proviſions have riſen, and the artificial ſcarcity created 
by monopolies, with what we have to fear from the effect 
of the ſame ſpirit, give us no reaſon to flatter ourſelves that 

our future proſpects can be much better. 
In this ſituation of things we are hardly warranted to ex- 
pect that we ſhall have it in our power to atisfy the de- 
mands 
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mands of numbers fo mach greater than we have yet had to 
ſapply, efpecially if we confider that the ſcene of our ope- 
rations has hitherto been in the heart of the country fur- 
niſhing our reſources, which of courſe facilitated the draw- 


ing them ont,—and that we ſhall then be carrying on the 


war at an immenſe diſtance, in a country wild and unculti- 


vated, incapable of affording any aid, and great part of it 


hoſtile. We cannot in this caſe*depend on temporary or 
occaſional ſupplies as we have been accuſtomed, but muſt 
have ample magazines laid up beforehand. The labor and 


_ expenſe in forming theſe, aud tranſporting the neceſſary 
ſtores of every kind for the uſe of the troops, will be in- 
creaſed to a degree that can be more eaſily conceived than 
deſcribed. The tranſportation muſt be, a great part of the 


way, through deſerts affording no other forage than herb- 
age : and, from this circumſtance, our principal ſubſiſtence 
of the fleſh kind muſt be ſalted, which would not only be 


an additional expenſe in the additional conſumption of ſo 


ſcarce and dear an article as ſalt, but would greatly increaſe 
the difficulty both of providing and tranſporting. —My letter 
of the twenty-ninth ultimo (tranſmitting a copy of one from 
the quarter-maſter-general) which I. had the honor of ad- 
dreſſing to Congreſs, and to which I wiſh to refer, will point 
out the difficulties and daily expenſe attending our ſupplies 


of the article of flour only, in our preſent circumſtances, 


excluſive of its coſt, —and lay the foundation for a fort of 
comparative eſtimate to be formed of thoſe that would at- 


tend the ſupport of the troops when employed at ſo rn a 


diflance.” 
Ik, in addition to al this, we ſhould have the French a 
to ſupply during the winter, — the likelihood of which I have 
no ſufficient information to ground a judgment upon, —it 
will appear ſtill more impracticable to furniſh the ſupplies 
requiſite for the extenſive operations propoſed. But, inde- 
_ pendent of this, the improbability of doing it is, in my ap- 
| m— * too great to jullify the undertaking.” - 
This 


— 
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This reaſoning is founded on a ſuppoſition that the enemy 
do not evacuate their,preſent poſts at New-York and Rhode- 
Iſland: nor can we preſume upon any paſt appearances ſo far 
as to determine the contrary, and enter into a national con- 
tract, the fulfilment of which at any rate, in my judgment, 
will depend on this event. Opinions on the ſubject are va- 
-rious, and the arguments on both ſides cogent. | Circum- 
ſtances have hitherto been very indeciſive: at Rhode · Iſland 

there is nothing that looks like an evacuation, that I have 

heard of: at New-York, the length of time elapſed ſince 
the event has been expected, which cannot be ſatisfactorily 
accounted __ makes it not #little doubtful and problema- 

tical; ' EY 0 

5 n that the enemy would ſhortly 

leave theſe ſtates, I ſhould think our ability to carry on the 

expeditions meditated (from the nature of the country, and 
the remioteneſs from the ſource of our ſupplies, joined to the 
diſcouraging ſtate of our finances) too precarious to autho- 
riſe. a preconcerted agreement with a foreign power, binding 
ourſelves to the attempt. On therother hand, if we were 
certain of doing our part, a co-operation by the French 
would, in my opinion, be as delicate and precarious an en- 
terpriſe as can be imagined. All the reaſons, which induce 

France and the United States to wiſh to wreſt Canada and 

Halifax from the dominion of England, operate with her 

perhaps more forcibly to uſe every poſlible effort for their 

defence. The loſs of them would be a deadly blow to her 
trade and empire. To hope to find them in a defenceleſs 
ſtate, muſt be founded in a ſuppoſition of the total incapa- 
city of Britain both by land and ſea to afford them protec- 

tion. I ſhould apprehend we may run into a dangerous error 
by eltimating her power ſo low. 

We have been informed that a ſtrong garriſon wi wt 
lately ſentto Halifax, amounting, by report, to about four thou- 
ſand men : a part of the detachments which the enemy are 
Vol. II. A a now 
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now making from New-York are currently ſaid to be, and in 
all probability are, deſtined for that place: if they evacuate 
entirely, a very conſiderable part of their force will no doubt 
go there; and in any caſe we may expect that 'reinforce- 


ments will be thrown from thence into Canada early in the 


fpring. The Engliſh are now greatly ſuperior to the French 
by ſea in America, and will from every appearance con- 
tinue ſo unleſs Spain interpoſe, an event which I do not 
know we are authoriſed to count upon. However, as I am 
deſtitute of information with reſpect to the preſent fate of 
European politics, this is a point upon which I can form 
but an imperſect judgment à but if it ſhould not take place, 
I think it infinitely probable, from the maritime fituation 
and advantages of Halifax which is repreſented as the fineſt 
port and beſt naval arfenal in America, from the ſecurity 
i is calculated to give to the general trade and poſſeſſions of 
Britain, both on the contment and in the Weſt-Indies,— 
that it will be a ftation for a larger naval force than the 
one intended to convoy the French treops:—it will na- 
turally Be the principal rendez-vous of the Britiſh thips of 
war in America. If this poſition be admitted, —fhould the 
Engliſh have any knowledge or even ſuſpicion of the deſign 
of the French court to fend a fleet up the river Saint Lau- 
rence, nothing will be eaßer than to intercept this fleet on 
its way, or to take or deſtroy it after it has got in. Nor 
can we flatter ourſelves with keeping this buſineſs a ſecret. 
Congreſs perhaps will be ſurpriſed to be told that it is al- 
ready in more hands than they ſuſpect: and, in the progrel 
of the negotiation in France, it will get into many more. 
The preparations will announce the intention.—lt is indeed 
a part of the plan to avow, the deſtination of the French 
troops, though this is to be contradicted by the manner of 
' their clothing, &c. The ſtationing troops this winter, as is 
propoſed, particularly on the Mohawk and Connecticut river, 
' wauld be unequivocal proofs of the deſign : it muſt at leaſt 
SY . EXxCits 


excite the ſtrongeſt ſuſpicion, ſo as to put the Engliſh na- 


tion upon their — Ban. apps 


counteract it. 

But if the French troops ſhould arrive before Quebec, I 
think their ſucceſs againſt that ſtrong place, fortified by 
every advantage of nature and of art, would be extremely 
doubtful.—It is ſuppoſed this capital poſt will be found 


in ſo'weak a condition as to make its ſurrender a matter of 


tourſe, owing to the enemy's having previouſly drained 
themſelves for the defence of Detroit, Niagara, Saint John's, 
Montréal, &: but we cannot depend that this will be the 


© taſe : they may eſteem it the part of prudence rather 


to ſacrifice or at leaſt to hazard the extremities in order 
to collect their ſtrength at the heart. Montreal indeed, and 
the poſts eſſential to it, muſt be defended, becauſe the poſſeſ- 
fion of them would throw too large 4 part of the country 
into our hands. But if reinforcements are ſent to Canada 
early in the ſpring, —a circumſtance extremely likely,—thefe 


may be attended to without too far weakening the garriſon of 


Quebec z and, as before obſerved, we cannot build upon 
their conduQt's being regulated by an ignorance of our plans. 
The French troops, inſtead of a coup-de-main, would in this 

eaſe be reduced to the neceſſity of carrying on a blockade. 
I will now take the liberty to turn my attention towards 
the operations of our own troops. The one againſt Detroit 
I ſhall at preſent fay nothing about: if well conducted, I 
ſhould hope that place would fall without very great diffi · 
culry.— The caſe is very different with reſpect to Niagara. 
This, I am informed, is one of the ſtrongeſt fortreſſes in 
America, and can only be reduced by regular approaches or 
by famine. In accompliſhing this, laſt war, and a conqueſt 
as far as Montreal, I believe general Amherſt exhauſted two 
campaigns, with all the advantages which he derived from 
the united efforts of Britain and America, with every con- 
venience for water · tranſportation, including plenty of ſea- 
men, and with money that commanded every thing which 
ASS + either 
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either country could furniſh. The former mode would re- 
quire great-perſeverance, time, and labor, and an apparatus 
which it would be almoſt impracticable to tranſport. The 
latter is practicable, but very difficult. To effect it, we muſt 
gain a ſuperiority on the lakes. The enemy have already a 
reſpectable force there: if they ſuſpect our defign, which 
they cannot fail to do from the meaſures to be taken, they 
may improve the interval in adding to it; and, by providing 
materials and artificers upon the ſpot, they may be able to 
increaſe it ſo as to keep pace with us. It is therefore eaſy to 
ſee that we ought not to be too ſanguine in the ſucceſs of 


this expedition, and that, if a moderate force be employed in 


the deſence of Niagara without degarniſhing Quebec and the 
intermediate poſts, its reduction will be a very arduous ta{k. 
The body of troops to penetrate by way of the river Saint 
Francis muſt meet with great obſtacles : they will have a 
march of about a hundred and fifty miles from Cohoſs, which 
is about a hundred and fixty miles beyond Hartford, a great 
part of which is through a hitherto-uninhabited and trackleſs 
country, with an immenſe train of waggons : all the ſtores 
and proviſions for the whole march, and the future ſupply of 
the troops, at leaſt till they ſhould get footing in Canada, 
muſt accompany them from the beginning. The impedi- 
ments and delays in ſuch a march almoſt exceed conception. 
When arrived at the Saint Laurence, freſh obſtacles proba- 
bly would preſent themſelves. The preſumption is, that, if 
the enemy could not make head there, they would deſolate the 
country through which they were to paſs, deſtroy all the 
proviſion and forage, remove every kind of water craft, and 
demoliſh the materials, for building others. Theſe precau- 
tions being taken on the Sorelle and Saint Laurence would 
pretty effectually obſtruct our progreſs both to Montrcal and 
Cadoroqui,—to ſay nothing of the rapidity of the current 
and the numerous rifts between Montreal and Lagalette. ; 
When we deliberately conſider all the obſtacles in the exe- 
cution, and the difficulties we ſhall find in preparing the vaſt 
"ga? 9 magazines 
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magazines required, which have been already enumerated, 
if within the compaſs of our reſources, we ſhall be led to 
think it not very improbable that this body may be unable to 
penetrate Canada, at leaſt in time to co-operate with the 
French troops, if à co-operation ſhould be neceſſary, The 
ſituation of theſe troops then would be delicate and dan- 


gerous :—expoſed to a defeat from the united force of the 


enemy, in great danger of having their retreat cut off by a 
ſuperior naval force in the river, they would have every 
thing to fear. On the other hand, if our operations ſhould 


be as ſucceſsful as we may flatter ourſelves, a tempeſt or a 


- Britiſh fleet may deprive us of the expected aid; and at a criti- 
cal moment we may find ourſelves in the boſom of an enemy's 
country, obliged to combat their whole force with one in- 
ferior and reduced by a tedious and waſting march. The 
five thouſand men, when they arrived in Canada, would pro- 
bably little exceed four capable of ſervice ; and would be till 
leſs, if out of them we ſhould eſtabliſh poſts as we advanced, 
to inſure a retreat and protect eſcorts of proviſion which muſt 
follow for future ſupport. 'Thus an accident in either caſe 
would involve the defeat of the whole project; and the cata- 
ſtrophe might be attended with the moſt unhappy conſequen- 
ces to America. 

The plan propoſed appears to me not only too extenſive 
and beyond our abilities, but too complex. To ſucceed, it 
requires ſuch a fortunate co-incidence of circumſtances as 
could hardly be hoped, and cannot be relied on ;—the de- 
parture of the enemy from theſe ſtates, without which we 
cannot furniſh the ſtipulated force, or ſupplies to maintain 
them, —ſuch a want of power or want of foreſight in the 
enemy 25 will oblige them to neglect the reinforcement of 
Halifax and of Canada, and prevent them, however conve- 
niently ſituated, from diſputing the paſſage of the four ſhips 
of the line and four frigates up the river Saint Laurence, or 
attempting their deſtruction afterwards, —ſuch a combination 
of favorable incidents as will enable ſeveral bodies acting ſe- 
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parately and independently by ſea and land, and from differ 
ent countries, to conform to times and periods ſo as to in- 
ſure a co-operation ; ;—theſe and many other circumſtances 
muſt conſpire, to give ſucceſs to the enterpriſe. 

| Congreſs, I am perſuaded, had powerful reaſons for fixing 
the convoy at the number they have: and their ſuperior in- 
formation reſpecting the affairs of Europe at chis juncture 
enables them to judge much better than ] can pretend to do, 
of its fuffciency. But, from the imperfect view I have of the 
matter, I have been led, i in conſidering the ſubject, to look 
upon it as inſufficient. From the general tenor of intelligence, 
the Englich out- number the French in the channel: in Ame- 
rica, boch on the continent and in the iſlands, they are great- 
ly ſuperior, If the laſſ Toulon fleet is employed i in the Me- 
diterranean, the French may have the ſuperior ity there : but, 
upon the whole, the balance of naval force ſeems hitherto to 
be on the {ide of the Engliſh. If we add to this that the num- 
ber of ſhips of war in the Ft rench ports, built or building, 
bears no compariſon to the number iu the Engliſh ports,— 
and that Britain, notwithſtanding the diminution ſhe has ſut- 
fered, is {til} a kingdom of great maritime reſources, —we 
ſhall be diſpoſed to conclude that the preponderance is too 
likely to continue where it is, The interpoſition of Spain 
indeed would make a very intereſting change but her back- 
wardneſs heretofore ſeems to be an argument that ſhe is with- 
held from interfering by ſome weighty political motives : 
and how long theſe may continue to reſtrain her, is a queſ- 
tion I am unqvalified t to determine. 

Beſides theſe general objections to the plan which . 
been ſtated, there appear to me to be ſome particular ones 
which ! ſhall take the liberty to point out. | 

In the firſt place ] obſerve there are to be five thouſand 
militia employed in the two expeditions againſt Detroit and 
Niagara. The drawing into ſervice ſo large a number com- 
poſed chiefly of huſbandmen, in additioy to what may be 
found neceflary for other exigencjes on the coaſt at ſo inter- 

eſting 
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eſting a ſeaſon of the year, will certainly be very injurious 
to the culture of our lands, and muſt tend to add to the defi- 
ciency of ſupplies. But this, though not to be overlooked, is 
not the principal objection.— ln the expedition agaiuſt De- 
groit, militia perhaps may anſwer, as it is not a poſt of very 
great ſtrength, and may poſſibly be abandoned on or in a little 
time after the approach of a force that cannot be oppoſed in the 
field, and the garriſon proceed to reinforce that of Niagara. 
But even here troops of another kind would be far prefer- 
able. However, the caſe will be very different with reſpect 
to this laſt :—it is, as I have before mentioned, one of the 
ſtrongeſt fortreſſes of America, and demands for its reduc- 
tion the very beſt of troops. Militia have neither patience 
nor perſeverance for a ſiege. This has been demonſtrated 
by all the experience we have had. An attempt to carry on 
one which ſhould materially depend on them would be liable 
to be fruſtrated by their inconſtancy in the moſt critical mo- 
ments.—Agreeable to the plan under conſideration, three 
thouſand five hundred out of five thouſand fix hundred are to 
de militia. 

It is a part of the plan that the troops ſent againſt Detroit, 
whether ſucceſsful or not, are to form a junction with thoſe 
at Niagara. It appears to me on the contrary, that the ex- 
pedition againſt Detroit, under the preſent arrangement, muſt 
ſtand on its own bottom, and have no other object than the 
reducing that place and deſtroying the adjacent Indian ſettle- 
ments. Lake Erie is certainly occupied by two armed veſ- 
ſels of ſixteen and eighteen guns, and, it is ſaid, by five or fix 
| others of ſmaller fize, having two, three, or four guns each, 
which, while the enemy hold Niagara, will prevent the com- 
munication of our troops by way of the lake,—to ſay no- 
thing of the want of batteaux for tranſportation. A com- 
munication by land muſt be performed through an extent of 
more than four' hundred miles, and a. great part of this at 
leaſt nder many diſadvantages of route, and rough tribes 
of hoſtile Indians, 

Aa4 My 


| 
| 
| 
| 
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My knowledge of the country is not ſufficiently accurate ; 
to enable me to diſcover the reaſons which determined Con- 
greſs to divide the force deſtined againſt.Niagara, and to ap- 
point the march of one body from Ononguaga to that place, 


It ſeems to me however that this diſpoſition might be ſubject 
to one great inconvenience, which is, that, if each column be 


not ſuperior to the whole collective force of the enemy, they 


riſk being beaten ſeparately and ſucceſſively, beſides the trou- 
ble and expenſe of preparing as it were for two expeditions 
inſtead of one, —of opening two roads inſtead of one, — and 


the uncertainty of a co-operation (if no diſaſter ſhould hap- 


pen to either) at the moment when it might be neceſſary, 
The inquiries I have as yet had it in my power to make are 
oppoſed to the practicability of canveying cannon in the 
route from Ononguaga to Niagara, or at leaſt place it as a 
point infinitely doubtful : and, without cannon, nothing can 
be effected againſt that poſt. Upon the whole, the great 
matter eſſential to ſucceſs againſt- Niagara is to ſubdue the 
enemy's force on lakes Erie and Ontario, particularly the 
latter. This once done, and the garriſon by that means cut 
off from its ſupplies, the fort will be likely to fall an eaſy 
prey. Here our efforts ſhould be directed: nor do I at pre- 
ſent perceive the purpaſes to be anſwered by the body go- 
ing from Ononguaga, unleſs the devaſtation of the interme- 
diate Indian villages be the object, - which perhaps may not 
be equal to the riſk, labor, and expenſe, and the more-ſo as 
they would fall of courſe if we ſhouly ſucceed in the general 
operation. 
The cantoning five thauſang troaps this winter on Con- 


neclicut: river, under our preſent proſpects, will, in my opi- 


nion be impracticable, and, in any caſe, unadviſable. When 
I had the honor of writing to Congreſs in September laſt on 
the ſubject of a winter campaign into Canada, I had been led 
by [colonel] Bailey, and other gentlemen acquainted with the 
country, to expect that yery conſiderable magazines of pra- 
vilions might be Jaid up on the upper parts of that river. 
W But 
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But it appears on experiment that their zeal for the expedi- 
tion made them too ſanguine in the matter. The purchaſes 


fall far, very far ſhort of what was expected. The difficul- 
ties of tranſportation, as repreſented by the quarter-maſters 
and commiſſuries, ſupported by facts that fpeak for themſelves, 
are ſo great and complicated that I ſhould have no hope of 
being able, from remote parts of the continent, to throw in 
the quantity requiſite for ſubſiſting theſe troops during the 
winter, and at the ſame time of forming the magazines which 
would be neceſſary to proſecute the expedition in ſpring. 
We may be endeavoring to form the magazines : but the 
troops cannot be on the ſpot this winter ; otherwile they 
will exhauſt the proviſion as faſt as it can be colle&ed.— 
The ſame objection applies to the ſtationing oY on the 
Mohawk-river. 

In eſtimating our force for the next campaign, it is to be 
conſidered that upwards of four thouſand of the preſent army 
will have completed their term of ſervice by the laſt of May 


next, and that a great proportion of the remainder will have 


done the ſame about the cloſe of the enſuing fall, unleſs they 
can be induced to re-engage,—of which the ill ſucceſs of our 
preſent exertions to enliſt thoſe whoſe engagements are about 
to expire affords but an uuſavorable proſpect. This and the 
general temper of the officers, diſſatisfied much with their 
ſituation, will ſuggeſt a ſtrong argument againſt the extenſive 
projects in contemplation. 

In whatever point of light the ſubject is placed, our abi- 
lity to perform our part of the contract appears to me in- 
finitely too doubtful and precarious to juſtify the undertaking. 


A failure, as I have already obſerved, would involve conſe- 


quences too delicate and diſagreeable to be hazarded. But, 
at the ſame time that my judgment is againſt this, I am 
clearly of opinion that we ſhould attempt every thing that 
our circumſtances will permit : but, as the extent of our 
power muſt be regulated by many poſſible events, I would 
wiſh to hold ourſelves free to act according to either poſſi- 
bility, 
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bility, and as a clearer view of our future reſources may au- 
thoriſe.— If the enemy entirely leave theſe ſtates, it will pro. 
duce a vaſt change in our affairs; and new proſpects may 
open, of which we can at preſent have hut a very imperfect 
idea. It would be a great ſtep jowards raiſing the value of 
our money, which would give a new ſpring to our military 


operations. We may be able to e much more than 


we can now foreſee. 

If che enemy attempt to 105 poſts in theſe ſtates, a pris 
mary object will be to expel them, if in our power : if not, 
we muſt make proper proviſion to bar their depredations, and 
muſt turn our attention to the ſecurity of our frontiers, by 
purſuing ſuch meaſures as ſhall be within the reach of our 
abilities Though we may not be able to launch into ſq 


wide a field as we could wiſh, ſomething upon a more par- 


tial ſcale may be enterpriſed. Detroit and Niagara may per- 
haps be reduced, though Canada may not be an acceſſion to 
the confederacy.—With a view to what is poſſible, prepara- 
tions may be going on, and we can make ſuch an application 


of them as we ſhall find practicable. 


As there is no time to be loſt in doing this, F ſhall give the 
neceſſary orders ſo far as relates to the article of proviſion, 
which indeed has been already done in part, Magazines of 
ſorage, materials for boat and ſhip building, and other ar- 
ticles, muſt alſo be provided, Which will depend on the 
final axgangements and more definitive inſtructions of Cone 
greſs. Theſe meaſures will be neceſſary to be taken whe- 
ther the preſent plan is carried on, or whether ſomething leſs 
extenſive, depending wholly on ourſelves, is ſubſtituted in-its 
place.—I ſhall wait the further orders of Congreſs for the 
government of my conduct in delivering the plan to the mar- 
quis as their reſolution ſeems to require, or in tranſmitting it 
immediately to doctor Franklin as the letter from the com- 
mittee ſeems to direct. At preſent I am under ſome doubt 
concerning the intention of Congreſs in this particular. 

I have the honor to be, &c. G. W, | 


| p- 
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P. S. I ſhall uſe every means in my power to obtain intely 
Jigence in the points mentioned in the ręſolution of the twens 
ty- ſixth ultimo, and had taken meaſures for the purpole with 
reſpect to Canada before. —Mr. Livingſton, an officer in the 


corps of guards, will have the honor of preicating theſe dif- 


patches to your excellency. Their importance requiring 
more than a common meſſenger, he very obligingly under- 
took, upon application, to give them a ſafe conveyance. 


Six, Head-Quarters, Frederigſburgg Nov. 12, 1778. 


INCLOSED I have the honor to tranſmit the copy 


of a letter from brigadier-general Hamilton to general Heath. 
I did not chufe to grant the requeſt without the concurrence 
of Congreſs, though at the ſame time I think jt may be ſafely 
done. It will fave the trouble and expenſe of another eſcort 
at a future day.—l ſhall be glad of the determination of 
Congreſs as ſpeedily as poſſible, as the flag veſſel, bound to 
Virginia with the baggage of the convention troops, will 
perhaps be detained for the anſwer. 

 T haye the honor to. be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Head-Quarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 13, 1778, 


BARON De Steuben will have the honor of deliver- 
ing you this. He waits upon Congreſs on the ſubject of the 
inſpe&orſhip, which he is extremely anxious ſhould be put 
upon ſome decided footing. He appears to be ſenſible of 
ſome difficulties in the plan formerly propoſed, and which I 
had the honor ſome time ſince to tranſmit my obſervations 
upon, —and defirous that they ſhould not prove an obſtruc- 
tion to the progreſs of an inſtitution, which, if accommodat- 
ed to the circumſtances and ſentiments of the army, promiſes 
very great advantages to the ſervice, The ſucceſs the baron 
had in the beginning, and the benefits derived from it, make 
me regret the obſtacles that have ſo long ſuſpended his exet- 
tions ; 
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tions; and I ſhould wiſh he may have it in his power to re- 
ſame them on principles moſt advancive of the ſervice. On. 
theſe I have already fully communicated wy ideas, and it is 


unneceſſary I ſhould add. 
I have the honor to be, &c. SG. W. 
SIR, Head- Quarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 14, 1778. 


I DO myſelf the honor to tranſmit you the copy of a 
letter of the tenth inſtant, which I received yeſterday from 
fir Henry Clinton; on the ſubject of exchanging the prifoners 
of the convention.—Should the propoſition be agreeable to 
Congreſs, I ſhall be glad to receive powers to enter into a 
negotiation as ſoon as poſſible, as it may probably relieve 
our officers upon parole from the diſagreeable neceſſity of 
returning to New-York. I will juſt obſerve, that, ſhould 
an exchange take place upon the terms propoſed by fir 
Henry, I ſhould ſuppoſe we ſhall not be obliged to give up 
any conſiderable number of privates by way of compoſition, 
as the officers of the convention (ſhould the whole be ſuffer- 
ed to be exchanged) would go a great way towards liberat- 
ing ours at preſent in the hands of the enemy. But it cannot | 
be expected that they will leave their troops entirely deſtitute 
of officers. Mr. commiſſary Clark, mentioned by fir Henry 
Clinton, was permitted by general Heath to go from Boſton 
to New-York to ſettle the accounts and procure money for 
the diſcharge of the debts of the troops at Cambridge. 


I have the honor to be, &c. e.. 
Sin, Head. Quarters, F redericſburg, Nev. 16, 1778. 


I HAD the honor of receiving your favor of the ſixth 
yeſterday, with the incloſed copy of a letter from the pre- 
ſident of the council of New-Jerſey, relative to an expected 
attack upon the weſtern frontier of that ftate.—l have juſt 


received a letter from general Hand giving intelligence of an 
attack 
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attack upon colonel Alden's regiment at Cherry-Valley, ef- 
tected by ſurpriſe, in conſequence of which, there is too 
much reaſon to apprehend that regiment may fall a ſacrifice. 
I tranſmit a copy of the diſpatches announcing this diſagree- 
able affair. | | 1 
"Theſe depredations of the enemy give me the moſt ſerious 
concern. I lament that we have not yet had it in our power 
to give them an effectual check. I am perfectly convinced 
that the only certain way of preventing Indian ravages is to 
carry the war vigorouſly into their own country. But as 
this' is thought impracticable at this late ſeaſon of the year 
from the ſtate of the water, and other impediments, I fear we 
muſt content ourſelves with defenſive precautions for the pre- 
ſent.—[ have already informed Congreſs that colonel Cort- 
landt's regiment had marched towards the Minifinks : but, 
having ſince directed count Pulaſki to proceed with his corps 
to Colesfort in that neighborhood, colonel Cortlandt will 
take poſt ſomewhere between that place and Rocheſter. 
Orders are now given to colonel Spencer's regiment and co- 
lonel Armand's corps to join general Pulaſki.— This diſpoſi- 
tion is agreeable to the opinion of governor Clinton and other 
gentlemen acquainted with the country whom I have conſult- 
ed, and is calculated to cover the eaſtern frontier of Pennſyl- 
vania, New-Jerſey, and the weſtern part of New-York.—I 
- thall alſo immediately ſend the remainder of general Clin- 
ton's brigade to Albany, When arrived there, if auy thing 


offenſive can poſſibly be undertaken, it ſhall be done: if not, 


they will be diſpoſed of in a manner that ſhall ſeem beſt 
adapted for protection and defence. 
Wich the greateſt reſpect and eſteem, I am, fir, you moſt 
obedient ſervant, | G. W. 


£1 Sin, Head-Quarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 16, 1778. 
BV the time this reaches you; general Du Portail 
will probably be at Philadelphia. One part of his buſineſs 
bs | 13 
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is to proſecute the directions given him ſome time ſince for 
forming a plan for the defence of the river Delaware, to be 
ſubmitted to Congreſs i another part is to underſtand from 
| Congreſs what may be their views and wiſhes with reſpect 
to his further continuance in America, and that of the three 
other gentlemen attached to him: a 
He informs me that the furlough he obtained from the 
court of France expires in February next, and that, unleſs 
there is a certain proſpect of his being employed hereafter 
in a manner uſeful to the ſtates and honorable to himſelf, he 
intends immediately to return. He therefore wiſhes ſome 
explicit ideas to be realiſed on the ſubject. He is alſo anxious 
that ſomething definitive ſhould be done with reſpect to the 
pay and the other appointments beth of himſelf and the other 
gentlemen with him, which have been hitherto undecided, 
and have left them in an uncertain and diſagreeable ſituation. 
Added to this, he is deſirous to have ſome arrangement 
fixed for the rules and manner of ſervice in his department. 
He delivered me, ſome days ſince, a memorial intended for 
Congreſs, and which I have now the honor to incloſe, con- 
taining his ideas on a general ſyſtem of fortification for theſe 
| Rates, and which he requeſted me to accompany with my 
= ſentiments. But it includes queſtions of finance and conſi- 
derations of policy the molt extenſive and important, of 


, which Congreſs alone can form a competent judgment: I 
| ſhall therefore only ſay, that, conſidered merely in a military 
[ point of view, the plan appears to me worthy of very ſerious 


attention. 
It is hut juſtice to general Du Portail to obſerve that I ies 


a high opiuion of his merit and abilities, and eſteem him not 
only well acquainted with the particular branch he profeſſes, 
but a man of ſound judgment and real knowledge in military 
ſcience in general. I have alſo very favorable opinion of the 
other gentlemen. I will take the liberty to add that it appears 
to me they will be extremely neceſſary and uſeful in our fu- 
ture operations, whether directed to offence or defence,— 


5 


| Leytenant-colonel, to which I beg leave to refer Congreſs, 
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whether to diſpoſſeſs the enemy of poſts in our front, to aſſiſt 
in carrying on the propoſed expedition into Canada, or any 
other on a leſs extenſive plan which may be ſubſtituted in its 
ſtead for the mere ſecurity of our frontier. 

Monſieur De Murnon has ſerved in quality of, engineer 
under general Du Portail ſince the firſt of March laſt, with 
the promiſe of a majority from the committee of arrange- 
ment at Valley-Forge. He has never yet received his com- 
miſhon. This, I preſume, has been forgotten in a crowd of 


more important affairs. With the greateſt reſpect and eſteem, 


I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Six, Head - Quarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 18, 1778. 

COUNT Kolhowſki, who will have the honor of 
delivering you this, is a Poliſh officer who is deſirous of en- 
tering into our ſervice. I incloſe your excellency two letters 
in his favor from doctor Franklin and Mr. Deane ; added to 


which, he is recommended to me by count Pulaſki as a 


brave and uſeful officer who ſerved under him in Poland. 
He wiſhes him to be placed in his legion, with the rank of 
captain and the pay of lieutenant,—to perform the duties of 
the latter till he can give proofs of his talents and obtain ſome 


other employ.— With very great eſteem and reſpect, I have 


the honor to be, &c. | S. W. 


Six, Head-Quarters, Fredericſorrg, Nov. 20, 1778. 
Mr. Wheelock will have the honor of preſenting this 


letter to your excellency. He waits on Congreſs upon the 


affairs of a regiment under the command of colonel Bedel, 
which, it ſeems, was raiſed in the Cohdſs county, or at leaſt 
bas been kept up ſince March laſt upon the recommendation 
of the marquis Fayette when at Albany. This corps, ac- 
cording to the incloſed ſtate by Mr. Wheelock who is the 


and 


_— 
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and according to other information I have received, was at 
firſt aſſembled under the direction of major-general Gates 


about this time twelvemonth for the purpoſe of a ſudden en- 


terpriſe againſt Saint John's, and the enemy's armed veſſels ly- 
ing there, and was engaged till the laſt of March. 

I cannot undertake to ſay in what manner or how uſefully 
this regiment has been employed, or to what extent in point 
of men. But Mr. Wheelock ſays it has been of great ſervice: 
and the object of his preſent journey is to obtain the direc- 


tion of Congreſs for their being paid when proper rolls are 
produced, and their determination whether it is to be diſband- 


ed now; or continued till April next, the period for which the 
men are ſaid to have engaged, though the marquis's recom- 


' mendation extended only to the end of the preſent campaign. 


The regiment may or may not be neceſſary in future.— 


Much will depend on the ſyſiem of conduct the enemy pus- 


ſue the next campaign, and on our own operations. I would 
obſerve, under its preſent engagement, its ſervices were to be 
local, or at leaſt confined to a certain quarter. If it ſhould be 
deemed expedient to re- enliſt it, if practicable, it ſhould he 
done on the general ſcale of acting wherever it may be re- 
quiſite (though perhaps it may not be poſſible to accomplith 
it) : and, in ſuch caſe, it will alſo be material for the public 
to have a more perfect knowledge of its arrangements than 


what I apprehend it has hitherto had. 


L have the honor to be, &c. | G. W. 


| 


Stn, © FHead-Quarters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 21, 1778. 


I HAD the honor of your exceliency's two favors of 


the fourteenth and fifteenth inſtant, with their ſeveral incloſures. 
Abe conſideration of doctor Conolly's caſe, with the reſolu- 
tion of Congreſs, I have tranſmitted to fic Henry Clinton. 


In my letter of the ſixteenth I communicated to your ex- 


cellency the attempt on Fort-Alden by the. ſavages. I have 


Gnce-received the incloſed diſpatches confirming that; diſ- 
| | agrecable 


_ "OFFICIAL LETTERS.' || 389 


agreeable account. alſo informed Congreſs at the ſame time 
of the ſteps which were taken for the ſecurity of the fron- 
tier of Pennſylvania, New«Jerſey, and the weſtern part of 
New-York,—and that the two remaining regiments of ge- 
neral Clinton's brigade were ordered to Albany. 

I have to regret that the condition of affairs is ſuch as does 
not admit of a compliance with repeated detachments from 
this army. However, that every thing poſſible might be done 
under our preſent circumſtances, general Hand was further 
inſtructed on the ſixteenth inſtant to confer with general 
Schuyler at Albany, and with thoſe perſons in that part of the 
country who could in any manner afliſt in forming his judga 
ment on the beſt meaſures to be purſued. with the troops 
which were employed in the ſeveral quarters : and yeſterday 
1 changed his command to that of the Miniſinks; and for- 
warded him an extract from colonel Hartley's letter of the 
ninth, that he might accommodate his diſpoſitions to recent 
events. I have only to add on this ſubjeRt, that, on the twen- 
tieth, brigadier-general Clinton ſet out to take the command 
at Albany, with directions to conſult with general Hand, and 
to form with him ſuch combined arrangements as may appear 
moſt conſiſtent with their united ſtrength, 4 

I amy/fr, with great reſpect, &c. * GW 

P. S. As the troops of the convention are approaching the 
North river, I am throwing over a part of the army in order 


to form a line of poſts parallel to their march, for the m_ 


OP of the ſeveral . leading to the river. 


„ 


, N 3, 


5 us, e eee Frederieſburg, Nev. 23, 1478, 


JOHN Temple, eſquire, will have the honor of pre- 
ſenting this to your excellency. I do not know what Mr. 
Temple's views are: but it ſeems he has ſome application to 
make to Congreſs. I never had till now the pleaſure of a,per- 
ſonal acquaintance with him: but, from the terms in which 


Mr. Bowdoin ſpeaks of him, as your excellency will perceiye | 


by-the incloſed letter, and from other recommendations I 
Vol. II. B b have 


330 GENERAL WASHING TONS 


have had of him, I confider him as a gentleman of ſenſe and 
merit, and of warm attachment to the rights of his country, 
for which he appears to have ſuffered greatly in the preſent 


conteſt I have the honor to be, &c. « AW. 
. Sin, Head. Quarters, Fredericſhurg, N _— 23; 1778. 


YOUR excellency's letter of the eighteenth, with the 
incloſure referred to, came to hand yeſterday. I had before 
received the intelligence contained in Mr. Deane's letter, and 
in conſequence made part of the detachments Which have 
been mentioned in my late letters. It is highly probable chat 
the late incurſions and outrages were committed by the parties 
comprehended in Mr. Deane's intelligence; and I ſhould 
Höpe that the force already gone from the army; together 
with the ſeaſon, will prevent them at leaſt from —_ fur- 
ther great depredations. 2 

Since J had the honor of addreſſing your S on the 
wwenty-firſt, T received a letter from general Hand, of the 
eighteenth, an extract from which you will find incloſed, 
with copies of a letter from major Whiting and one from a 
Mr. Clyde. Theſe will inform Congreſs, that, though the 
ravages at the Cherry! Valley ſettlement were great in the 
late attack by the ſavages, yet our loſs was much leſs than 
we had reaſon to apprehend it from our former / advices. 
The account of the enemy's having ſtormed the fortz and 
cyt off Alden's regiment, Ar turns out premature. The 
incloſure, Ne 2, which is a copy of a letter from lord Stir- 
ling, of the ſeventeenth, will adviſe Congreſs that the fleet of 
tranſports, which had lain at the Hook for ſome days before, 
came up the preceding night to the walering- place, and alſo 
chat ſome of the ſhips of war had returned to Vork diſmaſt- 
ed. Vour excellency will alſo ſee by the incloſure, Ne 3, 
(which contains an extract from a letter from general Sullivan, 
of the eighteenth inftant), the lateſt advices I have reſpeQing. 
admiral 's fleet. From the loſs of the Somerſet, and theſe 
ſeveral'aceounts, they ſuſfered ſeverely in their late cruiſe. | 
tc ML | 360k _ - November 
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t Nowember. 24. juſt received from general Hand the in- 
caſed petition ſrom major Whitcomb, addreſſed to Congreſs, 
hie letter to gengral Hand, of the ſame date. My infor- 

mation reſpecting che corps under major Whitcomb's com- 
wand has hitherto; been very imperfect; and even now 1 
do not know the terms on which it was engaged: nor had 
I. till theſe letters came to hand, any reaſon to think that the 
traops above had not all been equally paid, —having ſent up 
a ſupply of money for the purpoſe ſoon after I came to this 
camp, and authoriſed, the paymaſter- general a few days ago 
to forward a further quantity. ſhall immediately write to 
general Clinton, now on his way to Albany, to ſend a proper 
officer-to,muſter the corps, and alſo three companies (which 
he calls provincials) under his direction, ſaid to be engaged 
to the firſt of next month after which, both will be paid 
on his preſenting proper rolls. With reſpect to clothing, the 
only application I recolle to have had from major Whit- 
comb was anſwered with ſuch ſupplies, both in quantity and 
quality, as our ſtores at the time would admit of. It may 
perhaps be practicable e his corps on a better 
footing in this inſtance. 

The alarm which major Whitcomb ſpeaks of in the be- 
ginning of his letter to general Hand was occaſioned (as 

Congreſs will perceive by a copy of another letter from him 
| to general Hand) by a deſcent made by a body of the enemy in 


the country about the ſouth end of Lake Champlain, and who, 


according to his report, have done conſiderable damage. 
. I direted general Du Portail ſome time ago to take a 
view of the works carrying on in the Highlands for the 


defence of the North- river, and to make an eſtimate gf the 


cannon neceſſary for the purpoſe. This he did ; and, as he 
is now at Philadelphia, I have written to him by this con- 
veyance, and requeſted him to preſent the eſtimate to Con- 
greſs. I am ſorry the number wanted is ſo great, and the 
more ſo as I find upon inquiry that the Saliſbury furnace in 
Connecticut, which uſed to caſt ſo many, is much out of re- 
pair, and could not poſſibly be put in order, and in a proper 

W ſtſtate 


— — — — — — — — — — - 2 
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ſtate for ſupplies, before May: —The provididg of cannot is 
a matter of infinite importance; and I am perſuaded Cungfeſo 
will take every means in their power to accompliſh it. Be- 
ſides the preffing and extenfive demand for the works on the: 
N ofth-river, we cannot extend our views too ſobn to the ob- 
talning further large fupplies. We muſt in the courſe of 
thitigs have occafion for a great deal of artillery: and, in 
any enterpriſe we may undertake againſt Canada, whether 
on à large or a ſmall ſcale, ſeveral pieces of various calibers 
will de abſolutely effential. Beſides arming the ſfiips and 
veſſels we ſhall be obliged to build to gain the-navigation of 
the lakes, our land operations will require a great number. 
A detachment of continental-troops will conduct thoſe of 
the convention from the North- river to the Delaware. The 
German batallion is to compoſe part of the eſcort: and, after 
the convention troops crofs to Pennſylyania, I have directed 
it, in conſequence of the intelligence tranſmitted of late by 
Congreſs reſpecting the frontiers, to proceed to Eaſton with 
all its baggage, where it is to waft till general Hand arrives 
at the Miniſinks, and whence it will be ready to act as cir- 
cumſtances may require. At the ſame tine, if theſe frequent 
detachments from the army could be avoided, it were much 
to be wiſhed. The troops will be by this means in a very 
diſperſed tate ; and, beſides loſing perhaps ſome advantages 
which might preſent themſelves if they were more collected, 


their diſcipline will be greatly injured,” and it will Bebex- 


tremely difficult, from a variety of caves; to draw them to- 
gether again : and, if it ſhdult be practicable, it is highly 


- probable we ſhall find their number much impaired by deſer- 


tion and otherwiſe.—T have the honor to be, &. G. W. 
+ 99.04) W!: v9 one 


"In; 2 Head - Quarter, November 26, 1778. 
| Mr. John Dodge will have the honor of delivering 
this letter to your excellency. His hiftory is that he is a na- 
tive of Connecticut, and about eight years ago, as he informs 
me, ſettled in the country between Detroit and Pinfburg as 
IF ks | | * 
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a A trader that he carried on commerce till ſanuary 
1776, when, for his attachment to our cauſe and the mea- 
ſures he had taken to promote it, he became obnoxious to the 
enemy, was ſeized by order of the governor of Detroit, was 
thrown into priſon, and there continued till the beginning of 
May laſt, when he was ſent to Quebec ;—that on the ninth 
of October he eſcaped from thence and got into our ſettle- 
ments, through the aid of a French Caghnewaga who came 
with him here on friday laſt. 
I find Mr. Dodge an intelligent young man, intimately a ac- 
quainted with all the tract of country between Pittſburg and 
Detroit, and with that lying on Lake Erie, alſo with moſt of 
| the ſavage tribes in thoſe parts, and with their languages. He 
is likewiſe well acquainted with the communication from 
Fort-Stanwix to Oſwego and Niagara. 

I believe Mr. Dodge's hiſtory to be true; and, from a va- 
| riety of circumſtances, I am perſuaded of his firm attachment 
to us: and I would take the liberty to ſuggeſt to Congreſs 
that I think he may be of very important ſervice to us in any 
enterpriſe we way undertake in the weſtern quarter, or againſt 
the force on Take Erie or Lake Ontario. This conſidera- 
tion, with that of his loſſes and ſufferings which I am inclin- 

ed to believe liave been conſiderable, ſeems to make him wor- 
| thy of notice and attention. His information is good and 

clear in ſeveral points which J know myſelf, and in many 
others, (from the manner in which he delivered it) far ſupe- 
rior and much more ſatisſactory than what I have been able 
to derive from any other perſon.—As I have obſerved before, 

Mr. Dodge appears to me a valuable intelligencer ; and, if 
Congreſs are pleaſed to honor him with an opportunity, he 
will give them an account of the poſts of Detroit and Nia- 
gara when he leſt them, and of that at Michilimachinac,—of 
the enemy's naval force on Lakes Erie and Ontario, and of 
ſuch other matters in Canada as he was able to inform him- 
ſelf of, either by his own obſervation or the relation of others. 

General Gates ſupplied Mr. Dodge with ſome money to 
defray his expenſes from Boſton to this place, and I have 
Bb3 advanced 


A abolition ets 
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| advanced him ro-day a hundred and fey dollars more to 


9110 


T have the honor to be, &c. . 
P. 8. Mr. Dodge means to call on major Butler of the 


light troops, with whom he ſays he is well acquainted. He 


alſo ſays he is extremely well acquainted with colonel Wood 
of Virginia, — but he is not in camp ;—and he adds that he 
was at Pittſburg in 1775, when doctor Walker, Mr. Wilſon, 
and Lewis Morris eſquire, were there as commiſſioners, 


and engaged at that time to uſe his influence to keep the 


ſavages quiet, &. 
Six, Head. Quar ters, Fredericſburg, Nov. 2% 1778. 
IWS yeſterday honored with your favor of the 
twentieth, with its ſeveral incloſures.—Congreſs will be 
pleaſed to accept my acknowledgments for the communica- 
tion of the treaties between his moſt chriſtian majeſty and 
the United States. The reſolve reſpecting the exchange of 
priſoners has been tranſmitted to fir Henry Clinton, and 
I have appointed commiſſioners (if he thinks proper) to 


meet his at Amboy the ſeventh of next month. 


I have the pleaſure to inform Congreſs that the whole 
army (one brigade and the light corps excepted) is now in 
motion to the places of their reſpective cantonments for 


| winter-quarters. I have thought it prudent to delay this 


event a while, to give time for the convention troops to 
make ſome progreſs in croſſing the North-river, to prevent 
a poſſibility of accident. The third diviſion paſſes this day; 
and, if no unexpected interruption happens, the whole will 
be over, the thirtieth inſtant. When their paſſage is com- 
pleted, the remaining troops kept in the field will i imme- 
diately retire to quarters. 

The diſpoſition for winter- quarters is as ſollows,—Nine 
brigades will be ſtationed on the weſt fide of Hudſon's river, 
excluſive of the garriſon at Weſt-Point,—one of which (the 
North-Carolina brigade) will be near Smith's Clove for. the 


ſecurity of that paſs, and as 2 reinforcement to Weſt- Point 


in 
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in caſe of neceſſity ; another (the Jerſey brigade) will be at 
Elizabethtown, to cover the lower part of Jerſey ; and the 
other ſeven, conſiſting of the Virginia, Maryland, Dela- 
ware, and Pennſylvania troops, will be at Middlebrook, —* 
Six brigades will be left on the eaſt fide of the river and at 
Weſt-Point — three of which (of the Maſſachuſetts troops) 
will be ſtationed for the immediate defence of the High- 
lands; one at Weſt-Point in addition to the garriſon already 
there; and the other two at Fiſhkill and the Continental 
Village. —The remaining three brigades, compoſed of the 
New-Hampfhire and Connecticut troops, and Hazen's regi- 
ment, will be poſted in the vicinity of Danbury, for the 
protection of the country lying along the Sound, to cover 
our magazines lying on ConneQticut-river, and to aid the 


Highlands on any ſerious movement of the enemy that way. 


—The park of artillery will be at Pluckemin,—The cavalry 
will be diſpoſed of thus: —Bland's regiment at Wincheſter 
in Virginia, Baylor's at Frederic or Hagarſtown in Mary- 
land, Moytan's at Lancaſter in Pennſylvania, and Sheldon's 
at Durham in Connecticut. Lze's corps will be with that 
part of the army which is in the Jerſeys acting on the ad- 
vanced poſts. —This comprehends the general diſtribution of 
the army, except Clinton's brigade of New-York troops, 
Pulaſki's corps, and ſome detached regiments and corps 
ſtationed at Albany and at different parts of the frontier, 
of which Congreſs have already been partieularly adviſed. 
— Gengral Putnam will command at Danbury, Generat 
M*Dougal in the Highlands, and my own quarters will be 


in the Jerſeys, in the neighborhood of Middlebrook. 


This diſpoſition appeared to me beſt calculated to conci- 
liate as far as poſſible theſe ſeveral objects, the protection 
of the country, the ſecurity of the important poſts in the 
Highlands, the ſafety, diſcipline, and eaſy ſubſiſtence of 
the army.— To have kept the troops in a collected ſtate 
would have increaſed infinitely the expenſe and difficulty of 
ſubſiſting them, both with reſpect to forage and proviſions: 


1 9 them into ſmaller cantonmenta would have 
| I made 


3236 GENERAL WASHINGTON'S 


made it far leſs practicable to maintain order and diſcipline 
among them, and would. have put them leſs in a condition 
to control and prevent offenſive operations on the {ide of the 
enemy, or to aſſemble to take advantage of any favorable 
opening which their future ſituation may offer, ſhould they 
be obliged. to weaken themſelves by further detachments ſa 
far as to invite an enterpriſe againſt them. 

By the eſtimate of the quarter-maſter and commiſſary- 
general, it appears indiſpenſable to have the principal part 
of the army on the other ſide of the North- river. It was 
thought impracticable to furniſh the neceſſary ſupplies of flour 
for the whole, on this ſide the river, from the immenſe difh- 
_ culty and expenſe of tranſportation in the winter ſeaſon, and 
from the exhauſted ſtate of the country with reſpect to ſorage. 
As this ſubjeQ has been already fully before Congreſs, I 
ſhall not trouble them with a repetition of the detail. —In 
order as much as poſſible to reduce the demand of forage 
and facilitate the ſupplies, I have given directions, when the 
ſeveral diviſions arrive at their cantonments, to ſend.away to 
convenient places at a diſtance from them all the horſes not 
abſolutely requiſite to carry on the n buſineſs of the 
army. 

It is unneceſſary to add that the troops muſt again have 
bag to the expedient of hutting as they. did laſt 

But, as they are now well clad, and we have had 
_ e leiſure to make ſome little preparations for winter- 
quarters, I hope they will be in a more comfortable ſituation 
than they were in, the preceding winter. With the higheſt 
_ and eſteem; I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


Six, en December 4, 1778. 
BETWEEN Fredericſburg and this place where I 
arrived yeſterday afternoon, I had the honor to receive your 
excellency's ſeveral favors of the twenty-ſixth, twenty- 
ſeventh, and twenty-eighth, in due order, with their ſeveral 
bans Hall have bas attention. My being on 
the 
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the road from the time of their coming to hand till yeſterday 
prevented me from acknowledging them before. 

As many inconveniences would attend the removing of 
the ſick othcers and men of the convention troops by land, 
and the officers having families, I have written, to general 
Gates to permit them to proceed to the falls of James'-river 


by water, on the officers” giving their paroles that they and 


the men will perform the voyage. 1 have alſo acquainted 
him of the meeting in contemplation for an exchange of 
priſoners, that the officers may not leave Boſton till the 
reſult is known, _ — 

With reſpect to major De Paſſern of the regiment of 


Heſſe-Hanau, I hope he may be releaſed by an exchange; 


after which, it will remain with him to obtain liberty from 
ſir Henry Clinton to return to Europe. But if the exchange 
in agitation ſhould not take place, I ſhould be happy if 
Congreſs themſelves would decide whether he is to be al- 
lowed his requeſt. —If on my permiſſion he ſhould go to 
Europe without application to-and the conſent of the Britiſh 
commander (which ſeems to be his intention), the enemy 
might not think themſelves bound upon a future occaſion to 
account for him.—l have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


i Elizabethtown, December 5, 1778. 


I HAVE the honor to addreſs you by command of his 
excellency, who went from this place at four o'clock this 
morning in conſequence of advice received laſt night that 
fiſty-two veſſels great and ſmall, including a bomb-ketch, 
with troops on board, had, the day before yeſterday, moved 
up the North-river as far as Cloyſter-landing, and yeſterday 
morning got under way and were proceeding farther. up. 
He propoſed to make his firſt ſtage at Acquakenunk, and to 
proceed as his future intelligence might require. He is 
much at a loſs to determine the deſign of the enemy, but 
thinks it may either have reſpect to the forts in the High- 

lands or to the convention troops. | 
A | "OY BY When 
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When he left Peekſkill, the two Maſſachuſetts brigades, 
on their march thither from Hartford, were not arrived, ſo 
that the troops on the ſpot were only the original garriſon 
of Weſt-Point, and Nixon's brigade which lay near the 
Continental Village : but, without the moſt inexplicable de- 
lay, thoſe muſt have reached their deſtination ſome days 
fince. If ſo, and the enemy ſhould meditate a ſtroke againſt 
Weſt-Epint, they will probably fail in it unleſs there 
ſhould be ſomething like a ſurpriſe. —The general alſo thinks 
it probable that the Maryland diviſion were yeſterday even- 
ing at the Clove. Their inſtructions were, to communicate 
with Weſt-Point and reinforce it on any emergency. They 
were, in addition to them, directed laſt night by expreſs to 
move immediately towards the forts, diveſted of baggage 
and artillery, for the more Tpeedy communication. — The 
Carolina brigade has been ſome time ſtationed at the entrance 
of the Clove. | 

One brigade of the Virginia troops is at Pompton, and 
the other two were expected to reach Springheld yeſterday. 
The Pennſylvania troops, it is ſuppoſed, would be at Ac- 
quakenunk or in the neighborhood of Paramus. —Theſe 
troops, immediately on receiving "the preſent intelligence, 
were ordered to halt ; and his excellency is gone forward to 
regulate their movements according to circumſtances.--The 
brigade in this town is ordered to hold itſelf in readineſs. 

If the convention troops ſhould be their object, tis pro- 
bable the attempt will be too late to anſwer any purpoſe: 
the rear diviſion was to croſs the North. river on |; wedneſday 
laſt, but muſt certainly have done it on thurſday ; the 
front muſt be not far from the Delaware; and the whole 
too far advanced to be ſubject to a reſcue. Added to this, 
there is a pretty ſtrong guard with each diviſion. His gx- 
cellency however has ſent on the intelligence tp colonel 
Bland who directs their march, urging him to haſten them 
forward with all poſſible diſpatch, 

One brigade of Connecticut troops was at Danbury, the 
ocker at Frederieſburg, when we came * and general 
An 2 Poor's 
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Poor's was in full march for the 8 and muſt long 


ſince have arrived. 
I have the honor to be, &c. R. H. HARRISON. 
P. S. Your excellency will excuſe this hurried ſcrawl. 


Six, Paramus, December 7, 1778. 
I HAD the honor of receiving yours of the ſecond 
at this place. I have forwarded the brevet to captain Simo- 
net; and ſhall take ſuch meaſures in regard to colonel Fleu- 
ry's letter as ſhall ſeem proper, upon my arrival at Middle- 
brook for which I ſet out again to-morrow, 
VU pon leaving Elizabethtown I directed colonel Harriſon 
to inform you of the intelligence I had received, and which 
I thought demanded my perſonal attention, as the enemy 
appeared to be going up the river in conſiderable force. 
Having put the troops deſtined for the Middlebrook canton- 
ment upon their march back towards the North-river, I was 
proceeding that way myſelf when an expreſs met me a few 
miles beyond this, informing me that the enemy's ſhipping, 
which had been as high as King's ferry, had fallen down 
again. They landed a party at the ferry, and ſet fire to a 
few ſmall buildings near the water: but, upon a party of 
ours advancing, they immediately [re-embarked] without 
attempting any thing further. The boats and ſtores of every 
kind had been previouſly ſecured. I cannot account for this 
manceuvre but by ſuppoſing that they had been miſ-informed 
as to the quantity of ſtores at the ferry, or that they expected 
to find the poſts in a defenceleſs ſituation z or it may perhaps 
have been to ſavor a forage below. 
Finding that the troops deſtined for the defence of the 
Highlands had arrived at their reſpective poſts agreeable 


to my orders and expectations, I have again put thoſe in- 


tended for Middlebrook into motion; and I hope they will 
arrive there while the roads and weather are both fine. _. 
Accounts from New-York through 2. good channel in- 
form me that thirty thouſand tons of ſhipping had been fud- 
.denly taken up for government ſervice, and that a general 


embargo 
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embargo is laid. The occaſion has not met Rada antes 


leaft it has not yet reached me. m_ 
1 hare the honor to be, Veda G. w. 


TP. 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 13, 1778. 
| SINCE my laſt of the ſeventh, I have been honored 
with your fayors of the fifth, ſixth, and eighth inſtant, with 
their incloſures, to which the proper attention ſhall be paid. 
I have made the report of the committee on Canada af- 
fairs the ſubject of a particular letter which I have the ho- 
nor of tranſmitting by this conveyance. 1 
I am, with the greateſt reſpect, &c. G. W 
P. 8. Lieutenant- colonels Harriſon and Hamilton went to 
Amboy on monday laſt to meet · the Britiſh commiſſioners : 
but the weather had been ſo agen bad they that had 
not met on friday. 


Stu, Head. Quarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 13, 1778. 

* TT has not been in my power to return an anſwer to 

your favor of the 6xth inſtant till now. The letter met me 

on the road, ſeparated from my papers ; and I did not reach 

this place till late on the eleventh, ſince which T have been 

much employed in attending to the diſpoſitions for hutting 

che army: but in the mean time the objects of 12 diſpatch 
have engaged my utmoſt attention. 

The earneſt defire I have to pay the ſtricteſt compliance 
in every inſtance with the views and inſtructions of Con- 
greſs cannot but make me feel the greateſt uneaſineſs when 
I find myſelf in circumſtances of heſitation or doubt with re- 
ſpect to their directions. But the perfect confidence I have 
in the juſtice and candor of that honorable body emboldens 
me to communicate without reſerve the difficulties which 
octur in the execution of their preſent order; and the indul- 
gence T have experienced on every former occaſion induces 
me to imagine that the liertyT now take will not meet with 
their —ͤ— 


I hare 
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I have attentively taken up the report of the committee of 
che fifth (approved by Congreſs) on the ſubject of my letter 
of the eleventh ultimo on the propoſed expedition into Ca- 
nada: I have confidered it in ſeveral lights, and fincerely re- 
stet that I ſhould feel myſelf under any-embarraſſment in 
carrying it into execution. Still I remain of opinion, from 
a general review of things and the ſtate uf our reſources, that 
no extenſive ſyſtem of co-operation with the French, for the 
cothplete emancipation of Canada, can be poſitively decided 
on for the enſuing year. To propoſe a plan of perfect co- 
operation with a foreign power without a moral certainty in 
our ſupplies, and to have that plan actually ratified with the 


court of Verſailles, "tight be attended, in caſe of fuilure in 


the conditions oft our part, with very fatal effects. 

-If 1 ſhould ſeem unwilling to tranſmit the plan as pre- 
pared by Congreſs,” with my obſervations, it is becauſe 1 
find myſelf under a neceffity (in order to give our miniſter 
ſufficient ground to found in application on) to propoſe ſome- 


thing more than a vague and indecifive plan, which, ever in 


che event of à total evacuation of theſe ſtates by the enemy, 
may be rendered imprafticable in the execution by a variety 
of infurmbuntable obſtacles: or if I retain my preſent ſen- 
timents and act conſiſtently, I mult point out the difficultics 
as they appear to me; which muſt embarraſs his en 
and may diſappoint the views of Congreſs. 

But, proceeding on che idea of the enemy's leaving theſe 
gates before the active part of the enfuing campaign, I 
mould fear to hazard a miſtake as to the preciſe aim and 
extent of the views of Congreſs. The line of conduct that 
Lam to obſerre in writing to our miniſter at the court of 
France does not appear ſufficiently delineated: were I to 
undertake it, I ſhould be much afraid of erring through miſ- 
conception. In this dilemma I would eſteem it a particular 
favor to be excuſed from writing at all on the ſubjeCt,,eſpe- 
gially as it is the part of candor in me to acknowledge that 
I do not ſee my way clear enough to point out ſuch a plan 


for capoperation as I coucciye to be conſiſtent with the ideas 
' of 
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el Congreſs, and that will be ſuſſciently; explanatory with 
reſpect to time and circumſtances, to give efficacy, to the. 
meaſure. But if Congreſs {ill think it neceſſary for me to 
proceed in the buſineſs, I muſt requeſt their more defipitive 
and explicit inſtruQions, and that they will permit me, pre- 
vious to tranſmitting the intended * to ſubmit 
them to their determination. 1 
I could wiſh to lay before Congreſs more db the 
fate of the army, the condition of our ſupplies, and the re- 
quiſites neceſſary for carrying into execution an undertaking 
that may involve the moſt ſcrious events. If Congreſs think 
this can be done more ſatisfactorily in a perſonal conference, 
I hope to have the army in ſuch a ſituation before I can re- 
ceĩre their anſwer, as to afford me an opportunity of giving 
my attendance.— I would only add that I ſhall cheerfully 
comply with the directions of Congreſs relative to making 
every preparation in our power for an expedition againſt 
Niagara, and for ſuch further operations to the northward 
as time and circumſtances ſhall enable us to carry on. Mea- 
ſures for the purpoſe have been taken in part for ſame time 
paſt; and I ſhall purſue them vigorouſly.. The ſubject has 
long engaged my contemplationz and I am thoroughly con- 
vinced of the expediency and policy of doing every thing 
icable on our part, for giving ſecurity to our frontiers by 
the reduction of thoſe places which facilitate annoying them, 
and even for accompliſhing the angexation of Canada to the 
Union. —I have the honor to be, cc. 8. W. 
P. S. I have detained the letter to the marquis till your 
ſurther inſtructions. The waters have been ſo high as to 
prevent the expreſs ſetting out TEN with this * 
as was intended. | | | 


79 To . John Jay, 22 EN * 
Sin, Head-Duarters, Middlebrook, Dec, 13, 1778. 
"IN a letter which I had the honor of receiving from 


Congreſs, dated the ſecond inſtant, was inclofed the copy of 
one from lieutenant-colonet Fleury, upon the ſubje& of which 
TS . che 
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the preſident deſired me to expreſs © my ſentiments, as alſo 
of the merits of Mr. Fleury during his ſervices. in the army.” 
TI do not conceive, that Congreſs ſhould requeſt a renewal 


of colonel Fleury's furloygh ſrom the French miniſter pleni- 


potentiary, An application of that kind ought, in my opinion, 


to be made by himſelf, not only becauſe it is cuſtomary, but 


becauſe ſolicitations of a ſimilar nature- would in all proba- 
bility be made by many not having Mr, Fleury's claim to 
the favor of the public, and to whom it would be difficult to 
give a refuſal after a precedent had been eſtabliſhed. I would 


not be underſtood to include the caſe of general Du Portail 


and the gentlemen in the engineering department, who are 
peculiarly circumſtanced, and in whole behalf I have written 
particularly to Congreſs. 

As to Mr. Fleury's merits as an officer, I can 1 repeat 
what I have upon ſeveral occaſions mentioned to Congreſs 
beforc,—that he is brave, active, and intelligent, and that, 
fhould he obtain leave to remain in America, I ſhall take 
an opportunity (agreeable to my promiſe to him) of em- 


ploying him in a manner ſuitable to his rank, and in ſuck 


a' way as will not claſh with the officers of the line. 
I have the honor to be, &c. G. W. 


SIR, Head-Duarters, Middlebrook, Dec. 16, 1778. 


SINCE I had the honor of addreſſing you on the 
thirteenth, the gentlemen appointed to meet commiſſion- 
ers from ſir Henry Clinton have returned to camp. Vour 
excellency will find, by a copy of their report, Ne 7, (which, 
with the other papers. reſpecting the, meeting, is inclaſed), 
that an exchange of priſoners has not taken place. 

As an exchange has not been effected, and fir Henry Clin- 
ton has called for all our officers on parole, I ſhall, in conſe- 
quence of the reſolution of the nineteenth ultimo, order the 
commiſſary of priſoners to require the immediate return of 
the convention and any other officers with the enemy on 
2 F'do not mean however to include general Bur- 
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goyne in the demand unleſs Congreſs ſhould” direct it, as 
there appear to me many political reaſons for permitting 
bim to remain in Britain in his preſent temper. But if 
Congreſs ſhould differ ſrom me in opinion on this pont, T 


ſhall be happy to be informed, that meaſures may be purſted 
for his recall.—I have the honor to be, Kc. 8. We 


Sm, . Philadelphia, December 31, 1118. 


I I HAD the honor of addreſſing. Congreſs ſome time 
— on the ſubject of general Du Portail and the gentlemen. 
with him. He informs me that his affair has not yet been 
decided, and is extremely anxious that it ſhould be in ſome 
way or other. He aſſigns many powerful teaſons to ſhew 
that it is very intereſting to him (if he is not to continue in 
our ſervice) to return to France as ſpeedily as poſſible. He 
alſo informs me chat he has reaſon to think, in the conſi- 
deration of his affair, the retaining him in ſervice and the 
adopting the plan propoſed in his memoir are united, and 
the deciſion of the one ſuſpended on that of the other; and 
has therefore requeſted me to repreſent to Congreſs that he 
ſhould be happy they could be conſidered ſeparately; and if 
his ſervices, abſtractedly from the project propoſed by him, 
are deemed neceſſary, it will be agrecable to him tor remain 
in the country. 

I have already taken the liberty to offer my ſentiments on 
the propriety of engaging theſe gentlemen to continue in 
the ſervice. It really appears to me that they will be eſſen- 
tially neceſſary to our future operations, whether defenſive 
or offenſive; and it cannot therefore but give me pleaſure if 
it ſhall be conſiſtent with the views of Congreſs to retain 
them, and to give every nm which "Ju may 
reaſonably expect. Len en 

I have the honor to be, &c. whos 


